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BANKTJEA DISTRICT, 


OHA-PTEK I. 

PaT&TOAt A8PR0TB. 

BAhKVnA^ thd v^Ummoat dUtriot of thi BurdvftQ DWlstoa, ii Owui 
Atufttod bd6;ieoQ 3^^ 38' and 28^ 88' norfcli latitude and between wmt- 
86^ 36' and 87^ 46' eaet longitude. It hae an area of 2fi!H 
equare milea, and, acoording to the oenaui of 1901, contain s 
popuiatiOQ of 1,116,4U pereonj. The priacipa] oiiil etatlon ie 
Btokurft, aiiiiated on the noxth bank of ^e Dl^kieor river in 28° 

14' N. and 87® 4' fl. 

Aeoordiag to local tradition, tbe town voi named after 
ite reputed fonuder, a chieftain oalled Blnkn Bai, from whom 
the Buis of Badrft, a enudl hamlet of filakuift, daim deaoent. 
Another local legend ie that the town ie lo colled after Bfr 
BftakurAi one of tbe iweatj^^two cone oi Blr HAmbTr, Bi{A 
of BiibnopnTi who divided h(« kingdom into ae many iar^/i or 
oirolei and gore one to eeoh of hii eoos. Tar^f Jajbelii fell 
to the lot of Bir BSakorA, who eetabliahed bimeelf it the present 
eite of the (own, whioh wu then in tbe miifit of thiok | angle. 

It ma^, howerer, be etzggested ae a etmpler hy'potbesu that the 
name ia a oormption of Binkuada, meaning tha dve Unlce. 

The name Bftokuada ia found in a Sanskrit vecee hy Bdn 
Kieta (a genealogist of the 16th oentorf, now regarded aa an 
aathotit^ on the history of Bengal familial), whioh reoorda the 
fact that the great poet and aaoetio, Stlharea of the Bharodw&ja 
ffoii-o, lived in Kanka in B&nkonda to tbe vest of Burdwin. 

The name Bakoonde ia ateo found in old ofEUuat reccrda, oud 
aa late as 1868 we find the town referred to as^^Banooorah or 
Baooocdah."* 

* Stettobul tad QMgftpbkkt import of tho tHKrlot o( Bueoonli, \y Irienb* • 
poloMl* 6 u 6 t« 4 . 
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Oa tlid north osd nortb*dSft tho diatiiot lo bounded hy the 
diBlfloi of Baldwin, from vbiok it ie toporMed hy the D&modor 
river; on the Bouth'Out by HcogLly; on the sooth by Midnuporo; 
and ou tbo we&t by hfinbbdm. In sbapei it roeomblofi on isosoelse 
tnooglte wedged in botweon MinbbQm end Bordwftn, with its 
apex nearly opposite Kintgonj, and with on ineguler boeo line 
r^og on Mid&bpore end Hooghly. 

'* Binbxtri may bo deaoribed u a oonneoting liaJc botween tbo 
plum of Bengal on tbo ee«t and tbo Obott Nigpor platoeu on 
tbo .west. To the e&et end north-east tbs land is a low-lying 
alluvial irooi, prosonting the eppeoronoe of the ordinary rioo lends 
of Bengal. Towards Iho west tbe sorfooe gradually risesr and 
the levol plain, groen in Its ssoson with poddy, ^ves plaoo to on 
undulating oountry, iaiexsporeed with rooky billooke and broben 
up Into low ridges and VBdloys. Hore the foM of the oountry is 
still largely oovored with juagle, but is many plooos the snifooe 
has .bem denuded, leaving exposed extensive areas of hard rooky 
soil. To the extreme west these usdulatiom beoome more 
pronoQsoed, u the fringe of the OhoUKXgpur plateau is reoolied; 
tiid this portion of the distriot consists of broken rooky country 
with numerous grcaps of hills end Isolated peaks. Tf^ou as a 
whole, tbe diatriot oonsiste of a wide expanse of gently undulating 
ground, intersected hy rivers and etreame flowing from north¬ 
west to south-east, wbioK divide it into a number of parallel 
stripe. This rolling oountry merges in the Oangoilo delta on the 
one side and in a hilly Iwken oountry on the other; but the 
ground rises bregularly fiom the alluvial plun> and ihore Is no 
marked ridgo of hills. 

Tho distriot thus oonsists of two distinct tr&ots. The weetora 
portion marks tbe first step of tbe gradual descent from tho 
tableland of OhoU N&gpur to tbe delta oi Lower Bengol, consist- 
^g oe it dose, in great measure, of tbe epurs projeotiog from the 
western tableland and of low eweUing rldg:a8 of laterite. In tho 
oentral portion of tbe diitnot the country is more open and 
coosiste of a series of rolling dowos, wluoh eventually merge in 
the alluvial plain formed by the silt brought down by the great 
iHngetio rivers. Tbo diffierenoe between tbe deltoio tract to the 
Qsat and the rolling uplands and iaoloted hills to the west boa 
been well described by Sir William Hunter, who writes:—"In 
BftnkurS tbe alluvial flats end In tbe unduUUone, isolated 
peaks, and short, low ranges which form the advanced guard 
Of tbe hill system of tbe oentrol Indian plateau. A. poor, 
femwiaous soil and hard beds of laterite here take tbe place of 
the fertile deltoio detritus, with expanses of sorub-jungle and 
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tdl voodt iot dQMl7>tiLl«d Yillsge lauds ol tUs east 
Instead of a vealthj aad v^^ednoated popolsUon of Sndtis 
and Uihamaudast, tbs westecn kaot is oampsratiTsly thitdy 
inhabited by non or casts* of a Isas adTanosd tjpSi and into 
whose ooactltsdon the aboripnal or ssmi^HiadniWd element 
strongly enters.”* 

la the eastern poxtion of the distrut, and in the tnots adjoin* faeaviy. 
ing the DKmodar nm, the soenexy is on the whole tane and 
moaotonoue, for the eye oonstanUy recU on wide expenses of rioe 
fleldi, green in the reins bat paxohed end dry in the hot weather. 

Theee fields, however, are finnged round by villages, snoiroled by 
olomps of bembooe, mango gToves, plantain gacdens and paJm 
trees, whloh bave a qniet beanty of their own and relieve tba 
monotony of the soeaery. Leaving the allanal flats, ths ground 
gradually becomes more tcoksn, more slstated, uid at Uu same 
time lesa oaltitaUd. n«eka erop onh. and smsil boulder-oovered 
knolls make their eppsaranes. Long broken ridgee now meet tba 
eye, either bars or eoversd by low jongle, from whkh all the 
largest timber has been removed, thongb a lev best are left 
to &bow the noble forest growth that onoe existed. These ridges 
axe divided up by isrsgnlar patches of mors noent allnviami 
which sztsnd into ths higher gnnad and form narrow strips of 
cultivation bstwsen ths uplands. During ths hot weather the dry 
red soil and toaroity of tress give this part of the country a 
Boorohsd and dreary ^peartnoa, but in the rains the fresh green 
of tbs young xioe in ths boUows sod the foliage of the sorub* 
jungle foim atbaotive oontraats of oolouing. 

The soensiy in this paxi of ths distriot has a distinctly perk* 
like aipeot. A baveller snddenly brought hero might ^ost 
imagine hunself transported to some DngU perk, and in other 
placet U agreeably surprised to find a long riata of trees itretobing 
along a red Utsrita wbuh now paieet into the bollovre and 
again mounts tbe slopsc In the western and southern portions 
of the distriot ths oountry is more broken and tbe soeaery mom 
piotureeque, as tiie upland ridges are tuooeedsd by low forest'clad 
hills and wooded gleoi in ike aoutb, while further to ths north the 
Bnsunia and Bihlrinith aland oat as commending featcree 
in the landscape. 

The of the disbrid conrist cd the ontiiot of the ObotA 
NSgpm platean, and only two are of any great height, vis., 
Snsunia and Bihlrinith. Sosniuft, which is about 14 miles noiih- 
west of Binknrt, nms almost due east and west a length of 
milsa, and rises to a bright of 1,44S feet above sea^leveL It is stfU ' ’ 

• PNfKr* u lY ri tbs SWUfUttl AcamC of BMfd. ^ 
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Almost ontisol^ coverod ^th thiok low forest; Acd at tlie foot of 
tlie hill IB a raised bungalow erootod hy a sbme oompacj, ‘which 
uied to quoiT^ etose hero* The Bih&nnftth hill it siluatod in the 
Borth-oast ociner of tbo dlitriot and risee to a height of 1,46D feet. 
Thore are Boreral low hills in the Sfiltorft ouipoet in the north-woet, 
but the only othor hilU in this p&rt of the dietriot that oall for 
Mpemte mention oro hCojift and Korft (or Ears, also called Eanri)< 
The Ud}i& bill is utuatod on the south bank of the Doraodar river, 
nearly opposite the town of Ululganj. Its height is inoonsidet* 
able, hehg only abont $00 feet shore the lorol oi the Burrounding 
oountry. In shape it is ooniool, with a spreading base and a 
rather sharp apex. The iCorA or Karo bill, with a beiglit of 
about 300 or 400 feet, lies about half way between Meji& and 
Blnkurft town, and closo to the B&akiirA'IUnrgscj road. It is 
of an elongated oontonr, nixming east and west; tbo west ude is 
steeply soarped, and the north and south sides a» also preedpitous. 
On the ooati however, the hill rises from the ground with a very 
gentle and long asooit, reaching its greatest height just over the 
preoipitous western face. 

To the south in tbunas Khatrit and Kaipnr are a number of low 
but pioturesique bills, of wbioh one, known locally as Kasakcr 
FsliRr, to the east of KhUtri, is the sabjeot of a curious legend. 
It oont^ns a oavo, whioh tbo people long believed no one dare 
or oould enter. Local trodirion relates that tbii oavo was the 
residenoo. in former times, of a or sago, who used to reword 
tbo visrti ol bis patron, a neighbouring by a present of a 
gold mohur every time he oame. He always seemed to draw this 
ooln out of his matted hair, and the Ilftjfl oame to the oonelosion 
that his head was foil of gold. He aooordingly had it out 
off, but obtained nothing but the curse of the dying 
which long dung to his descendants in tbs form of horsditary 
insanity. 

Tbs disiriot is bounded on the north by tbo Dlmodor river, 
and Is intorsected by a number of rivers flowing from north¬ 
west to Bouth-esst in courses roughly parallel to one another. 
They debouch from tho woetern hills, and are nearly all hilt 
sireame, which come down in flood after heavy rain but subdde os 
rapidly as they rise. Their bods are landy, and in the suxatner 
months nearly everywhere dry up. The banks are well defined, 
and are chiefly composed of day and sand mixed with kankar, 
with laterito rocks cropping up here and there. The following is 
a brief aooount of the moet important of these rivers. 

The HSmodor takes its riso in the hilU of Oliot& I^gpur, and 
tOQQbes upon the BSnkurft distriot just after it has received the 
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Waters of thd Bsrtkor. It thou flows in a eouib'essterly di»otibn, 
forming the houndor; between Bs&kur& anO. BuMwin for about 
45 mitae, and enters BurdwSn near SemsSr in th&na InSSs in 
this distriot. 'The oonme of the river is klerablf straight^ but it 
is full of sand banks, with a fall of 8*40 feet per mile. Baring 
the Tainfi, or from the middle of July till tbo middle of Ootober, 
it is narigable by ooantty boats; but the rapidity of tbe ourrent 
and tbe sndden fraabets and floods to which it is liable render 
naTigation basordone. In tbe hot seesoa the riTer dwindles away 
into an insigoidoaot stieun, fordable nearly every where and in 
many pUoei net a foot deep. There is no riwer-boroe traffio 
worthy of tbe name, with the ezoepUon of large rafts of timber 
floated down the stream. During the rains, numbers of logs are 
fastened together by ropes to form rafts, locally oalled mart, with 
three or four men to steer tbem. The rafta bo formed arc some* 
times 50 to 60 yards long, and gensrolly flotillss of 10 or 12 rafts 
are launohsd together from the timber«yielduig tracts higher tip 
the river. 

The Dsmodar is liable to heavy floods in the lower portion of 
its course. The site of tbe ohannel of the river in its lower part 
being much leee than in its upper part, it is iopOBnble to retain 
witbin its banks the whole volume of water wbloh oomes down 
when tbe river is in flood, and tbs greater part of tbe flood 
discharge must pass cut end spread over the oountry. As tbe 
floods in tbe Bomodor do not last long, and as tbe quality of the 
silt which this river oorries is good, the mere inundation due to 
tbe flood doss good as well as harm, sod Is oertaioly not a serious 
evil. There is, however, in all euoh oases a dinger of the flood 
water outting channels throngh tbe soft banks of tbe el roam 
and forming bran oh streams, whioh oontinue to flow after the 
flood boi subrided and whioK tend to alter the rogime of 
the river. 

Though the floods of tbe Btmodar rarely do greet damage in 
this distriot, much distress is scmstimes oansed by the formation of 
greet head>waves. At times of flood, the rain water pours off tbs 
hiila through hundreds of ohamiels with luoh luddenneea into tbe 
river bed, tbst the watw* heap up and form a dangerous head* 
wave, called tbe fwpdlan, whioh is not unlike the bore or tidal 
wave of the Hoogbly, but of greater bnadth, extending neatly 
from bank to bank. This hcad*wave pteeentB tbe appearance of a 
wall of water, sometimee five feet in boight, and may oanse loes 
of life and oonaiderabU damage to prepay. 

Tbe Bfjnodar is the terreetrial object moat venerated by the 
Sant&ls { and tbe country that is most olosely osscoiated with their 
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name, and vrliic^ tbe^ apparently logaid as thei; f&ili6rland> Uei 
between it nod tbe EAi&i. They apeak of it as their sea, and the 
obaeq^uiaa of theii dead are oonudered inoomplete till some oherrod 
fragment of the burnt body ii oommittod to the etreom, to be 
bomd away to tbo oooan. 

9i\u The ohieC tributary of the Bfimodar ia the S&lT, whioh lieoa a 

few milea weet of EoA bill and fella into the Bbriodar at the 
Tillage of Bomair in th&na IndBe. Thia river dralna a largo 
poxtioQ of the north of iho distriot. 

DbKikiMr. Of the other rivaie ilowing through B&flkuA the moat import* 
ant ia tho Bholkiaor or Bwbkeiwar. Thie river takoa its rise 
near the Til&bani hilli in Manbhiim diatriot, and Howlng BOuth«eaat 
enters the diatriot of BKnkurft near DumdA in ptirffam Obh&tnfc. 
It pureuei a rather tortuona oourio to tbo eoutli-eeet, with 
aeveral bifuroationa through the Bsnkora, OodI end Biabnupur 
(hinaa, and loavea the distriot near Huirk in tblna Eotalpur. 
In the lower portion of ita oouree^ after ita ooatluenoe with tho 
8ilai on the bordora of Miduapore, thia river ia known as the 
Itupnftriyan. Iteiallii laae than that of the Damodar, and Its 
onrrent ia hardly poroeptible from the ond of Kovomber to tbo 
beginning of Jime, but in Qio rains it ie aubjeot to heavy floods 
and ie often a a impaeeable tenant. 

Oendbw* The Bhalkiaor has many braaoboa or old beda in thlnea Ondd 
and Bisbnupurj meet of which raoandar about for some dUtoneo 
and then rejoin the parent stream. They dry up in tho hot 
weather, to bo again repleaisbed in tho auooeoOing rains, and 
Bze known as vaftu or driod*up rivcra. The principal 
branch is the 7oaod& which eoparates from the Bhalkiior 
near Abontikh fn the Biabnupur aubdiviaion. 

During its oonrse through the distriot the Bholkiaor receives 
many tributaries, the principal of which are the Clandheawarf, the 
Eukhrk and the Biroi, all amall itreatna with rocky beda. The 
lergeat of tbeee la the Qandboswari, which, flowing aonth^weat of 
Susnnil bill and north of B&nkudi, joins tho Bhalkiaor near 
Shutsahar, a village two milee from the town. like tbo 
Dhslhiior, it ia subject to eudden freahets ; and before now oflicera 
returoing to B&nkurfi from tours In the norlh of the distriot have 
had to wait fill the waters fell and ao enabled them to cross over 
by the causeway laid aoroa its bed. 

siiki. The river filial or fiiUbail risse in tho hfSabhum distriot, and, 

entering Binkurft near Sklunpur in tb&ne Eb&ti^ has a short 
course in the aouth of the distriot, through that Ihsna and the 
SimUpOl outpoat, before it passes into hfidnaporo, where it joins 
the Bhalkiem'. It is liable to heavy floods, although at most 
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6im«, em during (be teinej it la eaeil; fordable. There are 
BOme Btaall but |»iotueequa waterfalla along its ooTvae luir 
HSm&srS. Its principal inbutcuyiathe Ja;fpaa<^or Ja^ldUl, 
which riaea nau Bags in thSna XhitiA. 

TheriTerK&s&i or Kaasibatl enters the diefriot near Birnan*^ nioi. 
dilu in IQiitri, and^ after reoelnng the woteia of the Xoniftrl at 
AmbikSuagerf £owa through thtoaa KhStri and Raipor, leaTigg 
the dietriot near Bara Pi&hnri& ia Baipur. Joet above Baipui 
the river ionna several piotnreeQue waterfalls, but thej are of no 
great height. The E&sai is the oal; river navigable during the 
reins hesldee the D&modar. Formerly a oonrideiable qnaatity 
of timber was floated down it from Baipor to Midnapore, bni 
with tbe wholesale destraotion of foreet trees in the western 
jangle tracts, this trafBo hae bean greatly reduced. 

There is also a minor river In Beipnr thSna called tho 
Bhairabbiold, which rues in the bills of Sjamsundatpui and 
has a course of a few miles in the district. 

There are no natural lakes or canals or ariiloial watorocursee Lakis, 
in tbe diitriot, except an arrifloial channel, oallei the Suhhankari 
Ehdlf whioh is popnluly attributed to the famous Bengal oahalt. 
mathematioian flnbh&nkar Rai. This old ohanael was repsined 
during the famine operations of 19$ 6*97, but has gradcally silted 
Sp. Near the town of Bishnupur, and within ^ old fortifloationBi 
are several plotnresqiie tanks or email artificial lakoe, constructed 
by the former Eajas, who, tabing advantage of natural hollows^ 
threw embankments aorces them to confine the sorlaoe drainage. 

These tanks or lakes served to supply the city and fort with an 
abondanoe of good water, and also to fill the fort moat. 

There are many small excavated tanks in the more level portLon 
of the distriot; but in the uplands, the nativee, in place of digging 
tanka, throw embankments (oall^ lAndht) aoross tbe slopes and 
hollows, in order to retain tbe soiface drainage water for izrigatioB 
purposes Springe are also oommon throughoul the uplands, but 
the inhabtants do not nse spring water, whioh, although elear and 
^arkling, and pleasant to the taste, is believed to be iojnrious to 
health. There are a few natural pools to be seen along the bankii 
of the riven 6ilai and Jaypanda or JaykhSl. They ere of small 
breadth and depth, and ore locally called Aatru or hhdia 
made hj (he feet of Aium. Near MejiS is a large swamp, colled 
the MejU Sil, formed by the overflow of the Dimodar. 

The uplands are atiU covered in many etretohesfoasiTi. 

of low eomb-juogle or of young saf (Shwa ivbfut&) sapUir^^ 
with oeoaaonslly a dense thorny undergrowth. In the west -and 
south, trees of larger growth m;e found, but^ui tiie csutt&l'tbHion 
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of the difitriot sotbing but etoDted jusgU now tomaine, sll elM 
having been aimed away by ibe woodman or obarooal bamar. 
Svan now, though the larger treoa have been felled long ogOr the 
latter, wherever they oon, dig op and bum down the rooU 
and atumpe for theii ohuooal kilns, The oonae^uenoo li that, 
where no natnotion is plaoed upon indieorimiDato oLearanoo, 
the soil LB rapidly beooming banes. Here and thoio, it is true, a 
scanty herbage a^ spriogs up under the slight oover afiordod by 
the stunted bushes romoming, But so iniuffloisst and ooarao is it> 
if left to Itself, that tbs mb abitouts resort to the erpodient of 
foroing it by firing the sorub b March and April. With tho first 
shower of rain, the gross agaio shoots up, and being of a finer and 
better quality, offoids a littlo more nutrimontto ihebdf'starved 
oskti^e. But unfortunately at this time the young Is just 
putting forth new leavei and shoots, and, these being destroyed, 
its growth end spreod are eileotually retarded, Tho surfaoo soil 
of the uplands, being thus deprived ^ the protection which Nature 
would otherwise afford, is washed away by every fall of rain, 
leaving exposed large anas of hard oompok ferruginous soil, on 
which nothing will grow. In this way, the distriot is being 
slowly but suToly denuded of its foroste, 

In spite of this, ths iJl forest growth, which has been left or is 
springing up, ii of some economic value, and there ore several 
jnnglo eetatee, which are ceropped either yearly for firewood or at 
larger intervals for the sako of eaplmgs. The jungles also produoo 
a smaU quantity ei tusscr ooooons, wbloh are reeled into thread 
by women of the weaver ekes, and some medloinal plants, which 
are need by native pbysioiaos for Dodidsol purposes. 

The greater po^on of the district ooDcists of a roUing country 
covered iy laterite and aUnsium, which, it is believed, was origin¬ 
ally a region, or if, as Is highly probable, it were subaqueous, a 
eea-bottom formed by an uitdulaiing surface of rook, from which 
rose numerous rooky isl&nde, themselvee ths relioe of a former 
denudation. To the cast there is a wide plain of recent alluvioiD, 
while metamorphio or gneiesoae rocks are found to (he extreme 
west, which includes a few of the more easterly projecting head¬ 
lands of (be inmeoee area of gneisioee rooks comprised in OhoU 
Nfcgpur. These outliers ste omnerous in the south-west of 
Blnkura, while in the aorth-weet, and across towards MRliirS, 
metamorphio rocks stand up boldly in well-marked ridges or 
bands, the prevailing oharaoter of wUch is hotnblendio, assodated 
with granitoid gaein. Strong maseiTe runs of the homblendio 
varieties stretoh across the country in tolerably continuous lines, 
the general strike being nearly east and west. The some prevailing 
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bombJondio c^iomoter of dio rocb ooatiniM doathwarda to (he 
bill of Kors, vbiob la composed of a granular quartzite of 
light greTuh-vhita colour. Thie hill is in tbe eeme line as 
the more morlced riae of 8osuiii& to the ivest, and it may not 
improbably be oonnooted vith ^ same Kae of fanltfng or d^urb' 
anoe. There u a marked change in the dircotion of the rooks 
noitii and south of thie line, which seems to ocmflrm such a 
enppoaition. Close to KorA bill on the south-west, borahlesdio 
Bohists ooour, traTersed by numcroua runs of pegmatitio granite. 
Q?hey seldom exceed one foot in width, hat they may <^en be 
traced for buucliedB of yards, the fleshy white colour of the felspar 
oontiQStang strongly with the dark greyiah-green of the decom* 
po^g hombldndio rodka. They frequently form a Uttlo sharp 
ridge, and look like a great white cable stretohed along the 
Borfsoe. Schorl Is abundant in them and, with a pinkish felspar 
and pure quartz, forms the ontiie rook. 

As one approaches the town of i&ttkkoA, the rocks become 
markedly honxblendio, traTsrsedby granite reins, while to ibe east 
the gneiss beoomes gradually oovered np with laterite masses 
and ooarse sandy days. In the town itself, and to tbe west of It, 
gneiss is abondantly seen, shewing in great rounded bosses—the 
tops of swelling masses, wMoh jnat peep through the more reoent 
deposits of laferltic and grar^y ohorariar. South of BlnkuiS, 
reins of epidio^o granite may he traced outting through the 
gneiseoee rocks ■ and toward the west, gneusoee and homblendio 
^ks may be seen here and there just beneath the surface’of 
the ferruginous gravel and hiterite cloys. In tbe 6ilai river in 
the south-west of tiie district tbe mettfoorphio rooks are well 
expcMed, but they ore muoh disturbed, and oat up by many 
irregular veins of granite. This granite Is highly zniosoeoos along 
the edges, the mloa being found in largo orystalHne masses of a 
whitish odour. 

But the moat obaraoteristic geologiool featore of the dlstrioi 
is the area of laterite and aasooioted rocks of sanda and gravels. 
In plaoes one finds true laterite in herd masrive beds and hlocks, 
in other places laterite grovels, vhlob have oil the appearanoa of 
being tbe result of the deooisporition and re«arrasgement of this 
more msssiTe laterite. Tbo ferrugisous gravels in some places 
seem to pass by almost iDperoaptible obanges into tbs solid 
laterite, and in a few iasUacee have become reoenented Into a 
msae not easily distinguished from that rook. On the other 
band, they pass by equally iuaenrible gradationa into a ooerse 
sandy olay contdning only a few of the femiginons nodules of 
laterite, which are buely suffiedent to give a red tint to the whole. 
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la this OMO ftlso oaloor&ona kanJtar u fre^udsUy a«acdat«d. It 
mAy be men^onad that locally the aodular {erroginoiu rook> 
Ireown 00 lateritc, ia generally oalled while the oaloareoiu 

oonoretionSi oonimonly used u the eoiroe of limd> whioh il 
geologist would oall kankar, are known ae gkuiin. 

In tho north of the district laterite does not ooTor any great 
area between the alluvial flats along the hver DAmodox on the 
one bond end the gnoiea on the other. Jtie eoon near Barjorft 
and in thin patches of no great extent nearer to the town of 
Bflnkurft. In ti;e higher and more broken gro^ind extending to 
Soo&mukhl andthe Bhalkieor, it oorera the groater pari of tho 
swelling ooppioe*coyered ridgee, and is for the most part gravelly 
in oharaoter, bat here and thwo forms thick) eolid and maidve 
beds. Towards the west, it beoomoe thinner and lees marked, 
find gradually more mixed up with the debris of the gneus. 
Tbe data of the Dbalkisor now intervene, and south of that 
rivsT laterite again shews, forming similar long low BwelUog 
ridges ^ broken ground, whioh extend from B&nkurS to 
Midnaporc. 

'Wherever it has been seen, the laterite is detrital, /.s,, it 
contains pebbles of quarts and often of other rocka also, but 
oUefly of quarts. Not infrequently these imbedded pebbles and 
fregments inoreose in numW, until the rook beoomea a coarse 
ferruginous oonglomonte. Layers of eandstenee aro frequently 
found with this conglomerate, irregular in Halt dovelopment and 
arrangecient. Near Sonimukht to the east, this reoent conglo* 
merste, which forms an upper oake«like coating where the laterite 
rocks ocour, rests npon a bed oi loose quarts pebbles forming a 
ooarse clean gravel* Most of tho pebbles are well rounded, some 
of them being as big as a man’s head. Another point of interest 
oonneotsd with these laterite deposits is that, os we approach the 
gneiss rooks to the west, the number and the sins of the frag¬ 
ments of quarts, felspar, and other debris of those rooks increass, 
clearly in^oating the source from which they have bean derived. 
The laterite itself gradually thine out and dies away towards 
the west, becoming broken up into iBolatcd patohea ot smaller 
and smeller extent and thiokneas, untQ at last a few loose blocks 
may bs the only trace of its former oootzjTenoe. On the other 
hand, the depodt becomes more continuous and thicker towards 
the .east, until it is covered up by c4aye. Widely spread over 
jihese laterite rooks, there is a sa^y cloy often composed to a 
large extent of the small rounded nodular oonoretions of the 
[laterite, and passing from this into on ordinary sandy cUtj with 
oaloaieouB kan^r. 
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The Goiidwin4 lystem reprtwited m Um Dortiiem porUon 
of th4 disfa^ eoQ^ qI tht Dimed»r mr bd^wMii Mejii ud 
ihe BihBcinitb biU. The b«lt tn, bitveTtf, moob oororod by 
alltiTma. Tbdy belong to the lUnlganj group, aixd mny oont«n 
UMtixl Boainf ot ooaL* 

The <MUm portion ol the diitnot ionni put ot tbo rioe Dotavt. 
ploisfl of Weetam Beagnl, and land andar noe oultiTatiou 
oonUini tbe ufual mwab voada of the GasgoUo plain. On poadi, 
diiobei and ttiU itnanu, float aqoado pkntaj aooompuuod by 
many mbmergod water waade. Hound villagoa, and in the 
neigbboarbood of towns, there ata tha naoal ibrobbarioa of aemi- 
apontanaouii oftao rab-eoonomio, ebruba and itoae, wbiob 
aro oocaaionally of ooniiderabla eitant. Tba loora obarartarutio 
ebrubby apadea ua Otjfwtmu, nderee#, 

iu/briunatum, S^tfinum tamw, and rarioru otbar ipacaei of tbe 
eama ganua, baatdei TmUy Stre^ai and hitfida. Somo 
other apaoiea of flga, moat notably tha ptpal and banyao, with 
tha rad cotton tree {flomtaa inaAitoiSfiM), mango 
vifHot), and/iya/ (Ocb>a Wtdier), maba up tba arboroaoant part 
oi tb«H tbickatej in wbiob PAmna and Bortutut 

art often praaant in coniidarable ^untitiee. Hedgu 
and waita pUoae are ooTarad with olimbisg oraopen and raiioni 
milk waade, and alao bubov quantitiaa ^ Jdircpk* ffcmppi/bUa, 

Vrma, SiMro^im, Mt and eimilar planU. lloadeidaa an 
oftao olothad with a award of abort graaaaa, and open gUdea 
with taller gra eeae oi a eoam obanotar, while in dry plaoea than 
are eareral kinda of gnuaaa paooliu to dry ragiooe that bate 
wandered from tha wart to thia diatrtot. l^ara there are patobee 
ol f orut or iQrob«jnngla, other than tboaa of the tilloga sbrul^ 
bary olae% tba more rtriking ooutitaanta are WeruUtndio wearte, 

Om/ina or&orea, ^dwia ^trdi/Uig, Sfhrrigiu aniid^tenitriea, 

FWpAfM iomnUMf iVaiwda and 8i«pUgfHt 

The raat oi tbe dirtrirt ii higher, and hue the nplonde an 
hue or oorared with a aonb-jungle oi Zitpphm and other tbomy 
ehmba. This ecmb-jungla gndQtlly margaa into forert, where til 
(fleoraa robutta) ie gragariona, wbila the low hilU are ooraitd 
by a mixed iorert containing ^eciaa of 2liUtu«, Sckkichant 
JSctppix4 and otbar traea 

^e following U a brief aooouni of tba moat oommon treat and 
plants of econonno tua found in tba dietnot {Uueim 


• TU Strwfiwrt TmUirt* tf Matrfn, ^Um^j 

• •r Orir««, V«aetr», 0««krt<«J Swrey •! ladU, Tel. I, Pk a 
C90t>‘JtM, Vr BUfilocd, 7o1. UJ, PL L 
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prurieni) U ft l^guminone creeper, liie eecde and Mcd^TdaMle (d 
which Are pounded end ueed as a blister; tbe seod'VeBsele aio 
ooTOied with in9 hoixy epises, which are bi^M; irritating to the 
akia ‘vhen haotUed, oousng in^ftsunation and eweUing. The 
omaliAi {Cania Fidtiia) is one of the bandsoraeet boee in the 
dietriot, baling large pendulouB bright yellov flowora, wbidi bsTO 
giren it Qie name of tUe Induin laburnum. Xho pulp» ‘whiob is 
of A dark-brown colour and sub-aoid taste, earrce oa a laxatlTe, 
while the leaTss and seods ore pomided and used bb a purge. 
Tbo wood la mu oh sought after by the poorer (dsasea for props to 
tiieir hoaeoi, as it is bard and durable, end ia not easily aiTeoted 
by damp, or readily attookod by white ante. The daan {TtirmU 
noUa iomiUota) is another Taluable tioo, yielding a good wood, 
iffbicli ia ohieBy employed for making b&iels and door-poeta. 
Tbo leaves fumieh one of the chief supplies of food to the tuaaer 
siUcwonni whiob spins its ooooons on the small broncibes or twigs; 
and its branohes are frequented by the shellao insect. The babul 
(Acaeia arabica) is oommon in the distrloi The flowers end 
seeds are used for medicine; tbe seeds are givcm to cattle as 
fodder in had seosous; the gum exuding from the bark is ooUeoted 
and Bold In tbo basors. From tbe wood, which is vftiued for its 
duiabiHty and hardness, oart-wheels and ploughs are made, while 
the bark yields a good ton; a deoootion of it is often used 
to hordes tbo soles of tbe feet. 

Tbo baif {Zitypftue yie\6a a small, round, aoid and 

astringent fruit, which the poorer classes gather when ripe, dry on 
the roofs of their houses, and use as food. The wood is of little 
use, but fenose round the fields are mode from the Bmsller 
br^ches. The b«l {AepU Manighi) grows freely in Baakur&, 
end often attains a large use. Tbe natives bake tbe fruit in 
its rind or sbsU, and ndministei it for dyBonterio affeotions; 
A deoootioc of the bark and root ia some^ce used by them 
in oasee of palpitation of the heart, and a decoction of the 
leaves in istbmatio oomplainta. The plant called big bbertndd 
(Jairopha Ontvaa) grows round most of the village gardens. The 
seeds, from whiob oil is also expressed, sre used as a oatbartic, and 
the leaves forponltioas; the milky jiboe that exudes from the 
stem whm out forms, with oxide of iron, a good black vanxish. 
Tbe roots of the bich^i {Tt-agut wpolucrala) are employed hy 
native doqtcis as an aUerstive medioine, while tbe sbeiply stinging < 
Spines on tbe leaves ore sometimes wetted and applied to paralysed 
limbs toexoite sensibiUty. The fruit of tbo bahord {TerminaHa 
Utencs) is also used medioumlly on account of its astringent and 
tonio properties. Infused in water, it is given os a cooling 
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draught in favars, and aipNCMd juioe ionu ^ h aaia aoTanl 
ooloi^ in dyeing. The aeeda ere used for mailing ^ad oU 

for huzoing is extracted from tKom. 

llio ranic pdsoncna plant oallod d/tai&rs (Dalurc tircmnium) 
mtiy be seen growing in the Tiomity of many villagee. As is well 
hnovn, it pofleeseee nareotio <^iialltisei and the seeds, vhen eaten, 
produce intoxioatlon with Boroe delirium. Thoy ere Bometimee 
mixed with sweomeats, andseoretly admlDutffled, in order to 
fa^tate theft or other criminal derigns. The lesTH smoked with 
toboooo are sold to be useful in aethma. The dkdman tree {OordM 
is found in the weetem junglso, 1 *-^^ yields a hard, oloe^ 
grained and elastiewood used for hdngkis, and, by the fianUIs, 
for bows, ploughs, eto. The pdb tree (i)»e^yrw £mbrffopfffit) ie 
chiefly valued on acoount of its fruit, the expmsed juioe of which, 
boiled down to a thidk ecnsistenoy, is used os a vaniish to protect 
boats from decay and from the afctaohs of worms. The juioe 
oontains about 60 per oeni of tannic arid, audit a valuable 
astringent end styptic, which finds a place in tdie native pha^ 
maoopom. When ripe, the fruit forme an article of food, which 
is much esteemed by the country people, fruit of the harri 
{Tm/twaiia ohcbula) ie also need medirinally as a pu^atire. 
hfiied with oateoho, it is a favourite remedy for rd^ in the 
mouth. The im/i (Tmarineka in^a) ie common all ever the 
distriotj the fnut is dried and used In cuiries, or mixed with 
water for sherbet, bat the nativee believe that, unless dmnk very 
sparingly, it induces rbeumatum. The wood is hard asd olcoe 
grained, and is used for making oiUpveesei, sugar miUs, etc. 

Suchiid (Strychstos I^tuD^tcmica), which yields the cerntnon 
yus-vomica poison, ie oommon in the jungles to the west and 
south, and is also found near the town of BlnWs. The seeds sot 
as a etimulant tonic in email doses; and it is not uncommon to 
find «ows ecting tho leaves, the result being that thrir milk has 
a sharp bitter toete for sevex^ daye. Tho tnoAud {Battia kH/oUa) 
U very common and fumishsa an impoctant put of the food 
supply of the poorer classes. ^Than itu thick waxy •leaved flowers 
begin to fall, the people gather them up o&refully, and dry them 
for food or eelL themlortlie distillstioxLof country spiiiL The 
seeds yield an oil and a kind of battery rabetence, both of which 
are used to mix with and adulterate pM, while a deoootios cf the 
bark and leaves is said to be usehl in oases of rheumaUsm. From 
the palai (Btfise /rondoia) the gum oalled ''Bengal kino^’ Is 
pTOdnoed, It is rich in tonnio and gallic orids, is a powerful 
astringent, and is very useful in oases cf dianhma. The iq/iiti 
{Morinpa piftygotpSTme), oommoB^ oalled the horBe'ndish bee, ie 
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prurunt) ^ ft legtiminoae oneper^ tlie oad ioed^rMaeis of 
'(vbioh &» poiUkdftd and uaed u a blutor; thd flood-veas8lft an 
oorerftd vith £&« boiry ftpinee, wbiob are iiglUy initatiag to tha 
e2do whan baodiadf oauozig jnB&iniDatioa and swelHsg. The 
maitOt {Caniit Fistula) i» one of the handiooiaet iroea in the 
dietrioti LftTing large penduloue bright yellow flowers, which hsTO 
given It the same ol llxo Indian labuninm. The pulp, which is 
of a dftrh'brown colour and sub-ooid taste, aervoa as a laxative, 
while tbs leaves and seeds are pounded and used os a purge. 
The wood is znuoh sought after by the poorer oUssee for props to 
their housee, as it ii hard and durable, and is not easily afleeted 
by damp, or readily nttsoked by white ants. The diua 
nalia (swiniosa) is another valuable txoo, yiel^g a good wood, 
which is chiefly employed for making lintels end door*posts. 
The leaves furnish one oi the chief supplies of food to the tusser 
sillEwona, which spine its oocoons on the smoU brsnohes or twigs; 
and its brancibes are fre<iu«nted by the ihellso inseot. The 
{Aetuia arabiea) is oommoD iu the distnot. The dowers and 
seeds are used for raodloins; Ibe seeds arc given to oatble as 
fodder in bad seasooi; the gum exuding from the bark is ooUeoted 
and sold in the bo bats. Ftooi the wood, which ie valued for its 
durability and hardness, oart^wheols sod ploughs are made, while 
the bark yields a good tan; a deeooiion of it is often used 
to harden ibo eolei of the feet. 

The Imir (ZitjfpAut Fn/ul^a) yields a small, round, odd and 
aslriugsnt fnit, which the poorer classes gather when ripe, dry on 
the of their houses, and use as food. Ths wood is of little 
use, but fenoes round the Adds ore mode from the scaaller 
branches. Ths M (Aoplfi Jlfarmsios) grows freely in filnkuri, 
and often aituns a Urge rise. The natives bake the fruit in 
its rind or shell, and administei it for dyssateiio afleotionsj 
a deoocUoQ of the bark and root is sometiinee used by them 
is oases of p^pitatlon of the heart, and a decoction of the 
leaves in ssihmatio oomplsints. The plant called bffSnndA 
{Jatropha, Curc<ts) grows round most of the village gsrdene. The 
seeds, iroDX which oil is also expressed, are used as a cathartic, and 
(he leaves for poultioei; the milky juicM} that exudes from the 
stem when out forms, with oxide ol iron, a good black varnish. 
The roots of the biehuti {Tragia invotwrat^i) sis employed by 
oaisTe dootors is an alterative mediome, while the sharply stinging * 
spines on the leaves axe eometimee wetted and applied to psralyeed 
limbs to exedte sensibility. The fruit of the b^fierd {Terminalia 
bskriaa) is also used medietnally on aeoount of its aatnngeot and 
tenio properties. Infused in water, ii is given as a ooc^g 
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diangbi in ldTer«» and tba e^reeaed jaioa lorma fi for seTmi 
oolouifl In djabg. Tke aaeda aid uad for xoaVing ink, and oii 
for burning la axtrooted from them. 

Ulxo rank poiaonouB plant oallod (Daittr4 tiramnium) 

may bo seen gropriag in tLe ^nity of many TilUgea. Aj u -wali 
kooTvn, it poeaawos nuootio qualitiM, and tlio awda, wbon oatan, 
prodnoa intoxiooUon 'tritb fiaroa daiirium. 7hoy ara aomotimaa 
mixed with avaamoata, and uorotly adminiiterad, in order to 
hd]it6i$ thaft or other oriminal da&gna, Tbo laaTM unoked Tvitb 
tobflcoo are and to b« uaaful in aathma. The t/AdMofl trod {OvrtHa 
MooMv) ia found in tba waatam jnoglai, and yialda ahaid, oloae- 
grained and alaatiowood used for hAngh(4, and, by iha 3«utili, 
for bowa, plougha, eto. The git itea (£>iotpyr64 ia 

oHafly v^ued on aooount of ita £ruU, the expraaaod juioa of vhiob, 
boiled down to a thick eonaietenoy, ia iu«d oa a Taroiah to protect 
boata from decay and from the etUoka of woma. Tha jnice 
ccntaioa about 00 por oent. of tannlo acid, andii a raluable 
astringent and aiyptlo, which finda a place in the satiTe pbai* 
maoopoia. Wboo ripe, the fruit forma an article of food, which 
ia muoh aateemad by the country people. The fruit of the harri 
{Tat mUalia chtbuh) ia olao used medicinally aa a purgatire. 
h£ised with oatechu, it ia a farourita remedy for uloer in tha 
month. The inh {Tomat'IndM iftdiea) ia oommoa all orar the 
diatrict^ tha fruit ii dried and uaed in eurriaa, or mixed with 
water for aherbet, but ^a nativee believe that, unleii drunk very 
sparingly, it Inducea rbeamatiim> The wood ia bard and cloaa 
grained, and ia uaed for making cibpraaaes, ngar aiila, etc. 

KwhiU {BliychtM which yialda the common 

Nua-wmiea poison, la oommon in the jungles to tha west and 
south, and ia olao found near the town of The eeeds sot 

os a stimulant tonio iu email doaei; and it is not unoommon to 
And OOW6 dating the leavaa, the result being that their milk has 
4 sharp bitter toste for several days- The iwhua {Datm htifoUa) 
it very oommon and iumiahea an important part of the food 
supply of the poorer claaaea. When its thick waxy-leaved flowera 
begin to fall, the people gather them op oaiefully, and dry them 
for food or eell them for the distilUtion of countiy eplrlt. The 
BMds yield an oil and a kind of buttery subetaaoe, both of which 
aie need to mix with and adulterate gAl, while a deoootion of the 
bark and leavei Is said to ba useful in coses of rbeumatiso). From 
the palOt {Butaa /roniota) tha gum called “Bengal kmo" ia 
produoed. It is rioh in humic and g^lio aoids, ia a powerful 
aalringent, and ia very useful m oases of ebarthcaa. The kajinA 
pierygoipvm)^ oomnionly oaUed the hona-radiih tree, ia 
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% Qommon trdB iu B&nkati. The and youag pods are 

osod ai oairide> the pods Also making a good piokle with vinogsr 
and eslt. Tbo roots, vluoh liave a puugoat iaetO) fumieh & 
fubfldtute for hozM^rodieh, and are also ccnsidored useful in oases 
of paraljeifl. A limpid oil oalled is oxtrsofed from (he 
seeds, wUoh ia used in perfumes and aleo by waioh-makers. Tiie 
)c$nd {Diotpf/ra meloftox^hn) Is found in most oi the unolesied 
junglo. It yields a very hard, doee*grainad wood, the oentro or 
core being very hard and black, and, in old trees, similar to 
ebony ^ this blook heait«wood is, in foot, known as Bengal ebony. 
Besides the above, iho laango, date-palm, jrtpait banyan, red 
cotton tree and are oommon. 

Though tho physical featuraa oi a large part ol Bftnkurft 
resombb thoee of the adjoining districte of ChotA Nagpur, it is 
far from being ao vreB stocked with game. This is due to the 
gradual thinning out and, in many plaoas, the entire extermina¬ 
tion oi the eztenave tii junglu which onoe covered tho cpluds, 
and to the continued extension of oulUvatioD, whieh have 
gradually driven big game westwards. It is aleo due, in a large 
measure, to the nthlesa demotion of animal life by Sant^ 
and other forest tribes, who never lose an opportunity of killing 
whatever living thing they come acroes. This is especially the 
oase in the oouna of tbeir large annual beats, which take place 
at oertsin festivals iu the hot weather, On these occasions they 
gather in hundreds, and the jungles ore praotiooBy denuded of 
^l game, for no^ng comes amiss to their bews and arrows or 
edoke, their aim with ^oee weepone being marvellously accurate, 
li must not be Bcppoeed, however, that the district has been 
altogether deauded oi big game, for both leopards smd boars 
flie still fouad in the more remote jungles and even occa¬ 
sionally in the vidui^ of the town of B&nkurS. But they aro 
hcooming Boarcer year by year, as cultivation expands, the need 
for fnel bsoomae greater, and tha jun^e beoomee thinner. 

Arwwdipg to a report fumisbed by the District Officer, tigen 
still oomeionally frequent the jungles at 8aliorilin the north-wttt 
and in the Baipur thSna fo ^e eouth'west. A few man-eaters 
are also said to be found in the extensive jungles of SuinS, 
and Jobf in tldoa wluoh have an aggre¬ 

gate area of Id equare milee; ia 1904 two pexeons were reported 
as having bees kiUad by them. Leopards, wild bear and hyenas 
are said to be found in the jungles at BirringhS, 8itgiohi, 
hCsnikbazar and Band in the Tayr&mpur outpost; a^H&tb&ri, 
Kviahnaganj, lidabnagar and Jirmobsn in the Kotalpur thfina; 
at Belb&nd, Belnlii and EfimSrpokhur in the Bishnupur thsna; 
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in low i]Ungld*oUd bills of th&a& lUipur ; at Saali&, Jay* 
kriahnnpur, Dbaban! and Beliabre ia the Barjorft outpost ; Sit 
Sl&lplba^, Koobdiuga* Db&Deltnlft and Dhoadol ia the Son&mukbl 
tliJbitk: £knd in the fugles to wath of the Tfildingri outpost. 
Spotted deer are reported to baTd their habitat at the TuH bill 
and in the jungles of Jhirl, TUghari and Dabrfljpui in tbina 
Ba^r. It should be added, lio?reTer, that there are no weU* 
aubhenilcated Instonoee of tiger being found iu the distriot nnoe 
the early sixties, and that the natirea often use the term bora 
bAffh for large leopards or panthers, vhioh are atill plentiful in 
parts of the dishiot. 

Wild olepbante vere formerly fairly numerous, hut hare no^r 
dleappesxed. The last oooesion on vhloh wild elephants yisited 
the district was in 1896—>1900, when three of theee beasts roamed 
through the eoulh-weatern pcoiion of the distriot and gradually 
worked their way to within 12 miles of the town of BSnkuifi. 
They were eTentually pioolaimed by Goromment in consequence 
of their haying caused great damage to the crops and proved 
daageroni to human life • and two Bi^pean eportaaen socoeeded 
in shooting ooe enormous male, by a single well-plaoed bullet 
from an sigbtebore psradox, and in wounding a seoond, which 
killed a boy in his wild career westward. Since tbit year 
wild elopbants baTe not appeared in the district, though it is 
possible that a few may^ find tbw way tc tbair former 
haunts and the extzeme sonth-west from neighbouring 
districts. 

The oommon blaok or sloth bear ia atill fairly plentiful, though 
not found in the same numbeia os 40 or even 80 years ego, when 
there was sooroely a large patch of jungle that oonld be beaten 
without one or two, or evsc more, being turned out. Now, 
except in the more remote jungles, it eoaroely pays to have a 
beat, jungle after jungle proriog blank; and the best wsj of 
seeuring a bear is to wmt till news is brought of a she*bear 
with oubt haring taken up quarters in a deo. They are 
very deetruotive to the maUe and Bugaroane crops, and are often 
found stripping aahud trees of theii flowers, of -which they are 
exceedingly fond; the mother generally climbs tiie tree and 
fihakes the branches in order to make the flowers fell down to 
her oubs below. They freqnently attack barmlees men and 
women, who happen to cross their path while engaged in burning 
charcoal or gathering fuel; and it is not an onoonunon right to 
see patients in the dispensoriee who have snSered eevere maulings 
from them, the head being frequently badly damaged by their 
attampte to tear off the scalp. 
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Leopuds are etUl foundj Chough in deoreasing nnmhers, and 
here as elwwhere are paftioulorijr deeCruotlTe to emaUer oaiilei 
eheep, goats, and doge. They are oommonly trapped m oagee. 
There ie a well-auChe&tioated ineCAnoe of a romarkahle oapinre 
of a leopard at Jaipur, which is worth 7 of montion. Two 70 UJig 
SanUd fAkhii or oowherd hoys were ratuming home after grasing 
their cattle, when they oaugUt eight of tho tail of a leopard 
protroding through the trellis work of the oowahod. One of diom 
dashed forward and caught hold of the tail, pulling the Leopard 
towards him, while he told his brotlior to nm into tho cowshed 
and bolahour tho bmte with a thick stick. This liis hrother did, 
and with each affect that the boeet was eoos /an d4 combat and 
nltimatelj killed outright 

Among othor oamvoions animals iho following are fairlj 
oomxnon:—hysnae, jackals, fox, dTet oats, and wild oats of several 
species, as well as ^e nhiqnitous mongoose. Wild pig and wolves 
ore rarer, but are ocoasionally ast with, and wild dogs are still 
more uncommon. It is eomewhat surprising that wild pig are not 
more numerous, eonsidenng the area of jungle still left, hut thoir 
pauoit/ is prol»hl 7 due to their deetruotion while efciU 7 oung hy 
leopards, byenae and wolves, as w*e!I as hy the jungle tribes, who 
are partioularly fend of their ileeh and never lose an opportunity 
of catching them irreepeotiTe of sex or else. Deer are rare, and 
can only be found in the extreme weet, on the borders of 
Kgnbhlim, where a few spotted, hog, barking, ravine, and dwarf 
deer are ocoasionally seen, hut the noble sdntareeldom, if ever. 
Other common animals ore monkeys, ohieily the large black- 
faced jtsnwndn, squirrels, poronpiries, and rale and mice of every 
desoription, including the odo^^erous musk rat. 

Pea-fowl are still fairly numerous in some psrta of the 
dietriot. Among other game birds are grey and black partridge, 
jungle fowl, quail, pigeons and on oooaaional leaser hcuican. 
On the Dfimodor sind £fiBai rivers soverol species of wild 
goose, duck, snipe and ordinary water-fowl are found in fair 
numbere, but are not eo oommon as in other districts. Other 
common birds are those usually met with in other parts of 
Bengal, ranging from the vuUnre and £eh«eagle to the bulbul, 
sparrow, honey-suoker, and other birds too numerous to men¬ 
tion in detail.' 

The fish found in Bdnknri are tiie common ones met with in 
other parts of Bengal and are mostly caught in tanks or irrigation 
leservois (tdadAs), The most common species are the rut, mrffol 
end kaiid. During freehets hihd find theur way up the D&modar 
and some of the hili-streaics, and in the dry eeason large prawns 



FffmflAL Amon. 


IT 


are o&o^lit in' 0i« shaltows oi tha tinra. Hera, aa 
aliiowhAn, ersj pool ol «a(« is rathlealy fiiliad, and sfon 
the tnaUeal fry ora noi cptfed^ 

Snakai ara not vary noamoiia, but aavartl Tanadoa ara fou&dj 
inoludifig tbe cobra and Is^rtU (Jfuiiffttrut c^trvlm)^ thi dhOman, 
wUob grows to a larga ssa, an oQoanonal pytkon in tka biUy and 
looky porta, tbo ordinary gnia and otbar ban&lau eiakca * 

Tha nliitvftta, o^aaail/ in tiia upland trac^ to tha waat* is Oinun, 
mnob driar kkan that of Eaton Bao^^. From tha middla of 
March to tha beginning of Juna hot vaataily wioda prevail, and 
tha haat during tba day tiaa ia oppreawTa, tha tharmomatar in the 
^ada riaiog aa high at 1 Ilf to 115^. Th«a waitariy wind# 
generally die away daring the aftaruooo, after whi^ a oo^ brease 
aeta io from tha eonth about annait, and laita ont^ aidy morning, 
when another loll mhan io tha acorching weetarty braaia again. 
Horth^watoe, howerar, are fr^ioeni daring then mosiba, and 
help to mitigate (he eicei^Te heat of the day. They are aooom- 
panied by more thunder and lightning, but far len rain, than ia 
obearrod with en^ itorma futber to ibe aaetward. Indeed, they 
often paaa over withoot any nioCall, and in aoah oaaei the tbuiidir 
and lightning, and the fora of the wind, wO Tiolmt. Daring 
the mlxu, whieK aet in daring tha month of June and lait tintiL 
lha middla of Beptember, the oliraate is oomparatiTaly ploaaant, 
for it iasot ao snltry, damp and ateamy ae in other Bmgal diatriote 
at tha same Maon of the year. * The cold waathar m'iIm far morq 
bnoing and anjoyabla, the air ia ctaar, aad foga are raroly seen. 

In Binkort, Uka eome of tha nora waataiiy dleiriob of 
6outh-Weat Dengal, whare the’ surface soil is oompoaad of rad 
lataHta and the hot weeUriy winda from Central In^ penetrate 
at timei, exceptionally high day Camperahina are n featw of the 
hot vrathor mootha. ^e maan m^ytmgm temperatsra, whiob is 
on an average bebw 80 ^ in Daoimber and Jeouary, rlaae to 62^ 
in February, 99^ in March and 102^ in ApriL Thereafter, there 
!a a steady fall aoiil the monsoon ,ia e^bUihed. The mean 
temperature for ibe year ia 60*. 

The monthly rainfall is lea than* an inch from November to 
January, and ^tween one inch aodtwo tooha from February to 
April, pfter which there ia a vt|dd inorease owing to the oooa* 
sioual inoazrioQ of oydonio stomia in May. Daring the moneoon 
seaaon. olimatio oondltioni are very to tboee obtaining ia 

other parts of South*Weet Bengal. The rainiaU is maintained 


* The tboT*uMM(«r kb* fuBHrf BaakeA few bate praftarsd frai • aoU 
kisSlr oeakriWtad Hr. W. & LrSiwd ef n* Kaiwr, Btlmi. 
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ehidfly by oyolooio efcoms, vhich form io the nnih-VMi anglo 
of tbo fifty (k BoQgftl ft&d mfiuonoe Trofttlior ovftr tho wbolo ci 
Boullwvttt of ibo Vroviuod, and (Uso by iuUnd dftprOMiOBBi. vhiob 
form ovdr tbo ooofra) diatriols of Boaga) oad XDOve elowly wett- 
vard. thft diatfjofc ia more in tho Jiao of Advouco of tlioM 
lattor diftiiirbanodft, rainfall is not so fti>proQiably lighter as might 
bft oxpeotod from ita inland position, Tbs arorogo foil in Juno 
ia 10*8 inebos, lo July iubliea, in August 11*0 inobu, in 
SoptamW 8*7 indios, and in Ootobor 3*1 mohoe. Tbo total 
averags fall for tbo yaav io 36*20 inohoa. 

The following tabU shows tlia rainfall recorded at aaoK of tbs 
registering slaUone during tho cold, hot and rainy’soasonsj the. 
Agurae ehowu being the avoi*agos reoorded in oaob oese:— 
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Tkb bistoiy of B&nkorft, m (u m it ii bsowo^ pri^ to tho period Ent «»& 
of British role^ isidoatkal vitlL the hisioiy ol rue ozid fell of 
the lUJfti of Bidbnapor, —H to bo one o£ the oldest (^oHtios Ia worpR^ 
Bongtl. ** Tbo oodAt B&jU of Biohfispar,” writes ICt. B. 0. 

Butt, “ trtoe bool their htstocy to e timo when Hindoe were atill 
Tsi^iA^ 20 Delhi, end tho iiF Ti ' e of UTuelm&iu wu itot yet heerd 
iu Indio. Indeed, they ooxzld abetdj oouot Cto ceotuiM of rule 
07er the weetem frantic treots of Beagai before BeUttiytr 
EHljf wreoled that proTince from the Hiodoe. The UiuelmitL 
ooa<iueet of Bengal, hoverer, made no diSerenoe to the Biehxinpnr 
priooei. Proteeted by nptd ourronta Qke the Bimodar> hy 
exteiuirt traots of eomb>vood and jangle, as well ae by stzoog 
forte like that of Biahnnpar, tluue jangle king! were little known * 

to the Kusalmin nzlers of the iea^e portioiu of Bengal, and were 
nerer interferrd with. For long contairiea, therefde, the kings 
of Biehoupnr were saimie iiiihm ihdr extonfive territories. At 
a later period of Mwalmin rale, and when the Mag^l power 
esfended and oozudidated itwlf oo. all eidei, a hfoghal army 
sometunea made its appearaooe near Bkhni^ar with diims of 
tribate, and txihote was probably eometimee paid. NeTertbeleei, • 
the of Ktmhid&bAd seraf had that firm hold over the 

B&j&s of Bishnopnr which they bad orer the oloeer and more 
reoent BajUbipe of Bnrdwin and Blrbhutn. Aa the BnrdwSn 
It&j grew in poarer, the Blehonpor faifiily fell into deeey ; Mah&* 
rijft £irli Ohand of Bordwin atUoked the Biihnupur BA] and 
added to hie aasicdiri large alieee of his neighboor’s territories. 

The Mar&tbie ooa^ated the rain of'the Bishimpar hoxue, wbiob 
is an impoveriibed mmindiri in tho present day. 

** This ancient and naowned family is, of cooree, a Kahattriya Oareii of 
family, aod some tboosandi ef people liviag in all parta of ^”^ 1 , 
B&nknri diatriot, and who are deacended from the old serranCa or 
retainers, soldiera or reiationa of the Biahoapar lUjK are £sbat« * 
triysa sIm by osste .... The story by whioh the Buhni^uT 
Kshittriyaa oonneot themselres with the Esbattriyas of NortWu 
India, is that told in Dr. Hunter’s AhmU ey Sural SaH 0 elir^ 

0 8 



^0 


BAIKmi. 


" Siogh, the foDodfr of* the d^aaij of Buhnapnr, 

deriTee biB oTigin from the king! of JaiQ&gu noftr Briodib^n. 
Tbe atory of bU ptmUgo ib ob foUovBTbo king of Joiaager, 
beiog seixod vith a decin to vint distant coontrias, set oat for 
FaroihoUam, and on bia way tbitbrr paaaed through Biabaapur. 
Wbila TMticg at ana of the halliag plaoH in iha groat foreit of 
that oQimtry, hit wifo gavo birth to a ion ; and the kiag foro> 
aooing tt\6 difGoolty of oazrying a child with him, loft tba 
DOthar and bor baby bobiad in tbo woodi, aod want forward on 
hio jonmay. Soon after iha fatbw bad dapariadi a roan nnrood 
Sri ICnamotia Bigdi (an aboriginal inhabitant)^ when gathoring 
flra*wood, poind by tho baiting plaos, and aaw iha nowly>bom 
child If log bolplan aiul alona. Tba motbar naraf wm haard of; 
and whothar aha wi»*daToarod by wild baaata, or found ibeltar 
with tba naiiTMf ramaisi a myatary to thii day. Tba woodman 
took tba infant homa, and raa^ bim till ba raaebad tba ago of 
aOTon, whan a oertain Brihtnan of the plooa, itnok with hia 
haanty and tba marki of royal dacoant Uiat ware vUibta on' h:s 
peroon, took bim to bia bonao. Soon afterwaidt, tba king (an 
abort^nal pHnea) baring dud, bia obaoquiaa wan oalabratad with 
gnat pomp, and paopla from all parte went to tha fanonl fooat. 
Tha Bribnon baing vary poor want among tiio reat, taking 
Bagbn with him. Whan Iba Brihman wu in tha middla of bia 
rapaat, tba lata king's rlaphant aainad lUgha with bia trunk, and 
approach ad iba amply throno. Oraot woa .tba oonaternotlon and 
terror, laat iha aUphirot should doahtha boy to plaoaa ; but whan 
tha royal animal oarafullj pUoad tbo lad on tba tbrona, tba wbola 
mnllituda, tbttndar>atmok at aaoiog a dead ao manifaatiy dona by 
the will of God, flllad (ba plaoa with tbair toolamaiioni, and 
tba ttiniatara agraad to otown iba boy on tha ipot^ BagLnnfctb 
Singb, tbarafora> wu tba drat king af Biehnnpat/' 

**Sooh ie tha story of tha daaeast of tha Biabnupor* Kahat> 
triyu from tha KabotWyM of Nortbarn India. If it wara not 
ridionlcma to apply tha mlaa of b^orioal orltioiam to a story 
which is ao apparently a mytb, wa would a*k ona or two qaeations. 
If Sri Kasmetitf Bigdi, we would aoqtiin, found tba child by 
itwlf in tbo foreat, bow did be (or any ooa aUa) know that it wsa 
tba obild of tba qoaen of Jainagar, a^ not of aomo nnfortunata. 
woman of tba naigbbonrbood wbo night bara hettar laasons for 
abandoning bar obild. If tba k»ng of Jainagar, again, fonad it 
* Impoauble to carry tba naw^bom ctuld with biin, could ba not 
harp loH aoffte part ofbii eatabliabmant with provirion to (aka 
, oora of tie qneen and the male unfit rataraed from 

puruaholUui. la tbam any avidenoa, one la inoliQad io ask, 
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b^foad signt vlu<ii t!k« l«fcn>ed firthmao obc«rT«d on Iho 
boy’s forehttd sod tbs Msidaot of Ihs in^uod ^»pbaBt, (o ehsw 
that fhs boj wu a boy, and not a O&gdi boy f And^ 

luily, is tbuo anything (o fix fho dato cr tha suUuulioity of 
iba stoc/t or to sboir that il was not fabrioaiad when tha CAjii of 
Biahjiupui ware poverftU in Weecom Bengal aaJ had aaauDed 
Hindo aiTilisatioD, and ware anxioDS* tbsrafoie, to lu she out a 
re^>eotable rojoL daaoaot for Uiemialvae. Bat it u naodleat to 
tnaka aaoh onqmriee i the itory ia axaotiy anoh ae ie pravaieni in 
all parti of India among aemi-aboriglnal cribea who oonneot them* 
aalvaa with Aryan anoeatora The faot that the Bijia of Biibnu* 
pur oallad tbemselTea Mallaa (an eborigmal (itia) for many 
oenturiea before they aatumad the Eabettriyamie of *Bisgh, tho 
Iftot that dovu to preaent day they are known ai Bigdi PAjaa 
aU orar Bengal, aa wall aa numerous loeal fao(j aodoirooia- 
ekanoea-^U go to prove that tho Uljle ol Biahnopux dxo 
K ahattriyai, beeanse ol timt long ind*pead«noe and 0^ peat 
bUtory, bnt not by deaoent Tba atoiy of daaceat ia legendary^ 
but the Kahatti^aa ol Bldbnupor ean abow tha aaaa latCan 
potent for their Kahattriyabood aa the Eijputa of Northern India 
cr tha origioal Cabattnyaa ol India ooold show, rit., military 
profeeaio& and the axmee ol royal poiran foe oanturiea.*' * 

Tha ooootry over idiioh three BijU raled ii called Mallabbum, Hitu- ^ 
a term now usM {or the treat of oouotcy oompiiaed in tha thiaaa 
of BinburA (exoluding the Ohbilng c^poat), Oodl> Biibnupur, 
iCotalpur and India. Originally, howevar, the term was applied 
to a more extensive tract ol coontry. To the north* it ii believed 
to have atretobed as far aa tiie mod^ Dlmin*i*kobf in tha SantiLl 
Forgaaaa ; to the aonlh it coopriaed part of Widnapoie, and to the 
east part of Bardwiu; and tosoriptions found at Pinohet in 
tbe M&sbhum district show that on ^e went It inolucled part of 
OboU Nagpur, i 

The term Kallabhuia ia aaid to mean the land of the wreatleca, 
and is explained by the legend that the dzet Bijl received 
tbe Utlo of Adi bf^a hrofnhie ikill in wreetliog. Tha name 
Ualla (a wreetler) is a Ssnakrit one, bot it. Appears more 
probable that the titJe ie reelly an aboriginal one, Tha name 
Valla,” writea Ur. W, B. Oldham, *'is a title of tho BijSa of 
Biahnopor, th^ acknowledged kbga of the Bftgdi^ nod of the 
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U&Ib who &re their Sdfffhboar<» around whom ore oeotred 
the moat wnoi^te logenda vbion refer to the conneotioa botvoon 
thoee two tribea. The Uiodu geneologlata of tho houM of Diebnu* 
pur OMort that tbie hei^ditarj title McilU meana the wrestler, 
juet ai U&nbhnm should be Mallabhuiu, tbo luul ol ihu wroeilort. 
As far as I haow, exoopt for tho mere ooisoidenoe of sounOs, 
both atiUEDpUons are oquall^ gratuitous/’ There iS| ” he furtiier. 
points out) "an intimate aonneetion between the Hals sod the 
Bigdis. To tbie day thoy parlako of the i&me hookah and admit 
a ooinmon oiigin, and, in tho. ease of Biehnupur, a oummon 
eoveroign; and my oheemtlon of both people leads mo to 
oonjeotuid that the Uigdis are tho lootion of tho H Ale who have 
aooopted oi^iiaatioA aud life in tho cultivated country as eorii end 
oo'rdigioolets of the Aiyeoi; wbila those Mfile who are stiU fouad 
soaLtered through tbo Bengal delta, and who are not clearly 
iraoeable to the Male of the billi, are either the desaendaute of 
ieobtod and *ooueervatiTe fragmen ti ol the race, or of tboee 
memben of it who tried to follow the oxample of (he B&gdis, 
after the latter had beooma constituted as a recognised aod ox- 
elusive ohite, and tbereioro failed.' * 

To* this it may be added that other portions of. tho dislriut 
appear aleo to have heeu originally the homos of aboriginal races 
and to ha VO been subdued by military adventurer!, who were 
either aboriginals ^emseWoe or Aryan ixanugrants. Such are 
Dbalbhuru ooniprisod in t2io Khltl^A thAna, TungbhSm io the 
south of the Ibipur thona and SAmnntebhilm in tho Chhfttnt 
outpost The legends connectod with these portions of the district 
will be found In the artiolei on thorn in Chapter XIY, and it 
will be snfRdeot to stale that they were ovsnto^y ovorshadowed 
by tbo Hallg kings ol Bishuupur. 

The names of lome ol thess tracts are of oonsidereblo 
antiquity, being found Is Ihe Bramanda section of the Bfisviihjfat 
Pui&na, which was probably oempUed In ihe 16th or 16th 
century A.D. '^Tarfthabhumi,” it says, “is in ono diieotioD 
oontignous to Tungahhumi, and in another to the Sekhsra 
raonntain; and ft comprises Varabhhni, 6&maotsbhijm), and 
ViobbOffii. Tbie country is ofcrepKod with impenetrable 
forests of tdl and other trees. On tbe bordore of YarabbOmi 
rone the Btrikesi river. In tbe same district are numeroiu 
monotains, oonUising mines of oopper, iron and tin. Tbe men 
ace mostly EAjputs, robben by proCesslon, iricligioaB and savage. 
They eat snakes, and all sorts of (losK; drink spirituous iiquorc, 
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And livA obiedy bj plocder dr the oba«. As to the womeat 
tkejr are, in garb» vumen &nd Appeaiance, more lihe B&kshvls 
* than human beiags, The oulf objects of Toaeration in 
ootmtries ere rude village divinities ”* dmong the oblef villages 
of this tract wq find mention of B&pur and two 6&engis. It ' « 

ma^ be added that the name VaT&habhumi a;^>ears to be 
pceserrad in the modem Bar&bhum and that the Sehlian mountain 
is probably Porosn&th. A portion of ^e tS&ngija^h&ti tbSno, 
wbioh Is known as hfiihiBwar&, forms part of Seklaibhum, or 
OS it is known locally SikhArbbum. 

The following iketob of the traditional ^story of the Bsj&s Lisas* 
of Bishaupui has been prepared from an account furnished by 
the District Officer,. which was boeed on the p^rs *k^t by the 
family. It diifen' malerialiy from the PtaditU CAt'onicle 
given in tho StotUtical Account 0 / J26s^siandi!ithoAnn«h oy 
Rarol Benuol by Sir William Hunter, 

In the year 102 of the Bengali era, t.e., in 6fid A.D., a prinoe 
of one of the royal hoosea of Northern Imdia made a pilgrimage 
with Ilia wife to the shrine of Jag&nnitK in Furl. While on hia 
way thither, he halted, in the midst of a great forest, at the 
village of Lbngrim, 6 miles from Kotslpur, and thoro Idt his 
wife, who was about to ^ve birth to a child, in the bouse of a 
Brdhman named PanchdnsQ, after air&ogiUg that a Efrysitii 
named Bbogtrath Ouho. should look after her, He then proceeded 
on his way, and a few days afterwards his wife gave birth to n 
*son> The mother and child remained at Liugrftm In the oare of * 
the KSjastb, end when the boy reached the age of 7 years, the 
Br&hman employed him as a oowberd. One-day, when, overocme 
with fatigue, be had. feUen asleep under a tree, two huge 
cobras, r^^g their hoods above the sleeper’s face, 'shaded 
him from the raya of the sau, till they were startled away by the 
approach of Panchfinan searching fox the boy. Impreesed at this 
wonderful sight, the BrShman auguisd that it foretold the futnre 
greatness of the boy. Betnining to his homestead, be gave orders 
to bis wife that m fature the boy should never be given the 
leawge of their food, and obtained a promise jtrom 1 m mother 
that, if her eon ever became a king, he ^ould be made his jpurohU 
and the Kiyasth his prime mluster. Prom frhi« time the boy 
ceased to be a oowhecd. Another sign of the greatness in store 
for him was soon forthcoming j for one day, while fishing 
with other boys of the villsgo, he caught gold brioks instead of 
fish. He now received the education cf a warrior, and when he 
was only Id years old, had no e^jaa) in wreelling in all the 
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country roond. His ekiil i&tlis maoly srt sndsarsd hm to' bo 
& 1)origbial tulor colled the E&jS of IVieborngoih, and eavnod fos 
liim the sobaqaet of Adi Kalla, the original or unique wiBatler. 

Tho Adi Kalla soon bocaaie a obioitaiu ovuig to Die favour of Uie 

Eijft of Padoropni, a plaoe ow Uie modocn tillago aiA polios 
outpost of ^ajpnr, 8 miles ftoin Ldugifim. This Esjft gave a 
ioast to all ^8 BiilliinanB round about, Co which Pauob&uflo 
weal aooompamod by Adi Kollo. The boy, hoiog a oowhord, 
was not oUowed to oat witli t)ie Er&limaas, but sat ontudo in ilio 
. ooQii<}rard. Tho U&jA, aiirootod by hia hoauiy, hold an unxbroUa 
over his hood to pro^t Mm from the sun nad min, whereupon 
the ErtUinons doolarsd that, einoo the lldjd himself hold tho 
umbroUft ovor him, tho boy woe doetiaed to hooomo a )dag. llo 
was then inToated with the cnaigas of E&ja^iu, and the XUjU 
inB4e him a grant of lAugritm and some village in ite vidaity. 
One of the first aots of Adi Kalla, on retuiniag home, was, we are 
told, to install the goddess Daadeswoil under the troe whcro the 
makes had raised their hoods to eliade Mm from tho rays of the 
sun. An opportunity for cretonding his entidl domains soon 
ooourred, \Yhen a aoighbonring ohief, Pratilp KArSyan of JotbDi&r, 
wUhihsld the irihate due to his auzoiain, tho R&j& of Padampar. 
Adi Ualla aucceesiully waged war against him and onnoxod his 
lerritories. 

Adi MaUa reigned in L&ugs^m for yoars nod is known to 
this day as (be B6gdi IKjb, a tlcai^Qation which sooms to show 
* that the disiriot was Uien inhabited hy ahorigiuol rooce, over* 
whom he estahlishod his rulo. Ho was succeed^ hy bis son Jay 
Kalla, who invaded Padampur and look tho Pftj&’s fort, the 
powsinon of which ia those days moant tho government of the 
country. To avoid oaptoid by the cooqueror, tho Padampur royal 
family perished in the waters of a tank, still in existenoo, ^vhioh is 
known by the name of Kdn&uSyar. Jay Kalin, baviug extended 
his domhiions on all rides, removed (be oapitol to Biebnupur. 

Of the kings who suooeeded him at Bishnupur we have only 
fragmenUiy acoonnts, which serve, however, to ebow how steadily 
the borders of tboir kingdom were extended. Tbe fourth of the 
line, Kftlu MaZla, defeated the nrigbbouriog ohief of ludis sod 
annexed bis territories; the sixth, K&n Kalla, conquoied the king 
of Hfekot^j the seventh, Jh&u KeUa, ovoroame oihor neigh* 
bouring prinecs •, and tho eighth, Sur Mollo, subdued the mj& of 
B&gri {now a yas-gana iu tbe north of Midnaporo). A long list 
. of dO kings then f^ows, hut (hair reigns aie barron la interest, 
the chronicles mer(^ recording the names of the ohiofiaioB they 
subjugated,'thu idols they set up, and the testplss in which fhoy 
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o&ebn&ed tbe gods. All ih«ee kioge were ksova b; tb« (iU« 
of MftUa or M&ll&bAD]n&tb> i.t., thd Jorde of Uallfthhum oi 
Kollabanlf and tbo family rooorda show them m oserdeiog full 
Bovai’elgnty witbln their donmme a&d iodepoDdeiit of all forotgo 
powon. With lha leigo of tho %9t\i KfijA, BhOi HSmhfr, nho is 
said to have fioariahod in 99D BiS. (L£^d A.B.) *>vo bear for 
the firat time of tbo ackoovfledgxno&t of Uio siueraiuly of tbo 
Uuhammadon Viooroys of Baugal, to whom thia priAcc paid ui 
annual tribute of Its, 1,07,009. 

With tbe reign of muMeaor, Blr Hlmhlr, we eotor on more 
oertain ground than that of trodiUoD, for tbia rule? of a border 
priadpalliy became ioTolTed in the atruggle betweeu tbe Mugbale 
and ^gb&na, and ia mentioned by the Mubammadan butoriana. 
The Afgblne bad leited Oriesa during the revolt oi tbe Uughel 
troops, ond, undu the oommand of Kutlu Kbftn, had extended 
tboir dominion ovorMldnapore and'Biihnupur, learlngtbe ri?er 
Bftmodar at the barrior between them and the Mugbole (1681^).* 
Katlu Kb&n wee, however, forced £o fall back by the hlugbol 
general Xh&o Aeam, and Bir Hdmblr throw in hie Jut with tbe 
Uughila. He ropdored them good service in 1C91, when the 
Viooroy, M&u Singh, invaded Orieea. Kudu Kh&n odtanoed to 
meet hf&n Singh, tending forward a large fo»e to Itaipur •, and 
4 Mughal force under Jagat Singh, tbe son of tbe Tioeroy, van 
detached to check this moTement. Tbe AfghEna offered to treat, 
but during tho armiatioe treaoheroualy delivered a night attaok. 
^agat Singh had been warned bj Blr H&mb!r of hli daeger, but, 
having diaregordEd bis advice, vaa taken by eurpriae and foroed 
to aUndoD bit oamp. Bfr El8mb!r reaou^ bim in hia flight 
and brought him aaf^y to Biehnnpur.t After tbii, Blr llimhsr. 
appears to have remained loyal to the Uugbale, and eulloied lor 
hie loyalty; for two yoara later, when the AfgbAns again rote and 
.he refused them any help, they ravaged bis territory,; 

Tradition saye. that Blr XI&Tnbir waa as pious as ho waa 
powerful, and was converted to Taiabdavism by Srlnivita. Tiro 
Taisbnava works, ^e uf Nitylnanda B6s (aAne 

Balar&m D&s) aod the BhoJUi rainihatti of Karabari Ofiabravsrti, 
relate that BrinivAsa and other bAckios left Brindiban for Gear 
with a number' of Yaisboava manuecrlpta, but were robbed on 
tbe way by Blr HimbXr. This news killed the old Kriehnad&a 
Kabiri;, author of ibe Cbailanpi-Chariiantriios Bub Srfnirtaa 
bearded tbe king in hia des, and so moved him by reading the 
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Bhdgai<iia tliat he l«oame a couvart to YoubnaTum and gate 
bia piaoeplor noh ODdo>vaQuta of land and xoDDoy. Two 
Yaiibnava eongi ara attribntad to Btr llimb 1 r» tba origmaU of 
whiob are givoQ in tbe hhokii^t'auidkarai aod tradition aaya tbat 
he iotroduoa^ the wonfaip of ^edas Mob an ia Biahnnpnr^ 
From these roforanoea it wonld appear that the roign of Bir 
Eilmblr foil between 1591 and 1616. 

Btr IlAubTr ie said to hare boon auooeodod hy Baghuo&tb 
' Singh) the brat of the lino to oseume t)io Ilshattriya title of Singh. 
The It&j6a of'Uallabliiim aeom now to bare ootored ou thoir 
paimieiC da 7 fl> if wo may judge by the ox<xuieit 0 mocuoriile loft 
by him and bia deacondonta; and it ia probably to tbie.period (hat 
we ahonld refer the story tbiu Bfalioupur was formerly tbo most 
renowned oily iu the world, more beautiful thou tbo bouse of 
Indn Id heaven. Tiia beautifully oarred templee eroolod by 
them shew that the binge lullag in BanburK were pious Hindus j 
bat tbo family reoorda also make It oleat that» while they were 
buay building temples, these royal patrons of Hiudu art and 
rolig:io& bod lost much of tboir indepoudenno and bed suubio tbo 
position of tributary priuooe. Even the title of Singh was, tiis 
said, ooniarred by the Nawib of Murahidab&d The story ia that 
lUgbunath negloolod to pay bia siipulaied tribute and was carried 
away prisooor to Mnnhidabld. There ouo day he saw one 
of tbo Nnwlb^s horao^ well hnowo for its savage teuipoi*, boing 
(abou by 16 soldiers to be washed in Lho rivur. Tbo Itlji soolfed 
at the idea of ao many iiveu bu/ng roquired for one horse, and‘ 
the NuwAb tliereupon cbollouged him to ride tbo horee bimsalf. 
This he did, and with the greatest ease rode an iuerodible 
distanoe in a short time, a jemrsoy of 6 days, it Is said, being 
finiabed within 9 hours. Ploasod with bia skill and oourngo, the 
NawKb oonf erred on bim tbo title of Bingb, remitted the armrs of 
tribute, and. allowed bun to return to Biehnupur. The evidence, 
of iauviptioa shews that BaghuuAlb Singh built Die temples of 
Sby&mrti, Jor BlmglK and E&lBobSnd between 1643 and 1656.* 

The next priuoe was Blr Singb, who is said to have built the 
present fort, the site of whloli was indioaied by a sign from beavsa •, 
for when out hawking be let loose bis hawb on a bsxon sitting 
on the branch of a tree, aud sow the heron strike down the hawk. 
This seemed an aueploious sign, end he built Ihe fort on the spot. 
Ha also hod the seven big lakes or tanks, called L&lbimdh, 
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Knabaftli^dbf GSoUtbiQdb, J&imtQ&bSQd}), E&lindibBadh, * 
6 h74mb&adli, and Pok&lAndli dxoayated, and dreoied the temple 
• of l4lj! in 10^8 4 while his queen Siromani or Ohuddmuii 
had the tenples of Mad&n (fopftl aod Horoli Uohan built in 
1666 . Wiiile beautifym^ tbo lown in this way» BTr Singh 
tool oere to keep the eubordinate obiefe in order; for, liearing 
that Mouirftm Adhvoi’jya of hlftliSra oppressed hk people, ha 
moTobed agbinst him, and defeated him in a bloody battle. 
Another atorj about this king does not shew him b snoh a * 
favoarable light, for it is said ibat be ordered all his eoDe> 
eighteen in Dumber, to be walled up allre. The jonogsst. 

Pnrjon Suigh, alone esoapsd, being kept in hiding hy the 
servants. The end of the. BijS was a mlBerabls ons, for he 
oommiUed suloide in horror and remorae in killing a IhShmen 
hoy, £Ee woe suooeeded bj Burjan Singh, the builder of the 
Hadon hfohan temple (ldd4); and after him the pnacipolitj 
was held by Baghimiiih ^ngb, who sucoaedsd in ovsrruzi&mg the 
Ohotebards (or Chhotabar^) eatate in Midnapore for the Uuhatn* 
madone, who, it is said, bad not been able to oonqvxer ii 
ihamselvoa and therefore Bought the osustanoe of the B&jt. • 

It aaams oleor from the family records that tboogh the iiiu< 
Biohnupui RAjas still oontiaued to pay tribute, they were 
independent within their own kingdom aod Uiat the Knllaim mviam. 
aadftne did not interfere with the internal administration, 

Thia olaun is confirmed hj Ihe Muhammadan historians them* 

Delves, who say that when Murshld KuU Shin, the Nawib 
of Bengal, preceeded to intxodaoe a more oentroliaed form of 
govemmeot in 1707.08, only two persona were exempted from 
his deepotio reguUtiona—the ehieftmne o£ Eirbhum and ^nkuTi. 

The latter, it is expressly stated, “ owed his security to the nature 
of bis temtorj, whiob was full of woods and oidjoined the. 
monntoina of Jhirkhand, whither, upon any InTosion, be retired 
to ploioee inaooesuble to Lis puieoere and hanssed them severely^ 
in their retreat.’* The ooontry was alee unprodoofive, and ihe 
expenses cf ooUeotlon would have exceeded the amount of the 
.revenue. These two samlnd&rs, therefore, having refused the 
summons to attend at the oonrt of MDrohidthSd, were permitted 
to remain on their own estates on condition of regularly remitting 
their ase^ament (brongh ^ agout etotionel at Mursbid&b&d.’'* . 
The statue of the lUj& of Blshnupur was thus practically soknow* 
lodged as that of a tributary prinoe, dxempted from personal 
attendance at the court at Murshidib^d and reprseented there 
by a Resident. 
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ViutKi The end oi ibd l?Qi oflntxuj left Uie Suhoupor B&jfts.at 
tfaemamit of foctanes. ^ur t^reitoiy ley beyond the 
difOot oontcot of iLe Kubammeden powtf) end ee frontier «diiftfa • 
they Trere of m much ioiportenco et mrdene of the marcheti that 
the Vioeroya of Bengal tmiod fhem aa aUiea rather than aubjeote. 
The 6nt beH of the 18th oanf&ry vitneeaed the bogiuxung 
of tha downfall of the booaa. Thinr power enfforod from (lie 
aggroiuona of the HabBrftji of Buzdwbi, who sum the Patehimr 
Uab&l, and irom the inmaionB of the MaHithSa, who laid waate 
their oountiy. Nor wen tha Bijla who now roled over Hallo- 
hhum fit to oope with tboir difficnltue. 0opKl Singh, wlio, wa 
know from offidal Tocorda, hdd tlio Baj botwoen 1730 and 1745, 
waa a piona priaco, wLoea inemoxy ia hold in rauaration to thii 
day by the people of Buhnnpnr. It wae ohanotazislso of thli 
HAj&thathaiaan^an adiet tbet oil the people of Hid&bhum 
ahonid oonnt ^leir beade and repeat the name of god {ffa/inam) 
erery areniag at amiaet; thia eTening prayer ia etill known 
aa Oojidi 6 ingh 0 r Ugdr. Bnt hia xelipona seal waa not supported 
by ailitary prowaaa. Diuing Ma roign the HarfttJifta under 
BhBakar Bfto appaarod before the aonthem gate of Bislmupor, 
end after the tzoope bad made a spifUcd aaily, OopBl Singh 
retreated indde the fort a nd ordered both aoldieia and oitixona 
to join in pi&yara to the god of his family to cava the aty. Thia 
prayer waa beard, and, legend rolatee, the gima wore fired without 
human Maistanoe hy the god Madan Mohan. Tha truth probably 
XB tbai the Marathi oarahy ware unable to piaroe the atrong 
fortificetione and retired, living the Biji^a leviaa to plunder 
their abandoned camp. 

Baffled in thear attempt to eeua the fort and pillage tha 
treasury, the UaAth&s harried the Um proieoied pa:^ of the 
oouBtiy. Their raTagea hare been graphically deaeribed in the 
“ ftn’Viwg the ^la^ and towna of the 
^eurrannding traota, end engaging in alaughter and captnrea, 
ih^set fin to graoariee, and spoxed no Teetige of fertili^. 
And when tha storea and granariea of Burdwin were eahauated, 
and the supply of impofed graina waa also oompletely out oS, 
to avert death by atimtion, human babga ate plantain roots, 
'adulst were fed on the leavea of tieea. Bren theae 

. gradually oeased to be araifaUe. for bnaifast and auppar, 
nothing except the diao of tha sw and the moon feasted their eyes. 
The whole tract from Abbamagar (E&jmahil) to hOdnapore and 
Jaleawar (Jalaeore) came into the poea t e m on of the Hor&ihfia* 
Those mnrderoTiB free-booten drowned in the riTem a large uumber 
'of the people, after cutting off Ihtii ean, nosee and hands. 




wvrovT. * 

T^iag of dirt to mooUu of otli«ra. tbo^ mugUd . 
and t)iim6 thm with iodoMribabU tattnr»«.*** 

* * * TliU ofioonntor iritii the Marftthia ohodd pto1)ablj bo rofomd 
to tho jw )749, wboQ tho flni Morfttbi i&ruion of Boogtl took 
pit 09. DofooUd at Eitvi, BlUakor B4o rotmfod to tht 
of PKoohet, bat loot hit voj in tbo hill/ fortiUdtd fcmto, 
be come book to tbo jongloi of Bithnupor, aod ihout nude good 
bit rotTMt to OhaadnbQng end omerged is the opes ootmtzy 
nand MidoAporo.t Tbii «u Dot tb» lait oppaacnnot of the 
M&ritbU at Biabnnpar, for in 1760 they made it ibeir bead* 
qnarton during tbe isTaeioo of Sblh Alan. ProoUii&iag tbat 
he intended to enpport tbe oaiue of the Eoperor* Sheobbatr a 
Uorltbi chief «bo appean to hare been ever nadj to take 
advantage o! anj troablee in Beogal, raddenT^^ advasood to 
Midnapore, nude hinielf maater of tbo ooimtrj and pnahd 
forward a detaohaent to Biabnaiatr, from wbioh be threatened 
BurdwSn. The Emperor marohed aontb tovarde Uurebid&b&d, 
while Sbeohhat came iritb the mein bodj of UarUh&e to 
Biahnapnr. ITeanwhilo, tbe Nawib, Mir Jafar IQiin, having 
advanced towards BnzdwSSf effected a jnnctioa with a Briti^ 
force under Major Cafllaod. The advance of the laiter appeare 
to have upeet 6blb Alamos of fordgg his wn^ to 

Mxirehidftbidi he drew off hia troopa, set fire to hie oamp,* and 
retired wito bis Marithg aiDiei to Buhnapnr, where the Eoglieb, 
baviog no oavalT 7 and reoeiving no rapport from tbat of tbe 
Nawib, were cnaUe to follow him. Ihesoe tbe Emperor Dsrobed 
off with Sbeohhat to Patoa, after reoetnog Uu homage of the 
Bljd of BuboQpnr. A small f«oe waa left at Biibimpur, bnt at 
tbe oloso of tbe jear waa oleared out bj an Esgliah fo^4 

Tha effect of tbe Marith& rai^ baa been gr^bioallj 
deeoribed hf Sir WilUazn Huklew in tba Sisiittietl Jeecuhi 0 / 
Btd'dwAa :—“ Tear after year tbe inaibaaitible MaritbA horse 
overflowed npon the border. Under tbe Muhammadan lystem, 
a family waa lecnro in proportion u it wa* near the frontier end 
distant from Oonri ; but now safety could be found cmly in tbe 
heart of tbe Proviaoe. The Marithla fall with thair heaviest 
weight upon ibe border prindpalitiea of Dlrbhum and Biabnupur. 
Tribute, free qnarten, ioroed aervioea. axietiona of a hundred aorta, 
rednoed tbe osoe powerfol frontier boosas to poverty; and their 
tenantry fled from a oonntry b wbiob the peamni htd. become a 
mere maohine for growing food for tbe aoldier. Bnrdwin not only 

• Tn^kUcM ij M—h>* ab4M Sil&Bi. Caloattt, )9(H. 

t Mf.iU JfitAUerie. BarweaU** (naiiaUea. 
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,Uy furbbdT Laland, bni its marshy asd lirsT'misnMtdd 
afiordsd a less Umptiag field for caToliy, and a bsttar sfidltar for 
t)ra people. THe Marathas spent tlieir energy in plundering the 
intecreiuag frontier tracts of Birlhum and I3uhiiupur> where the 
dry soil and fine n&dulating surfsoo afforded prodsely the riding 
grOTind which their cavalry loved, rhero they could harry the 
Tiileges exhauetiroly, and in detail, hy means of small par^se.” 
iKfimir •pjjg o| Bi^upiir &i this time wse Oheitanya Singh, who 
eharee with &op&l Singh Iheiondmsmorios of the people; for he 
was also apdonsrulor and isnde large grants to Brfthraans, so 
xauch so that, if a Bt&Hman in the Hij had no rent-free granCi it 
was open to qaealion whotlier ho was a truo Br^nunn. Dut the 
religious and retiring diapoeition of Ohaitauya Singh made him 
unfit to deal with the trenblee whioh now arose. He wse 
indifferent to hxe puhlio duties, spent his time ia rsligtoue 
dieeutfion and modltation, and entrusted the dlreo^n of State 
• * aSw to his farourtte minister, Kamnl Biswu, hotter known 
by the proud, title of Chhatrapati. This minister became the 
teal ruler of hfailabKGxu, and iJ&iuodar Singh, a cousin of 
the and the head of a junior branch of the houso, took 
adrauiaga of hie unpopularity to advonoo claims to tiie Bsj. He 
repaired to the Maw&h's oourt at KurshidUbad and auooe^ed In 
obUining a etrosg ioroe from Siraj'ud*danla with which to 
establish his olaima This Ioroe mht with an ignominious defeat 
nt Sanghatgols in tbo north of Mallabhxim, and D&modar 
. « Singh narrowly eecapod with hie Ufa. On his return, he found 
. 'Mil Jafar Hh&u aet up in the place of his old patron 8iiftj>ud* 
daula; but the new Naw&b was no less favourable to bis cause 
and furoiehed him with a stronger foroo. He then advanced 
oautioasly by stealthy marches and overooming a feeble resistance 
on the way, surprised the Biahnupur fort at tbe deed of night. 
Ohaitonya ^gh made good bU escape with the family idol of 
Madan hfohan and wandered from place to place till be reached 
Oaloutla. There, it is said,, he pawned the idol to Gokul Mitra 
of Bigh Bnaar in order to purohsse rite aid of Diw&n Gangs 
Golnnd Singh * Through the intercession of the latter, he 
succeeded in beiug reinstated by the British. 

* AMOtdlns l4 ftBOtSv tecbook, Wire ’bo«Bbt (he ce^hretc^ Inege 
6S Meden Koben from the KihErfi^ of Btibnvper^ tbwe lekhi of 

Npee*. e&d bsDt e tUBple fwK, (lt» t&itofvl end «rablUctere ef 

he I nolUd tLe ednlntion c! esperke In glodu ert. K hoet of men were 
amv^oyedta tbemirvioe e( (bl«deity.>Hor«Kll>peie to perfwm tM duly ■orrtoe, 
ferfiti to lopply Sov^ere end to ttolnsf sar)«nd>, ;rleeti w midto (be lined beeb, 
jonBetoNtofiiE t^ane. ind otW o)oa And •onen leo ugaeree*. to meaUw. 
£fito MuKoMt if«y«ctoe, v* MS, Ootebn IMfiJ 
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BiskvirK to the Britieb wltb tbe reft of tbezAitr 

BurdwSn in 1760. TKo early d&ja of Mr rule were 

• twibled onee? ead we flad Mr. 0»ot ia bla VUu 0 / the ittnoil 
JittfoNU69 (if ?cn;/A/.(2768} reforrio^ to Jd&akui'ft u '*adlfltru6 
celebrated by modeni apoouUtive hiflomni ftnr the primltiT^ 
icofteueive mAnneie of ite inliabiCautB under au Utopian eyaten 
of interuid aduiautiaUoa) ivnd dutifig^hed in Bengal u a oeet 
oi thieree/’ The coontry m$ impOToriehod by tie raidf of (be 
MarKthM, and is 1770 it was desolated hy farome. k large 
portion of the population wu ewept away ■, lande fell out of 
cultivation; diitm and deetitiitiou drove the people to note of 
lawlewne« and TioIeoo^ia wbiob diibanded aoldfere lent a willing 
band. The old Bejft of Biebnopur bad so power to oontrol ibeee 
elomeuta of dUorder, Ho hod been reduced from the poeition of 
a tributary prince to tliat of a uoro lamTndar, and' being unable to 
oolieot bif rente and pny his inveuuo, bod been thrown into priaon. 

The atateof aftaira waaae bad, if not worae. in BlrbhCm to (be ** « 
DOTth) and Utere waa no offloor on the spot to reatoro order, both 
traota being governed from Murahid&b5d. lu 1785 we find tbo 
OoUeotor of Mursbiddbid begging for troops to be sent againet 
the banditti wbo were Dverrunnlng this outlying portion of 
bis diatriotf ond bis vepreMctntions bod some etTeot. It was 
realised that the anarchy prevailing demanded the proaeooe of a 
responsible ofHoer; nnd in ITSO'Mr. Foley waa plaoed iiMhuge of ' 
Btrbhtim and Mr. Bye in charge of Biebnnpur. Nozt jeer Lord 
Oomwallii determioed to unite BfrbUiim and Biibnv^ur into a • . 
compact Britieh district; and in Moicb 1787 a cotiHootion was • 
issued io the Caifuli<i O^mUs to the etTeot that Mr. Pje was 
'^oonfirzned Oclleotor of Bishenpore in addition to Boerbbeotn 
heretofore superiotended by d. R. Foley, Esq.'* Eii tsDureof 
offloo wai brief, for ho left the district in April 1787; but even 
ia this short time some towns in Biehnupur weie sooked by, 
banditti. His* luoocseor vss Mr. Bberbnme, during whoae 
admioiitration of a year and a half the bisdquarters of (be united 
distraot were transferred (ronr Bishnupur to Suri in BirbhOm. 

Short, bowerer, as was his term oi office, '* (he two frontier priooi* 
pslities hod passed from the oondition of military fiefs into that 
of a regular British distriot adisbistered by n Collector and 
eovo&asted asrisUnti, defended by the Oompany*a troope, itadded 
With fortified fdotories, intemoied hy a new military road, and 
possesalng daily communioation with the seat of governinent in 
OiloUtta.”* 
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Early in Norem^or 1783 Mr. S^ierVame wfta Tdmovdd uv^6r 
itiepiofon n| corrupt doftUngB, w\ aftor ft ahorb iatcrra^um 
Mr. 01ir3eiopb» ICeaUng oMuroed oltar^o of tbo uni bed diebriot. 
Of Mb ftdmimairatioTi Sir William Hnoter hM left ft pioiareai^uo 
ftcoount in Ibo Anfuif$ of Riu‘al iitnffal. “Mr. JCcfttiDf, (be 
flnt OoUeotor >rhoBo reoorda butvItoi hftd not onjoyod hia Appoint¬ 
ment two mon the before lie found himself oonpolled to oftUont 
tUo troopA Qgiviiist n band of inarondera five hnodrod slrong, who 
hod made a deeoent on a niArlcet town vliHiu two boan’ ride from 
tho Engltah capital^ and muT?lorod or frightenod ftway the 
inhabitftiifs of botwoon thirty nnd forty villagw. A few vodka 
Ifttor (Fobnuvry 1730), tho hillmen broke tbrongb iho cordoa of 
nutpoidt tn and spTOftd thoir deprodatlona throughout tlio 

interior Till ftgoa of the dietriot. I'anio and bloodshed reigned; 
the outposts were hastily i^ocalled from the frontier passes; and 
on the Slat of Fobmnry 1739, we And Mr. EeaUng levying a 
** miHiifttoaot with iho roguUrs ogainat the banditti wbo wore 
Booking the oounLry towns 'in parties of three and four hundred 
men, well lonnd in arms * ... 

“Tho dborders in Biehnnpur would, in esy less troubled time, 
have been oftUed rebellion. The Rftjft bod boon imprison^ for 
arrears of tlio land-tax; ills head easistant to tlis OoUootor, Mr. 
Hosilngo, WAft in ohargo of lus ostatos, and tlio inhabitants made 
Dommon «ftuse with the banditM to oppose tbo Govomment. 
In Juno 1730, a dotsoUmenfc was hurried out to support the 
civil power; olght days afterwaitls a Yomfotoemont followed, too 
late however to uvo tho ohief mannfacturiag town in the 
dUtrlot from being eaokod in qion dfty-lig)it.* Next moaCIi 
Mr. ZeaUng reported to Oovemmont that the marauders liavJog 
erbesod the Ajo; in a large party armed with ioltoirt (swords) 
and motoUooks bad estabUsbed tiiemselvee in Blibblimr &nd that 
their reduotiou would simply be a question of milita^ foreo. 

' “ The miny season, however, oame to tbo aid of the authorities. 

The plunderera laden with Qoll, and leaving a sutHoient force 
to bold Bisbuapur as a basis for tboir oporationr in the next cold 
weatbet) retroated to tboir strongholds; and Mr. ^sating took 
advaninge of ^ha lull to devise & more elaborato eystem for warding 
ibe frontiOT. He rspresentod to Lord Comwallis, then. Govomor- 
General, ^bat the existing miUlary .foroo was insu/lioionb to 
hold the district; that the oontingonte f umisbod by tbo heredi¬ 
tary woidons of the marobee were undisciplined, faint-hearted, 
more disposed to act with the plunderers than against them; and 
that to secure peooe to the lowlands, it was absolutely noocssary to 
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staHoa & guard of pioked soldiera from the ragular anxij at aaoh 
of t^a paasat. A, noolena wold thus ba fomad round wUoh 
the irregular troopa might gather. Bj return of peat, oame baok 
an anawar ' that the OoTuin&ader-m*ObiQl hu boon reqneeted to 
dataoh’ a aufSoiant foroa which tha OoUcator 'will station ai the 
different gMU (passes), through which tha daaoiU genarall; maha 
their inroads in the low ooontiy/ Jn Novambar, lha six moat 
important paaaea ware ocoupiad, n detachmant waa stationed in 
Bi^npur, anothar occupied the* ohiaf manniooturiDg town on 
tha Ajax (the one that had been asoked tha prarious summer), to 
prevent the banditti from orossing the river. The Ajai divides 
tiia united district Into two parts, Buhnupor on the soothe 
BSibhum on the north; and these measurce, while they reetored 
oomparative quiet to the former, left the latter defenoeleas. 

Mr. Keating's position wu a difSoult one. He had to guard 
Bishnupur on tha south of tha Aj^ Btrhhiim on the noitii, nnd 
above all, tha pasdos along tha weatern frontier. Blrbbum, as the 
hasdquartore of the English power, wae of tha first importanos; 
but if ha oalied in the troops horn BUbnupur, the oslamities of 
tha pieo^ing year would be repeated; a^ if be withdraw tha 
outpoflts (he weetem pauee, the entita distriot, norUi and 
soi^, would be at the maroy of the hillman. He decided that 
it was batter to let the maraudata. riot for a time on the aonth of 
the Ajai, than to open up his entire frontier. As express som- 
monad the detachments 4'oxn Bishnupns by foroed marohee to 
tha taecue of Birbhum; but no sooner had they croaaad the 
river than tidings oame that Bishnupur wai itself in the hands 
of *. insurgenU aeaembled in number nearly one thousand.’ 

'*Tha rebellion spread into adjoining jurisdictions, asd t3ie 
Oclleotozs CO the south HiUrly reproached Ur. Keatiug with 
having eaorifioed the paaoa of many districts for tha eake of msin* 
tainiug intact Ihe outposts along tha frontier of his own. Tba 
more striotly these passes ware guarded, the greater iha number of 
maraodars who flocked by a oiicuitous roata into the unprotected 
oouniry ou the south Ol ihe Ajai. Their outrages passed alt 
bounde ; the approaching ndns, by suapendiog military oparationi, 
threatoned to leave them in possession of Bishnupur for sevaral 
months; till at last the pedantry, wishing for death rather than 
life, rose against tha oppressors whom they had a year ago 
waloomed as allies, and tha evil bagan to work its own cure. 
The maraodeis of Bis^upur underwent the fate of the Abyasmios 
sLava troops In Bengal three hundred years before, being ^ut out 
of the walled cities, deooyed into the woods by twos and threes, 
9 at upon by bands of mfuriated peasants, and ignobly beaten to 
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death hy olubs. Id mid-euxomer 1790 Mr. Katting ordered the 
senior captain 'to station a mHitary guard with an olHoer at 
CislioDporo, whoso solo hueiness I propose to he tliat oi* reoeifiag 
all thieves and daooiU that shall bo soat in.’'' 

At Uiis timC) we learn from 3£r. (kraut's Auni^tu of tht 
<(f Botigal (written in 17S7), the people of Bubnupor 
were known os Qhuot'i as robbers, bnt were believed to have lived 
in a state of pristine innooonoc. lie dasciibes (hon as being 
" oliiody of the tribe of Olmors or robbors» of a swartliy block, 
like tJie neighbouring ns oimlaineera on tlio north and west snp- 
posed to bo l2u> aboriginos of the country; nod though now for Uio 
most part reoeived os oonvorti to tho blood-abliorring ostablished 
aysUm of Hindoo fdth, am olatsod among thoao who oontinns 
to follow the savage eustom of olfatng human Baorldoes to thoir 
Bowanny or femola deity named Kaliy. Mr. Holwell, and eftor 
him, the Abhd Bsynal, drew so flattmiiig a piotuis of the simpli¬ 
city, pure manners, regular and squitabls goveromsnt wliloh 
pravailod among the inhabitanti of this Utils canton until within 
tlieao few years paat, that tho lattor writer could not but entertain 
doubts himself of tho szistcncoof a stats which sssmsd to mlieo tlio 
fabiu of tbs golden ago. Nor are we to be surprisod that tho 
Cliuars of Biihonpour, under the inllueiioe of so mild n religion ns 
the Dramin, should respect the rules of hospitidUy among thom- 
■olvcsj obiorve good faitli with sirangsrs, who solicit and pay for 
personal protection in passing through their country, or show the 
moat profound roncration for their despoUe chiof, by yielding 
implicit obedience to hli civil ordinanoos. Por it is only in respoot 
to the inhabitants of neighbouring States, or as sating from a 
principle of necssety to gratify natural wants, always so slender 
in Hindostan, that such people can truly merit the epithets of 
savage or robber, with which they have been and ore still usoolly 
distinguishod.’’ 

With this happy atato of affairs Mr. 0rant oompaied in 
bitter terms “ the tyranny of foroing men in boblts of slavery 
to reoeiTo the partial blessings of freedom, thougb to them 
the grcaieet ouree, oi neooesavEy degeneratiog in an ungrate¬ 
ful seal to the wildest iioentionsDCes and anarohy,’' Bis views 
on the native revenue ooUeotore were equally atroog; for, he 
wrote in his acooutrt of Biehuupur, “ (he true, effective, absoliK^e 
sway over the periona and property of, the peqde at large 
is eommittod, ogoinst all the principles of humanity, reason, 
law, policy and Justice, to the charge of a small Junto U native 
oolloctors, mistato for princes and hereditary proprietors of lauds, 
tlie most borbarously ignorant and depraved of th^ Jp^ea. being 
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&i tynmniodlj opprMaTd to ihmi mfoion, formiji^ the gmt 
mua of UBefol nlsjaoU to tho an themsolTM &bjdot 

Blares to acperior ntborit/, cepeoall/ when ampbjod in tha 
basest eoheaiM of ooriuption or loercileu depradation ca the 
private property of indiridaala, sn^oteoted aod incapable oi 
making any kortile reeiatanoe" It would ^peai that (>taat 
prefemd the old Hindu eysUm of adminiabadoa by of 
hereditary leaden of the people^ for elaewhero he wrote ro^ardiog 
the BA}3 of Biahnapur In troth, tia poeeeMor of this little 
dietiiot bad pretenaione of beritahfe jnriadictioo or temtorial 
rights, with ihe exoeption of two or tb»e other indlTidoala ia 
the BOzne preduament, infitutelj acpexior to any iu Bengal, nnd 
known by the ordinary appellation it semindar. It seeuss only 
nnfortonate, tbon^ 1 do not deny the ezpedienoy of the znsaaure, 
that the B&ong band of British power hath almoai endaoTely 
been exerted in redueing to the common lerel those who oould 
pride tbemaelraa on some real pre*enunence of l^h or indspon* 
denoe, while suoh as had none to boast of have been negligently 
anfferad preaumptnoosly to raise th«r heads abore the ataudard 
of regal ooatrol and beyond law, right, equity, or policy.’'* 

The Hajft of Biihnnpar, reduoad to the state of an ordinary 
samtndir, was soon to Im what reetigea of fomer graot&ev he 
atiU retained. Already hnpovertshed by the Marti,bt raids, the 
icaonroes of the family woe still farther reduoed by the famine of 
1770, during which more than half of its estatM raUperi into 
juagle. The earlier yean of British adminiitratioo intendded 
rather than relisfred its diiBcaltiea. The B&jis insisted upon 
maiotaioiog a miUtacy foros wbicb was no longer required undev 
£ngUah rule, and for the support of which th«r revenuisi wore 
altogether inadequate. The now system protected them from 
Hai&thh laidi a^ Kohammadan oppreeaion, bed, on the other 
hand, it sternly pot down their own irregular exaotioni from thp 
peasantry, enfor^ the punotual payment of land revenue, and 
realised arrean by eale of the hereditaiy estatea. The Diahnupur 
family sorer rcoorered from the indigence to which it had been 
red^ioed by the famine of 1770, and Ita ndn waa completed by 
family disputes, costly litigation, and a onuhing rerenize. As 
stated abore, Dimodar Singh had driren out Chaitanya Singh 
end poseeettd himself of the cstaU, but a miUteiy force eent by 
Gorernment netored the fugitive. Afterwarde, D&modax Singh 
was deolaied to be entitled to ball of the Bij by the deonon of an 
officer retident at Murehidibid; but tbc Bljft appealed to the 

* FlClh enn tW Mmt OvaiaiM ««(h) aflwi* ot ISa BmI loaU 
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OoTonor'Seuomlr and in 1787 had a deorde giTaa in hia 
£avo(ir, oonfiRniog' him io poaaowoiL and dadlorlng D&modar 
Singh to bo octitlod only to maintoiuuiod. This deorae 
da tod 1787, but in 1791 a now dodsion was noticed by vhioh 
iho oatfito waa again dividad batwoon tho contending putios* 
Ttuinou litigation oiuued, and oronlnally a oompromico wM 
effootod by vbiob tbo loourad tbo bulk of the property!* 

But, in tbo meoniimo, the UsjA bad eUU furthor involTOd bini* 
salf by engaging at tbo deoannial soltloment for tho paymont of 
a roTonne of 4 lakbe of aloca mpeoa, a mm whiob ho waa utterly 
unable to pay« Between 1790 and 1745 the 1U}1 bed pud to 
the Ufubammadan <fovorument a rovenna of lU. 1,09,808, and 
thii waa roduood in oonsidoration of Che Mar&tba devaataticne to 
Ba. 1,11,808. In 1759 it bad been railed egain to iti former 
itandard, and In 1767 bad boon ioctreoeed to lia. 1,61,044. Wo 
soitflnd that in 1772 “under the auapiooi oi a Britiih Supor- 
▼ieor, tbo ooneUtationol modo of Httlemout, by a regular hatteiufii 
loeme to hivo boen adopted with oon^oroblo advactage in point 
of (noonxo, uotwitbitandmg the ravagoe of the fammo; and in 
1778, tbo bigbeet oompleto Taluaticn of tbo whole territory, 
oapaUe of roaltiatioji, appeare to bare boen oeocrtainod tbue pro* 
greeiirety, and thon fixed In groee et eioca rupoee 4,01|700.”t 
Before tbo decennial uttlemont of 1790, a epooial oomniaiion 
ongnired into the aueti of tbo conn try, tbo roiult, aooording to the 
OoUeotoT of Burdwflu, boiag that “ many adrantages onjoyed, it 
ie said, from timo immemorial, ^tbor oi oppendagee to the etate of 
the ancdest 1U}U or conn 1? ad at by the MubaTumadan Govern* 
mint, wore aboliihed, or remmed ai inoonaiitest with the dofinl- 
Uon eetabliebed of proprietary right; and tbo groos aeeeti of tbo 
country being rated at about eioea rupoee 4,60,259, tbo proprietors 
were adjudged entitled to ono-elevontb pert only tbe net 
eeiimatod ooUooiione! But under the hhii ooUeetions of that year, 
tbe country yielded mncb lose than tbo eeUmated produce, via., 
only oiooa rupees 4,09,ODD. At tbii oonjunotuze, Obaitanya 
Singh being oallod upon or moke hie deoennial eettlement, 
engaged for a net of siooa rupees 4,00>000, beiug fearful that 
bb advomary Blmodar Singh might supenedo bim with an oflor 
•of that amount; but falUug in arrears at tbe end of tbe year, 


• AcoMdlag te Hir WiUUn Hontir. tbi Jodg* «>u> d«dd«d om «f tbua 
»Qlta logtneDsi nlnetMa, wKb whom tnd food eoMcl* 

•MS' vw* kupiMMOd to SB&ko Op for Um will o( 0 lof aI tmininf lud a toUl if iiertOM 
o( kht liv." (.i«H U^Rtiral 

fFifA Ho^ocI CtoB tbo Scloct CoamHUo os ^ AffolnoC (hi B*|tlqdlA 
C«B3p*By. * 
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more tben lialf tbe eamladBri vaa eold to leolije the Ulonc^ 
and tberebj hia adrenarj’, vbo in the htterun bad been deoUred 
entitled to half the eeUte> waa eqTuilIy inTolTod,”* 

The coatJy Ulij^atloa in irHoh they were eoga^ oompUted 
tbe min of the family* aad erentnally in 1806 the eetate «u sold 
for Arrears of land rerezme end boTight np bytheMab&r&j&of 
Bard’»&D. Their eeiotes thus lost, the facaUj were dependoit 
upon wTiAll. pensionff granted by doromineni and upon what 
little debdtar property th^ had. Their deoeendantSi who lire at 
BiahnupuT) Jimhtindi, hnd&e and UnohiSkol, aro now in reduced 
oiroumatanoes; hnt they ret^ a strong hold on the afleotione of 
the people, and it is not forgotten that their anoestors were the 
rulers of ^e laxid.t 

B&nkni^ oontinned to form one dietnot with BSrbhnm until 
1708, when it was transferred to the Burdwftn OoUsotcrats. An 
idea of the duties derolnng on the District Officer may he 
gathered from Sir William Hiuxter'e acoonnt in the AnnaU of 
Rural Bengal. ''hCr. Ohrutopher Keating, as GoUeotor, bfagis« 
bate, and OiTil Judge, ruled with an aheolute sway o?er 7,600 
square miles, and made his policy felt hy the hill bihea many 
a day’s march beyond his ;^ntier. The district natorally 
dirided itself into two parts—the Hij& of Bltbhum’s tarri* 
tory on the north of the Ajai and the htSjft of Biahnupur’s 
on the south. Keating directed the moremente of tbe 
troops, receired tbe rent of tbe cnlUratora, deedded dTiI suits, 
porreyed. for military detachments passmg through his. dis- 
triot, indicted punishment on petty offcndeis, sent^heinoui ones 
in chains to the hfobaminadan law officer, and acted as oashier to 
a great oominen^ oompuny. It would be unreaeooable to loch 
for perfect in walla whoae builders held the phunmet 

in one hand end tbe sword in the other: and if the adniniatration 
of such men as Kr. Keating was efleotire on the whole, it is as 
much as an after generation, which worhs at greater lezsnre and 
with more complete machinery, has a right to expect/’ 

Ill the. last two years of the 18th century ttie soath»west 
^e district, which is now oompriaed in the Ksipur th&na, waa ifi 
a Texy disturbed state in oonseqnenoe of what is Icnown as the troir. 
Ckaar rebellion. In May 1798 ifc wee fotmd neoessary to send a 
party of sepoys to keep ttie peace in this bact- Next xoonth a 
body of 1,600 Ohuart mode thair appoaraaoe at Baiput, set £re to 
the boznr and hachak'l^ and oreiran the place. Boiaforoemenb * 

• Tint, fi«por( {r«jD tbi 9»ltet ComauttM va Uti Affvn ot tb» But ZaSls 
CMBpanf. . V 

t eWo the irticto oa Blihziapnr in CbepUr ZIY* / ; 
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were eeni up midar t Dadve oomniBonod oiBoet, bat were be&icsL 
btok by UiB bendiUl; and a oompuf of Bepo7« me tben dotooLed 
midor ea Eoropeen offioer. Bot tbe eamladira wcnild oeitbcr 
lupply them with proviftoue not gire ioiorauiion regvdiog tho 
Okuartf to whom thej gave ebelter in thctf mud forte. Not 
onnatuTaUj) ocmplelate ware made that the eepoye eont to ropel 
the Okuart ^imdored Iho lyoU; end after eomo Umo the foioo 
totumed to MIdnepora, Tho piindpal leader of the rohoU 
appear! to hare bean one Buijan Singb, the ox*nmmdir of 
Eaipur, who had at one tame a following of l,d00 men, with 
whom he ruded the eoontry^ effeatoally preventing the pnroheaor 
from gaining poMaicai of tho eatato. Ho waa apparently oneo 
eapUired after ho had aitaokod, ploudorod and burnt eomo 30 
viUagM; bnt when bo waa poi on trial, be had to be roleoaod 
beeauM no one dared to appear againat him. Ho lefnmed hie 
marauding career and waa a proi^ent figure in the disiurbanoM 
of 1790. 

In that year we find that parfftum Ambikinagar and 8upur 
were aUo overran by the Chutn, and the Colleotor reported tl\at 
the oouniry could not he afloctually proteotod from their 
inonieioaa till a oomplote change woe made in the polieo 
The HitroffSt with a few att«ffdianti oould not make any roeiiiaaoo 
agaioit the Mrtftfn or icadan of the Okuart^ who Uvod in 
remoto and almoet inaooeHiblo plaooe, and wore nre to mako 
their appearanoe whenever the country in their nughbourhood 
ww unprotected, and to ooounit ail aorta of dopredatlona All 
they oonld poeeibly do waa to aaod IntolUgonoe to tho MagielratCi 
and a ditaohmont of eepoya waa than generally depute^ with 
Whom the OMtan never ventued to engage. The leanlt wna that 
in the oouzee of a fortnight the treopa were recalled, leaving tho 
country woiee than before.* 

^Hoii At thii time Biakuri appean to have been known aa part of 
the Jungle hfab&lj, a vague term applied in the 18th century to the 
Britlah poeadsnona and come dependent chiefdoma lying between 
Birbhum, Binkurl, Kidoapore and the hilly country of Ohoti 
Nagpur. At the yet e m of adminiatration waa not precise, 
incxAvenlenoe waa oansed by the vagueneaa of the juiisdidion 
in these tnota; and in 1806 a regulation (Regulation XVIII of 
1605} was ptaeed, by which the dietriote oadled the Jungle 
MahAle, siioated in (he tiii$ of Bithhum, Burdv^ and Midnapore, 
were separated from the jnnediotion of the Magiatratee of &ose 


• TUa tcoPBBl haa b«ca aawpUadCn* fOa CAaar br 
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tilAiy And pUusd undar the jtuisdiotios of an ofio&r oalled iho 
Kagistrato of the Jungle Hoh&U. The dUfcriot ^us formed was 
oompoaod of 93 ^vtjfinQA andwrAd4r, of whbli fifteen, including 
r&nohet, voro transfoncd from Blrhlium; three were transferred 
from BordwiD, ns., Soupohlri, Shergftrh and Ouhnnpnr, 6ioapt> 
ing the poUoe oirole of Sotalpur, and the contiguous of 

B&leti whiob roruained under the juriadkition of the UagisUate 
of 13urdw&n; and fifO were transferred from Uidnaporoi viz., 
OLhKtoii Bailhhum, hf&nbhum, Stipor, Amhik&nagar, 8imUp&l 
and Bbftliidihd. It vaa futilie; provided that the half'/earlj jail 
deUTeriee for the Jungle hfahAle should be holdes bj one d the 
Judges of the Court of Oirouit for the DirMon of Galoutta, and 
that the Jungle Mah&la should ooutinue sabjeot in all mattors of 
oiTil oognisanoe to the oourU of Lln^inx Addtai for the reepeotiTe 
jtfde to which they had hitherto been attaohed. 

Some intorceting det^ls of the distriot oa thus ocnstituted ore 
given in a register of ‘^The eetablished offioea, plaoea and 
employments apportaixung to the OivU Bopartmenls under the 
Bengal Government on the part of the Hon’ble the United Com¬ 
pany of hfordhautsof Buglaad trading to the East Indies*’ for 
1813. The Judge: and Magistrate of the Jungle Mahils wild was 
Alezandor Bmore Todd> drawing pay of Be. 2,333, who was 
aasisted by a Begistror, Thomas Pakenham, on lie. dOO and an 
A esisfauit duigeou on Its. 800 . Tho heaApiarten were at BSukurS, 
and there were seven thSnae transfenod from Buidwfin and two 
from Uidnapore, vis., Ohh&tnft aod Bara S&rengfl. The onauEii 
oust of j'ndioial esUUishmsnt was Bs. 7,347, iooloding police aud 
oontmgm<^: and we find entries of Bs. 11,160 payable to the 
zamindfii of Bishnupur and his family, and o£ Be. 470 paid as 
allowanoes to 19 eamTudars employed to aot as poUoe ofRoon in 
B&nohet (described as lately undtf the BTrbhQm Magistate). The 
revenue administration of the dletriot was supervised by the 
Burdwftn OoUeotor, bat was under the diieet oontxol of Mr. 
Pah«^ata, who is desorihed as etvo^o Assistant stationed at 
BSnkurg, drawing pay of Bs, 200 a month. 

In the same regi^r we find entries showing that BAokuri 
played an important part in the commercial department of the 
Bast India Company. Son&mukbl was a head factory with 31 
subordinate aurungt, among whioh were Surul and IlambU&r 
in Slrbhum and Patraa&yac in this distriot. There were also 
sagar establishments at SonSmokhT, Bishnupur and PatraeSyar, 
besides a large sugar faotory at Surul. All these oommerchd 
eatablishments were under the oontarol of John Cheap, who is 
eutered as Beddent of the head factory of Son&mukhl, the date 
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of his Ap^oisioeDi Inui; bImiri «a Bdoombor 1797, wHlo hU 
ulir/ U ihown u Pi 900, Mdoo honm mi of lU. 120 and 
oomjalMion, vhioh in 1812^13 nmoanUd fo Rs. 2,493. Tbu 
appem io ^ the John Ohedp hnowa it “ Obotp Ibo Ungnifiooat,*^ 
whom Su WilUita IItint<ir bM doot m nuob to immorttliM in 
the Rural Ai\naU ^ BtnQol '* Tbt wholo indntbiii cltttot wero 
in hit p% 7 , tnd in hit pcmon Oorammoni tppiuod in itt noti 
btnign Mpeoi. A long onpiid roiiunt foUovod him from oao 
fiotoiy to ft&othnr, tnd nt tho procmon dtfllod throughout tho 
hiinlott, mothtn hold ttoft thoir ohildron to ootoli t dght of 
hit palanquin, whEo tho «ldm bowid lov bifort tht proVidonoo 
from whom thoj dtrivid tboir daily brMd. Happy ttu tho 
infant on whom hit ibadow ftU I Trado apptrttUy flonriahtd, 
and Ihi ohangt from tht lawlam aUU of affaut whioh provailid a 
gentraiion htfon it tppartot from tht fict that in an artidt 
on thi Jusglt Mahila in Htmilton’i ffindctiaa (1820) H it 
stated thtt “ the namt of this ditfasot impliat a watte territory in 
a backward itagt of ctriliiiiiaD, ytt it appean from the report 
of the Oirooit Judge in 1815 thtt no initaBcite of gang robbny 
bad ooanrred during iho tin preriont mcntba'' 
ntnKo Binkurl oontmutd to idem part of (ht Jonglo Mahllt till 
er lets. ]^ 333 ^ when it wet teparated on aooount of iho duturbanoce whioh 
took place in 1832 in the wett of the disfcriot. Tbtet di5turb> 
anest were canted by an outbreak of the Chumijet of the Jungle 
Ifehila, who enjoyed the niokname of Qhiart or robbers and had 
long been the terror of the turroanding dictriota They were 
ready to rise at the lUghieet proTOOatian, whether to support a 
tuxbulent ohief amharioTit of obtaining power to which ho wae 
not entitled, or to oppoee Gorernment in a policy of whioh they 
ditapproTed. The ruing of 1832 wat due to a disputed luooeceion 
in Beribbum, an eetate nl aimed by Gangl Nlriyas. Aggriered 
at tile demrion of the oonHs, Gang* Niriyaa relted iho tiaodard 
of rebellion, and the Bhondjet of BaribhQmand the adjoiniag 
eet&tet rote in tuppori of him. The offideli and police f^ back 
to Burdwin, and foreome time QtngA N&iAyaa had the whole 
countiy at t^ mercry, laoking erety pW worth plundering. At 
laet a strong forot wu coUeoted, and military opecationt against 
the iwurgente oommcooed. They wen soon driros (o take refuge 
in the hilU, but, b^g preised there alto, Oangft N&riyan iled 
to SiaghbhOm, where he died. Thia riamg is still known Looaily 
at the QanffS Nir4j/ani S4uif4m4. 

At a reeult of these ditturbanott, a change of admioistration 
wat defennined upon; and by Begulation AH I of 1838 the 
dittrioi of tho JuA^e Mahllt wat broken up. The oonit of the 
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of Senpah&ri, Shergarh and Biabnopax. were inosfened to 
BurdwSn, and the remaiGder, with the eslaio of Dbdbhun, whiob 
was defcaohed from Midanpoie, wore foimod into the preseai 
district of M&nbbuo:!. At the eome time, the oonntiy waa 
withdrawn from the regpilax system of admixustration and. plaosd 
under on oiEoer called the Principal Aeustant to the Agent to 
the Oorcmor«Qeneral for the 8outh>Weet Prontier. The eSe^ 
of this measore was that prsotioail^ the whole of the west of the 
present district of Bfinkori was included within U&zibhuin;. and 
a nap of 1844 shews the eastern boundary of the South-West - 
Prontier ^genoy ss extending dose to B&nkuri town. The 
xetuainder of the district as now ooxistatnted was farmed into .* 
a distriot, known as West BnrdwU, in 1835-86. The Utter 
bed its headquarters at Binkori, end extended as far eset as 
Kotalpur, while to the west, Ohhitni, Snpur, and Ambiklnager 
formed part of the Sooth-West Prontier Agency. 

The subsequent histoiy of Binkur& preseots little of i&tereet.irutiex 
During the Mutin 7 the distriot reassined tfanqnH and free £roin^^ 
disturbauoe. There was for some time mnoh apprehension 
regarding the Sheikhawati Bettalioa, of which a delsohnent was 
stationed at an xmeosinees increased 'tty the Tioinity of 

Ohoid NSgpnr, where .the main, body was, and by a fear an 
outbreak amongst the Ohnof t and SantSts inhabiting Ue oountry 
about B9nku4. The distrust of the Battalion appeeri, however, 
to have psased away gradually \ end in October, when there was 
again some fear of an outbrasA among the SanUle, a wing was 
gladly welcomed at B&nkurS and serred to slUy the onxie^ 
was felt. Towards the end of October oonfidenee was so fa; 
reetored that the Magistrate at B&nkui^ proposed to dismise as 
extra eetablisbment of barkantUsn which he had bem allowed to 
eutert^. 

The only other matter o^dling for mention ts the formation of foSiri* * 
the distriot. At the time of the Mutiny, BSukurS included only ^ 
the eastom half of the present distriot- The town of BlnJru^ was 
on its extreme western boundary, and the western half, including 
nearly all the oountiy to the west of the BinkoA-Bintgaoj road 
and the !^kuH-Phatxq road, belonged to M&nbhum. Subee* 
qoently, numerous changes in the joiiediotion of the district took 
place, which need not be paitioularised; and It will be euffiedeat 
to state that iu 1873 the pttrganoi of Soidmukhi, Indfts, Kotalpur, 
Shergsrh and SenpaLSri on the east, were transferred to BnrdwSn, 
while on the west the police turole of Obh&tnS was separated from 
Manbbum and added to Bsnkurh. In 1877, when 4e Biatxatinl 
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Account ^ScHiTAi wae puUisUod, Iho diatriofc, as Qian oooflUluCed, 
oontainod as area ot oaly 1,3>i6 square iuU<!e; lut Id Ou6obci IS79, 
the tli&Qaa of KbRirfc and lUipur and (lie Simiftpll outpoa^ 
oorreapooding vlttx paryonait tiupui, ATubikflaagar* Qaipur» 6y4m> 
auadaipur, PbulkuamA, SimUpU and BbiUidil^»waro tr&niforrod 
from Uia M&ubbum distiioi, and tbKniB Son&mukbT, Kotalpur 
and IndBa wore ra^traniferrod from tbo BordvBa diatrlot* TUa 
diatriot tbua aoquirod lU proaontdimenaionsi Tlio DUiriot Judgo- 
ship, Kowavor, was still known u Woat BuidwKni and It woa not 
till 1881 Ib&t It ^vaB given tbo uamo oi BAnkurA. 

**From an btitorioal point of view/’ wriioa Dr. BlooL, 
“porbapa tbo moat ourlouBioot in oonoaotlon wlththo bfalla lUjfts 
of Biabnupur is that tboy mod a aoparata ora of tbair own, oallod 
Mnlln «n4'a in tbo inaoriptiona. I bavo not found any informa* 
tlon -about tbia ora oitbor in Vrioup'a Uaalul Tables or in 
Onaoingbam'i Book of Indian Bras. In one only of tbo tamplo 
inaoriptioni tbo eqnivalBni of MaUa taka 1084 is given bbi(7i(<t 
1680, and thus tbe dilTeronoo between the Malla era and the 
Bengali ad/ appears to be oxaotly 100 years. I auapoot that 
the Malla year in other respoota enUrely followed tbo fatli year 
of Bengal, and tbo BajSe of Blahnupiu:, out of vain glory, 
merely reduood tbo B ongali yoar by one hundred in order to 
aatabiieb a spooial ora of their own. But this oonjooturo romsuie 
to be vwifiod.”* 

Aooordiog to beol roporte, tbo Kalla ora, wlnoh aleo wont by 
the name of KallabdAb and la locally known u the Biabnupur ora, 
dates book to tbo eetablisbmont of ilia by Adi Malta, and 
the diiferenoe botwoon it and tbo Dougall ora is lOi yeora, U., 
the drat yoar of the MalU ora is 101 of iho Bengali era. It is 
employed in all the iwolve temple insoriptiona that atill remain 
at Biabnupur, and also in the title deeds of lha Bij proaerrod in 
the Qovemment ofllooa ot Binkurft. 

Tbo moat interesting remaioa found in the dlstriot are at 
Biabnupur, wbera tbare aro a number of teroplei repreaeoting the 
moat oompidte let of specimens of tbo peouliar Bengali style 
of temple arobiteoture. Thore aro other tomploe of orobeDologioiii 
intereat at B&bullirft, Ektoawm* and SonRtApol, and remains of old 
forta are found at Kar&aurgnrh, Aaurgorh and Syftmiuudargarb. 

* R*p«r^ SnbmloTlttl Burva;, Cenfil X908*Oa. 
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TH5 rUOPLB. 

^HS Drat o«iuiu wu tiken in ld72| and the ronxU wai io donJi 
abe«> for the dliiriot oa acv cocotitutod^ a population oi 968,007 f'nu* 
peraoDk During: dcoodo tlioro wu an i&orean of 70 tn** 

{tof cent» tlia number of inliabitanla in 1881 being returned at 
1,041,703. The advanoe during tbe next tea ^reare wunciso 
marked, owing to the prevalenoe of diaeoae, but hy 1601 the 
population hadrieoD to 1,060,608, the inoieaee being only 27 
pot oent. The euocoeding decade was, on tho whole, a healthy 
one, the great epidemic (rf ferei known aa Butdwan foTor having 
died out; and the oousua of 1901 ehowed a total popniation of 
1,116,411, repreaentirng OA increase of 4’87 percent. 

On a general eu?ve 7 of ibo growth of popniation during the 
30 yem orer wbioh the censaa dgniea extend, it is notioesble 
that betweea 1872 and IS91 tbe population of tbe headquarten 
subdivision inorooaed by 21 per oeni, while that of the Bi^upv 
eubdiviaion deolmed by more than 8 per cent. At first eight, 
thii result appears eomswbat suipririag, for tlie hoadc^aiten 
eubdiviooiL is nn undulating tract of rooky, often barren soil, 
wberess the Bishnupnr aubdivisdon is a fertile allnvial plain* 

Tbe difference in tbe rate of progiees is probably due to ellmaiic 
conditions; for in the headquarters subdivision the undulating 
uplands are woU*draiued and the people suffer Utile from malarial 
sneotions, while tbe Bishnupur aubdivision ii a low-lying tract 
with an unhealthy and malarial climate. The latter subdivision, ' 
ffioroover, suffered between 1872 snd 1891 from the BurdwBn 
fever, whioh was introdnoed from the adjoining tbinos of Golsl 
and Khsadghosh tn Burdw&n and caused a very heavy moitaiity; 
whereas its westward course was chocked on reaching tho high < 
ground in the west. The ravages of BOrdwIn fever have now 
ceased; and the rssult is that in 1901, for the 6nt time aince 
census operations wore Introduocd, the Bishnupur eubdlvision 
ohowod an increase of population. 

Theresnlts of the census of 1901 arc summansed ai follows cames 
In the Bengal Census Eeport of 1901. "The Bishnupur 
4nhdIviuon haa increased by 7 pei cent., so that it haa now.nseriy 
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Moovend Mm1>med Ioasw of tbo provxocu deoodw, bat 
the beadquorten gubdiTiaio& h$s added Iwa than 8 per oeci. to ite 
population. Tbia ia doe to tbsmoromeaU of I ho people. Tbe 
immigrante from outeide tbe diatriot ore fervor b 7 about 13,000 
ibe;^ woro ton ^eon ago, while emigraQta have iaoreoaod b 7 
more then 8B,000. The omfgroate are for tbe moat port hardy 
eboriipiiea from the eoutb and oeat of the dietriot, wlio ilnd ilio 
high pay obtainable on tbe eoal-fiolds of deenaol or ibo dietant 
tea gordena of Assam a more otbaoUvo proepeet than a ponurlona 
UveUbood laborlosely oxlraotod from the tinwtlling soil of ibeir 
native uplands. There la aleo a ooniiderablo amount of toniporary 
migraiion on tbo part of tho aomi'Dinduixod tiiboe in (ho eoutli 
and weat of tbe diatriot, wbo aupj^lemont thdu* scanty barreata 
by working aa laboareia in the metropolitan distrioU, whan they 
have no orops to Look after. They leave home in Deoember 
aiUt the wux^ rioe has been reaped, and do not return till tbo 
monsoon breaks. This temporary emigration woi greatly sUmu* 
lated in tbe oold wootber, when the census was taken, by the short 
batTOst of that year, and tbia ooeoanti to a groat oxtont for tbo 
falling off in tbe population of Iloipiir and the very small inoreaas 
in other tb&nas in the south of the diatriot. But lor tbeso 
novsfflsatf of tbs people, tbs growth of tho population would 
bavo been two or ttro>and<a*hfilf iimoe as groat aa that rooordod 
at tbe oensus. ” 

The principal statisUos of tbis oensus ore shown in tbe table 
below r— 
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Im {d 

KW 

nllw. 

KovBsa or 

fowiti. Vllltfei. 

ro|ni^»> 

lion. 

1161 u61801. 

BSakuii 


1 

4.069 

718.066 

171 4 MS 

Bl»bniiper' 

900 

8 

1,689 

404,066 

678 + 7*1? 

DifTUot Toiin 


9 

9M9 

lyl26,4H 

480 4 4*67 


0 »aiit B&nkurt is tbe most thinly populated distriot in tbe Bardwftn 
Divition, supporting e population of only 420 persons to the 
Sloe. square mile. Tbe dentity oi population is greatest in (be 
Ibuit/ Bibbnupur sqbdiTuIon, where it riaee to 727 persona to tbo square 
mile in the Kotolpur tbftoa and to 864 per squire mile in tbe 
« . Indlb ti^aj both tbeso tracts are slInTiol flats almost entirely 
• * under oultiratioo: The BSnku;^ sabdiTision supports only 871 
persons to the square mile, and (be population is Tory sparse in 
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the veeterfL vhioh ere of t hiU^ ohizeoift with 

Urge emi nnder jungle. 

Enugretion tt aniwuUj aotire in Binkart. Tbe etetutiMUifniiw. 
of U )0 oeoeui ei I DM ehov thei no Urn then 19 per oent. of the 
poimlfttion of the diitriotirero eonmentedoohrideit. Nowhoe in 
Bengal, exoept in the Biuuhl dietrioc^»the propoition of omigruxU 
fo great: in feet, it it eetiaaied that the ioorooM oi 4'97 per oeni 
reeled at the loet oenoue ropreiecte laee then half of vh&t iroald 
have heen rogiitered hut for the Tolaiae of emigration. Thu 
ozodoe is portlj ponnanent and partly periodio er oemi'permoneDt, 
the inbobitante leekmg t hoepiUUe home eleeirbere or going to 
eVe out tbeir eomingi in the aetropoliUn dietrioti during the oold 
ereather monthi. llie eoathem port of the dietriot bu aufered 
s&oit by the ezodoe of the people; and it ie reported that in the i 
extreme eouth it boa not only retarded ptogrMi, wtooUj 
reduoed the popolotloii. 'Hie labouring fiewee, eepeaoUy thoee 
of aboriginal or eemUnboriginol deeeent, ore chiefly attracted to 
the eoetem dlatriota by the high wages offered thm, but th^ 
dbeenoe from home is mo^y iemporoiT; After eeouisg their little 
etooh of gruni they leere home in the latter and of Beoexnber and 
proceed to the eaetein distriot^ in eearch of aoptoymentj 

and generally retain with their eaTinge before the roias set in to 
meet the lo^ demand for agricniborol labour. Large nomben 
ore attracted to the docks near Oelontto, the milli along the 
Hoogbly, and the minae in BordwAn and Uinbhuou There 
is alM a oertoiu amount of emigration to the Aaam tee gardens, 
which will be dealt with in Ch^dar XI. 

The volume of immigration ia small, only S'6 par cant, of the 
population ^>ng retoroed os immigronU at the lost oanaus. 

Unlike the adjoining distri^ of BurdwOo and KAnbhUm» there 
ore no miiung oentne, the few email cool minea that exist being 
worked by lootl Laboor and in no way oSooting the population, 
bloat of the Immigronta ore inhabitaota of the neighbouring 
diotriote; and the iamigronU from distant plsoas ore mainly 
BihArif, who ore anployed oa peons, tf«w4isa, etc. 

The dietriot is elmoet mtiriy agriooltazal, end there ore only fowMina 
three towns, Bitnkuri, Bishnupur and Sontmukht, with an oggre- 
gate population of 68,376, or 6 per cent, of the total population. 

These towns ore iiiipiogrexiTO, of little eommeroiol importonoa, 
and on the whole distuictly rural ip ohorooter. The remainder 
of the population is oonUmed in 6,693 villages, most of which are 

* Ifa* Im JfimU JovImIM cMWcdiittacOsD (• tLi Li^hUad 

diMhrti. U i» B«d br tW UWvfae ckam vttk tptm) nttnaif U tO* • 

tt Hoofud Ha*saa tad tO* mfn j»«rtka «f (Os Bv^Hn diitrist. 
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of Bmall DBO, 68 p«r oant. of tho totaI population Utui* fai 
▼illa^ oontaiucg im than 600 inliabit&ntd. Tbo oh&raoter of 
tlio villagoa diffori ooaeidorably in tlio oast and west of tbo diitriot. 
IxL tbo oaat, wbete muob of the land is rich loata, abb to support 
a mimsrous populatiou^ wo find tUo olossly paobod villages of 
Beogalj surrounded by pioiurosqne groves of ti‘ 0 ss» £i tlio 
undulating tract to the voet, whore tbo ndgos affoid healthy sitos 
lor villogos and the inhabitaots aro to a large oxteut SanUle, 
Bbgdia and Banris, tho oloiely paoked hog-baoked huts of tho 
Bengalis give plaoe to tlio rund wrdls and strfdglit roofs charoolor* 
istic of SanUl olcAiingct ; while in tho hilly broken ooimtry 
bordering on Obotft Kftgpur nothing is seen bnt small scatterod 
lianilots. 

liogvtg*. The language ourrent in tho (listriot is the dialeot known os 
£4/rii boii, or Western Bengali, which is also spoken in Burdwio, 
BtrbhQm, hCanbhum, Singhbham and ibe 24-Pargauas. JiOf'/ii 
Itc/i, it may be explained, raeaoa tbo language spoken inBirh, 
ft.i., the oouniry lying to the wosi of the BhigiraibT river and 
south of the Chngoe« This dialeot was returned in 1901 astiio 
language of 90*7 por oont. of the Fq)ulatioD. &ntAli was ipokou 
by nearly 9 per oent., and os the Saul ale aooount for 9*C poi' cant, 
of tbo population, it would appear that they still naarly sU 
retain ihsic tribal language. MundAii was i^io rciiuuod os tlio 
language of a few lCoi4s. 

Altogether 976,746 pertoDS or ^7'4 per cent, of tho ijopuls* 
tion are Hindus. 89,167 or 6 peroeut. aro Auimists, and 61,IM 
or 6*6 per oont. are Muhammadans. Othor rsligioaa have only 
a few tepresentativee, there being 368 OhrisUans aooordiag tc 
the oeajut of 1901, while tho followers of all other religions 
oumber only 31. 

The first Christisa misslonaiy who worked in tlie district was 
the Bav. Mr. Weitbreoht of the Oburoh Missionary Sooiety, 
who used to visit the town of Binkur* from BurdwAn as far 
back as 1640. ^ never resided in the town, but esUbliibed some 
sohools, the chief of which subsequently booaine tho ZiU Bchool. 
The Wesleysa Miaioa began work at BinkurA in 1870, and 
has now several stations in the dislriot, of which an account is 
,given below. The only othor mimicn in tho district is one carried 
on some.Ajnerio&n missionaries who, some years ago, openod 
an orphanage in the neighbourhood of Mejia, called the 
Ppem4uan4a Orphanage, which is said to oontaia about 76 
ohildren. 

The Rev. J. MitoheJI, Priaoipal of the Bankurt Wesleyan 
College, has kindly furaislied tbo following aooount of the work 
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of tho KiuioB> Ilf ffhiob tbon are tLrde bra&ohte—ediioAl!oaal» 
oTBogeliatio ood aoaal. 

In the yau 1870 tba E«v, John Eiohordfl opened a 6Qh«3ol BduM< 
ni ICadbliaohia iu Dftnkur&i and tbia institution hu oontinued 
vai 7 iDg fortuuM up to tbo pvosant iiiao. In 1889 a High School ” ‘ 
departmsnt was added to tbd eiisting Hiddio School, &nd these 
two deputmeats worked ndo by nde until 1809, wheo the Middle 
Soliocl was abolished and tbo school was oonverled into a High 
SqIiooI rooogoisod by the UniTeraity and aided by OoTonunent. 

Both ednoaiionally and (Inanoially the High School baebcena 
great aucoees, for year after year the percentage of paesee in the 
Entranoe Examination bos beau higher than meet of the 
sohooLa in tha diatriot, and aumerioally the sebaol boa stood 
easily first daring the last three years:—at the end of the year 
1906 there were 880 namee cn the roll. Owing partly to the 
continuod suoceae of the Kubhkuohi& High School, but more 
particularly to the demand for higher oduention in the dialriot, 
eoUego clasaos were oommanoad in the High School building in 
June 1908; but the number rose so rapidly that it woa soon found 
imposmble to oontinne the work in the school boildingr and the 
olneees were Iranaferred to the Central Hall, a spadous building 
belonging to the Mission, whiob atanda in a fine poaiticn in the 
middle of the town. From its inceptiou the ooUege has been 
meet suootfsfiii, and though owbg to the reorganiaation of the 
UniTSiaity, it had to wait four years for affiliation, the percenbaga 
of passes in the First Arts Ezammotion has been remaiksbly high, 

01 alndenta haTing passed that eramination up to date (1907) 

In order to meet ^e requirements of the Usiweraty, it has 
been found neoaessty to moke preparations foi the areotion of a 
aeporate college building,. and eeyeral other bolldinga will be 
necessary in conneotion with the oollega aolieme. A flno aite 
oi 115 {/ighdt bos been obtained, on which it is intended to or^ 
the new college, a hoalel for Hindu students, a Chriatlan boetel, 
a' bouse for the Fnnmpal, and other buildinge when needed. 

Muoh progreea boa already been made. The Principalb house is 
oompleU; the foundation of the oollege has, been laid; and a fine 
recreation ground of near^ 10 liffhiM has been prepared. The 
ooUege is now affiliated qp to the B: A. Exanunotion io Arts, and ^ 
tho UniTeruiy haa been asked to grant permission for teabhing '-Su 
ohemiatry; to this end, provision is being made in the new 
building, so that the students may have both theoretical and 
praotio^ teaching. 

In additiori to higher education, attention is being paid to 
primary eclncation -both among, boys and girlsj la 
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oompband there u e veU-bnSt ftod well-eqiupp«d boarding lobool 
for OhrutiAn girU Tbe tenohing ia curied on up to the Middle 
Vemaoular fUndard, and there is also a teaobere^ truniog 
department. Thia school has had a moat acoceaaful oaroor, and 
traioed teachen are being turned out jear after year to carry 
on tbe work in the eaiiona aci^li in tho diairiot. Tliougli 
the boaidors ere all Otmatiana^ Hindu girls an alto admitted as 
day ffindenta. Tbe Mission has also nnder its cure throe girla' 
acbools in the town with Ohrietian teaoliers in charge. At OndA, 
a large Tillage 10 milea sooth of BinkurA, there ia anothor girla' 
■obooh and at Bishnnpur, where tbe Miaaion haa a Miaaicu 
Houia and a tine property* there are fire girla* aoboola Tliore ia 
also a doorishing Middle English lohool at Ondi in charge of a 
oetechiib, who is directly nnder a European miiaiouary. the latter 
also aaparrieing ihe work carried on in the neighbourhood of 
Bi^napur. Tble school TeceiTea a grant from tho Dlatriot Board, 
and a considerable snaa of mcaaiy is being spent on the buUdlng io 
it better adapted lor modem re^uireinenU. 

There are eeferal Primary loboote under the eare of the 
Misnen; and in tbe BAnknrC l^encn compound there is a Middle 
Yeraaonlar eehool* at ebiob hoys are taught up to tbe Middle 
Yemaeular standard and also reeeive praetioal instruction in 
carpentry, cane and b&nboo work* or abo^nuking. Tliore is one 
difBcuUy in oonnsotioa with this sohool* and that is* to ioduce 
students to take up tbe technical aidt. With Olmstian boys 
there is no difficulty* but Hindu boya, whetbor high easte or low 
oaste* do not take Madly to work that does not fall within tiio 
•oope of ibsir easte. One branch of teohniool work that is 
be^ carried on amonget the girls and women of the Miseion 
abouM'be speoally mentuned* ris., drawn*thiead woric. The work 
was commenced about 3 years ago m order to find employment 
for the female portion of tbe oonununity* end has proved most 
luooesiful. Many of tbe giris and women already, do exquisite 
work, end eome of them oen earn aa mneh as Ei. 7 a month 
in t^ way. There u a retdy sale for the work in England* 
and the prioes obtained an suoh that tbu departmsnt is self* 
supporting. 

i. ‘ Systematic eTingelxstie work ^as oqpunenced In Binlcuri by 
the Bst. J. B. Broadhead in the year 1877* bat as far ba^^ as 
1640, the station was visited by Mr. Wmtbvecbt of the Church 
MisrionSTy Sooiaty from Burdwin. The work is carried on in 
the town of Binkorft and the emrounding vilbgsB by a stall of 
native workers under European snpervision, and at preeeat the 
Qhristiin community numben about 4CH). Tbe Mission staff 
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B&iiktir& oonwftfcft of time Burope&a nueiioivttiod, oixd sai^Te 
minuter^ foor oatooMata and a namber of otber workare. 

Is. the eoutb-weeb oorner of the dieiriot there is another 
branch of the Weele/aQ Uission with its headquarters at S&rengi 
near Haipur, wJiere for the last 8 years odnoational and evan* 
g^liatio work has been Tig:oro»sl 7 carried on hy the Bord. Q. E. 
Woodford ; the Ohriatian community iliere now nniubers orei 
3 DO. Xn the Miaaion ooinponnd there is a floarlshing hoys* 
boarding school witli ahont 40 boys, most of whom are 8snb&l 
OhristiaiiB, but non^OhrutinJi Santal and Hindu boys are also 
admitted. Teaching is giTen up to the Middle Yemaonlar 
standard, and the sohooi has an enooUcnt leoord, a .large number 
of soholanhips haring been won. Spenally promieing boys are 
sent to the I3ankar& Mission High Sohooi, and one Sontil 
Ohrietian hoy has passed the Entranoa examination. In addition 
to the boys' ecUool, iliere is a girls’ school in tbe compound, 
at which about 00 girls study mder the care of a trained Ohris- 
tiau teacher from the Banlniri Female Training School. The 
XTpper Pritnory examination ie tbe standard of this school, but 
partionlorly bright girls continue their education in the Blnbur& 
girle’ school. There are also several Primary schools soattcred 
throoghout the eoutb-weet of the dietrlet. 

An iateresting feature of fihie branch of the Mission la 
that a considerable area of laud has been acquired, on which a 
number of Christian familisa liave been eetUad. Not many years 
back the male members of these families were the terror of the 
neighboQrhocd, buta great change has oome over them, They 
are now ectthng down most satisfaotanly, esining an hcoeet liveli* 
hood, and beoozmng reepected members of the community. 

The social work of the hCietion is earned on in oonneotion with 
tbe Leper Asyinm, which is under the sapeivision cl members* 
of the Mission. An aooonnt of this Asylum will be found in the 
next chapter. 

Muhammadans ore found in greatest strength in iheBisbnupux 
sabdivision, and especially in the th&nas bordering on Burdw&u, " 
vis., Eotolpni and XndAs, whioh account for neatly one-half of the 
total number. They are Sunnis belooging to tbe Hloid sect, , 
and the majonty arc believed lo be descendsnte of local converts. 

Of the total nnmber no lees than 43,603 are Shtikhs, and the 
cumber of MughaTe and Potions is very few. 

The veneration of Firi or saints is commen among the Iceol 
Muhammadans, who frequent their sbrlnce end make offerings 
of sweetmeats, in order that the Hra may look with favour upon 
tiiem a nd grant them the fulblment of their detiias* It is'' 
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reported that m%\\j Hindue have tbe e&me belief in the euper* 
natural powera of Pfre, and nUo a alee offerioga at their ohrinca. 
Tbu folio wing ore re|iortud lo l>a the ahriuea of the Pin who 
hold the Ingboet plneo in popular eatvoiQ» In Uiu ludiu (bftOA 
there are uu Leaa tboD eight ebriuee, viz., tliai of 6h&h hfadir in 
Eol, Bandegl 8b lb Mnalapbft in Ohioliingl, Beiyad Huhiuninad 
Hueain and&h&b Kebfrin Eariaundl, Satyn Pir in a deld south of 
H&yAtaagari BurA Pfr in OhokSukuri Sbih BandogI iu BihAt) and 
Sliih latnall Gfaoj Ltsbkar in Lakbipiix. Tiiore are also abrinee of 
the Pfr last named at F£tbaro))atI in ibo Kotalpur iblna, and at 
Pirpuekarul l^bktrbera in tlteGong&jelgbSU IhAoa; and In tlieto>vu 
oi BUbnupnrtbero ii a shrma of a Pir called Sbsh Eaub&n All. 

The Animiata are olmoit antirely repreaontad by the Sant&la, 
vrboae roligiouji beliefe bavo beon so oxbauatlvoly treated eleewhero 
thet It ie unneoeaeary to leoapitnlata them here. 

In BBnVurl, lyings as it doea, between the bigblandi of 
ObotA Hlgpur, tbe home of Animlatio raoea, and the otriUced 
(hngetlo valley inbabitod by Q indue»the Hinduism of the lower 
olaeeea oihibite a marked misian of the Animism of tbo aboK' 
ginal noea and tbo highor monotheiem of the Aryan H indue. 
A very large proportion, moreoTor, of the population oouslate of 
aorai-HinduLzod aboriginale, euoli as tbe BAgdia and BaaTie> whoso 
religion ie oompoundod of olomonts borrowed from ortliodux 
Hinduism and lurrivats from tbo mingled Animism and Naturo* 
worship of the pure aboriginale. 

Tbo Bagdii worship Siva, Viehuu. HhormarAj, Durgii, tbo 
Sokiia, and the myriad uamoe of tlio modorn Hindu Pantheon, in 
a more or leee intolligont fashion, under the guidance of degraded 
BrAhmane. But together >vitli tboee greator gods wo dnd 
&e SantAl goddeee Goaun Era and BarapahAri, wbioL is merely 
another name for ibo “great mountain'* (Manng Bnru) oitbe 
BantAle; while tbe S&gdis themeelvee eay tbt^ their favourite deity 
is HanaeA or the snake gs:ddess. Bimilarly, the oonnoolion of the 
Bauris with iiindnism Is of n elondor kind. Tboir favourite 
objects of worship are Manasl, BbAdu, Mlneingh, BarapahAri, 
BbannarAj, and EudrilsinT. Goats are soorifio^ to bCAasingh, 
and fowls to BarapahAri; pigs, fowls, iloe, sugar and gH are 
offered to SudrAom! on Saturdeye and Sundays at the ikhri, or 
dauang pl&oe of tbo vill^e, through tbe medium of o Baiiri priest, 
who abstains from ffseh and dsb on tha day preooding tlie eaorifioe. 
The priest gets as bis fee tbe fowls that are offered and tJie log of 
the pig ; the worehippeis eat tbe rest. Unlike the Blgdie, who 
have degraded Bi&bmens to look after their spiritual welfare, the 
Bauns have not yet attained to the dignity of having Brilhmane 
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io Ber^e t3iesi, but tb^ix priests are men of thrii own omU, called 
L&Ti or Degbarifi. 

Tlieee two races aooooat for one*llftb of the total population, 
and Qim laToiiritodsitiee ardMaua9& and BliSdo, whose worsHp 
oolle for a more detailed mention. 

The worship of Kanaaft, the make goddess^ U oonduoted with Woraip 
great pomp ond aroumBtance by both Bsgdie and Baima, who®*^^‘*** 
cdaim that It seonres them immunity from ene^e Ute. On the 
dth and 20th of AsSrli, drfthan, Bhftdra and Aawln, is., the four 
rainy months laatiiig from the middle of June to the middlo of 
October, rams and he. goats are aaenSoed, and lios, sweetmeats, 
fruit and flowers are oilarod. On the NSgpanohaml, m., the Sth 
of the light half of Sr&bsn (at the end of Augiut}^ a foat’anned 
ofBgj of the goddess, oiowned by a tian of eaake% grasping a 
cobra in each bend, and with hev feet reedng on e goose, is 
carried round the tillage with much diecor^t murio, and is 
finally thrown into a tank. 

The following account of tlie oiigiu of worship is ^ven by 
Mr. B. 0. Dutt^‘Ths semi^Hindumed aborigines may take to 
themselves the credit of having added somo godheads to the Hindu 
Pantheon, and the goddess of ManaA ie perhaps the meet remvk- 
able instance. Hinda gods are rather revered and reneroted even 
by the adranoed eemi.aboagmalB than aotually worshipped; but 
ManasK a unireraally woishipped by the moat baokward as well 
os the advanced semi-aborigines hi Western Bengal, and the 
worship ia oonrinued fox days together, and is attended with ma^ 
pomp and rojoioing, and singing in the streeta. The fact of the 
into>duotion of this aboriginal worship among Hindus is orjatal* 

Hzedin the story, of Gh&nd Sondagu, and ia handed down from 
generation to generation. It is eaid that the dandigar refieed 
to worship that goddess till his trade was rained and hia deareet 
ohild wu killed by bite on bis marriage day; then, and 
then only, was the meraliant compiled to recognise the power of 
the snake goddses. It is slgniflcnnt, too, that the plaoe which is 
pointed out as the site of this oocurranoe is near the Dsmodar river, 
i(phich may be considered as the boundary line between the first 
Hindu settlers of Hengsl and the aboriguea. At what period the 
worship of hCanosft crocaed their boandary line and epread among 
the Hindus oazmot be ascertained ; but up to the present day the 
worship of this goddess among Hindus is tame, oompsrod to the 
nniversalTojoioiog and entbusiasm with whuA she is wombipped by 
her ancient folio wen, the preeent somi-Hlnduxaed aborigines.'* * 

• Tie ^ieri^tnal Slement u iit ToffUHan ef Btnfai, 0«UatM lt«vt«w, 
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Voii^fp • Bliidtf, a<»orduig id one oocoant, iw fftTOvriU d&QghUr 
of a former Rlji of Tinohef, who di«d a TirgjiL fox the good of 
the people. la commetooraUob of her doath, the B&gdie aad 
Beiiris oeiTjt ia procenon. an t 0 ig 7 reproeonting her, on the l&at 
dar of BhSdra, i.c., in the middle Sofiiember. The wnrehip 
ooneielz of eoBge aod wild danoee in which men. women and 
otuldien tahe pari. L local comsiiondent girea a eoxoeTidiat 
different aoooQoi of the origin of the BHldn vix.. that loipo 
60 years ago the bcantifol dangliter of tlie Biji of SlsTpiir (in 
Jd&nhhtim) died, and to ooiDinemorate her momor; tho BAjR 
inetitnted an annnul festiral, ai wli’cdi an image of kta daiiglitor 
wasoshibiied. This hns 1«os kppt np, fbongh Ua origin haa beon 
perhaps forgotten; and the lUjft'a daagliter baa now hoon deified 
hy the Low oeatei. who, oo the last night of Bhidiu, liawh abont a 
gorgeous image of her from houia to house. Danoing goes on the 
whole night, and on the third day the noage ia thrown into a tank. 

Regarding this woiihip, hCr. B. 0. Butt writes The 
worship of Bhfido (in the month ol BhAdral is said to hare been 
reoently Introduced into BioknA from Iflnhhum and other 
weetem diatrieU. The worship ia a purely aboriginal one, and 
the goddea Bbftdii ia noi.rdoogmaed by the Hindus, nor liaa she 
yet obtained any Hindu woxahippen. She ia imagined to ho a 
prinoeaB of exoeesiTe goodnes and heaaiy, who took pity on the 
condition of the poor Panris, and died at an earlT age. The 
BautU hare no priesta, and ao the women and cluldren of each 
family chant songs day after day before this idol, which they deok 
with floweie. For some days villages and street a reaonnd with 
the singing of women and the merry shouta of boya Tbe last 
day of Bhldia is the last and most important day of t h i e 
primitive piji, and the worshippers forget sll work and all oaiea 
in their load and boisteroos worship of BlUda. There oan be no 
doubt tile worahip ia connected in eome way with ths early rioe 
harveat, which comraencea in Bhidrs^ Thia is the time of 
national lejoicioga all over Beogal, and Hindus worship Durgfi, 
lAkabml, and a sncceeaioA of duties as this harv^ goes on.’* * 
Wor»iip It baa already been mentioned that hotii B^d^a and Bauris 
Mrtj" worship Dbarmirtj, hat this oolt is not oonfiaed to them aod is 
common throaghoni the distriot. There are many deities known 
by the name of Dharmaiftj in nnona parte of Blnkara, hut (he 
most ancient is said to he Briddhgkaha, who is enshnned at 
SSnk&npSH in the town of Bi^npur. The namo Briddhtkeha 
means *' the old.eyed one,and the god, i^o ia ol'O oommonly 

• Tkt ia Oa PamnUiiaM at CCeaU* 
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u Bon Bbftnot, is mpTWODted hy i piew of stolid 
oorsied wi^ TSrmiUoii snd luring m^tsX s/es. The priests an a 
family of Sonoakln or blaoksmitha known as Dhanna pandiU, and 
tks offerings oonsiit of onboxled rioe and sugar ; ao<^ offeringff 
are made aren bj Bribnuna. It is aaid that Ibe wonMp of 
ibis deity goes ba<^ to ibe days bafcm the setaUiahmsnt o! tbf 
Bisbrnipoi iU], orer 1,100 years, and that the ancient B&jfta 
of Mallabhum gare the idol eadowmeots of lands, eoms of whiob 
on still held by tixe prissU. 

Other lepreeanfstioDs of Dhimarftj of some c^lriiy keo the 
following. BinktiA Bai of TTidaa u represented .by a piece of 
atone with some earrings mtevpietad se the signs representing the 
ten incamatioiu of VIshna. This idol is in the hooee of a 
Sutndha; or carpenter, vbo sots as priest, and all the Hindn 
feetirals are ^beerred, the Baib Jihrt and Uakar SaxtbSaKi 
featiTala being perfonned rl a larish sc^e; on ths latter ocosoon 
cooked food, hiovm as kIticMun is prepared by Br&haans 
and offered to lha deity. The idol of Bup N&rftjan of Hangalpnr 
in thana Indfisis a pteoe of stone anhlsinatL^ of the tortoise 
inoamation of Yislmn •, this idol is in the home of a TfinU ot 
weaTer, who acts as "poMt. SwarSp ^irftyan of &&bpQr in 
thana Indls hss a atone slso regarded as the tortoise 

iDoarnation of Tishnn; this ie in the hooM of a Kotfl, who acts 
86 priest. NabsjItML of Bilei in the India thfaa, a sunilar stone 
emblem, is enshrined in the hoose of a Eamir or Uaobaitb, who 
aota as priest The chief featiTal at which the three gods Uat 
named an worshipped is the Sankrlnb*, at which kiichurS 

Mop LB offered. Santak Bai of Paokhu near Band Ghindput 
on the Bhalkisor ie a etone emblem, also regarded as ths tortoise 
incaruaiinn of Yishnn, in the house of an Agon, but the prieet is 
a Br&bman. The chief feetiral in bononr of this idol t^es 
place on the oooaaioD of Aksh^ra TBtiy&, on which day khkkuri 
6Aog is offeed. iriti^.0tsnd n BantidhsT of Siis in th&na 
Kotalpu; is aooiher toitrisd emblam in the hoose of a N&pit or 
bsiber, who acts at priest; the Uakar Sanhrfnti IsstiTal is 
oelebrated with kAkhuri Akog. B&nhnrt Bai of fimtal in tb&na 
Kota lpnr, FanobSnan of Parei in the same thSns, Andharknli of 
Adh&kulf in the Jaypnr oatpoct and TTlnkri Bio^ of Qopilpar 
are also Bharma Thikuxe of some eelabrity. Ths origin of the 
names of the deities is nnknown, bnt it has been enggseted thab 
they were originally the names of psnons who inaugurated or 
popularised the worship oi Dhamu. 

The worship of Bhaima ie beliered by MahAmabop&dh&ya 
Hsra Frssid Sistii to be a eormpt form of Buddhism. The 





writ«n of Tinin'l oom|ul«iioQB fttnoBg* Ibo Hiodos, hs 
mdorpon4«d w vMj nf tbe Tiotrik BnddInBt difinitiea u they 
doald poiaibly do withoot jodpordinog thoir repetition for 
oftliod^. Bat thon wore i^l dimiliai, to whom, oron with 
their wocdorfol powor of idipUdon, they oould not roniure to 
giro 0 pUo* in the Ponthoon, ond one of thoM io Dhirmi. 
Oiiginnlly Bbormn wit tho oeoond pomon in tho Buddhiat 
TViaity, but tho term oomo to bo AppUod to the wonbip of etflpoi, 
the Tuible emblem of Bn^^lhiam to the ifaomnt maltitade. 
'^Dherma wonbip romemed omflnod to the loweii okeaea of tho 
people—tbe ^ieit, meuL«it uid most iliiteraie oloMce. All the 
loweet foma of wt>nbip rajeefod by tlio BrAlminDa gnulually 
milled roasd DhennA> auU hie prieafai tlirou^liout Bengnl njoy 
oertoin oooalderetion wliioh often exatee tho onvy of Sieir highly 
placed rirala, the MrAhmaiu, who* though hating thorn with a 
genuina hatred^ yet oovot tbair earnings whoreTor thoie aro 
oouddenhla; and there are inaianoea In vhieb the wonhip of 
Bharma baa paaied into Btihman ban da, and has been, by them, 
traniformed into a numifetation either of .'iiva or nf Vishnu.” * 
After reeapilulatieg the ergumeuta by which ho idoniiRea 
Bbarma worahip as a aorvimil of Boddbiam, the Pandit goai on to 
aay—”Tha Dbarma wewabippera are fully aware ^t Dharma ia 
sot as inferior deity ; he ia higher than Viahsu, higher tlian 
Sira, higher than Brahml, aod eren higher (lum romiJ. Hia 
poaition ia, indeed, «a exalted ai that of Brehtad la Hindu 
philoacphy. In fact, one of tho booka in honour of BImnua 
girea an obeoure hint that the work has been written with tlio 
objeet of eatabUehieg the Bnbmahood of Dbanna. Tha repre- 
aenteUos of Bbarma ia many pboea Is a tortoise. Now a tortoise 
is a miniature repreaenUtioQ of a atiipa with dre niohee for dve 
Bhyiui Bnddbae. At Saldi in Biokuzt an image of Buddha in 
me^tahre poctnre ia itiU actually worshipped as Bbarma. The 
worahippera of Bharma are nnoosacioua of the fact that they are 
the BurriTora of a mighty race of men and that they bare 
inherited their religion from a glorious To this it may be 

added that at the present day the image of Bharma is generally 
found in the bouses of low ossle people, and that a popular saying 
is DAarma nUhs^Ami, Dhanna, favouri the low. At the same 
time, Bharma is offered cooked food oven by a BrAhman. 

B«ok* Hook'Swuiging, onoe eo familiar a part of the Ch/fivh Fiji in 
pwiBgfnf. qI i)oeesionally prattired in B&nburft by 

Santils in the more remote (ttoCa, in epite of the efforts node to 
Buppresa ii The following acoonnt of the ceremony, as witnessed 
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At 0&r9ug&, u quoted from ui utiolsi '* IVom the beajrt of 
Beugel—Hook'mngiog and other dlr^ons,’' publialifidui the 
Tiulian Meiftodint Ti/rw, June 1900. " Our ottenlioa it drown 
towArdfl a migbij alrutture in ooune of erection- A long stoot 
pole, 35 feet in height, hoe been orectei. ^aUneed cm the 
top of this is another pole, 30 long nnd ao aiTacged that 
it can move both in & Tertionl as well as in a horisontal plane. 
On one aide ie a rode platfoiin oreotod 30 feet high, bo tlut V 
standing on the top oi thin oqo oan just reaoh tbs end of the 
orpse bar (s leTer. What is it all for f V7e plant our oam eras 
down, apd ,wait. There are hnrried oonsultationi among the 
leading worshippers. At length a deputation ^proaohea ua 
Will &Q tifuh giro them permission to swingP An explanation 
is given, and then ae dieoover that this apparatue ie for the famous 
Hook'Swinging ," which has been illegal for more than 36 years ^ 
illegal, but yet we ace informed that it is prsotieed erery year 
in these isolated distriots. But what can we do P The people 
are exoited, thoy say it is their custom, and they do not wish 
to be disappointed. We expostulate with them; ws epesk of 
the debating and oruel nature of the custom; we keep our 
inorinunatlog oomoras pointed towards the apparatus, but it ia 
all in Tain. The people aay they will swing and risk the 
oonaequencea. 

** A young men of nineteen deoiaree bis intention to swisg. 
He pays his pioe to ihe priest in oharge, kneels ^ the foot ci the 
pole, and then awatta the fixing of the hooks in hie back. A man 
approaches with two hooks, about d inches ia length, with a stoat 
rope attaehed to the end of eaoh. Standing behind the devotee, 
be catches hold of a lump of fieeh on one ei^ of his back, and in a 
skilful manner forces the hook throngb. At the same time, an 
attendant elaps the devotee on the mouth iohideany exprenioncl 
pain from cooing forth. Another book is fixed in the same way, 
but on the other side of ihe back, and the viotim is now ready for 
swinging. Strange to say, there is Uttle or no blood, and the 
perfomer does not ceem to be ia much pain. Again he prays, 
and then mounts the platform or icaifold. He is received by 
ceTexal attendants, who fasten the ropee seaurely to the swinging* 
beam. When all is ready, and the beam ie properly balanced by a 
number of men bolding a rope from the other end, a aigual is 
given, and away he goes 35 to 40 feot above the ground, suspended 
merely by the hooks m bis fleali without any eafoguard whetoyei, 
so that il the hooks were to break, or the Ooeh give way. be 
would be dashed to pi voce on the hard ground below. Rouod 
and round he goes, while the people below gaee ia rapture, 
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"At finij UiB Bvisgng devotoB Bfrctobes out hu aima ond. olupf 
the beom, lo /u to take os much weij^hi oe pofiihlo oS tbe books, 
bat IO 0 & bo ^tlien oovago oad, l«mgiog hia anna rooad ia 
front of him, be unites his hands in the aliitudo of pr&ysr» Then 
bo grows bolder; with one li&nd bo bsgius to soaitor Howors, 
wbidb ho oxtraoU from hU dAu^l, whilst with tbooilior ho ^js on 
some instrument or produces a gurgling sound with bis raoutU by 
slapping it with lifs bund. All thiss vuioos performoaces oxoito 
great approval A^om the admiring tbrosg around. Tbo awing 
ososes. He desoouds from tlis sooftold with the hooks still in 
bis dcib. These arc quiokly extracted without a groan passing 
through his lips. Again he kneols at the foot oi the poU, than 
tlko women throng around him with holy water, ewestneats and 
ail kinds of tempting tjt*bits, as a reward for hie devotion and os 
a mark of thoir approval. 

" Not only young men, but middlo*aged men and even boys go 
through the whole perfonnancs. There is no waiting. At least 
a hundred people, mostly Hindus, must have swung dunng tbo 
day. Some of these wo ^ueskictzi eud Cnd that many do it for tbo 
mere fun of the thing, others bsoauis they wish to return tbauki 
fox benefits rsoeived, and a fow out ol purs devotion to Siva. Ooe 
old man has swung seven times, and the marks in his book, which 
he is proud to exhibit, bear tcitimooy to tlie truth of his state* 
moot. Ono liitle boy fainted as ho was being taken down. Ho 
said tlko pain was very groat, and that he would not do it again, 
but later he sold he had mado a vow to swiog every year.’' 

Another curious ceremooy which took place ac the ums place 
is thus described by the same writer. ^'Two poles arc Armly 
fixed in the ground, six feet apart. A crosi bar reels on the top 
of these. On this orosi bar are two loops, sight feet from tbo 
ground. Below, a firo of oharooal is glowing, and by its elds a 
priest is kneeling, and ever and aoDU he oasts incense into the 
bnroiog ombsrs. A worshipper comes along; with a spriog he 
cetohee hold of tho oroes bt» and putA his feet into the bops and 
hangs down with bis head just above tho imokiog inoonse. The 
prieat mutters somo mysierious munti at, end then the atleodante 
begin to swing him bsnkwatds and forwards over the fire, while 
the devotee, plaoing his bauds together, remains in tbs altitude 
of devout worship. The swiogiog osesM, be is assisted to the 
ground, and he goes away with added virtue to hie orediU No 
sooner is he down, than another devotee is ewioglog. There is no 
waiting, and this goes on yjroughout the whole day.” 

Hthuically, Bsnkurft may be described as a border dieti'lct 
lying between OhotsNigpur^ibehosie of aboriginal xooes, and the 
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Qflngefcio delti witli itA old Hindu popttUtiou. Eron within the 
dietaef itself there is a notable differenoe between the BAniuri 
mic^vinon to the west and the Bishnupur subdiTiaion to the east. 

Ill the former aboriginal ra«i,euoti ae SanUle, Baorie and Baediei 
predotamate, while in the latter pm*© Hindu oaetee, euS m 
B rlhmane, arc found in greatoet etrengih. Taking the district u 
a whole, oeaies and tribe# of nboriginaU or eeini-aboriginals exa 
moetnumoi'oufl, the SantlOe, Baurisond Bigdie alono aoeountiair 
for over one-fomtb of the total population, ® 

The mopginal-table ehowBtho etreagth of the diflewnt caeUa 

Ikiri .ns,es( nnmbeping over 00,000. As 

.tteee outec, no epedal dewriptien 

d*|3j W.M6 needed of the Brthmans, OoAlSe and 

.m'SS reeemble their fellow oaetemcn 

. ia otbei' parts of Bengal in their maoner 

of Uvjng ami oesto etruotnre. The Telie, however, it mav be 
monfioned, «•# now no longer oil-pieewxa but oultivatore; the 
aotual oil-presieie are Kalui, but they profw to call themeelvoe 
Telie, A fuller desoription is required of the Bmuie, Saotile 
and Bigdie, which may be regarded as the ohamoterietio iribee 
of BlnkurA. 

The Banrii are a low aboriginal caele who work aa onltivaton, Biuri* 
agrionUaral labouren and pS/*^bearers. They nie divided into 
the foil owing nine eub»oaetee:^(I) Mallabhumil, (3) SikhariB or 
GobariS, (3) Panohakoti, (4) Moll or Mule, ( 0 ) Dhulii or 
Bbulo, (b) Malm or MlluR, (7) Jhltitt or JhetiA (8) HsthuriB 
and (0) FftthuriA. Some of ^eee eub-oaitee appear to have been 
originally territorial eubdivuione. The Mallabhumirt and Malul 
and perhaps also the Moll, wore rosidonte of Mellabhum, i/ 
the eaitem aud oontral porMona of the dielriotj the Bikharils 
were oiiginally Banria who lived m Sikharbhijm, it. the fasot 
between the Kfteai and Boi«kar rivera; the Dhnlil subsaate is 
euppoeed tooome from Dhalbhum, which in this distriot ioolndee 
the BhAtrS th&na; while Paaohakoti refers to the oentpai portion 
of the Vlnohet (Paobet) estate to the west. The name ffoberil 
is eaid to refer to a domestio oiwtom of clearing up the remnants 
of a meal with oowduag, and Jhltdi is explained as denoting a 
group who simply sweep away the fragments of a meal withont 
washing the plaoe where it bee been spread. 

Many of Ihom hold euhstantial tenurea on terms of poljoe 
eerrioe—a faot which lends ooloor to the view that they are 
among the earliest settlers in this part of the oountry, Tx^ 
of totemiam stall survive in their reverenoo the red.baoked 
heron and the dog, and pwhapa in their strong ol^ection to 
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Wsa.dggg. The beron le loohed apo&wtbe emblem 
of the tribe, uidioa/ act be killed ot molested on <d ezpolsion 
from (be c^e. Doge eleo ere eecred, so meeh so ibet » Beori 
will os BO eoooimt kill e drg or tOD<di e deed dog’s bod/, end tlie 
water oi a in ehiob a dog bee bean drowned oennot be used 
until an sntire rein/ soaeop baa wesbed the impnrit/ away, 

Baoria admit into tiieir caetc members o£ any caste bigbcr 
than themsslYoe in aooial itanding. No xegniar oeiemony is 
appointed for enoh oocaaoos: the new msmbo merely pays to 
the oaste pmckiftri a earn ol money, rvyiag Crom Be. 10 to 15, 
to be spent on a ileaei whtob, tor the fir^ time, be openly eats 
with bit adopted caata brethren. The origin of this eingulat 
practise is periiapa to be soo^t in iba lax views of the Banris 
on the subject ^ sfxnsl morality. Tn otber caetee a woman 
wbo has an intrigae with an oatsider is punished by expalsion 
from the caste ; iai Banria not only allow ihm women to live 
openly with men of other but reorive those men in their 
own comTonnity when, ss frequently happens, they are onteested 
by their own people for eating rice oookcd by tbeir sustreaes. 
Divcxee is easily obtained. It is effected by the husband iakiag 
sway from his srito the iron ring which every married woman 
wears and pTooIaiming to the the fact of his having 

divorced ber. Divoro^ wives may always marry again. 

The Bsaris are addicted to streng drink, and with few exoof^ 
iioDJ, are indifferent to the nice scruples regsrding food wbioh 
hare so important a besring on tiie status of the average Hindus 
for they eat beef, pork, fowls, idl kinds of fish, and r^ Never- 
Ibelese they pride themselTea on not earing snakes and liaards; 
end it may be that this Is connected in some way with the worship 
cf the n^-goddeas Msnssli, wbo is snpposed to preserve her 
worshippers from anake'Uts. In most districts the Beuris now 
burn their dead, ae Hindus do, but in ^nkurft they bury the 
corpse with the bead fo the norih and the face downward, 
believing that it preveste the spirit from getting out to give 
trouble to the relations and fellow coatemeD of the deoessed.* 

Saaiih. The SsntSls are almost entirely oooined to the Binkurii sab- 
division. Only 0,3dG are fonnd in the Biihnupur eubdivieion, 
and most of thcee are residents oi the western portion of that 
mbdiririon, not mors than 1,266 being found in tbe sastern and 
nortbem thinse of Kotaipor, IndAs and Soi^mukbl. They arc 
rarely known to immigrate from tho former to (he latter sob- 
divisioa, where, aocording tnihrir notion, fhero oxirii no field ton 
toem. Bom and bred in tbe jtzng^e, tbeir favourito ooouparioo, 
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besides buiit 2 ogf> u tbd grodual rdolam&tios of jnngle l&nd. To 
tbi 0 irork they seelduouely adbero till, ae is oi^ the okm, they 
are ouetod from the land thus won from the waete by grasping 
laadlozda, who, when they find that ihe land broba op by 
the BantAls haa attaiDod the de«jrad point of tillage, demand an 
exorbitant rent, or employ other toanus to compel them to give 
up their holdings end betake tbemBelTee to freih jungle, \vhQTe 
they ore subsequently no better treated. Of lata yean, howeror, 
they have booomo more tonodoue of ihoir righta A fnller 
description of ^is interaating race will be found in the Appendix 
to thie Chapter. 

The B&gdie are another oaaU of non* Aryan origin, who VfAh. 
aooouDt for their geneiis by a number of legends. One of these 
ie to the eiTeof that they originally oame from Coooli Behir and 
wero the otfspring of Siva and P&rratl. Siva, it ie «aid, lived 
there with a numlHr of ooDoubinee of the TCooh tribe. PJlrvaif Was 
moved by jealousy to oomo in tlie dieguieo of a fieherwomaa and 
destroy the etending crops of (he ICoohea, and Siva oould only 
induos her to depart by bogottiag on her a eon and a daughter. 

Those twins were aftsrwardi marri^, and gave birth to Himblr, 
king of Bishnupur in thia district, from whose four daughters^ 

S&ntu, Neto, Hontu and Kehetu—(he four sub*oaatea TeotuUir 
Dulii, Kusmetia and M&tiA nro deeoended. It it an m«truotiv| 
ooinoidonoe that the founder of the Bishnupur R&j, Adi MUla, 
from whom Blr Efimblr was descended, ie to this d^ known as 
the Bigdi lUji, and his dcBcendants as the kings of the Bfigdie. 

In this district the original strueturo of the ooate seenu to have 
boon ringularly well preserved, and we find the Bigdis divided 
into the following io^oaetee:-~(l) Tentulil, bearing the titles 
B&gh, Stoirfc, Bai, Kbln. PuiU; (2) K&aaiknlifl, with the titles 
Ufenjbi, hfasidohi, Palaukhli, PberkA; (8) Pulih, with the titlea 
Bardir and Bl^ri; (4) Cjbl or Ojhi; (6) Miobhuft, hfeohbui 
or Meoho; (6) Culim&njhi; (7) Dandamftnjhi; {^) Eaemetia, 
KusmiliA or Kneputra; (0) l^Uametii, or MJihAl. Of 

these endogamons sub'OaeUs the Tentulil te celled after the 
tamarind tree (Uniul), and the ElssiknHi is named from the Elsai 
river. These two groitps work ai uasona, and also prepare Ihe 
lime which is mixed with the betel leavee and areca nut ehewerl by 
all olaeaee of natives of India. The BulU B&gdie cany palaoquina 
or dalli, and, in oomnion with the other sub'Castea, earn their 
livelihood by fishing, making gimny bags, weaving ootton, and 
preparing the red powder (e^r) used in the HoU featiral. The 
Bigdi fieherman uses the ordinary circular coet-net;, but swings 
ihe net round bis head before esetiug it, a practice which is 
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uippofidd tbe loi^lar flahiog ctdm of Beng&I>^Ti7or, M&l 
&ni H&ibaiUA—to bo poeo^Wtj diahoootnlde. Of iho oUior 
M]>*outoi tbo li&(dihui deriya tbaii nama from Bthxng, tha 
from aarili-worbuig> Uia Xun&atia are called after the graao; 
tbo Ojht ara» or are sappoaed to bare beoo» tba prtoaba of tba 
tribe. 'Wiilua tbaae ealntutM agaia are a aumbar of oxogomou 
Bootioci, aiXLcmg 'which map be roantioned Kiibak, tba Lvoq^ 
Ponbzi^ii, -the )Ufigla cook; Slliialu or Sfllmlokh, tlia idf flab; 
Pitriebi, the ba^ ; and Kactkobbapi the toxtoiaa. Tb,^ totem is 
taboo to the nambara ol the arotioa, t.p., a ^tobak Bigdi may 
not kiU or act a boron, and a Pilriald may not touob a boaa. 
A Bflgdi canaot marry ontrida tba mb-oiafo nor iniide the 
•ectioD to 'wbiob be b^ongi. Tbne, a Teutalia mtut marry a 
Tentulia, but a man of the SUHahi aeotioD, to whatever aab-oaate 
be may belong, cannot many a woman of that eection. 

B&gdia practiaa both infant and adult mairUge indiSaraDUy. 
In tha «aia of girla wdio are not manied in infancy, aezual 
Uoenaa bafore marriaga U yirtoally tolaiatad, it Iwg imderatood 
tbit if a girl baeomae pregnant, aba will 6nd eoma one to marry 
ber> Among a maaa of litoal borrow e d from the Brabmanioal 
ayatem, the marriaga oaramony (MtfAe or baa i/reearrad 
soma intaraeting uiagee, which a^>aar to belong to a diffeient, 
i^d perbape more primitiTc, mior of aymb^iaxu. Ii)orly on tbo 
wedding moRUOg, belora lha bridegroom etarU in prooeeaion for 
the bridc’a hooee, bo g:oci through a mock marriage to a meiM 
tree {£auia fa{i/bHn). He embra^ the tree and bedauba it with 
Tarmilioa ; bia right wriat ia bonnd to it with thread; and after 
he ia relaeied from the tree, this same thread U triad to attach a 
bunch of fikiAed laav^ to hia wriet. The Aai'df .orproneeifoo of 
the bridegroom'! party ia anally timad no as to reach tba bride'a 
bouea about noaet. On arriral, the inner oaurtyard of tba bouaa 
ia defended by tba bride^a friande, and a mioio oonfllci takaa 
piaoa, which anda in tha viotewy of the bar4i. 

Symbolio capture haying been thoa effected, tha bridegroom 
is seated with hU face to tha east on a wooden stool placed under a 
bower of tii leavaa, haying pote of oil, gridn and tarmario at the 
ionr oornen* and a mall poo) of water in tba centre. When the 
bride entare, she mar^aa sayan timaa round tha howac, keeping it 
always on bar right band, and saaU baraalf opporita to tba brido- 
groom, tba pool of water being between the pair. Tba right 
banda of the bride, the bridagroom, and tisa bride's eldest relatiye 
are tied together with thread by tha offioUtiog Brihronn, who ch 
tbs same time racitae sacred tc^ (sMefm), tha pnrport of which 
is that tha bride has been giyen 1^ her people to the bridogroom 
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ftnd bfld been eMepUd bj him. The prieet Chen oUima hie fM, 
end. EkfCer reodiving it, antios the thread end Icnota together the 
poarfu worn by the married oouple. This part oi the ceremony 
ii QRilod ffoii'inlur, the olmoge of gUrn, rmd it acipposed io 
trumkr the bride from her own lei^tioo or QxogacQQue group to 
that of her hnsboiid. It ie followed by rinr&irdd'i, i.c., tbe bride- 
groi»m take* a etna) I eup ot vermilion {tinthir) ia bia left hand^ 
and with bia right hnnd imoare the colour on the pertlag of 
tlie bride’s hair. Thii is oonaldered the OMsntial and binding 
portion of the marriage ooremeay. Oarlande of Oowerj aro then 
exchanged by tbe parties> and tlte rest of tbe night ia apoaC in 
iaAsting> the married coiiplo leaviDg for tbe bridegrootn'i houio 
early next morning. The knotted learrea are not ootiod until the 
fourth day after tbe wedding. When a divorce Cakes plaoe» it is 
symbolIted by the Kueband breaking a straw in two or taking 
away ths iron braorloC commonly worn by married women. 

Like (be Bauvii, Cho DAgdis admit members of say higher 
caste into thoir oirolo. and ths process of initiation is like Chat 
already described in tbo cotu of the Bauris, oxoopt that a man 
admitted into the BuliA aub>easto hoe Co Cnke the palanquin or 
(Mi on his ihouldsr at a sign of hii aooeplanoe of their hereditary 
ooonpaticD. Edoxt of the BAgdli are to oono oxtenfe engaged 
in agrioultars, uinaUy a$ kovfi orimder*ryo(4, and comparatively 
lew have attained tlio more re^peotnblo position oi oooupancy 
ten ants. Largo numbers work as landless day labourers, paid in 
oash'Orkindf or as nomadio cultivatori, tilling other meo’s lands 
on ths t/idg»jct syeUin, under whieb they ere remnnoraUd by a 
epsoihed ehore of Che produce. Their aooial rank is very low» end 
they are ueually olassed with Bourii nud BhuiyAs as dwell on on 
the outakiits ol Hinluism. Some BngdU ent beef and pork, 
and moat indulge freely iu Aeah ol uOior kinds, ond aro greatly 
addioUd to driuk. Tontulih BBgdin, however, will not eat beef^ 
and many inemben of this iLib*ca«le have become Yaiahiiavae and 
abstun from all soiU of flosh.” 

The whole diatriot wee originally tbe teiritory of tbe Biihau> aocn*t 
pur Bfljis, by whom portions were allotted to subordinate ohiefa alas' 
for the prot^ou of tbo frontier. These oluefs, who, like the 
tUjIe, were roeognited ae KahoCtriyes, held sway over aboriginal 
tribes and wqre useful au:ciliariea to their overlords in reeiedng 
the Marftthto and other hordes of inradoxa. Their dasoondonta 
are still locally known ae R6j&s by thoir tenants, although tbe 
title ie not recognised by Qoveramdai On ths dieaolution of 
&e Biehnupur lUj, tbe property in the immediate poanedon of 


* &iil<}’j Tribn and Om(qs e£ fioogaV. 
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^6 Hft; into the huids of the Burdwftu Rft], but the 

l&rge fiols oontinued as Wore in the poueeeion of the Keh&ttriyas 
or their ropneentativoe in iuioruet The Uolilors of theeo fioU 
ufule gr&utu to tUeir relaiivee and kiuuuou, but tlie latter hare 
now, to a very Urg’d extent, truaKfeired their holdinge to money 
lendere and others, and are coneequently in an impoveHahod 
state. The xamindArs in their turn did not faro better, for their 
poverty oompeUed tliem to mortgage tiieit estates and in some 
oaees to sell some portlcns to liquidate their debts. Owing to 
theeo aud other oavieea ^ greater part of BSnhord is now under 
large non-reeldeni proprietoia, suoh as the Mah&i'&j'AdiiirSj 
Bohidur of Burdwfin, Smiti lUmoawar Mfilie, and the Etja 
of ranoLet. 

Another important olase oonsieU of paffiuiarty who owe their 
existence to the syatem of permanent subinfeudation introduoed 
by the MsharftjS of Sardw&n after the Permanent Settlement 
He paroelled ont hiavaet estate into tenures known a^jjahnialuUtt 
the grantee of whioh not only gave him a high premium but 
covenanted to pay on annual rontsl io perpetuity. Tbie syeUm, 
whioh left him a mere annuity on the land, was reoognized by 
law in 1819, and a power of eole simitar to that poMoapod by 
Oovernment wae given to the patnfdirt. The latter again sublet 
on usutar terms, and tbe roenlt has boon to oreate a olass of 
persons living on small fixed inoomes and without interest in the 
tenantry. This hfis caused a disappearance of the old feudal 
spirit and a disintegration of the relations between landlords and 
ts&aaU, who no longer have that common solidarity of inteinst 
whioh need to exist. The eurplus groin in former days was spent 
in works of public utility, and a large v0lago would have good 
tanks and bathing while its temples were oarefully kept up 
and religions festivals wero lavishly observed. Now, in many 
oases, tbe old samliK^’s family residence is in ruins, and he 
himself often epende what income he can realise in fighting law 
snite. If the landlord is not in debt, he Is usually an absentee, 
having but lately purohoeed the estate; but it is reported that 
the large non xesident landlords all treat their tenants with jnstioc 
and consideration. It must be remembered, moreover, that this 
state of afiain only mor^s a transition stage, the old feudal inter¬ 
dependence between zamiedSrs and their tenants not yet having 
been replooed by the new inter-depondenoe between labour and 
oapital, 

The following is a brief oooount of the pnnolpal village 
offidals or of those whose duties bring them into olose cooneotron 
with the viU^eis. . * • 
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The ftdtd ill the deputj or repreeeiitatiTe o£ the Uodholder^ 
placed m charge of the whole or part oi hie samIndSri or eetate, 
of which ho liae the geuoral luauagomout. Ho ie oaiuted hy a 
staff of mnh(tri‘irt, pcuim and ytintudlfUti. 

Perhaps the meet important pMsouaiity ha vllisge hie is 
the yumithia or <a/niM‘, as be is the agent employed by the 
saraliK^r to nanage affairs between himself and his tenants. Hie 
chief da^es ooosiet in oollooUng rente, granting reoupts, and 
Bseiag that the wj-jol or home farm Lands of his master are 
properly oultiTated, and that in cose any onltiTator abandons bis 
fields luid leaTos the village, the relinquished lands are lot out to 
a now tenant. Through him the samindSr carriee on a trade 
with bis ryots by advaneing rice and seed at intarest to thoie in 
need of aooommodation; and he keeps the nooounts of Uw rent * 
coUeotionB and grain advances, it each village he has a HSmdr, 
or house for stoi*ing grain, in which be keeps paddy received from 
the cultivators, either In payment of the grain advanced to them 
or of rent pud in kind or bhA/jJami). Hie salary ie 

generally paid in money, and m addition to this, he receivea 
perquisites from the cultivatora on the oooasion of csrtm festivals. 
Where the estate is a large one, one QuwdtMa is apiiointed to 
odleot the rents of a gtonp of several villsgee; but in such oases 
he often has an aeeistfiat called an Afpa/iari or jiaik, who ia 
remunerated by a grant of rent-free land. 

Besides hia other multiiaricms duties, the gumAikfc ie often 
called upon to asosthis employer in the oonduot of suits connected 
with the villages in his charge, and occasicomUy to give evidence 
M a witness. But, by the oustem of the oountry, a man who ie 
considered respeclablo in the village oommunity avoids giving 
toaUmony in a court as much as poeaible. He is therefore 
generally allowed an aasstaci, called {jumiikiA, vboee 

duty it is to look after any cose in which the eamTndftrh intareats 
are involved. 

The or tnandal ie a vill^ offidal, who formerly 

held an Important poeitiou, as he was the representative of the 
villagers in matters of general or individual interest, an arbiter 
in petty disputes, and a respeoteble man whose preeeuce would 
he sought by the villagers at feasts and festivals. Ifnkfiga is 
a Saoskrit word meaning nperior, but at the present day it 
te s, misnomer, as his eodal portion is not always high and 
the reepeot shown to him is often a mare shadow of what it 
formerly was. He is etill the village headman, however, and 
hia port ia bereditaiy. He receives perquisites and gifts from 
the Tlllagere on the ocoaeiou of domestio and religioua ceremcniee^ 
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in QocorduiOQ wth Uma-lsonoured outom. ‘Wlien ft toftitiagft 
tftkea plftM, lie 26 i>ftid n small ram of mousy, ftDooidiii^ to the 
msafts of the payor, and also roaoivos a fow Lstsl>iiols, erveetrasais, 
aud otlisr prseants, whiolii altUoa^h of email valuo, are indioatirs 
ofiespoot for hxa poeition. Again, whsnovor a rillagor girea 
a fsaet on the oooados. of anaffjir^on (or tlio feeding of on infani 
with lioo for the Hrat timoi| korun\rnfi (oar-boriug), upanoffma 
(first wearing of the sftorod thread by Bi^flhman boys), marriage, 
^iiidhn (funeral obeviuioe), Miimhftnnu (onutial obeequee), or 
(religious oeronionies), Uio wuAAyj, of whatovor casto he 
may be, must be invited to dine. 

Tbs other villags oJliojala are Uie [viost, barber, wnahermait, 
aslrologor, and the reprosontativos of tJio varioiu artiaan eosUi. 
In the old Hindu ovganisation, theeo persone wore Inobod upon u 
public servants, and tsmunsratsd by grants of rent-free lands 
from the common lands of tbe villago. They have, however, • 
long MOssd to exist os village offieials, end are now hardly more 
than private eorvents ceiryiag on eortain oooupaiions, mid paid for 
their work by the individuals on whom they attend. 

^utvAie. The chief of these is the pNiv/dt or priest. Nearly every well- 
to-do Hindu euliivetor maintains a family idol, generally a 
tdioram (ftblftok round stone with a liole in it), whieh the family 
pidest wonbipi every moruing and evenhig as reprosentiug Vishnu, 
For this he is lamunoratsd by doily gifts of rioo and milk. In 
somo villsgea tboia is an idol kept in s house oalled the fatindup, 
or in a masonry lomple siaotid at the Joint expense of the groat 
msjonty of the villagers; and gifts of tios, ^it, eU., for its 
servios are contributed by oooh hoasohold in (urn. If the village 
idol has been sst up by a tamlndfir or rioh villager, there will 
generally be found an endowment of land attaohod thereto, from 
the preoseds of which the artiolei nsosssory for the lervioe 
are purohesod, and from which an supported the Tillage priest, 
the mdH who furnishes the llowen, the tfomi or musioiaDs, the 
I'ioidr who eactifioes goats before the idol, the potter who 
supplies the earthen vossela, eto. Besides his remuneration for 
his isrvioes before the idol, the family priest receives numerous 
gifts from tho villegeis on oooanons of births, marriages, 
trAddfio, sto. 

An account of the other village servants will be found in 
Chapter VH. 

Ar^r. Formerly the responsibiUty of keeping the mods open and of 
protec^g travellers from robbery rested with a quasi-military 
class of men, oalled g/tdiaSiSf to whom gran Is of lande were 
allotted in return for their serTioes. The man ftt the head of 
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tbu ^noai-milifiirj oUm of nu& m oilUd t«rd4f ; tho mu noxt 
In nnk ond imxoediotolj cabordmoU to him yru tho «a<^, and 
the iHMAft or pAtf/irdb won u&nodiatoly nbordiaoto to tho 
UttoT. Tho dat 7 of tbo »ar<Ur wu to o^oot paiieAak or quit> 
rent from the tatHiU ind IMtdir (fhitad/i, to pay the mtne to 
OoTmiiaent or to the temndir, u the com ni^hi be, to depute 
fidliedU for keeping wotoh and word in rilio^ or oa roede, to 
oeeiit polico offioen tn their mveotigotioDi, and to perform other 
polioe dotiee when nooeamrif. The Uodi granted to tbaee men 
hare been or are being reatuned, bat the old titlee itUl remauu 
A more detailed account of them will be found in Ohapter XI. 

The udidib ueed to oolleot from thetr tiMirt anisaiait- 

to pay the la'me to the eer^dr and to euperriee the work o! the 
gAtUwAU, In lome inetaaoei alio they wen dqnted for watch and 
ward dutsee in the Tillagee and itong the roede. 

The datiee of a i4Uit4r gAU»cii wen to keep watch orer ^Taudir 
gAiit a term whioh meane geoeraU/ a Tillage or group d 
or more nllagea and portUma of roads. Ho was also required 
to give information of any offmoe oognitabU by the polioe oom* 
mitted within hie gJiat, and to report Uxthe and deaths, for which 
puipoee he had to attend the p^oe gtation periodically. 

In forgoMt hOhiawarA, Snpur, AmUkinagar, £^ui, Phut* • 

kuamA, Syimiundarpur, KmlApAl, and BblUidihA, thcee who 
performed the datica of utrdAr wore called digirt. The digart of 
the last eeren parganm exeroaed the powert of heal'Oonetablee 
when thon jwrgeue wen in Misbhum. 

In pargattat hfaluewarA and Ohhltnl there axe a dan of men 
oalled jdgJrdan, who poelormed the dotaee of ecrdtfri in the former 
and the duties of gkiludk in the lattar pargam. 

IxL thinei Indie and Kotalpur, thwe an a body of men 
oalled cinAAgdiri, who perform the duties of cAavAtdtfre. They^*”* 
haTe granta of lands in lieu ef wages; bat in some ketancei 
thcM aerrioe lands hare been resomsd nndog Act 71 of 
1870. 

Ilmdwtdin 07 sMiidsili are persons ebarged.with ths realUatlon 
of a stipulated rent for a oerUin maua4 or numbv of mautit^ IXiMt. 
and in Ueu of wages enjoy oertexn lands r*nt>free in the «sus4 or 
mauais in th«r charge. Sooh lands are oelLed tiatamdiri Or 
fitanilail lands. 

The pardmAiik is the headman among cart^ lowor uatoe, 
who derides questions aOsotug the caste and other eorial msUen. 

Among Santais the headman is oalled a He preridea at 

Tillage meetings, dacid«e petty dispotae, arranges hunting parties, 
sad attends marriages and reUgioni oeremonies. 
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16 reported ilut i2io dietnot* or rkber thU p&ii of tbo 
0 ),Uri. ooiintrj, is divided into seversl divBiooi bj tbe GofWbxiit of 
Kbudsb in the 24«P&rgonis, vbo sro the doMondonts of 
Ni^&nondft end ore regtrded u letden of tho YauhnsTSS by 
tbe folbverB of ChaiUnya and l^Uy&oanda. In each divi^D, 
.vbi<& ia oaUed hhihitk mtW, tho Goswimia keep two officers, 
via., a /aiydAr and under him a rAAontfdr. For erery bkekf 
U.f tbe oeremony of iaitiation of a VaiahnaTa, and for every 
marriage and death ceremony of Yaiabnavas, Be. 1»6 is said 
to be dae to the GoewSmis, of which the/ei(;dtfr gets 4 awnas and 
the ekkarifUr 2 annaa ai remnneradoo for the aerrioea they 
render to tbe Goewfimia. 

The (ndmary food of all oUeees oooMta principally of rice, 
pulese (da/it fish, milk and Tcgetahlea The food and tbe tiine 
for taking it vary according to riroamstanoea, hut tbe general 
practice ia to take two meals, one in the day Mi about 10 or 11 

. A.W., and the other at night at aboct 8 cw 0 ?.«. The meals 

con^ of the ardclea mentioned above, eioefi that eome take 
bread or incAft i.e., bread fried in at night. Aa a rale, aUo, 
a lij^t.repast, nsoally. omaisting of eveeimeate, is taken in the 
morning en't in ereoing* 

The housee fall nndeT Urree vii., pdks or hoases 

made of brick or masonry, kdackd or honiea thatohed with straw, 
and htjpfd or honsea fiiih tiled roob. The pdkd honsee again 
are generally of three Idnda, via, those locded with bsams and 
rafters made of wood, thoee in which tbe roof is supported by 
' girders, and those in which it rests on arrixes; there are, howeveri 
very few of the latter two olamm. The walls of these houses are 
either eonstruoted of ^icks ?n>de with wrii amllime or of bricks 
made of mtid. The thatched honsea may be divided into three 
els sees according to their thatching, vis., shsAdld, ducAs/s and 
chavcMli, it., houses with cste, two, or. four thatches. Some of 
the walls, are made of riay, some of onbnrnt brioks^.some of 
branches of trees M»d boihes smeared oror with clay, and others 
of* wood and day. of the latter two kinb are 

jAAiiSdr or gardMr, Md the lart kind is seen in places nbjeot 
• to inundation. Houses Uiatched with straw are common all over 
the district; in towna and popalons viliagoa masonry buildings 
are met with in fairly large numbers: w^e a few tiled bouam 
are found in the town of BlnkuA and in the western parta of 
parffaMMi Chbltni and Ambiklnagar. 

Tbe hoQSes are mainly of the Lower Bengal style of arebitee- 
tore with the ridge and save Unes curved and the thatch very 
tbiok. ^the reason.^ thia gtji$ of ■nAitactur^ seems to be that 
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in tbis pazt of tha' country tlie rainfall u bo that, ualasa 
vary tbiob tbatdi ia put on, water leaks i^ugh, espeoially along 
tke oomer beams of & cJmo/idlS or four^thattiied house. 
must be olsflf that, when an oblong or a square room ii ooTored 
by four thatohes meeting either in a ridge or in a point, and the 
tbatohes heve all the same inolination, the ilope of the roof at the 
iinse of jonotion of the four tbotobss is much gentler than 
elsswbore, and, os a ooneeqaenoo, leaks are more frequent at these 
than ^Bowbere. To give to these Unos the same or nearly the 
same inolination as other portions of the roof, the oorners 
hare to bs lowered, fionoe the oumd outline of the lidgo and 
eare lines.”* 

The ordinary blolhing of a gsatlsman'appearing aha sooial cabbing, 
gathering in the oold weather conrista of a or waistoloth of 
cotton, a shirt and ooat, a* shawl and a pair of stookings sad shoes. 

In other seaeoni of the year a dAuit, ttiixt or ooat, a efiidar and 
shoes are worn. When appearing at o£ce, the clothing conBists 
of pantaloons, a shirt, a ohspkin, a cAddar, and a pair of stockings 
and shoes; persons of somewhat higher position use cAoydt, or 
loose overooats, instead of o/iSdari. The ordinary olothlng of a 
smn of the nuddle olasees oonrists of a dAui*, cAddar and a pair 
of shoes ox slippers; shirts and ooats axe also oooasioQaUy used. A 
onltiTator weare merely a ooarse dAuii and a soar! (pdr/uAd) thrown 
over the shoulders or wrapped around the vaish Men of the' 
lower ol asses have a ooaxse dhiUi only. In the cold weather shawU 
and varions wrappers ore need, such as the boniU made of ssige^ 
or broadcloth, the dAwd and bai4p06h made of ootton and cloth, 
the ^arbhaiuH woven with tnsser and cotton thread, and tb^ 
pifiy or pdcMuri, which is a double chd<i<fr made of cosise doth. 

The dress of the women generally ccnsiatn of a adri only; but 
in rioh families the uee of bodioea and wrapperi in the winter 
bae been introdnoed. As a rule, females, with the exception ol 
prostitutes, do not use shoes, ebawU, or other garments used by 
the males. 

The amnsements of tbs people ooniist chiefly of the/d/rd, a iraaM* 
thentriral entertainment given in the open air, baiiAaki tongs, f.s., 
songs in the MAak or general ritting room, and dancing. In all 
of ^ese both vocal and inttrumantol musics are employed. Men 
of all dnaees attend JdfrOa, but mnaa of the people amuse' 
themscIvsB with SarisankMan, in whidh they ring and danep in 
the name of Hari (Qod). Sometimes JBtfnMnkirjaM continues 
without intermiidon for severe days and nights, and is called, 

a 

• Sapofti, SrcL. flarr, lodb, Yol, VIII, pp. lt9-lSO. 
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•occrdicg to ita dttffttion, ahordira (oad day and night), ehabbu* 
prohar (8 days and niglita)^ jmc/birdlra (6 days and nights) sad 
nabofdira (9 days aod nights). The people ot the lUi h i!ah, ol 
wIuoL Binkaxi forma part, ore, it may be added, famous JMrd 
porformera, and the iahabiUnts of Bishnnpur &ro pattionlorly 
murioah 

Oenersi Tbo population u a mixed ouo, inolnding pure Hindu coatee 

so&dJMn*. of Aryan deeoent, semi-ohoriginals leoently admitted in the pale 
of Hi7iduism> and pure aboriginal tribes. The fcUoving aooount 
of the general eondliions prevailisg ie quoted from an artiolo by 
.h&, U. p. Dntt, “Tho Aboriginal Element in the Population 
of Bengal” (Oaloutba Be view, 1SS2), tvhioh is oepeoially appU- 
oahle to this distriot. ** Living in the eomo disiriot, and often in 
^e same village, tho Hinda and the aemUHinduixod aboriginal 
nevertheless present differenoes in thoir habits and vays of living 
whioh cannot but strike even the most careless observer. Belief 
m a highly developed rehgion and an elaborate superstition has 
mode the i^ndu even of the lower castes timid and oontomplative ] 
a higher civilisation has mode him oalouladng, thoughtful and 
^go2, and a long training in the arts of peace has mode him 
re^or in his haUte, industrious in his toil, peaceful in his 
disposition. The semi-aboriginal, on ths other hand, presents us 
with a strildog contrast in ohoraoter in all thsse respeota. He b 
^ an excitable disposition and seeks for strong excitement and 
Measures; he is inoapable of forethought, and consumes his 
earoiogs without a thought for ths future ] he is incapable of 
sustained toil, and, thersfoie, offener works as a field-labourer 
thmi os a cpultivator. Simple, moiry in his disposition, excitable 
by nature, without forethought or frugality, and given to drunken¬ 
ness, the semi-ahoriginal of Bengal brings to his oiviUzed home 
many of the virtues and vioee of the savage aboriginal life whiob 
forefathers lived. In every village where semi-aboiiginoU 
live, u separate portion of the village is reserved for them, and the 
tdost careless observer will be struck with the difference between 
neatness and tidiness, the well swept, well washed, and well* 
thatohed huts of the Hindu neighbourhood, and the miserable^ 
dirty, ill-thatohed huts of the Baurl Pil'd or the H&rl Pdri. 
H a cow or a pig dies in the village, it is fiayed, and the meat 
oarxied home by the Muohis ot Banns, while the Hindus turn 
aside their face and stop their nose in disgust when paseing 
near snob scenes. If there is an outstill in the village, it is in 
the B&gdi Pil’d or in the Banrl Pdrd; it is thronged by people 
of these castes, who spend tlieh miserable earnings h^, regardless 
of their Ulrthatohed huts and their ill*fed ^^dren. 
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Tlid rutm of tlio Hindu popnl&tioo aio deod &gainrt diiuk 
rmd dninlesDOW; tboir tbriit und habitual fonthought, their 
oatoraUj eobar and oontemplatiTa turn of min d , aa wall as 
tbair raUgioua feelingg, keep them quite tafe from ooutraotingr 
intempemto habita. A. few eduoatad joung moc and & larger 
number of the upper olosMs may get addioted to drink, but the 
moM of the working olaaMa, the frugal and ooloulating ahop* 
keeper, tho patient and hardworking So^op or Ghlll, the humble 
and laborioua Hoibortta, all keep dw&y frcm drink. The boieter- 
OU 0 merriment tbat ia oauaed by dxunkonneaa la foreign to their 
quiet, sober nature, and If a vary few of them drink, they drink 
quietly at home before they retire at night. Par different ii the 
caae with the aemi'Hinduiaed aborigines. Barbariaua honker 
after eiroog oxoitementa and boieteroni jcyi, and nowhere is 
druukenueai so uiuTeraal aa among barbarians. The Bauria, the 
BRgdii, the Huohis hare enough of thoir old natoie in tboui to feel 
a oraTing for drink, and the outatill lyetom with the oheapening 
of spiriU boa boon a boon to them. When spirit wae dear, 
they mode themaelvea merry orer thrir pecheii ; dnd now that 
spirit is oheaper, they take to it naturally in proferenoe to 
pachvfii. Of the oumcroua outstilla and pacMi shops iu Burdwia 
andi^nkuTft that we bare visited, we hawe not seen one wbioh 
did not mainly depend for ita revenue os aemi'shoriglnal 
oonaumera. We nqver enw one single Hindu among the crowds 
of people aaeembledin liquor or jwhudi shopi; when the 
Hindu doea drink, he sends for the drink, smd consumes it 
at home. 

'*The distinoUon botween Hindus and the semi^Bipduiced 
aborigines ia no lost marked in the poeition of their women. 
Nowhore, except in towns, are Hindu women kepi in that abeolate 
aeolniion whioh Muealm&n women delight in. In villages the 
wives and daughters of the most roepsotsble and high ooate Hindus 
walk with perfect freedom from house to house, or to the tank or 
riveT'Side for their ablutions. Beepeotahle women go Toiled^ WbQe 
those of the lower olaasea go without veil or oply b^f relied. No 
rapeoUhle woman will speak to, or oan be aooceted by a stranger, 
while even among the lower ckas Hindu women, except wbxi 
verging on old age, few will often speak to strangers. Theoa 
reetiiotions entirely disappear in the osae of the semUHiodyued 
aboriginee. Their women have the perieot freedom of women (&: 
Burope. Young wives, as well as elderly widows, walk without 
the apology of a veil through the streets or the village baur $ 
they will talk to any one when ueoesaary; and being naturally ofp 
merry, lively dispositions, they chat and Ungh g^y ^ they. pass> 
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through the meet crowded etreets. The ^ouBg Tinti or ObhuiSr 
womefi, tho Komh&r or the Kfim&i^a wife, will oiton eland aoido 
when a Btranger ie pasaing hy the same road, hnt ouetom impoeea 
no Buoh rule of modeetj on ^e women of the Banrie. Sat, if the 
Benu-aborlgsxLol women eojoy the perfect freedom of European 
woi&en> ^ey hare often to pay dearer io; their liberty. Houee- 
‘hold work is tho lot of Hindu women, but the semi-ahoriginal 
women must do outdoor work aleo. Witob as well aa widows, 
mothers and daughters, are all eipeotod to work in the field or at 
the village, tank or rood, and so ^e out tho mieerable inoomoa of 
(heir hnsbands, sons or fathers. When u rood is oonstruoled by 
Gotemmont or a tank (oaavated by a villago somindfir, Bauxi 
men and women work together, tho mon using tho spades and 
the women oarrying the oorth in. boskets. Wivos often oarry 
ihinge for sale to village market, while husbsnde work in 
the field; the Bauri women oi B&nkar& ore the beet oooUm for 
ooiiying Luggage or portmantesoo, often twenty or ^ty miles 
in a day. 

“ There is a oarioas distinoUoo made in field labour among 
the semi-ahorigmal tribee. Ploughing and sowing are the duties 
of men, transplantation and weeding ore the duties of women. 
When the soedlmgs axe grown in tho nuieery, and the fields are 
well [doughed and prepared for receiving the seedlings, the work 
of the men has ceased for a tune. To take the seedlings to 
. the field and to plant them thero in sand or knee*deep wator, U 
the work of Gie women. They are said to be more proficient in 
their light but tiresome work than men, and some women are so 
profimexkt, that they will not work for others at daily lotee of 
wages, bat will earn much more by ooniraots for definite 

areas, vhibh they will plant with seedlings in a wonderfully 
short time. In ^e fertile valley of the Clsai, in the district it 
B&nknri, we have seen ries'fields stretching one after the other for 
miles together, and all under tran^lantation. Banri and other 
eemi-aboriginal women ore seen by the hundred engaged in tins 
work, standing in the midday sno, in wind or water, planting the 
•eedlinga with surprising nimblenees, or resting for a while, and 
g^y chatting with each other with that lightness and joyoiuness 
of heart which never deserts them. When the oom is ripe, 
the tougher work of reaping belongs to man, though we have 
Bometimee seen women take a part in it also. Por the rest, 
the lot of these aeml'aboriginal women is not a hard one, to 
j^e from tbeii healthy appearanoo and their merry faoee, but 
when the husbands get drunk, as they do as often as they can, 
the ’wives, we'< fancy, have a bad time of it, and wife-bating 


tUM nopLe. 7t 

a Twy mnoh worse 6.mong t^o semi-abotiguial castes than 
among Hindos. 

** In their soc^ and leliglous ceremonies Ihe B$mi*Hindai»d 
aboriginee are CTery day being drawn oleesr to Bindaism. 
The more n^eotaHe and adto&ced among them may indeed 
bo said to have adopted Hinduism in all xta main features, 
while oren the moat baokwoid outea haTo adopted some Hindu 
customs.*' 
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AFPBNDIX TO OHAPTER HI. • 


THK SANTALS OP DANKUEA. 

Trb Sazitila in this distriot nTunlser ]D5,682>"a total e;:coeddd 
oatjriii three other diatriote, 'viz., Idfinbhum, Uidnapore, and the 
SantU Pftrganas. Thongh far away from the mam hod;^ of the 
raoe, they h&Te preserred many of its dietinctaTo ooetome, and the 
old trihal life has to a oert<^ extent remained intaob. They 
ecfier^ however, from the disadvantage of living ontaide the 6aait&I 
Fai^anafl, in whioh special lawe have been introdnoed to protect 
the simple onltivators fram Hindu mohajant and to eeoure them in 
poiee«ion of their landa For want of ench protection, most of 
the villages in the sonth and south-west of the distriot, whioh until 
perhape SO or 80 years ago almost iavtffinbly belonged to SontUs, 
have paeeed into tho poseesion of Hindu money-lendeie; and it 
is doubtful if the ma/id/an has not obtained a footing in iho low 
viQagee that ore still purely Santfil. It is tmo that SantAls still 
oultivate the village lands, but inatood of paying a nominal tent, 
they now have Co make over half the produce of their fields to 
their landlord, and instead of having a permanent right in the 
land, they are merely annual tenants. 

in eprte of this, ohamoter of the B&nkuiik SanUl hae not 
yet been altogether spoiled. He may be described ae naturally a 
brave but ehy obild of the junglo—simple, truthful, honceC and 
industriotiB—before he is brought into oonCaoC with alien infiuenoee 
and taught to oheat, lie and steal. Even now, it is a somewhat 
mstmotive fact that, whereas in a Hindu village agrieultural 
implements have to be carefully housed every night, if they ore 
to be av^able for the next day’s labour, the SonUl villager 
leaves bis goods and chattels lying about anywhere, oonfldeni 
that the trust he reposes in his neighbours will not be abused. 
In Hindu villagee again the oultivators find it neoessaiy to erect 
ehelters, and to watoh their ripening crops throughout the night, 
in order to prevent the theft of ears of grain. But the Santal in 
a purely Santil village sever dreams of watohing for anything 

for acavQCifc of tfis BisAitrS SeBli)! 1 ibs indebtad t4 * Bot« klodJ/ eon* 
SiUnUetad I7 tbi S«rd. Q. Weodfprd of kbe Weileyso UiMleo at aireogV. 
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but a bear or a wild pig, botli oi which are apt to yhy ‘bavoQ 
with the little patch of sugaio&ae that aecnree the lew simplo 
luxuries of household. 

Aa a onhayator tho Sant&l may not bo able to oompetd with 
the Bengali in lamzig the better Muds of rice, but on high *roogb 
jungle Unde he is zniieh more expert. He hue peoullac shiU in 
oonyerting jungle and waate land into rice fields, and ie as muoh 
an.en6XDj ^ jungle as ho ie of wild beasta. Nor is the latter 
oharaoteriGtio unnatural, for ap&it from the damago oaused by 
boar and wild pig, Looporda often oause him heawy loas, oonstantly 
ourying off pigs, goaU and oalree, and not infrequently attoohiog 
oowa and bullooha as they graze in the jungle. In spite of raoh 
drawbsoks, many Santih, although posBoaaing reiy little good lioe 
lend, manage in good years to live fairly ocmfortably on their 
orops of maise, hdo, til, linseed and mustard, produced on land 
that the Bengali oultiTatcff would never attempt to onltivate. 
hlahy of the men too are expert wearers, mahlng tbeir own 
prtmltivo looms. A little patch of ootton surtounda almost every 
house, aud when the women of (he family hare piched, cleaned and 
spun it into thread, the head of the household will at down to 
weave the cloth for the family for the oOming year. And good 
strong material he produoaa—not so showy os the imported doth 
worn by Bengali women and girls, hut often lasting twioe oe long. 
The men, as a rule, are content with a small loin doth,,but the 
women are invariably clod decently in a lArl some 15 feet long, 
This they do not wear orer the head UJee their Bengali eietera, hut 
in graceful folds oyer their ahouldeia. The women are exceed^ 
ingly fond of flowers, aud whenever poaaibls, wear one stueh in 
tbeir hair, which is orrauged in a knot at the bach of the head. 

PtootiosIIy ah the aimplo neoesBanes of the BantSl’s life ore 
produced on his own land. He grows his own tobaooo; he makes 
his own oil, which is used for anointing the body os well as for 
CDohing: aud most of the spices required for Ms enny and all }u6 
vegetables are home-grown. Hia intosic&nta^and he unfortu* 
satoly gets through a good deal in the oourse of the year—he can 
purchase cheaply at tho Oovaxnineat shop; but the liquor is 
not to bis taste and the force of habit is strong, so that very 
frequently the old rice liquor prepared in the old way, is 

still bis most usual means of banishing dull care. PraotioaUy, 
the only thing that a fairly well-to^o SantBl villager requires to 
piLrehnse is sslt, and this is paid for in kind,—it may be by nod, 
or by the dried flowers of tho niahua tree, or by any other corn* 
piodity of which he happeoi to poeseas more Uian his family wlU 
require for their own use. . . • . 
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Many oi tLe Sujtald* are sow Ubourera puro and alic^ls, 
Imviog so load oi all. Those arc muoh lought oitor by tho 
mtoagexs of ootd misoe ami too gardonj on oooooat oi iheit 
isdaslry taxd ondoranoo. They profor, hcwover, to romoin in the 
land oi tboir birth on a muoh Icwor wogo than they might earn 
eleawhoro j for in SKrongft the oooly eame only 0 pioo a day and 
the kitnin or iomalo labourer d pioo, and thoy haro to keep them- 
eolvoa, wherooi soar Caloutta mon and ivomoa oan oam 4 onuae 
or area moro a doij in addition to boing providod viih food. 
Still, at ooztain iooioiib oi Uio year tliouian^ oi SanUU may be 
aeon leaving tbo dulrlot in cidor to obtain work in iho flolda aomo 
hvo or auc days’ jonmoy to tho east. Ofton some oi tbo mombora 
oi tbo smallor oultivaling familioB go aoBtvard for two or threo 
moothe in the year, aod tboy uauslly return with enough oDeb not 
only to pay the rent for tbeir laud, but also to olear ofi any little 
ehop debts that the old folk at home may hare inourred. 

They still largely talk Santill, a language which has been 
seduced to writing ooly in reoeut years. This language, hoverer, 
IB not taught In the schools in the district, and the boys and girls 
are handicapped badly in haring to take their osamiAations in 
BengUi. In spite oi this, they often manage to hold their own 
In competition with Bengalis of equid ago, and one boy trained 
in the Wesleyan MisaloD schools poesod tho Entranoe ezaminstiozL 
in 1907. But what is perhaps even more enoonr&glng is the iaot 
that in some Tillages there are now a numhor of fairly well 
ednoated SantSls^mtelligent, sober, thrifty cultirators of the soil, 
agUDst whom the wiles of the money-londor shoold have small 
chance of euooees. 

The have n well-establiBhod and fairly complete, 

eystem of self-government. The headman of each village, who is 
known as the in theory the owner of the village lands, 

and alone has tho power of offering the vlUago saorlfloes; whan 
engaged in hia priesUy work, he is known as the Lkffa. The 
has three men to aesist him In looking after the social and 
religious welfare oi the villagori, known as the /cy-Jfd/vAh tho 
PttrAm^Vtind the Allfoor ofiloes are hereditary, and 

their inoumbents are responsible for the duo poriormanoe of all 
village oeremonies, such as those observed at bhib, monioge and 
death. They give metal instrucUon to the youngi advioe to the 
perplexed, ooneolation to the bereaved, and, according to thoir 
light, endeavour to do good to their villags. Over each group of 
viilsgM there is an officer known as a Farffunaitt to whom an 
appeal oan at any be made. Bbould his demsion bo dispoted, 
a final appeal lies to the whole body of FarffanaUt. Tbeie 


Arrmra, 


n 


XQM^ga of Ptro<maiU onullj take jiice at n%bt at some 
cue or otLer ol ihe greai bimt^ vheo porbapt 6,000 or 8,000 
meiL camp out ia the jcDgle at some p^ooiir spot, to whioh 
they have come from all quarten of (ha oompase. Exoept for 
disputea ahovt land, it is seldom thaA uj disagreeaenta whioh 
may aiiaa hsd tbacr vay i&to the lav wiiL Bai the gradual 
dispcosesaion ef iheu headmen from th^ Unde and tire growing 
power of the Hiadn mthiJtmM in their villagea are tendisg to 
leeaen the power and influanoe of the SanUl tribnnali. Still, as 
they alone poaseea, and are likely to cntdnua to poaaen, the 
power of cnteaeting membera of the tribe, and thoa oatting 
a man off fmm all locial and religious eontaot with hia iellovi*, 
it is unlikely that it will ever be poanUe to neglect tb^ 
ioduence in dealing with the SanUl atthar bm an mdividiial or 
a people. 

The internal atructan of the raoe is also veil preserved. 
They are divided ‘into 12 faihaa or septa, each distmgxuahed by 
its awn family name, hfamage ia tbs same sspt is strictly 
IorUdden, and it ia prohahly this fact it largely Ts^muiUe for 

(he fine pby^ne it tbs race. The pxaotdoe <jt infant marriage 
is a growing one, bnt h ■ at present far from being ouatomary 
in thia distnot. Sometames, vbao the first wife ia duldleas, 
a SanUl will many a seoond wife, bat pctygatay is very mmsoal. 
It also happens aometimea (hat a young wile nms away from her 
mother-in-Uv'a boose baoh to her father's home; ead should 
ehe repeat the offence a fev the piios paid to bar family 
vQl probably be retsmed to her htuband and the maniage 
dissolved. Bat her ralae in the marriage market viU, have been 
eonsiderahly redaced by her indepeodent condnoh The BanUla, 
like the Hindos, bom ^eir dead. But the burial oeromeny ia 
not oom|Uted, nor the h^inem of ihe i^aased spirit ensured, 
until a BtDsll poriiott of thb akuU has been parried by a friend d 
the departed to the banka of the Btmodar (the saoed river of 
the SanUls} and cast into it* waUoa. 

The religion of the Sant&ia is of a primitive nature, its nUin 
leatnie being saoriflees made to a niunba of villags and boose* 
hold deitiea. The villags deides reside in the ssoied tdJ trees* 
osQally found sear the bead at the villsge sheet, altboogb at 
times only a stone ia foimd indioatbg the spot whoe the tress 
onoe eioo^ The household datica are anppossd to resido in a 
little, apartment rseerrsd for ihairose in every bonse, bovevot 
small. Grain and otbv ^ringa are often stored in thia apartxneni, 
bnt it iaa eacredspotfallUiehonaehoidaacrifioes being made at 
tbe entrance to it, and no female fnm any other hovus nUy 
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eter U. Thd n&ves oi thd hotisehold deids^ eie kdpi 
Beont, Mid ara blown only to tho head of tho family. Amorally} 
ftmoeg UiB village doitiea the apixit of iho foondar of fha 
and amoog the family deitioe thora of deportad anoastore 
are worshipped. The laorifioee usually oonsist of ohiokeosj 
hat not infi^aently goaU, and at timoe eren oows, are offerod, 
wbilatonsof theSant&l daitioBhai a apertal preforanoo for the 
fleeh oi the pi^» The fleah of the animals oJterod to the deitioa 
is eonaumsd hy the aaoridoem and theix Menda» end the foast is 
almost invariably aooorapamed by drinking and Joaoing. 

A strong boUof in witohoraft a firmly eatahUshed } and the 
foot that the fomale mombers of the ooromunity uit supposed to 
have the power of bocoming witohee ia prohahly, in part at 
least» acoouniable for the high eetoom in which they are held hy 
the men of the tnbe. Should liokneea or niefortuoe pTOrtahe 
ahyonoi resonroa is had at once to a Knliir^ (literally, a doctor), 
one of whom ii foaod in every village. This celebrity has the 
power of difloation by means of s<t^ leavos. Whan ooasuliod, be 
takes two leaves and rabe oil on thorn; then bo presiee them 
together; and afterwards he leparotei them and etndiei the narks 
made by the oil. From tboeo he ia able to say whelhor the 
niiCortaDe is due to siokneee pare and simple, or to an evil 
spirit, or to the nalevolence of a witch. If it said to he 
due to a witch, this is supposed to be outside the doinain 
of the and resource is had to the Jdn or witch 

doctor, who alone can pronouooe autboritaUvely whether any 
miafoiiuco ia due to wit^oraft, and alone can locate the witch. 
The latter is a much noro dreaded foe than a more spirit, for 
the laiter can be exoroiaod by a Kabit /^;, whereas all that one oan 
do with a witch ij to use moral suasion, the most ofleotive form 
of whioh is believed to be corporal ohaatiaemeut. The Jin also 
has the power of diviaing from til leaves, hut the secret of hii 
greatness—and he is indeed great ia the Santll world—lies in the 
faot that ha ie a spirit medium and that hie prosounoamenta are 
made when he is under inteoea spiritual inflaonoe, when, ee the 
Santal tolls you, the wtrniig bae taken poaeeasiotL of him. In 
almost every village there are one or two men who posaoee the 
power of patting (hemaalvea under the infiuenoe of oetisin 
spirits, and their aid is frequently sought in the village sacrifioei 
and ceremqnice. But Ibeir induenoe ie tiiflixg eonpared with 
that of the J&iif who is often rseorled to not only by t^onUls, bat 
also by low oaete Hindus, many of whom firmly heUevo in his 
power of oaetingf out. the demon of oholora from er^ villsge 
t^at may be attacked*, ; 
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Hook ivinging iraa, imtU tho last few ye&rSf pr&otiied m 
jOAuj oi the vilU^ uur S&roDgB, a&d in eUU praotlsed io apite 

thd efforta whlok }iaTd been made to aupproee it, but it ia 
eeldorntbata Huropaou oangot news of it. The SaattU vera 
as ooger to awing aa tba HluduB, and at one f eetivul sooie fonr 
yoan ago tbore wore ta awinge kept buey from early mordng 
until the eun waa well oigh oyarbeacL (Jo oavloae wero tho 
people to aeoim tlieir turn tUat frequently two men were leaked 
together on to ! he arm oi the roTolving oroee bar, to swing 
auapoadod with oU tboir weight token by a oonple of book^ 
inserted into the musolee of thoir backs. 

The ohief emueementi of the people aro danoing, hunling 
and oook-figbtmg i and among tbeie danoiog hae a foremoet plane 
aa the national paitime of this primitive people. Generally, but 
not liLvatlably, only tbe woman and girls danoe, ond the men 
play the port of miuiolans. The women range themsoWsein a 
large eirdle, someiimei two or three rows deep, ilandiag ahoulder 
to shoulder; and half f aoe the centre of the cuolo. In which the meo 
oareor wildly about, booting tbo national drumi (Ndprd) and 
marking time for the danoen, who move gracefully ia a eUtcIy 
iaibion round end round tbe oiioie, alightly idrondng and retiring 
tbe while. Tbe dance isa barmleae and even pretty peatime in 
iteell, bnt unfortno&tely it la ossoaiated with drbkiog and ita 
oouseqnent 'rices. Every now and agun the danoen break forth 
into a weird plaintive khid of chant, somewhat atartling when 
heard for the hrst time, but not at all unpleteant. ;tll the 
SantKle' muilo appears to a stranger to be like a wailing f nnoral 
dirge, but it pouesees a oerUin faeoination of its own. 

Hunting ia another favoarite amueemont and is preotised oa 
A large eoale every year in tbe month of April, i.Si, as soon as the 
til treee have shed their laavee and progress through the jungle 
ie praotioable, and before the work of Hoe oaltivation begins In 
oamest. Tbe men then swarm tbrongh the jungles In their 
thousands, with their dogs, their bows aod arrows, their axes and 
epears, and woe betide tha hare, the jaogle*fo*i, the peacock, or 
the deer that croaaei their path. Should a leopard charge the 
line, he may manage to kill or manl one or two of tbe hontore, 
but tbe SantliVs bow and the spear almost invariably prevail in 
tbe end: and when tbe bunt ia over, bia skin stuffed with straw 
will probably be oarried round in triiunph from village to village, 
ond the fortunate elayer of the common foe oongratulated and ’ 
jfeaeted. 

Ooob-figbtiag is exceedingly popular, and nearly every large 
Sa^ttl village has iU own appointed day cash week for the 
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mm gi lauri oa it is wiled. Often dfd or six pairs of ooob are 
Bghtiog at onoe, in the oe&tre of a risg^ cl some 200 man, 
nsaollj fiqnatting on the ground, 'wlio are Iceanly axdted in the 
issne of any fight in which their own or their particular friends’ 
cooks arc engaged, hut take little interest in the others. Spars, 
eondsUng of keen eurred blades, are laehed on to the legs of the 
codes by the master of the oeremonies, who gete a leg of each oook 
that is despatched. These ensure a quick termination of the 
fight, one rush of the combatants oltan being enough to bring 
it to a close. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

PCJBUO KBALT^r. 

In w«»teA poriion o! th» diatriot the olimal« U &ry asd, CuvAtt. 
pn the whole, healthy. The neater portion of the eouixtry ia 
bJgh and undulating, the eoU ie porous and well-drained, and 
the people euflor oomparaUvety Utile from malarial afleodone. 
Towards the east of the Buhnnpur subdivision the laud is low* 
lying and badly drained, and the olimate is unhealthy and main- 
tiouB. This traet adjoins the malarious parts of the Burdw&n and 
Hooghly distnota; and it is notioeablo that when the Burdwftn 
fever was introduced from the adj<^ng thKnas of and 
Ehandghoeh in Burdwftn, it oanaed a heavy morttUiy here^ 
i^ila its westward progrea was cheeked on noobing the high 
ground in the weet of the eabdiviaiou. The IhSnos of Indfia 
and ICotalpur aro partioularly unhealthy, extensive oreos being 
^tor-logged, whilo the country ie studded wiUi large tanks 
oontainlng unwholoeomo water, from whiob tbo people obtain their 
drinking supply. 

Previous to then wore several ohangw in the system 
of registering hirihs and deaths. In IS69 the duty of reporting 
deaths was imposed on the village ^vJtiddrs, and in l&7d 

system was extended to births; but the returns received were i 
BO inoomplete that th^ wore soon disiuntinued, and, exoepi in 
towns, deaths alone were rogisterod until 1692, when the ^ec* 
tios of etatistioB of births as wall as oi deaths was ordered, and 
the eystem now in vogue was introduced. Under this system 
vital oooaiTOQoee are reported by the chmItidJrs tO' the police, and 
the latter sabmit monthly return to the Civil Surgeon, by whom 
statistioe for tho whole distilot are piepaiod. The statisUos tiius 
obtained are sulBoieiitly ooourato for the perpoee of oelonlating 
the approximato gro^ of tho popnlsUon and of ehowiag the 
relative healthiaeas or unhealthinoss of difierent yeace; but little 
reliance can be plaoed on olaaszfi cation of diseases to which ' ' * 

deaths are attributed, owing to want of nodioal knowledge on 
the part of the reporting agenoy, which oausee the rAcvAiddr to 
»gard favor as a goneral cause of deatl^, .. 
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Tb» flUiifltios fiUdW Uiat the population is stoadil^ growing, 
Isj^oly beoauee tixo Bnrdwnn fom opidemio hu diod out. 
ThrougliOTtt tUe moo jeKta ondmg in 1901 tlie noorded biitb-nta 
oxoeadod tha dsatli-rata, in spito of tUa foot tlist botwesn 1894 
ond 1807 thd mortalitj was oomparstivel)^ Mgli owing to ths 
unusual preralenoe of oholsra, and that the dlst^t was visited 
famins in )897« Xlio ovidenoe oi a growing population luppllod 
by tksse returns is oonftrmed by tbo con bus statistice, wbiob skew 
tlifib tko population inoreased by 4 per osni. sinos the ooneua oi 
1691. The Tstuiiu for' tbe subsoquont eoven yoais 1901«07 make 
it oloar that tbla progrou has been mointoinod, tho number of 
reoorded births exceeding the number of deatlis by 43,000. 
^le increase is grsattsit amoug aboriginal raooi, luoh os Sant&ls 
and Bsuris, and no one who has seon a SantBl village and 
witnessed the swarms of healthy young ohildren would be eurprisod 
at this. Bantfils and Bauris, moreover, are said not to sailor from 
ievei and other diseases as muoh as the better coetes of Hindue, 
probably owing to the healthier lives they live, to their residenoe 
an the west of ilia distriot, and io their stronger diet, wLioli often 
oonsists of fowls and goate, and among Bauris of pigs. 

The highest birth-rate returned luod the prosont system of 
reporting births and deaths was iatroduoed woe 4M8 pet mille 
in 1899, and ths lowest was S4'19 per mills in 1692; but iLoie 
is doubt about tho aoouraoy of the latter Bguro, for the system 
now is vogue was only introduosd in that year, and sinoe thou the 
birth-rate bos never bUn less than 32*06 per mills. Tho highest 
death-rate hitherto rotumod ie 34*83 iu 1907, and the lowest is 
18*79 per mille in 1898. 

Aooording to the retuma submitted year after yoar tho 
mortality from fever is far less then (n otLor parts of Bengal, 
the death-rate never having been higher than 26*86 per mille 
lml907),*9rhile it has been known to fall aelow as 12*78 per mille 
(in 1808). After allowing for the fact that tbo ehauHdAr, who 
reports the deaths, is apt to inolnde a nomber of other diseases, 
in which the tompei^re risee to any height, under this head, 
it is olear that Bfinl^K is far less suhjeot to fever than tho water* 
logged tzaota further to tho east. Tbe following aooouut of the 
types of fever found in the dmtriot has been contributed by the 
Civil Surgeon, Be. Y. h. Wetts. 

The types of fever prevalent io the BankirA distriot may be 
divided into two groupe^^khe malarial and the ucn-malarial. 
Malavial fevers axe found ohieSy in the eastern tl^naa of India and 
Kotelpur, which adjoio tbe dietriot of Burdwin. In these tracts 
the sod ie alluvial, the oountry is flat and badly drained, and 
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tihdre are numerous fllthj tanks, some of whioh ’trsre originally 
exoaTated from motires of {ustj, but bare bean neglected oviog 
to tUe difSoultles moidenta] to dinded ownenlrip, while others 
are used lor the purpose el irrigation in aeasoiiB of dronght. 
Anopheles mosquitoes, whioh transmit malaria, breed in the 
stagnant water of man; of iheso tanks and also la the rice*fi^, 
whioh are likewise leeponsible lor tUo propogatioiL of malaria. 

In the weeterct portion of the district m^rial feren are 
oomparativel; rm, owing lo tho imdulatlog cboraoter of the land 
and the perTious nature of the soil, whioh lend tbemsslTca to 
efEoioat drainage; but, of late, years, large tracts hare been brought 
under onltlTatloa by a ptooeee of lerelUng and manuring, which 
favours the stagnation of water, and here malaria has mode its 
appearance. The malarial laTers cbseired in the district axe cl 
two varieties^the intermittent and the temiUeni In the former, 
the feter alternates with periods of remission, and the typical 
cold and sweating stages ore well marked; while in the latter 
the temperature never comes down to normal, but the fever 
ehowfl two distinct exacerbations and remissions daring the day.« 
Both these varieties of malarial fever are amenable to treatment 
by quinine; and If attended to early, organio oompUcations 
e^om occur. 

The non'znslariBl lovers ore principally seen in the western Vei« 
portion of the dietrlot, where the poioue laterite soil and the 
undulating nature of the country ate unfavourable to water« 
logging. The following are the types commonly met with. 

Heat fever (locally called St'hai^ fever, aa it lasts two and 
a half days) ooonre in the hot months of the jeer and is ebarao* 
terieed by a sadden acoeesiou of pyrema, the temperature often 
rising os high as 105^. and ooming down to normal after 
two da;a or so without any treatment. The dry beat resulting 
from the radiotiou of the rooky laterite soil and the use of 
water impregnated with peroxide of iron which permsatee it, 
cause constipation and congestion of the liver, and give rise to a 
remittent type of fever, whioh, unlike malarial leven, does not 
respond to. quinine, but yields, nsoally In the course of a fortnight, 
to ohclagogue remedies, partioalarly calomel Euterio fever ia ^ 
common in the municipal towns of BinkurS, Bishnupur and 
Sorntmakbi. It ooours obiefly In the neighbourluM^d of dlthy 
drains, and is also seen in persons living seer tanks eoctaining 
decomposing vegetable matter. This fever nsnally Icste from 
three to six weeks, ond about boll the cases prove fatal. It is 
often oompUcated with malaria. Many esses of so-oslled fever 
dysentery, or lezoittent fever, ere really cases of eaterib^ 
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DenLn^caenti of tie stomooli ond bowels oAUSod by vorms oz 
food diebrdon iu ohildron give rise (o some Icmds of lov fever. 
Meiiiogilis ooouie u &o indepcDetent affection in ohitdroa, and 
iu adultfl ooraplioclion of fever. Omw of oerebro epiool fever 
are not unootnmon in peiBone who live ia & vlUated BlinoepIiere» 
and bare been particularly notieod to dwellmg-bouses adjoinmg 
oatiU^ebeds and dung*bills. The disease is almost invoriabl/ 
fatal. 

A.t tbe cbnnge of saosons, particularly from tbo latny to tbe 
cold weatlior, oitarxb, bronohitis, oto., often give riao to ocntioaod 
fevers, wbibli reaemblo inflnonsa, TbeSo soasoral fovazs are 
bbieily due to great vorta^oas in tbe temporaturo common at buoL 
period of tbe year, ospedally the sudden, fall in the tomporatiue 
after snnieb, againac wbioh the scanty cloiliing of tbe people ia a 
poor proteotlon. FiLarlasis mflnifested by swollen extremities Is 
aasooiaied vrtb a form of fever wbiob ohiody comes on at niglit. 
' This disease is caused by the Ute of tbo o^ex mosquito, wbioh 

abounds in tanbs, drains, otc, Elepbantlaus is moro common 
•in the western than in the eastern part of the district, aod is 
often, mistaken for ague. The oougsstion of tbe nasal mueous 
, membrane, wliioh ie esorediogly common berd, soznelimes gives 

rise to a fover cnlfed £ovi», tbe eymptome of which are 
bosviness in I be bead and nnensinoee along tbe muscles of the 
* sapo of tbe neck. This oondilioa is epeedlly rellevod by 
punoturiag tlie mucous membrane of tbe nose, ended by a 
brisk salbe purge. Among tbe aiaoolUneoos class of fevers 
may be znentioced tbe aoptio fever o£ oblldbed, oausod by 
tbe dirty praotiooB of tbs dhafe or native midwives and the 
insanitary sunoondinge of tbe lying-in room, and pleurisy, 

, peritonitis, arysipelae, tuberonlosie, etc,, in nil of wbioh fever 
is a symptom. Many oases of ao-oslled ague have been really 
oases of pbtbisis. 

Cbohn. I Obolera is almost always preseut in a sporadic form, and 
sometimoe beoomes epidomia, tbe worst epidemic on record being 
tbot which oeourrod in 1897, when 8 80 per mills of the popula¬ 
tion died of this disease. The main source of cholera is tbe bod 
supply of diinbing water in some plaoes. The common praclioe 
is for tbe people to obt^ their driuUag water from taoks wbioh 

axe unproteoted and are frequently polluted, open m defcacation 

along tbe banka being a,common praotioe. 

8iaaJ\. Small-po.t is also oooasioDally epidemic, eepg^ually in tb&nas 
P®*' Bisbonpur and So?.SmTikhf, where itlroko out in a riiulent form 
in 1901. As a rule, however, there are no serious epidemics, 
for .except in that .year and fu 1902 tbe daath-rste due to ibia 
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dairu9 hss novor bMa oa big’h as 0*^0 jwr milld etnoa Uie pr«aeni 
ayetam of mcrtuAr^^ retnrfis was introduced. 

Leprosy ia exoaedingJy oomuon io Bftokurft^ the oeoBue 
1901 showing that no lees than 3*67 per‘mills among msUa tad • 
1*68 per zniUa among fomalee are Upsra. BKuhurt, in fact, 
e&joye the unenviable reputation of barbouring a grtater number . 
of lepers in proportion to its popiilaliou than any other traoi In 
the whole of India. TLo oauies of its sxooisiTe pravalsooe in 
tbii dietriot ore not knenvn. Popular belief has it that leprosy is 
contngious ond horsditary, and that the exoAeeiTe uao o! unnhcie- 
some meat la the prinolpal oaueo of the disease; the large number 
of lopOTB among meat-eaters is quoted in support of this belief* 

It seems at least oertain that'the dbeaso is moat preralant among 
the labouring olosees, and sapeoioUy among Muhammadans^ 

Baoiia, and other aboi'iginal tribee> who are meat'Oaterf, The 
theory ihat it is due to the uso of ba^ oorod fish does not find 
oorroboration in this diitriot, lor very little deh is imported end 
it enton but ilighlly into the diet of the people. Mr. B. Pe, 
formorly Blstrlot Magistrate of Biiukuv&, oonjeotured that the . 
people of this port of the oountry must be ipooially liable* iq tho 
disease, and pointed cut that in Hhulna he found loprosy moq 
eommon among the Bunis, who had gone there from Sftnkurfl 
and tho adjoining diairiots, than among tho indigenous inhabi¬ 
tants. Ko oonneobion, moreoreri can be traced with oholera, for 
although leprosy is worse in Blnkuiit than in any other district 
in West Congal, it bad tho imalloat cholera mo|taIity. 

Skin dieoaeea ore more numerous than in other parts ofOdiM 
Bengal. SyphiUa, dysentery and diarrheea are >Uo oemmon.^^***"^ 
BlindnoM is more prevalent than in most Bengal dutrieti, no 
less'than 121 per 100,090 mnloe and 134 per 100,000 females 
being returned oe blind at the oonsnt of 1001, as compared with 
the FroYboied averages of 90 aud 89 reepeotively. 

Vaccination is eompidsoiy only within, the municipal areas fsootva* 
of BonkurK, Bithoupur and Sonftmnkhl, but is not unpopular 
even is the tracts where it is optional. Inooulstion, which wsa 
formerly oomznbn; has now disappeared; and, the people in 
general aie gradnaliy apprsoiating the odvantsgss of vaooination, 
as the protection it affords <1108 prooiioally er^oated epidemice 
of emolUpox in some of the towns and larger Ullages. The 
Qiimbetof sueoesstiU vaoclnations in 1DCM7 was 43,700, repre- 
eontiog 41*10 per miUe of the population, as oompared *with the 
Proviuoial average of 80*96 per mills; while the average annual 
snraber of persons suceaBefuUy vactinated du^g the previous 6 
years was 30*44 per mille. of the population. . 
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UnioAA Tb«re are 9 ditpcAHLriei in tha district, laolodifi^ a femala ^ 

fjoirh * dispeiuarj at Blabtri ksovn aa tbe Lady Dufferin Zasiaa .! 

Boapital. Of tb«aa, onlj" thm, tu>, tlio Zaniaa Hospital and « 

• the diapeattrias at Btokorft and Bubnaimr, have acoommodation 
for indoor patianta, In tha BlnltiirK diipanaarf 36 bods an 
availahlo for in^patienta. via., 30 mataa aokd 8 femalas; in the 
Siahnnpur diapcomrf tharo are 8 bade for m*patianfca (6 main '? 

and 2 (analei); vhilo tha indoor ward of tha Lady Duilarin 
BpspiUl hat 3 bade. The othar diapanaariaa are situated at 
Ajedhji, KhKtri, Kotalpur, tfiUiri. Baipur and 8on£mu1thi. 

Thera was alao a dispaneary at Bol, eatahUabed in 1901, hut it 
was oloaad in the yaar 1904. I 

ThsM inititutiona aia gradoallj gdnin^ popularity, espe^lly \ 

in tha malariooa tfaote adjotaiof ^Ulpur, tha people ganerally | 

being willing to atiU thetuelvee of the bmedt of tha European 
f^atern of mediaal baatmeoi, proTidad H ie given free of ooet. 

They are extremely apatbetio, however, in nbaoribing to the 
upkeep of tha diepeneariea, fc« well*to-do paopla, who can afford 
tha ooat of treatmani by a private pxeetiUoaM, ealdom resort to 
a charitable dispaneery lor madtoel aid ihamaalvaa and will not 
nbacriba for the banefft of others. t 

upar . Then ii a lapar aaylnm in the town of Bankurh, of which the f 

following aoootmt baa been famiahad by tha Bav« J. Hitohell, , 

Maoipai of tha Binknri T7ealayaa OoUege» who U at pnsent 
in obargo of thk institotioQ. Statiatioi ihaw that leproay is < 

more prevelant Is Binkuri and the neighbouring dUtriot of 
Hinbhum than anywhere aba In India. Thb fact wee brought 
home to the Wealayan nuMaonariaa by the number of lepara that 
ware oonihuiady wandering about, bagging in tha hasir and in 
the viUagae. In tha year 1901, tha Ibv. S. W. Ambary Bmithi 
who waa then atatioaed in Blnkuig. opened up nagotiationa 
with tha to Lepers in India and the Bait •, and the 

raeolt wea that, on an appeal being made, Vn. Bryan,ea lady 
nsidaat in firightoxw ofie^ to boiid the whole aejlum, inolnding 
a ohuroh for Divine wocahip. Thie generous offer was accepted. : 

The work waa commanoad in 1901, and after ax months there 
were seveTaL bnildinga ready for the lepers. For seveial weeks, 

DO leper came to the asylam, as there was a strong prejudice in 
the miada of the people against an institnrion established by the 
mbaionarlea ; but whas the ice waa broken, iLa lepers came 
readily, and at preaent (1907) there are 88 male lepers, 43 
women and 7 ^uidrqn in the leper a^lom proper. Two yean 
later tha Edith Houe was boUt by Mr. Jackson, one of the 
offioals of tha Leper Mission, aq a memori4 lo his child* Thif 
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Home IB Wiig used bb an aajlizm for ibe animoted oliildiaii of 
lapen. Tbare aia two dspBitioents, one for boja and the other for 
girU> and ni preecat thm are 10 "bojE and 5 girla b reudenoe. 
Tbe obildren are taught to read and wiie, and the hoya are being 
taught usefn) trades. In the leper ujiam the aexee are eegro' 
gatedf the women’s oom pound being surrormded hy a wall. 

The site of the oeylum is an exoellent one, high, dry and 
boalthj, and is situat^ about miles from the town. Indeed, 
the asyluTO, eepecnoUy tiie ehuroh with its red tiled roof, is a land* 
narh for miles lound. In the oentie of the oompound is a fine 
well with a nerer-foiling supply of pure water. All tbe buildings 
are kept beautifully olean; the lepers are encouraged to make 
gardens for themselres, and those who oan work asaist in keeping 
the oompound olean and tidy; Up to the present, the entire oost 
oi maintononoe has been home by the Miseion to Lepera. The 
lepers are well fed and happy; and it is a rare ooonrrenoe for any 
of them to run away, lliey oome to the asylum amply beoause 
they wish to come, aod they stay there for the same roucn. 
Host of ihe lepara belong to low caste families, but there are' 
soTeral oi high oaste, and two are Btibmaos. 

« 
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Qnnu Aa»icuz.TuiiAL eonditi<mA differ gree^j m tlie eeet eud vst of 
itke To the eeet the thinae of Indfts and Kotalpoi* and 

ihe north of the SozUnnohh} th&Aa» an a conlinaatioo oi the 
wide-Bpread aUQTial flaU of (he Bnidwftnand B oegnt^ 
and an oompoeed of xieh receni elluTinm. The nti of the 
district if, for the moat part, undulating or hilly, and tha soil is 
mainly an infertile latezite, found in a enonefion oi rolling 
vith npUnds interTening hoUovi, along i^ioh the drainage nuf 
' off to join the larger etreams. Ler^ trada are ftiU covered 

vith hS, rook ra jimgle, ox consist A end upland ridges i and 
the low alopae of theae aplanda and the d^reasioiu'hetveen 
, them are practically the only Unde on vhich a irei rice orop 

is growD.% * 

The ciope, as a mle, depend elmoe^ntirely on ihe monsoon 
rains, and though the quantity of U generally euffiueni, 

crops are UabU to fail more or lea wha it is onseasonable a 
hadly distsbuted, the greatest damage l^ing cansad by a failnie 
of the nine in September and Ootober, ’w hen a good enpply of 
'Water is needed to matoie (ho Hp«iing !rioe~^p!~*'^A ^ ampU 
and well'distaiboted rainfall is aspecdally neoseaary, beoaaw &s 
country Is nndolating and the a^ porona, ttma helping rapid 
drainage muI percolation, and becanse there are Imt few large 
wo^ ^ the etonge of rain wat^. 

luiBf»iL The distiibntioQ of rainfall most faTonrahls to (he dm^n or 
winter rice, whidi ia the e(aple orop, ia when premonitory 
showers fall in Uaj or ea£y in Jnna The rain in the 
Utter half of Jute and in Jnly shoold be heavy, end then 
dtonld oome an interval cd oompatatively fine weather, so as 
to permit of weeding operations being RooeeafuUy canisd * 
on. The Bsptembor rains abonld aUo he heavy, shading off 
into fine ws^er with ehowCBs in Ootober. On the suffi' 
oisncy of the rainfall in September more thaa in any othsr 
month, depends the qbaracter of the onttam of this crop. 
For the dtci or HtHdoi rice, abowore in March and the ante- 
monsoon showeit of April are very osoesaary for the joeparation 
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of tLo Icmd. From.Apnl onworda roia U repaired at frequent 
inteiTnls, but ahould not be oopioos or oonlinuous. Autumn Doe 
is gouorolly sown In May or omfUor, and cooeequontly heaTy nun 
at this timo and In ilio moniJi following ia injurioua to the flowing 
and Bucooeafii! gorminniion of that crop. Soaitorod ebovora with 
lotorvolfl of eunaMno, on tlio otbor hand, are yevy benodual. Tbo 
olimoHo condilione most s^utablo to Uio oullivotion of the f'alfi or 
cold vontlior orops ore when the monsoon rainfl .oociso early in 
Ootobor, oiiOT Uioroughly moistoning Uie ground, and are 
followed bj a fow aUowere diuing the remainder of that month 
and the hali of November. A Uttle r^ in December and 
also in January Is requisite to onabla the oropfl to attain their full 
growth. 

Aitxdoial Irngation is noocasary in aE parts of the district Istr* 
except in the oaet The natural oonflguiaUoa of the country, ®***®''' 
whldi liofl ou undulating soxfaoo intereected by numerous rivers 
and streams, tondors the rosorration of water easy enough by 
simply throwing omhunkmouts aoross the drainago linos or across 
sm(^ nullahs. Tlioso omhankmonts, which aro collod Uiid/Hf are 
made ut lorels highor than tho Holds to bo irrigatod, and iheii 
main nso is to pievont the monsoon rain draining away rapidly 
and to eupplj^waior to the crops in the hmds below by slow 
peioolation. There is ampb room lor the extension oi this 
system. Irrigation from w^ is also oairied on in the upland 
area to a small extent, and from tanks in the alluTial data to 
the east. Canal Irrigation is entirely unknewn, and would be 
impossible exoept perhaps in thinas Indie and Hotslpur and in 
the north of the 6on&muhhl thftna; elsewhere, the surfoee is * 
broken up by low ridges, valleys and hilluj which mc^e any 
system of canal irrigation impraotioable. 

About a century ago the Bishnupur R&j made a simple but 
effeoUve system of irrigorion ohannois, ocdled the Subhankarl 
or ^idl, in the noiihom portion of the Son&mukhI .thina 
to ocunteraot the natural liability of that area to droi^ht, 

Tho system consisted ,of several main and brspoh channels, led 
by the monsoon, which irrigate about 60 sqnue miles; but 
fortunately many of the fennels have long sinoo rilted up; 

In the famine of 1697 the (kttri was partially re-excavated, 
and the ohonnel deepened, by taking earth from it for making 
road embankments. SevenU important tanlcs and handAt were’ 
also couBiruoted in the OangSjalgh&fi thena, vin, a dam was biult 
amosa the JeoU^jor at the ninth mile of the Gang&ja1gh^ti-8&ltorS 
road; the. Kua^al bi/idh, Charuri tank, and Yaiiduiava 
were excavated at SfiltoiA; and much was done to Improve th^ 
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saor^d Biva Gangs toDlc at the ioet cl the BihirinSth lull, juid 
ftLio tho ^ifihoftpur nnd Uddhabpur tdfutkt. Other minor 
ecurooB of irrigation aro the JamunS and Krisbok Uiufkay two 
artificial lakes at Blshnupur, which supply water to a lairljlurge 
area in tho Tioisiby of tho town. 

The molt important Bobomei proposed for tho iraprovomont 
of irrigation are tho ro^oxoavation of ilio Snblmkorl k/tH, tho 
oreotlon of a.dam aoroM tho HariumAii k/idl in tho Buluinpiir 
sabdiTiiion, tho ro*oxoavation of tho Mathgoda IMA, tho repair 
of the SyRmeundarpur tdnriA, and tho oAitructtoti of a woir 
ooroM tho Birai liTir, Tho ro-oroavaticn of tlio Bubliankari k/tii 
has boon oondomnod from an ongineoriog point of viow. Tho 
re*oz<Avation of the hlathgodk himih hoi hwn taken np, under 
tho supozviiion of the Biitriot Engineer, from a fund raised 
by priTate lubeoiiptionB aided by a Bistriot Board grant. The 
Sy&iDiundarpur bdfidh formerly belonged to an indigo conoorni 
but is now owned by a romtndflr in embarreesed oironmitanooe. 
It ifl estimated that the repair of the Idttdh would cost about 
Bs. 8,000, and that, if repaired, it would iirigate a ooniidemble 
area. ’ 

Specdal attention hae lately boon drawn to the Birai river 
Bohemo. This scheme provided for the iirigatidh of about 20 
square milee from a weir oonitruoted aoroes tho Birai about 
7 milefl above ita oonduenoa with the Bhalkieor. In tho year 
1001, the late Mr. Maconohy, Superintending Engineer, mads a 
prelimioary onquiiy to aeoortain if a canal from tho Birai river 
oould be reoomziionded na a protoetiro work. Bo found that the 
catchment area was about 70 square miles, and tJte ooaolUMons ho 
oame (o, which wore accepted by G ovsmoient, were thot (1) the 
eatebmeni of the stream is eo small that in a season of drought the 
supply of water would either fail altogether or would be ep small 
as to be of very little use; and (2) that there was no proepeot 
whatever of the oanal being remunerative to Government. ’Thq 
scheme was thsroforo regarded as impnotioabls. It wu estimated 
that a detailed survey would cost Bs. 4,600. 

fieoontly efforts have been mode looally to have tbii prejoot 
(akon up, and the following reply has been given (in Kerch 
1906) in. the Legislative Oonnoil to a question on the Babjeot:^ 
There is no justification for an eipenditure of this smount from 
the general reveDues on work which would be of no praetioal use. 
It will, however, be arranged to have obsomtions mado ol the 
flow of water in the stream to aaoertsln definite^ what area oould 
be irrigated at a time of drought. On the prceent iDforaation it 
would appear that a channel made by the Iind«owners themaelvee. 
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Biaalar to iho'paut of which there are io mtny m the GA74 
dietriot, would ho more duitahlo than a Govenimeiit caoah'’ 

The eoU in the Lid&s and Hotalpur thanw uxd in the north of goiu. 
the SonSmakhi th&na u compoaed of recent allnTiiun, Apd h loain^ 
and clayey. Xlso^ihere, it oonuels, for the moat port, of aandy 
loam or a loteritio gravel. Generally ^peohingf ^e soil of the 
high lands {ddnyi) is pooT» but some varieties of early riooi os well 
osmoiso and ra/n csopa, ore grown there. The soil of the low 
lands and valleys is generally fertile, ei it is enriched by the * 
detrites washed down from ^e higher levels. It is oommoaly 
divided into two classes—(1) tdii, which is reelHoted to the onlti* 

Tstion of rice, and (2) mnd, in which Tsrions kinds of sopa are 
grown, such os sugsnano, olheeeds, superior varieties of rice, and, 
in the rioheet soils, tohocoo, pdu nnd vegetahlre. ' There is thu 
farther distinction that lands ore allowed to lie fallow every 
third or fourth year, while the tuna soil is nerer permitted to 
remain unonlrivated, 

The cultivators thcmselvos recognise a number of minor 
disrino^one according to the compooition and qoaUty of the land. 

The dtSeront olossss of land thus reoognised ore as fellows. Silt 
land Is divided into seven classes, vis., or low marehy rice 

land; idU kau^ti or low rxoe land bordering On livei bonke or 
msnhes, or lying between high lands ; tdU mdtk or large dst pWr^ 
growing dnan or winter rio»; id/i kai’pa, or Low maraby lan^olsd 
growing Amnn rice; tdli matiU, or marshy land with a block soil,, 
used for winter rice ; and sdlt ffara>{/if or sloping rice land. 

Sund land again is divided into four varieties, vis., p^' utad, or 
land growing dut or antucDs rioe, with a second or winter crop of * 
pulses or oil^eede; tupd ka/pa, or sasd loads of the first ^imiity 
growing the finer qualities of rice, sugarcane, ootion, peas, mustard, 
etc.; wud iktAu, or tund land partioul&dy suited for eugoroa&e 
cultivation, bat also growing rioe of good quality, cotton, pulses, 
etc.; lund kurpa, or land growing two superior crops in the year. 

There oro five classes of ffdnffd or high land, vis,, /a tUngd cr 
high dry land growing poises, hemp asd oil-seeds; iil dMffd ai 
high di7 land producing ii\; hold udnQdt or high dryland on 
the pulse called bin kfthi is grown; ssrisAd ddixgd, or high 
dry land pioduoing farithd or mustard; aod moisri ddjiffdf or high 
dry laud produoing matw-i kaiai, another kind of pulse. 

Other varieties ue ^ karp^, or ootton land; bdiu, or loud 
upon which the homeetood is built; udbdiiu, or land sarroimding 
the homestead; bdunberi, or bamboo land; pin iaajt or bet^ 
enolosures; and Idgdif or orohoid land, on which fruit trees, such 
08 mango, guava, jook, etc., are grown. 
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Tbo abovo itotiatiofi will ihow tboi Iho alapb crop of tlio dielrioi 
M rlco, of wbiob tkero are two main oloMoe, vis., d/Mon or wintor 
rioe, and dr^ or antumn rioo. ^unu ricO) wbiob prodoiniuatM to 
tbe'oxolnaion of olber orope^ ii eown la April or transplaaiod 
in Joly or Augiut, and reaped abont Dooeiaber. No loei then 21 
prisdp&i Torietiee ore grovm, The Sm or nuiunin rloo ii eowo 
broedoMt on the flelda io May, and mpod in September i ii of 
two varieliMi viBj 4an proper and kilinh. 

Por an amn rioo crop tbo eoil require* io bo ploughed lour 
times before tbo ,aowipgof the seed. Tbe first plougblng tabes 
place early in February or Uarob, and the throe following ocee 
between that time and August, aooordlng &s the season ie wet 
or dry. The process of sowing, weeding and rospiug ii the eome 
here as In other paits of Bengal. A small ridge orembsokmeot 
is raised round eooh plot or field after the ground is ooneidored 
miffioisntly plonghed; the oaltivator then lets in water from the 
tank, reeeiToir, or dammsd-up water-course from whiob he obteios 
his water-supply. This water Is allowed to staud some time, to 
assist in deoomposmg the stubble or rooU of the prerioiu year, 
and to inoorponte them, and the manure they form, more oloeely 
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witii the soil. Tlisgrcmod iban roooiree its fia&l ptbu(pbiDg> after 
. whiohUie harrowed nnd lereUed, and ibe seed is 00 vc. Aboot 
two months after ^e sowing, the youug plnols ere trenajAanted 
into other plots, at regular intorrals apart. WMio the plant is 
eUll young, the earth is gently loosened round the roots by band, 
or eometimoe moro roughly by the plough. Tho urop is kept 
oarefully wooded; and when nearly ripo, a bamboo is laid borison- 
tally on the ground and drown over the plants, Urns laying them 
down regularly in one direotion. The crop is reaped iu Dooembor 
and Jnnnary, and bound np in small biiodtos. Il U eubie^ontly 
either beaton out on a board by men or trodden out by oattle. 

Such of the stubble as may not be required for other purposes is 
left on the giovuxd to rot and rsuovato the land. 

The only other important afhaui drop is sugarcane, which issossraioo. 
sown in April or May and out iu the following Fabruory or 
Jdaroh. The Adds aro ploughed and ruaniired In oilher of the 
first two months, and when the ground .is suOioienUy prepared, 
the cane onUings are dibbled in. They are kept well irrigated 
during the dry XDOiitlis, the giound bsiog weeded oa oooasion 
requires, and (he canes sre ready for ontling in the following 
February or March. 

The normal area of Usdoi crops is 43^200 acres or 7 per cent. SkiM 
of the not cropped area, and oC ibis area no less than 91,900 tores 
or i per cent, are occupied by dat or anturcc rioe. Of other 
orope, the most important ore maiee, mornA {Elcusim Owwtmtt) 
and til or gingeUy. .' • » 

E'lbi orops aooount for 03,900 aoroi or 10 per cent, of the.fs>< 
normal net cropped area. Among these wboat, raps, mustard 
and other oibseeds are moet imporUni Other misoallaneoas 
orope Inolude erhsv, peas and gram, all of which are grown on 
dry soil. 

Another important orop ia pin, which is sown in the month of Oibpr 
June or July, the leaveB being picked at all soaions of ibe yev 
after the plant is 12 months old. Indigo was formerly grown on 
a large irele, but the ouKiTation has now dieoppasT^e ntlroly. 

Ktsti when it was grown, it was found that the soil wns not well 
adapted for it, the produce being less and tho plant oi a smaller 
^ than that grown in other districts. 

6tatistioe sbowieg how great the entonsioD of cuUiTatton has Rxttit. 
been are not aToilable, but it is known that the oultivatioo of 
Tioe has increased considerably within the last half oeninry fay tioK. 
the leclamation of extanatTe jungle tracts. This procesa is still 
going on, e^eoially round the villaga of the SanOle, who are the 
qatiual en^es of [ungle. It is the custom to aow the neidy 
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calUv&ted landB for ivo or Um Teue ftttor roolAmation vlt£ 
inferior tiropii ae tho^ are co6 at first capabU of prodaoiag the 
luperior sorts. Bj this means the lands gradually inoreaae in 
ferUUty, and become At for betUr hinds ol grain. 

Until recent years bat little vae dpoeto imi^TC the qaality 
of the crops grows, to iatroduoe new orope, or to eub^ituta 
superior oereals for inferior kinds. The ailrastages of rotation, 
howoTer, are understood, and crops are oommosly rotated on all 
lands growing sugoroano and other exhaustive crops. A common 
method of rotation is as follows. After cutting a crop of auger- 
cone in Febroary or MaroH, the plough is passed through iho 
field, and a orop of iU seed is sown, which is out and garnered 
in May or June. The soil is tiien woll ploughed, and in Jane 
or July ia sown with Sut or Autumn rioo, which is reaped in 
fieptember or October. After the rice crop is oS tbo groond, 
tbs field ie again ploughed twice, and a orep of mastard (often 
mixed with pest) is sown. These eropa ripen and are out in 
January or February, when the field is again well manured and 
ploughed, so at to be ready for tvuolher crop of sugarcane, which 
is planted about April. In some parts cotton altenatci with 
sugarcane after the mustard isolear^ oH the ground. ^aoU- 
rally the only manure used is tbo black mud scraped from the 
boUozD of tac^ which with oahoa and stubble Is used for the rice 
fields, but oow-dung is cometunes added for wti lande growing 
more Tsluable crops. 

It is hoped that an improvement In the quality of the crops 
and the methods of ouUivation will follow tho eetabJlshment of tbe 
BinkurS District Agricultural Aseooiation. This Association was 
sierted in fieptemher 1906, as a branch of tbe Burdwin BlvUiosal 
Agricultural Association, and the number of members has now 
risen to sixteen. It has abown oonsideraHe activity sinoe its 
establishment, A seed supply brandh has been opened, and a large 
quantity of selected see^, cuDUres end improved implements 
have bw distributed to members and agriculturists in the district, 
in somo oaaes free, and in other oases at ocet price. Thd Assooia*' 
tion has also published and distributed leaflets in Bengali dealing 
with improved methods of cultivation, and has euooeedcd in 
introduoing iho oulUvation of long stapled cotton, of special crops 
like groundnut, and of valuable crope like potatoes, and aim 
the systemof green manuring, wbi^ hitherto was ptaotioally 
unknown in the dietriot. Some of tho members have also 
undertaken demonstration work as a means of diffusing sgri* 
oullural knowl^ge among (he cultivators of their neighbour* 
hood, and others havo availed them selves .of the provisioDB of 
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^6 Laud ImproTenuat Loans Act to improTe tho maazu of 
iTTigatioiL in ib^r estates. Tb« AaooLfttion hu held on 
onltuieJ and iDdoatrid e^bition each j$ta sinoe its eetabliBhnfint, 
in order to stimulate the agrloultm^ wd indastiiM of the distnot, 
and has also oomtruoted at B&nkuift a building containing a 
meeting room, a seed storo> and a library, in wltioU agriouUuial 
books and papers ^ kept for the iiee of the pnblio. 

The br^ds of oattis, ponios, sheep and goats in this district Csmr. 
are dsiarlhsd os b^g of the poorest kind, the animals being 
ge&eraUy weak, stunted and small. There is ample pasturage in 
the west of the distriot, where there are Urge areal under 
jungle, but not in the eait» and eapeoially in tblnas Ind&s and 
Kotslpur, In the latter tract Ithe exteneion of oultiration of 
late fears Los oonrerted the pasture grounds lying on the 
outskl^s of the Tillages into poddy fields, and oonaquently there 
Is ooniidsrable difficulty in feodiug the oaitle, when the ercFa 
are on the fields. 
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LuntiTt ia Iia1>lo to foioino owing to its dopondeoco on tlio 

YAVtfB. uod orop> and (o the absenco of a'oomplsto systom of irrignlion 
works to consteraot the oiTools of e failoro of the rains. The 
normal aoreago of the lioo crop is ao loss tlma &2D,ODO ooros or 89 
per cent, of tlio normal net cropped area, and winter rice alono 
occupies 607.000 acres or 84 por cent. Though a oertain amount 
of artificial irrigation is earned on hj meane o! tanka and of 
emhankmeots thrown aoroes the line of drainage, the greater 
part of the rioe crop is dependent entirely upon the rainfall, and 
this must be not only aufiolent, but also weIl*dietTibatod. A 
* * defloient or badly distrlbutod rainfall is specially disastroiiB to rice, 
for the proape^ of the oarly rioe are eorionsly projudiood by 
doanty rainfall at tho beginning of tho monsoon, winlo its 
premature torminaiion is injurious to the winter rioo crop. If 
there is a failure of both those crops, tho people bato liitlo to 
subsist on except maize and inferior znillot orope, until the 
harresting of mii oropi in the Uttoi part of Marob. The tuiiti 
crops again are grown on a comparatiTcly small area, occupying 
only 10 per cent, of the noimal net oroppad area, and in a year 
of short rainfall they are dedoient Both in yield and area, owing 
to want of moisture at the time of sowing. Tho result* is that 
if the rioo crop fails oompletely, distress IneTitably ensaes. 

TsiOTi Tho experience of the lost famine, that of 1897, shows that 
JlSsi ^ tracts most liable to suffer from famine are the (Hn^jalghati 
thsca, the north of the SosBmukhl th&na, the Ohhfttnft outpost, 
the liupur thftna and the SimlSpftl outpost. The ‘Oang&jalgbSti 
tbonn oonosts largely of jungle, with villagee and culfiTation 
* scattered here and there. It oompiises two outposts, the Saitori 
outpost, which contains hilly country is. psfta and a considerable 
area of jungle, and the Idejift outpost, which has but little jungle. 
The popul^on generally is dls^otly poor, tho soil is i^erior, 
and even in ordinary times the psoplo are not well-off. There 
aro no wealthy samlndfirs; and the number of landless labourers, 
belonging chiefly to the Bauri oasts, is oonspicuons. Bead 
communicatioiiB are on the. whole fair,^bu6.the. Dsmodai on the 
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north onU off iHa poiUon of the distnot &om the r&U^y. The 
northern part of the Sonfimui^I ihilna is nearly all under onltiva* 
tion, hut Dost of it is rary liable to dronghi About & oentuy 
ngo the Biflbnupur Bij made a eimple but effootire eyatem of 
irrigation ohiumeli, oallod the Bubhankarl daurs, to counter&ot the 
natural tondonoy oi thu afoa Co drongbC, but tBo clumnela boTe 
ailtod up and booomo (Uoloas. Tbo Clibatad outpoit oomfsta, to a 
ooaaidOT&ble oxtont, of jongla. llio population la poor and has 
not many rcsourooa, a oonaiderable number of iU inhaUtonta 
being Santftla and S6manta4; the lotior, vho odl ibomaeira 
XCslmtiriyaa or lUjputs, arc mostly poor, are averse to irork, and 
oonae<)Ud&tly suffer sorerely in iii^ ol ^mino. 

The Itaipar China ia ■ hilly traot mainly under jangle, but is 
intsTSOctod by the river l£lsni, and oonlAina aomo large areas of 
open oountry under cultivation. It la badly off for oomraunioa- 
ilons, and is praoUeolly out off from the outer world. The old 
fomilios of umTndfin, loeally known os lUj^s, have now lost their 
lands and been reduced to poverty, but there sre a good many 
substantial ryots, espoeisUy Brfihmana, who claim to be Ulkal 
Br&bmaus who migrated from OiUsa. The 8imlapQl oi^tpoit 
adjoins Baipur on Iho oast and its phyaioal features ore suniUr, 
sxosptthut it is not liilly. .It boosts d I wo snbstftniial oottiindln 
known u tbo H&jls of Simlftpil and DhlUidihl, nnd the portion 
east of the river Silai has good oommunication with the town of 
Blokuii. 

It must ho romembored, however, that sinoe the famine of 
1897 oondltions hove been ooniidorahly altered, owing to the 
construdion of tho railvray through the heart of the distriot. 

Thus, the Chhiitnft outpost id now interseoted by the railway, and 
other areas, whioh wore formorely out off from this means of 
transport, have been brought into comuunioation with it by 
means of feeder roads. 

Tho moot terrible fanbe whioh has visited daring rAviii 

the last half century was (hat of 186G, whioh wM due to the 
failure of the winter dmp in 186(1. The .western and south* 
westerQ portion of the disttiot bordering on Minbhiim suffered 
severely, but its effeots were not felt to any serioae extent * 
in ile north-eastern portion adjoining BurdwOn. On the other 
hand, there was mnoh distrees in and round £i<hnupur, which, 
at that time contained a 'large pdpulatiou of woaveii. Deprived 
by the general distress of a market for (ho produce of their 
ordinary labour, and unable to competo iu Held work with tboae 
whose daily occupation is agrloultuial khom', tlielr condition 
wee specially miaerable.. i^ho agrioultnral labourers,, wha live by. 
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daily T?agM, ware bat a fa^ degraea bettor oit; aren tbeir labour, 
when employed, Ecaroely yielded enough, for iheii own support 
and loft no surplus for wito and obildren. 

Prioee bod beoQ high in 18 GD, and exports hod been unusually 
heavy, for those who ordinarily kept stccbs for iheii oonsomption 
through the ooirung year were iomptod by the high rates to sell ofl 
what they had. Distraea was already uotioeable in soino parts by 
the beginning of 186 G, and in February there was a violont 
ontbroalc of oholora at Bishaupur, whioh was premotod by, if not 
direolly duo to, the extromo sooioity of food. Tlie pooplo wore 
pnralyeod by p»nio» and pomty'etrickon to snob a degree, tliat 
they oonld not evon pay the oost of humiug their doad, and 
threw down the corpsee outaule the town. Prompt niooearos 
wore tidcen, however, for the removal of oorpaes, and the opidemio 
wasoheohed.* In the meantime, distress oontinned through the 
east and the eouth of the distriet, and in March the ehopheepers at 
B&ohuri oombined net to sell rice below the rate of 7-^ standard 
seen. Eeliei works were ocooxdmgly started in the town, but 
at the eud of April they had to bs diecontuined for want ol 
funds. Some of the labooiers were thereupon sent to work on 
the <hord line of the East IndUn Railway beyond E&nlgon], 
bat soon retoned, oomploining that the stmdord of work was so 
high tlioti in their smaoiftted oonditlon, they found it impossible 
to earn mors than two annas a day, a sum which was not iul]i> 
oient to keep body and soul together at the ruling price of lioe. 

At the end of May Mr. W. T. Tuoker, the Judge, applied to 
Government for s grant in order to oerry on relief noasuroe, for 
it was found impoesibls to provido, from local resources, the 
relief necessary to allsTiate &e feai'ful distress prevaiHcg.” A 
grant of Bs. 5,0 GO was given, which was expended on the impor- 
totion of rice from Oslontta and its sale at cost Ipiiee. These 
sales wore carried on in the town of BSnkurA from June to 
November at the rate of 10 seers for the rupee, except in August, 
when the price was 8 seers per rupee. The necessity of this 
relifsf and the general destitution of the people may be gathered 
from the foot that on the f3th July toe Committee wrote that 
“ ihoTO is actually no • rioe in the BfinkurS bazar, and people 
ore en^Iy supported at present by the rioe which they purchase 
doily from the Oemtutiee.'' 

While these measures were being oatried out at BSnkurB, 
nothing was done for a long time at Bisbnupur, whioh at this tune 
was under the Subdivirional 0 Sioex of GarhbetA. Subeoriplio&a 
had been ooUooted, hut the Subdirisional OiQosr made no special 
raport to the OoUeotor as to the n^o^ty of relief work, said 
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that be bad no Une to look atter the work of loUef, and admitted 
that, although the nioaej ooUeoteU wu l^isg idle in bii baude, 
notbiag wae done from April to July (vben he left O&rhbeU), 
beoauBe there no iigenoy at Biabmipur oai>able of oarrying 
it 00 . On the 3id Atiguei ^o Oommitteo loamt that the wearen 
of liishnnpur N^ere in terrible state of deetitution, and a eoparate 
fond was at once raised for the purpose of euabliog thom to oany 
on tlwir trade. 

Mattora were eq^udly bad in the Baipni thlLna to the eonth* 
vest, vUiob was tbiui Inoluded in tbe Monbbiim diatriot.' Towards 
the end oi it waa reported (bat hardly a night psasedin 
wbiob some bouse about Itaipur was not attacked by large bodies 
of armed mon and g^aio plandered. Tbe property stolen oonaieted 
of nothing bub food, and any yaluahlea found in a house were 
left by the dnoolU as uselesi* Itioe oould not be got for lore 
or money; eron Uio better oloasn were foroed to eal nwhuA aod 
other jungle produols, while numbers oked out their soanty 
subeistenoe by devouring tbe gruss of tbe hclds. Eelief works 
were started about tlw end ol this month at different points 
botweou Baipur and AcaUkftnagar; but an offioer, visiUbg tbs 
Amblk&nagai^ dep6t at tbe end of August, rspcptted that many 
would not come to the oenties of relief through fear that they 
might be made to. work, and tlmt though the SauUli we» 
sufleVing Bererely, not one was to he soon at the deptt, u tbe^ 
looked upon begging orroeoiving alms os more disgraoeful then 
itoallng. Aoootduig to snotboc acoeont, they would not eat rios 
oooked by a Brbbman, ^nd all tbe cooks at the depdti were 
BriUunanfi. Whole Tillages appeared to be depopulated, and rloe 
was celling at SJ end 4^ ssers par rupee. 

Boeidee tbe relief works in this tbSna, there wan a relief dep^t 
at Bftnkurd, a second 0 miles from the town, and a third at 
Biahnupur. In 3eptembor the incoming of the bh^i harvest 
brought down the price of rice to 1% aeots por rupee, and 
relisl operaUons were so^endod early in Kovember, except in 
Bishnupm, where they were continued till the end oi that acmih. 
In many places, however, tbo relief had come too late, and 
meanwhile the migration, suffering and mortality were yery 
great. Bren at tbs ond of August, when it was reported that 
distress wss iuoreAsiag on oU sides and that numbon were dying 
on the roods from exbaustwn, being unable to 'reach the 
depdts, the appliosiion of the Oommittw for another grant o! 
•iti. 10,000 woe refused, though a grant of Es, 4,000 was 
©rentually given in the latter ^If of September. The efforts 
of the Oommittee, moreover^ wore njainly ooncentrated on tbe 
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\(m oi B&akiuS And ita nei^klwiiihood; and ^ Uie u 
September 1866, Sir William Hunter on a viiit to Biih&apur 
'ATote;— I {onnd Bubnapur, odoo the moet populom pUoe in 
Bengal, & oitj of paupere.” Between 2,000 and 8,000 pereona 
were dail^; but ohclera bad broken in its moet virulent form, 
and the relief was not luffioient. Tbiiby'dve poor wreicliee 
were Uying doily of bung^or, and multitudea of deaerted orpliana 
were roamiog the Bboetaond subaiating on worma and snails/’* 

In tbo facnino of I6?d leiUo! maiaurea were promptly and 
tborougbly orgamaed, and tbo dietreee was not comparable to that 
whlob prevailed in ld6d. This famino wu duo to a failuio of 
tbe rioQ crop m two euooeuive years. The outtnin ol this crop 
in 1872 wu eabimated at only one-balf of tbe avorage, and in 
1878 tbo rainfall waa aoBoasonably diatributod, being scanty In 
May and June, oxoaaslTe in July and August, and quite insnfd- 
oient in September and Ootebar, with the result that tbe rtoe crop, ^ 
inoluding both 4i(i and dmon, gave a little lew than half of 
tbe average ouitnm. Belief measures bad to be undertaken in 
Manb 1674, and by tbe lit Juno 11,006 pereone wore in rooeipt 
of oharitablo roUof, while 8,600 wore employed on relief works. 
The greatest distress ooounod in July owing to tbo scanty rainfall, 
for onltivation was delayed, the usual demand for Hold labour 
failed to ariso, prioee beoamo dearer, and private obuity oaaeod to 
support tbe destitute poor. In tbeeo uroumslAnoee, dish’ew spread 
fji^, and at iho end cf July over 39,000 persons wore (n reoUpt 
of oharitablo relief and 4,100 wore employed on tbe roliol workfl. 
In the end, however, there woe a good outturn of the rioe crop, 
and it was found posaible te bring relief operations to a olose 
at the beginning of. October. The. number of ponona rsUoved 
was equivalent to 107,626 peraone gratuitously relieved and to 
21,866 persons relieved by wages for a poiod of one month. 

In 1886 relief moasures were again nooessary. There bad been 
f^mc of orope more or leas pronounced in the two' preoedlng 
yean, and in 1886 some distreas, neoeasitating tbe oeteUishment 
of syetematio relief opemtiona, became apparent, llie supply 
of food, however, was always plentiful in tbe market, and prioos 
can hudly be said to have reached famine rates, the higbest 
pdoe of rice in BKnJciufi being 1G| seers per rupee. Tbo cloasee 
who steed in need of relief wero labonrors, beggars, and otbers 
who. In orclinary times, suhsist on tbe obarity tbeir neighbours; 
and the difficulty lay in tho fact that the failure of the local crops 
rsstrioted tbs labour mnrkot and forced ou Government tbs 
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oeosaaity of providing emplojiaont for thoso oirouisfitAiioec 
prevootod tKom from migrating in seeioli of work. The distreei 
waa by no means extonave, tbe higboBt doily aroragd ol peieODS 
reoeiviAg ohoritablo relief being only 2,800 (at the end of July); 
and it vaa found poaeible to dlceo tho relief oeatroe by the end of 
Soptombor. 

The lost famine from which the strict has Buffered wfs that 
of 1807* In the yeor 1895-00 the rainfall was very deSolent 
for the winter rioo orop, whieh in thin distriot lb. the food 
drop, and the result woa a total outtom of only onneB of 
winter rioe for the whole district. The Bisbanpur subdivision, 
which oontainB the beet rioe Unde in B&alnrA eufio^ most, for 
the ooreage fall from 185,000 acres in 1894-95 to 70,000 aoree 
in 1865-96, and the <mttam from 16 to 7 annoe, while in 
the tract between the Bamodar and Sail riTor in the Sonlmukhl 
and Endfta th^as ^e crop was almoet a jntal failure. The head¬ 
quarters subdivision also suffered, the oaUuxn of the bhSdci and 
i'aU orope being only 10 and 12 ^ annes rospooiively, though it 
must ho remombared that these crops occupy only a email propor¬ 
tion of the area under cultivation.. Tho rainfell of 2666-a7 was 
again very unsatisfactory for tho winter rioe orop, the oattum of 
which for the whole di^ot was estimated at 9 annoa or lees, 
whilo'ii was only 4 annss in severol arose, vis., the western part 
of tho Gang^jalghftti thfina and its ontpoets (SiltorS and MejiA), 
the north of tho SonAmukltl tli&na, tho Baipni tiiSna, and the 
Siml&p&l ou^oet. The groat rioe prodooing tbscsB of India and 
Koihlpur in the Blshnnpur subdivlrion happily hod a oompara- 
tively good crop of 10 annss each; but the T&ldingrA and BarforA 
outposte had only a 6 rtnniL orop and ^o Ohhit&i outpost only a 
5 anna orop. The bhidci orop, however, which consists maiiriy 
of rioe, was fully up to the average, the rainfall having only 
Med from about the 19th September, while the unimportant t'eli 
orop hod a *7 itriysx ootinm. 

Not only did the short winter orop of 1866 snooeed a ehort one 
in 1896, eepecially in the north Son&mnkln and the west of 
Qaog&j^hiti, but high prices were caused by abnormal export to 
cpiher distdots. The result was that, before the end of Ootober 
1896, common rioe sold at B&nkurh at 10 or 11 soere a rupee, 
os against 16^ seere in the previous month, I7f seers in Ootober 
1896, and 18{ eeera in Ootober 1894. The remote south-west 
corner of the distriot, comprising the Ttaipur th&na and part of 
tbeSimU^ outpost, did. not suffer, however, from high prices 
nearly sc soon as other sBeoied areas, owing to there being no 
export on aocoant of bad oommunioatioas and the distanoe from * 
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)arg« mftrii. In of tbii enrij riu, tho pric4 of rioe vu 
21^ teen ftt DSnknri And 11 toot et BiihimpTii the end of 
IDeoemW; end it nmAined wooder^iUj firm till fbo end of April 
1897. In tbe dnt hAlf of Mey» it nddenly roM to 10 tens at 
twtb plues, and eren hsgber in tbo afleolod otsm of Uaag&jelghuti 
end 6oDftain2cbl> where it wee 9 to 8 eeen per rupee. 

Uniout&kable distna eppeored in when gietnitoui relief 
bed to be giTon end relief works opened in tlie Gen^jolgliiii 
tliAna end in the north of (he Soolmakhl thine»in the louth 
of the letter thian relief opeietione were not neoeeeery till the 
end of July. The Obhitnft ontpoet ^owed eigne of bnog efTooiod 
About the seme tune. Belief eUo bed to U glren in pert of 
tbe. BKokurA tbine edjoining the Chbatni ontpoet end m the 
Tildiagri ontpoett the Indpur ontpoet, (be Khitri thine end 
the Borjori ontpoet, but it woe not oonsideisd neceaery to deoloro 
tbete treo(j eflectod. The dietreeeed area oompriead 1,0 fid equoro 
mila with e population of 4ld,(M)0 pereone, end the pereone 
Telietel were moetly lend!we Ubonnre, beloa^g ehiefiy to the 
Beuri oute, batoleo (o other low eeeiee, enob ee Bigdie, liftrii 
and EhftixAe, end inelodiog, e eoneiderable nnmber of fiont&le. 
The relief works were brought to a i^ow at the ond of Septeinber, • 
The totil number of pereone employed on lelief works wu 
818,077, rsprssenting en arenge of 2,377 per diem, or 0*0 per 
cent of the population offeoied, while (be total number of persons 
gntaitoaily reJiered woe 83fi,2m, representing o dsiiy arsrago of 
6,fi2S, or 1*06 p« oent of the popaUtioo offooted. 
tteoDi. Other oeUmitios besides famine ore of roro ooo^mnoe. Small 
inundations frequently oooor owing to the soddennees with wbioh 
the risers end itreomi rise in the louiy eeseou; end the lands 
bordering on the risen affar nccordingly, so muoh lo tbet in 

many places they m pemoaenily illowed to remain waste and 

’ onoultisated. No flood, boweser, has oeouted within the espe« 

HencQ of the present geaeratioo on a eeole snMoiently Urge to 
affect the genenl proaperi^ of the district. The most serious 
flood in reosnt yean wu that which ooeurred In J^e 1897 owing 
to the abnormal height to which the Kisoi and DAmodor rose. 
Along the honki of tbe D&modar tiie Ant rioe crop was muoh 
damaged, 4,000 or 6,090 bif/Ad$ of nob soil were buried undor 
sand, and some siUoges were wished away srith oserytbing in 
them. There ww no loM of life, but relief hod to bo gisen in 
the north of tbe 6onimahbl to ],S88 panoni, who bod 

been rendered bomelees by the flood. Snob floods, howeser, ora 
f oriunately rire, end, u a nfle, only partial and local damage 
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OEAPT13R Vir, 

D15NTS, WAGES ANP ?EIOES, , 

1^0 settlezzient of ronta has yi been oorrisd out in tbs diaknofc Dim. 
M ft whole, but it is reported thftt the foUowiDg ratos of rent are 
general. In tho Biilmapur eubdiTuIon the aotual ouldTAtor pays 
to hia iniTDediate landlord an aTorage rent ynrying from Us. 7-8 
to Be. 0 and Its. 4-8 per sore of rtfS or rioe land oooording to its 
productive power. In the hendquaxtori subdiviaioa tho rental 
paid foreaoh land voriea greatly, ranging from Ui. G*4 to Be. 4*2 
in the Ondi thAna, and from Be. 4-8 to Be. 3-12 in tbAnaa KbAlri 
and 0ang&]aIgK&ti, while in tlio BinlcurA thljia the ratoe are 
Be. Q, lie. 5*4, Be. 4-S and Be. 0>12 por aore. For land growing 
rali crops the raise in the Biefanupur aubdivieioo areBs. 12, 

Ba 0-12 and Be. C-4 por sore according to .quality; and in, the 
headquarters aubdiTision they arc Be. 8 and Be. d-4 in Ood&i Be. 9 
and lU 6 inEhitrA, Be. 8*12 and Be. 8 in QanggjalghiU/ and 
Be. 6*4, Bs. 4-8, Ba..842 and Be. 3 per acre in the BinkurA 
thina. 

A regular settlement of renta hu recently been corned out 
for the ffhiiiedh tenoiesj t.e., tenures formerly granted in roau* 
neratioQ for military eervlee rendered by guarding the 
or on oondition of rendering polios eemce. A fuller desonptioa 
oi the {fhiHwiH tenures will be f<»und in Chapter Z; and it will 
be BuSoient to stats here that they may be divided broadly 
into three groups, known as (t) farhirl f.e., tenuiealn 

which the pane>ink or quit-rest waa realised by Oovenuneai 
direct from the tardSf ghAivAU; (A) bt^ppwkaki, or tenures in 
which no rent was realised; and (iti) tamVtdAri panchaki, OT' 
tenures in which the quit-rents wore amalge mated with the land 
revenue of the parent esiatee and realised through the eamfndfiTS.' ' 

Becently extensive xeeumptione have' been made of these 
tenures on the basis of an amiosble settlement, the ffAditcAii 
being released from rendering eerviee and recognised as tenants 
Tnth rights of ocoapanoy, while the lands have been oseeesed 
to rev^ue and settled with the samindare. The aeseaements have 
been made according to prevailing rotas as regards Unde in thq 
diicot occupation of the fffidhedh, but as regards lands held*t^ 
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thcougli U^elr tanante, 76 y>Gi cent, ot tHe rest realized hj 
ibem ftozn tbd Utter lias beon aooepicd as the assessment. Out 
oi tbe total aaseflament, a coooeauon of 25 per oo&i bos boon . 
idloved to tbo ffhUteah m ooaeidorotion of tbs foot that ibsj 
bavd been enjoying the ^ands from gonoration to gonoiaUon 
on payment of a smaU The rsmauuDg 75 ps 

cent, of the assessoiont is dlTldod e^aally botTreen Govommont 
and the zamfnd&n, the Government demand bebg fixed in 
perpetuity. 

The goneial result U that tho fj/i&itniU tenures haye been 
resumed by amicably settling the lands with the {ffiSMah, 
poToanonUy on fixed renCS} in oousidoration of rolewog them 
from polios and other duties. The ghatt^ak pay tho rent fixed 
to the zamfnd&rS} and the zamind&rs in their turn pay tbs 
rsTenue aeseesed to the Government treasury. Tho maximum, 
ninimum and average rates assesaed aro Rs. Bs. 5*10 and 
Rs. 5-12 per acre, rsspeotIvely> for diftoront classes of M or lios 
Und, and'Rs. 12, Rs. 7*8 and Rs. 8 for sund or uhinlgated 
land. 

Rents are paid in kind for some holdings known as bhAgj&tf 
the word iAio meaping a share. In saoh a holding the tenant 
has iha use of the land for a year or a season, and pays as rent a 
certain share of the produce of the luid. Ordinaiily one-half of 
the produce is so paid, the b&sgJoUldr coltiTaliiig the land with 
his own cattle and ploogh, and also finding seed and manure. 
OooasionsUy the superior tenant, who engages the bhSg jotdtir, 
finds the manure, in return for whioh he leoolTes the straw in 
addition to his half sham of the produoe. An.other dlase of IhAg 
tenants pay as rent two-thirds of the produoe, is which cose the 
oultivaton who let out the land to them supply the seed and 
manure, as well as. the cattle. Produce rente are also paid hy a 
small dass of peasants, called id^'de, who only hold their lands oa ’ 
a temporary lease, and lead a wanderiog life from village to 
village, settling down for the Ume being wherever they can get 
temporary holdings on the beet terms. The latter system is 
generally the result of sub-infeudatlon and idlanees on the one 
hand, and of unsettled habits and poverty on the other. 

Of reoS!;t years there has. been a general rise in the pfioe of 
both skilled and unskilled labour, mainly owing to the introduc¬ 
tion of the railway and the GQaso(iuent interoommonioation with 
centres of industry. ^ oirpentcr now obtains a daily wage of 
6 to 8 ann&i according to his skill, while masons and hlaoksmithi 
reoeire from 5 to 0 annas per diem, There is, however, but little 
demand for local skilled labour on large works, for the ooniractoia, 
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who en mostly neiiTM of the Oouir&l Froymdea, eeldom employ 
looal men for the purpoeoi but hxlng artisena from their own 
oountry. Voakilldd labour ie paid for «t the rate of 3 to 3^ 
annas a day. Wages ore generally paid •in oash in the tome, 
but in the Tillages labourers are usually paid in kind. 

Beaides the field labourers working for a daily wagOj there are vnikge 
two apeoial olasses of Ubourors omployod In oultivating the lands 
of oUiora who, as a rale, aro paid in kind. The flret oonmsla 
of farm bboiiren called kruhiM or tndh(nciAi'8t who reoelTs a abare 
of the produce of the loud they oultivste. If they aupply eood 
end cattle for the oulUvator, besides giving their manual labour* 
their remuneratiou is half of the produce, hut, ii the owner ol the 
land supplies the Hed nud cattle, they rooelTe only ose<tliird of 
the produce. It is rsportod that, if they are paid in oe«h> their 
wag^ ranges from Us. 30 to lie. 80 per annum, In addition Co 
food and blothol The olaas of labourois known as ffoidHiA 
U.» engaged labomers, ore paid ono or two seers of’poiohed riee 
and throe eeors of paddy daily, und ore giren Bs. 2 in cosh at tlie 
end of the year, beiidoi two pleoas of cloth. They are also 
remunerated by tl\e grant of a pieoo of laud, generally not 
oxcoediog one tii{jhd in oroa, tbe produce of which is their own 
estiToly. This^lond is called bantirid, meaning land due to the 
bolder of tbe yoke of the plough. SocDoilmes also, when , 
threshing is oomplete, Iheso labourers get one or one-and-a-hsJf 
wApi of paddy, a mdp being eguiralout (o 8 maunds sod 28 
seers ; this porquisito is ooUed kdfikrS. 

Oertaiu olaeses, who are still prsotioally tbe aoamoa servants vuiife 
of the Tillage oommunlty, sre also largely paid in kind. One 
Atfndr or imitb usually works for tbe people of four or fire 
Tillages, his ohief business being the forging of ploughshares, 
hoes and other agricultural implements. A. ploughshare generally 
becomes almost useloss at the end of each ploughing seasoa, and 
has to bo re*oast aod le-fotgcd at the begirming of tko next year. 

This tbe smith does, and as remuneration reoeiTSC a eustomary fee 
of 10 to 16 seers of unbuiked rioe from every buibondmon at 
hervesUtime for each plough owned by him. For other work be 
is paid at contract latee, generally in money. At eaorifloial 
oeremonios the kiindr also oSioiatee as eaorifioer; and in many 
oaesi be holds a small plot of rent>h’ee land in return for his 
services in that oapaoity. , 

TTsually one titradkar or oarponler does the work ox two or. 
more villages, his ohief busmess being to make the wood»work 
of ploughs, for which be reoeivea a oert^ fixed measure of nee 
from every cultivator. The wages of the dhobi or washerman 
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are pAtd either is kiad or in money, hat every village W 
not e vaeheRn&n oi ite own, and in a poor family the femalee 
waeh (he clothes themeolves* Families in hotter oircmnetanoes, 
however, gesenlly send their oloihee to the wasborman’s bouee, 
whether it ie sitoatod in their own or a neighbouring village. 
For fumiebing a tempb with earthen vassaU, eto., t)je kumhAr 
or potter, in many places, is rewarded by a small plot of rent- 
free land, but eartbon ressela of domestio use arc pcid for in 
money. 

IDie maii or gardener, who soppliee fiovrora and garlands to 
the villagers on oeremonial ocoeaions, also iu some cased holds 
service land in remuneration of his labour; and the flowers and 
gtrlands which he supplies are paid for either in kind or in 
money. But moat are nuable to snbsiet solely by growing 
flowers and malting garlands, and follow agriculCnre hs an 
aoniliary moans of livelihood. The ndpil or^barber, bemdea 
ehaving a certain number of families, called bis jftjmiJii or 
onstomere, bae to be present nt marriage eeremonies and assist 
in the pesf ormance of osrtcin rites. His wages usually consist of 
a measure of unbusked lioe paid by each family at harvest-time. 
This is the geueral oustom ; but in some rdllagea he is paid in 
grain or money every time be shaves s beard, outs hair, acts 
as a manioore, oto. 

Among other village servants may be mentioned the Achiryo, 
v'.a, the astrologer, fortune-teller, and almanao writer, who is 
lemunonted either in money or by gifts of rioa, pulses and vege- 
. tables. Similarly, the tUndniilAr or village watchmen gate four 
bundles of paddy per hg/td as bis nmuneraticn for 

guarding the fields at night doring the harvesting soMons. Tbo 
itsydl, ^ain, whose baeiness is to weigh and measure grain, is 
genenlly paid in kind by the buyer or seiler, or by both ; ho is 
frequently found at m^kets where large quantities of grain 
are sold, but not usually ia the smaller villages. 

Begardiog the supply ot labour, 1&. Foley writes in bis 
' Mtpori eti Zabow- in Bengal (1906)—“Beadea emigration to the 
/ftsaTTi tea gardens, there is emigration from th&naa Itaipur, 
Eh&trS, OndK and B&nkur& at the end oi November or beginning 
of Deoember eastwards for orcp catting, earth work, etc., (be 
amigrants returning at (he end of June or beginning of July. 
The two most numerous castes sre the Bauris, to be found mostly 
in th&haa Oasg&jalgbSti, BinkorS end KhStrS, aod the Sant&ls 
to be found mostly in Bfinkurfi, Eaipur, OndS and Khfttrl The 
remarkable thing is that, though the Bauris and Santlla are the 
chief ooal«catten in. the B&nJganj coal fields, are numerous in five 
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thftHM of* tb9 BSnkurS district^ and hjt ooQptllad to emi^nid 
is Sdaroh of «mplo7ine&t over/ /ear> jet leoruitsieiLi fer the 
Blafganj qudm ie oal/ carried OD in one thlos^ &o edjaoesf 
one, Gao^jalghAtL Om wonid have tbongbi that ever/ efioit 
vonJd bave been made long ago to induce m tnan/ aa poeaible 
of tbe SecUla and B«uu in BftainrI to bbe to the ooal mi&ea 
Eeffiroitment boa appanntl/, kowever, been oonfised to Qangft* 
jaJgh&ti, and the 6ant2li and Baniis of the other thinaa will not 
take to the coal fielda of themaelTei. Ihe thlnao of Bftnkorit, 

Onda, Raipur and Khlh< are therefore to be reooaineindcd for 
ooal reomituig. 

It fieeroe rather donbtfnl if the esugrajit labour wonid be . 
found enitable for haftHliag goods is OaLntta; bnt I was 
informed that, be^ec tbe people that leave the distriot at the end 
of Norembof, tiiere are others who leave at the end of I^ebroar/ 
or be^oisg of hfaioh and return at tiie end of Jane. Sisoe 
^e is juat the time whoi more labour is needed in Calcutta, it 
would seem ^te wcrUi while to U/ whether tboso people wo'^d 
make dock labourers. There can be little doubt ihet there U a 
large suppl/ of labour ia ibis distriot still to be bad, but at 
present there is no e/stematio ^etem of reomitmest except for 
the tea gardens. Tear after /ear the Sant&la, Bauri^ and other 
low casUe migrate from the south and the wwt to the eastern 
distidots, their number depending upon the state of the crop! 
and the wagea to be ean^.*' 

The marginal statement ahowa the pried bf food grains during pa;oii. 

the lost fortnight in 
Marbh daring the 16 
yearn 1801-2906. It 
will be eean that there 
has been a steady rise 
in the price of c^eals, 
but the flncfnationi 
is the prioe of vdieat 
and grata are not of 
muc^ imporianoe, as the/ ua not eonsamed in as/ ^oantit^ b/ 
the majorit/ of the people. The riae has bean ganeraX throughout 
the Burdw&n Division, and oannot be ascribed to.en/ local Cftuse, 
bnt to increased demand throughout the oonntry and improved 
facUities for The poifia *of salt alosa hss fallen owing 

to the reduction in du^ recently earned into affect. This 
reduction, it is ssid, was bailed with joy by all clostea of people, 
bnt the poorest dassea, i^o take anly a small quantity of salt, 
were not benefited tq any ^pia<d«ble extent. 
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MAntiiii Writing in 1S6S, Colonel Gostrell descrilMd the nutoriftl 
oondition* oi tlie pMpld os follows, gonond condition of 

f BS the pdopIo» OB oomparod '\ritL the adjoining distriots to the east, is 

ftons. ^ poverty. In the jungle traota, especially, thie U appatent. 
In towns and villages o£ the low Unde tlioy are better off, 
but hoie, even amongst the labouring olassoa, few sliow sigos of 
znooh oonfort, either in poreonel appearance or the economy of 
th«r housefl. Drunkenneee and immorality are xiie amoogst 
them, whereby their physical development is much impoirod, the 
food and clothing of the women and ohildren are etinlod to allow 
the fathers to drink; and thus all suffer in oommou/' The . 
. improvemoni which baa taken plnoo in Ices than half a oentoiy 
will be apparent from the following extract from a report writton 
by the GoUectorin 1901:—!l!here has been, on the 'Whole, an 
iscffease in the prosperity of the people. They evince a growing 
deore to provide thanuelTee with better food, better clothing and 
better appUanoes generally. Gold and silver omamenU are mope 
common ^an 10 years ago; breaa ntonsKs have usurped the place 
of earthen pots; and ehoee, nmbreUae and better artiolee of drees 
are more extensively used. New brick-built housce are springing 
up ereiywheiej and artiolee of food which were formerly luzoriea 
are now in common uso/' 

There is no donbt that the rise in the price of lioe and other 
crops has put into the pookeU of the cultivating dUaeoe an amount 
of ready monoy th^ never poesessod before. The atandaid of 
living has risen oohriderably among them, and many things 
whioh were formerly accounted as luxuriee are now treated as 
artiolee of ordinary and every day use. The labouring olassce 
too have benefited from the growing demand for labour created 
by the expansion of the coal trade, the increase in the number of 
faolories, and the establishment of new mdustrles, outside the 
district. The only classes who do not shaie in this prosperity are 
those who have to depend entirely on email fixed salaries, especially ' 
tl^e who work as clerks in Government and private employ. 
Debarred irom manual labour by custom and tradition, with prices 
rising, and the purohoaing power of the rupee declining, net to 
mention the inoreaaing dilBouIties in the way of obtaining work, 
the struggle for existenoe in this section of the commmuty has 
grown harder. 

The following is a brief sketch of the material oondltioo of 
the different classes of the community. 

Uadlwdi. The landlords of B&nkurS are, on tlie whole, in reduced 
* oiicumstances. There are onlj' a few large estates, such as that 
belonging to the UahSir&j-Adlur&j BahSdur oi Bnrdw&n, who 
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oTOi about b&lf tha district) aad tha amallor aetata of tba Rijft 
of Pflaoliot ift MinbUuis. Tbo leiidaAt zamTndSxt, with few 
axoeptiose, bold but potty eetutea and ore in raduoad oiroun* 
atancas. Meat of tbomon finanoially ombanoseed, eod in many 
ooiee tLeii property lias been sold in sotiefootloa of tlieir debts. 
Tbolr iDOomo is fixed, but Iba oxponao of maiutouLiDg their 
poiiUon hu inorOMod owing to tlia high price oi food and of 
other artioloa oX naoesaity, tbo gronter cost of ednoaiing Iheir 
ohildren and of pavfomiing tbo eodol and religious oeromocioe 
inddeatol to their poiilioo, and last, but not the lout, * tlio 
• expos lae of Utigation. 

The profoBsiooal olueee also cannot bo uid to be prosperous 
•with the oxceptioD of those in the legal proioMioD; for thedr 
ificomoe are small and fixed) they haro appaaracooe to keep np, 
and they do not reduce ihair expenditure on soda! porformanoce 
ox altar their troditionAl mode of Tb«y disdain manual 

labour, and as they baae but litUo eutorpriaa and ieee capital, 
they often find it diiEoult to niahe ends meet. 

The oommeroinl and industrial olaesos form a Brnall miuority. 
There are few traders oairying on commoroial transoottona on a 
large ecale, and it is reported that, owing to the extensioxi of 
railway eommunioations, the number of wholeeale deal^ lut 
daoraoeed, as shop-keapen now get their woiee direct from ColoiiUa. 
The latter aio said to be doing a lucretiTe trade owing to the 
growing indulgenoa in loxnries and other oomiorta The 
industiise oi the district are not oi much importanoe, mainly 
coniiatiiig oi nmulT hand indtzstrxM, and many of the latter haTo 
declined for eeTeral yeus past owing to the oo&ipetition of 
cheaper foreign goods. Qooently, bowoTcr, owing to tho Impotus 
gWen by (he moroment, thoso industries have rerived 

to some extent, and tbs industrial classes are conseciuently 
better off. 

Many of the aanufaoturss aro oarrisd on by workmen under 
a system oi advances aado by moh^aui or capitalists, and ^ 
by the people on their own oeoount. The genereJly 

advanoe the raw materials and a sum of money to the workmen. 
When the srtitles, for the mannfftcture of wbioh the advanoo wos 
given, are made and ready for deliveiy, the manufooturers aro 
bound to soU thorn at wholesale mor&ot rates to the merchants 
from whom they rooelved the advance. The m/tdjaitf on 
receiving the goods, deducts the value oi the raw materials, and 
the amount of money adranoed, with interest; and the balance of 
the price is handed over to the manufooturer. This Byatem ofUn 
leaves a very small margin of proit to the ootual workers. 
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i^rinU Oa Uid ir]iol«> ih« agriaaltend oImmb b4TQ benefited by Ui« 
tarlkti. high pd^ al food gniiu in iMOnt yoan, though ovixig to the 
boreal ooet of Uboitr, the euJtirator who geta hit laud odtiratod 
by meano of hired labour if not ao well-off m the man i^o 
odtiratee himfelf. On the iriiole, their itate oazinot be eud to 
be one of plenty, bat it is well removed from penury, and eome 
eectionf are in fairly oomfortable oiroanutancea. 

Ubwtm. The condition of the laboaring elamei haa improved in rebont 
yeari owing to the exteoiion of the Bengal-Nigpur Bailwaj 
through the diabriot, for it has enabled a largcer number to migrate 
in the of! foaeou, there ie no work in the deide, and to find • 
employment in oollimiee, in the doldi, and in faotoiiee oleewhore. 
Tboee, who do not migrato, have ben aft Ud by tUia overflow, and 
also, to a otttain aztcit) by tho increase in the rate of wages. It 
ia doubtful if that increaie haa been eoaunenaurste with the rise in 
the price of food; bat fortunately field labourera are noeily paid 
in grain, and are, therefofe, not affeoled by market prioei at muoh 
as would otherwise be the ceae. The rise in the prioe of grain 
haa also been of advantage to the olaae known as AruAfar, a field 
labourera, who reoeive a fined proportion of the prodooe of the 
land they eolbivaU, as that proportion remeina the aame, while 
ho value is greater. fitiU, in ^ite of all ibia, it cannot he denied 
that the lot of the landieie Uhoarer ia, on the whole, a bard ono. 
Hia wagoa axe em^l, hia family ia irequently largo, he ia gonorally 
imptovident, and he ia often addieted to driving. Spending 
wb^ he earns from day to day, he haa very little to pawn or soil 
in time* of diatres *, he geta no sedit from tha uurA^aH; and he 
ia the first to sucoumb if the oopa fail and be oanpot got labour. 
leSeSM. Indebtednsea ia belisred to be fairly general among the oulti- 
B*H. rating oleasea, bat in the abeenoe of details aa to its nature and 
amount, it ia ecatteiy poaaible to aUte that it r^reeenta any great 
degree of poverty, Agriooltoxe, like other indostriee, ia supported 
on credit, and (he noA^tsm ia as wttntiil to the vilh^ as 
the ploughman, Some (be lyota^ debt is owed to the shop¬ 
keeper who selit grain, or to the imAs/so or landlord fox 
edvancee to pnnhise food while the harveet is ripening, and luoh 
accounts are usoally oloeed when tha harvest is reaped ; some ik 
oontraotcd, more partiool^y if (he harvest promisee to be a 
bumper one, for expenditm on marriagee in the fatally; and 
some debts are busineai transactions olostiy oonneotod with 
agrioulture, r.p., for the parebsea of seed, plough or cattle, or for 
extending ouiUvation or making* agriooltaral improvements, 
of The following are reported to be ourrent rat« of interest in 
bteMt. BiAkust, In small loan txinsaotions, in which tho borrows pawns 
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(otiolefi ,auok os orn&meats or ^oosebold Teesols, of greftter T^lue 
tluux the sum bOEToved, tha rate of interaet raiiea from iwelve 
to eigUteau pax cent, la large transaofcioiu^ when a moitgaga 
on moveabU property only is given, ih$ inUreet is from eighteen 
to twenty‘four per oent., as the eeouiity is not eo easily realised 
in ezeoutioQ of a deoroo, owing to tbe faoUitioB for removing or 
alionoling the property pledged., But» whore the lender is well 
secured by a mortgftge on. immoreablo property sooh as housea 
or land, the interest ie from nine to twelve per cent. Whenpei^ 
agrioulturol advances are mode to the onltivalora, either upon 
the personal seouiity of the borrower in a oairent aocoont, or 
with a hea upon the crops, ths interest varies from eighteen to. 
thirty'six per cent. In the oaae of grain odvancea tbe usual rate 
of interest ia one^fourth the quantity borrowed. 

As regards the methods of usury they have not altered sinoe UsUodt 
Col. Geatrell desoribed them as follows The menner in which ot Biar;, 
the ryot gets into the mah^n't hooka, from which be seldom 
eaoapes again, appears to he generally as follows. Few of the 
oul^vators can afford to save up auffioient seed from their crops 
to sow down their fields again, or, if able with oaio to do so, 
seldom do. 8tiU fewer have money to purchase seed with, when 
the sowing season oomea round. Ewurss is therefore had to the 
mafiijon. The on lending money nsn^y takes a hosd for 

a much larger amount than he actually pays down. Someiima 
the ryot bonowe in hud, and this is a favourite mode when 
fnohdjant or aamfudfin are lending to very poor roeii. In snob 
oases ths agreement generally entered into by the ryot is to 
repay in kind at the ensuing harvest, with from 60 to 100 or more 
per cent. moreEise on the quautity borrowed, .^ben onoe a lyot 
baa thus been reduced to borrow, he is seldom or never able to 
olear himself of bis ohilgaticns. As a rule, the poor olasses 
appear to think little of the future. The preseut, with its cares 
and troubles, its joys and pleasures, suffioes for themand so, 
when the tame for payment of his loon oomea, and the poor man 
finds himself unable to pay principal and interest, be pays all 
he can, and the mahijan strikes the balmioe, He then, if he 
oan, enters on a new loon, including the balaooe of the formen 
one, and so he gors on until, body and soul, he is bound down 
to the inexorable money-lender.’' 
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CHAPTER Yin. 

OOOCPATIOKS, JiANUFAOIIJRBS AND TRADE. 

oooDTA. AoooRPiNQ io ttodBlioR obtainod at t^9 oonaiu of 1001 , 
tiovf. alto^thcr 00*7 por oeni. of tbo population arc auppcriod V 

onltore—n proportion ooniidorablx bolov tUs g:onoral RTorage for 
Songftl. 01 tbo total nnmbor 'of agriooltnnata, 40 per oont. aro 
aotual ’workete, Inoloding 0>OOO rontroooiyon, 3U»000 rent^payora 
and 47,000 lalMUion. VarloiiB induatrioe BUpport 10*9 por cent, 
of the popTilation, of whom a little more tb&n half ore actual 
worbera, inoluding 16,000 Babennea and iliU dealere, 10,000 
ootton weaTon, 9,000 rloe poundera azLd 0,000 haaket makers; 
goldamitha, bonsmithi, workort in brua, potteia, oaipeuters, aUk 
api&nori, and necklaoe makora aro also numeioui. The number 
dependent for their liyelibood onoommoioe and tlio profMilous is 
very amoll, only 0*7 por cent, being supported by trade aod 2*3 
per cent, by tlio professions;; of the latter 44 por cent, aro actual 
workers, isoluding 8,000 prioats, 4,000 religious mancUoante, 1,100 
medical men and 700 toaobois. About 87,000 persona, or coaily 
6 per cent, of the populatioo, aro oarth workers and gonerd 
labouien, and 32,000 porsona are herdsmen. 

MiypeAe. The following is a brief account of the princapsl manufnotures 
and indnstriei of ibo diatriot. 

suit Silk weaving is atill a fairly prosperous indoatry. It is carried 

•Mriasf. on ^ Biahnupur, B&nkuri, RftjgrOm, B^nlnghpur, Jaypur and 
GopSonthpur; but the chief centre of the industry is Bishnupnr, 
which has a special reputation for the manufacture of prettily 
embroidered silk scarres, plain and dowcTod e4ru or dresspiooes for 
women, and a maroon oolcared c^oth called <6tuj>chhS>/<i. Though 
tliQ fabrics exo not equal to the Berliampore tilk in flnenoes and 
'evenness of texture, they ate in considerable demand In tho dikrict, 
and also outside it. Only a portion of the raw material used iu 
the looms is produced locally, the balance being imported. But 
silk-worms are roared and silk is spun in tho vlUagcs of B1iAnd&, * 
Punisol, Cesliabpur, OhingSnT, TilAgb&grl, Biml&p&l, Pakhuidsbil, 
P&thordabft and Barak huli&. Tho ailk of tho mulborry ooooons 
^un into thread by tho country method of reeling is oa lt ed khSmnt. 
The following is a bnef oocount of the process of manufacture. 
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The fint prooes that die iLstire: reeled, aUk nodergoes in the 
hands of the Teaven oonaets of binding of diiferent degrees 
of fiDsnees on different l&ioit or spindles. The seoond prooeen is 
that of bleoohing, the silk heing iK^ed for &n hou in water 
mixed with the ashes of id/ leava^ after whioh it is washed and 
dried, and ag(^ rolled on a UJai. A sort of gum) prepared hy 
boiling parohed paddy in water, ia now applied, and the warp 
and woof are proparod, tho former ooneisting of two strands and 
the’latter of four strands of thread. The ait of d^ing eilk with 
a imo blat^ dye eoom's to be known,’ tlie dye being obtained 
from haHiakit filings, and a amaU proporUon ot ferrous aolphate. 

A bine dye u made of indigo, harUak}, eoap, and a few other 
ingredientB. A rod dye is obtained from lao, whioh is finely 
powdered and boUsd ’with tamarind, alum and kA4r, I’.e., crude 
sodium osrlxviBto. An orange oolonr, called jt^rady is made of 
liamaia powder, kheb* and alum. . 

The quantity of pure alUc manfactured is comparatirely small, 
but it ia reported that there is a good demand lor the produoU of . 
the looms of Bishnapur. The ortioles manufactured are phul&m 
sAi'Ui or cloths for females with patterns of fiowers on them, 
whi^ are sold at lU. 10 to Bs. 20 each \ dhdit ts olotha for 
males, sold at Bs. 10 to 12 eoeh; ilfdnt, or dress pieoee, sold * 
at Be. ]-6 to Bo. *1*12 per yud; soarvee or oomforUrs sold at 
Be. l>8to Be. 1-12 oooh; handkarohiefs sold at 12 annas each; 
and silk oheoks eold at Be. 1>S per ystd. The fiowered tdru 
of Bishnapur are in spedU reque^ ^ are e^orted to other 
distriote. 

The fab^ mostly woven, however, consist of tusser allk; and Tuuer 
the local hiH or oosne cloths, made out of 'tbread spnn from 
pierced cocoons (answering to mtkd doUw), are well known," 
Thcae stuffs are not only dnmble but cheap, a piece of fcele 
Bufiloient for a oomplote suit of clothea oceting only Ra i or 
Bs. 8. The following is a brief aocount of the method of 

manufacture. 

The eggs of the silk-worm are gathered and put on the 
leaves of dam, sd/, and tidd trees in the jangle. In doe time 
the ooGoons are formed, and are gathered by outting the small 
branches from which they are suspended. The cocoons are sold 
at Be. 5 to Bs. 9 a Mail, U., a set of I2d0, and ore purchased 
wholesale by substantial merchants, who reUil' them to the 
weavers. When they have passed into the hands of the weavers, 
the ooooons are first boiled in water, mixed with wood ash«, and 
Skre next washed and oooLed. Five coooons axe then taken at a 
•time, and the fiUk-from them is wound by a. woman on a yu^i, 
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TLo oik thus obUined ia goromed vid otlimije p»pued for 
weftTiiig M in tlie cose c{ doaoadoaUd silk. It is gonertU/ 
coloured 'nolet and red with aDlline d708, M sometimes is d^ed 
yellow by moans of tunneric oud keunalA powder. The varioUB 
kinds ot tnssor fabtice zziimuJaotiired in this disirict and tlieic 
pridsi arc os follows sold at Rs. 8 to Its 6 ; lihuHt, sold 

at Cs. 2to Bs. 8; iMm or Long plcoei for making drosses, sold 
at 12 annas to Bo. 1 per yard. TLo weavers olio prodaoe a 
^eoioe of mixed cotton and iusser, wbiob is sold et 6 annas to 
10 annas per yard. 

Tko principal oontros of tke tnssor silk industry aro GopTnAtli* 
pur, BinkurA, IU)gr&m, Son&mukhi, Bishuupur and lUjbAt* 
Birsiagbpur, whore there &ro nearly 3,000 famiUes of wearers, 
who weave tussor in preferosoe to cotton, if tli^ get a supply of 
cocoons: ooooons, only about ^ 6fiU it tho 

number are habitually employed in tusier weaving. BiJgrAm is 
a reoognUed mart for taster ooooons j and not only Icoo), but also 
. SlngbbhOm ooocrtDS, dad tbsii way into the hands of the 
of this village. The weavers ore men of the Tlntl coito, who 
generally prepare the silk thomsolvos from tbs ooooons, The 
greater portion of the luster silk produood is sold looally, but 
brokers come annually from other dislriots, and buy a consider* 
able quantity of their ^xbrios from the weavois. 

Braiding the prospects of the industry, Mr. N. Q. Mukerji 
remorlu in bis monograph on Thr 8ilh ^ BtHpai (1603) : 

In BKnknrk the silk wonting industry still holds its own, though 
cocoon rearing has dwindled down into insignidcanco. The silk¬ 
worm opidomicB havo been the prindpat nauso of tho groat 
oontneiion of the industry within a very few years both in 
. Mldasporo and ia BllnkurA; and os both distriots still oontoin 
large nnmbszs o! people who depended at one time on scrioulture, 
but who have now taken to other punuits, the resusoitation of 
the silk industry in theeo two distriots, if taken in hand within 
a few years, is not suoh a diffioult matter to sooompUsL.” This 
hope appears likely to be fuldlled. 

In a It4p<r*'i on tkt Sfata c/ iAt Ikissr 9iJU Indurii’i; in Benffai 
and Ih Osnirai Provmmy published in >1605, Mr. N. Or. Mukoiji 
states:—‘^Tbetusser weaving industry of B&nknxi seems to 
more famous than of suy other place 1 have yet visited. The 
ttfris and dMia of Sonimukhi and Bisbnapor ore vory famous; 
even in Dacca ood Mymensingh they are prised. At SonSmukhl 
there ore about a thousand famillos of tasser-weavers ; at Bishnu- 
pur there are about 500 to 700 families oi tusser and silk weavers; 
at Ctopmktbpnr rndBaskSra about 400 fotcuUcs; at Kkjgtkm. 


OOOVPAnOMS, tfAMU?ACmTRBS AND TBADB. 118 

alMQt 200 familiee, aad at B&jb&t>BlTAingbpiir about 400 jamiliot. 

ropneout at leaat 10,000 indvnduf^ working or oapablo 
of working in tnaMr. Whon thoy oauuot got onongh ooooona, 
thof tako to oottos weaying^ but tho^ pxoior turning out tuBaer. 
71)0 wo&vlng iudutTf of IJiabiiupiir Home to bo yory oxtonoiro. 
Tlioro aro moro than COO families of woovoro in tbo town, and 
tboy woavo oithsr silk or tuieca*, moro silk now than tnisar. Silk 
weaviog is imptorlDg, while tusser wHTing la going down. Tbe 
woavera say it oosis tlien now almost as muoh turning out a 
tueser ns a silk idri, and psoplo prefer s silk lif'V 

TUs qoanUty of oooooai reared looaUy is, howevor, fasuSlciient 
to meet the demand of tbe woayors, and large munbera are 
imported from bfidnapore and OhotH NKgpiu. Tbs oocoon rearing 
industry iSi in faet^ no longer of important, though nme 
rearing is carried on witbiu 8 milsa of B&ukur&i tlie cocoons boing 
brought to the market at lUjgr&mi and aln in the KhUrfl ihfti a, 
the ooooousbeing exported to ObaibiU* 

Tho ootton wearing industry is now of little importanoe 
owing to tho imports of ohoapor maohino>made cloth. Coarse 
ootton cloth is still made by liand looms in most parts oi the 
district, Imt is gradually being driron out of the market. The 
Mc^eiAi mevomont is reported to have dons UUls to arrost this 
tondsney in Biukiirft, wbero the inclination oi tho people to 
use oountry-modo olothee is not pronotmoed, and the eUs of 
hfanoboater goods has oonsequonity not decreased. Blan kola are 
woven by small oolosiea it BlioriAli (the shepherd oasts} at 
Lokpur and S^ondndT on tho outskirts of BAnkorA town. It is 
reported that those shepherds were originally Immigrants from 
Gayi, but have sow out off all connection with their native 
district and made BAukiiia tholr permanent home. 

The maniriaolure of loo was formerly oarvied on extensTelj, 
but is on the doolins owing to the oompetition oi cheap foreign 
lao. The )iuinber of faotoriee accordingly decreased from 8d in 
IdOl to 24 in 1906, but rose ogain to 26 in 1906, when the 
outturn wu 4,160 maunds. The chief centre o( the industry ia 
3on&mukhJ. 

The rew Uo is a resiuous incrustotLon, which is produoed 
round the bodies of colonies of the lao insect, after it has fastened 
on the twigs of oarUm trees, sucU os the paiis {BtUca /i‘ond9aa)y 
Auettfs {S/iOTM rolutla) and Asan 

{Tsminak'a l^rnnhu). This insect lives on vegetable sap, wbioK 

V Tbb uccBunk aF (ho lilk tnctnitry of nSnkvTi bfts bent ootipilod Irom V^ K. 
U. tfnkarji's imnognpb on TA« Sfli FaWiot d/9«nfft2{]80a) inU JUforl «• iSi 
at^it ^ Tatttr 9tlk laitttttf jit Sngal 0*4 tU Ctnirttl Frovinu (19W)). 
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i6 Books up b; mwnfl o! a probosoifl from tha soaoulont tittUM 
of thofio ireao. Wbeu the larvco escape from the dead bodies 
of the females, they orawl ebouL iu seoroli of fresh sappy twigs i 
and at the time of ewomliig the twigs of tbo trees misetod by 
them wiU often, be seen to assome a reddish eotoor, owing to the 
ooosttesa masses cd minate larvffi moving all over them. Those 
that aoTTiTe penetrate the twigs and become permanently fixed 
there, till they emerge as inscvta, proceeding in the prcNMSS of 
digestion to transform the sap sucked up by their probosois, and to 
exnde from their bodies a renuoiis inonistation, with which they 
ultimately become inorustei. The twigs continue to bo momsted 
until the crop is collected in Kay to June and OctoW to Novem> 
her, or just before the swamung scasous. 

The iaorusUd twige are colleoted and sold to dealers under 
the of “stiok^lao/' These are dried, broken up and 
oroshed, and tbo lac is pounded and washed under water. The 
washings, when boiled down and oouoontrated, become ** lao-dye," 
and the woehed loo is known oe ** seeddoc. ” The loc is now 
^placed in long eh^ow oloth bags, and these are twisted in front 
o) fires till the lao malts and is squeezed through the toxtoie of 
the begs. *When suiHcisntly cooked, it is spread out on hot 
tubes until it assumes the fem cl large t]>in sheets. These arc 
next taken up by skilled operators, who stand in front of the 
fires, and otretoh the sheets till they beoosie os tbin as paper, 
fonning the “ shellac" of commerce. 

There are three ooUisriea in tho northern estremity oi the 
distiiot adjoining tiie AeousoL subdivioon of tbe Burden district, 
coal bmng fou^ only in a narrow strip along the Dftmedor. 
Of tbeoe only two ore worked regularly, vis., KalikSpor, which 
was opened in 1876, and Jamun&kfcTU»li, oponod in 1900; the 
tiiird, tbe B&nskurS ooUlery, opened in 1897, worked only for 
ax months in 1906, and wss then closed. Both tbe working 
mines have inclines, and machinery is not used for raising 
the cool, whioh is brought to the surface by tbe primitive means 
of baskets carried on the hoads of (ho labourers. The mines 
are amall, and the daily averogo number o! lebonrera employed 
in 1906 was only 46 below ground and 46 above ground. 
The Ubourecs axe Icoal men, gonerally belonging to the Bauri, 
Sant&l end other low castes, end their avemgo doily caroinga are 
shont 4 annes each, or about tbe same as those of agrionUunl 
labourers. The cool is oonaumed locally for burning bricks, 
etc., and is reported to bo of inferior quality. The output is 
detiinirg steadily, owing to the fact that a large proportion of 
the coal needed ^r looal consumption ta now brought by roil from 



OCCPFilTIOMe, UAKVFACTtmBS Aim TftADB. llff 

larger mioea ontoide the ^riofc; the reealt being th&t ibe ftrer^ge 
annual output deoreaaed fron 10,000 tone in the five Teaza ending 
in 1901 to 9,000 tone in the quinquennium ending in 1905. 

I^terite is found nearly oil over tbedietriot, and is qnarried to 
a large eatont for rood metalling, and to a small extent for 
building purpceoe. Fe# rooba proaeut greater, edvantagee from 
iU pooulinr ohenoter. It is euy to out end ahapo when firat dug, 
and it bsoomea bard nnd tough after exposure to the air, vbile 
it looms to be afleoted vary little by tbs weather. Indeed, in 
many of the sculptured stones of some of the oldest temple in 
the district, toe ohisol marks ore as fresh and sharp as vheu thej 
were first built. It is perhaps not lo strong, nor so oapable of 
resisting great pressure and bearing great weights, as some of the 
sandstones or Ihe more eompoot kinds of gneiss ; but It oertalnly 
possesses amply suffloient strength for ell ordinary purpoeas. 

It has beau lately used 4n the old temples, and iho elatorate 
speoimeniof oerTlcg and ornament in some of these skew that 
the nodular itruoturo and irregular surf see of the Istonte do 
not prevent its edeoiive use for inoh purpcesa of ordloary 
ornamentation se mouldings* etc. Slabs of the rooki from 4 
to t feet long, ore easily pioourable. The^ ore quarried in a 
rude but efiootive way; a groove 4e out with s rudely pointed 
pick round the slab, another is mode undemetto, and (hen a 
few wedges driven in split off the blook* The looeer and more 
gravelly forms of laterito are used for road-metal, for wbioh 
purpose they are admirably adapted. 

Large quan tides of stone are also available in the hills, 
and quoriylng woe formedy oorried on at tbe Susunia bill. 
White litoomorgs is obtained under the laterito at a point 
about 12 miles north'oast of Banknra, and inloa is found in 
some parts of the Khllrfi and Kupnr thfinsi, but ita quality is 
so poor that It oonaot be worked profitably, Kaolin is found 
in most parti of the distiiot; it is used locally for whitewashing 
houses, and is also exported to HAnfgan} for tbe poiteiy worki 
there. Gold is reported to ooour in amsU quantities in the sands 
of the Lbolkishoi and Kisai liverB, and ie believed to exist in 
caf'ffona AmbikSnagsr in an eetate belonging to the Tagore 
family. Some peospeotmg work hoi been carried oo, but the 
results were not satisfaotory. 

Btnas and belUmetol utenuls ore made, on a fairly large iirua. 
scale, at Bfinkuril, BisbnupQr and Pstrasiyor. B&nkur& is aud 
to be famous for its large water'Teesels, a hti with a epoat 
being a speciality of the town; ond handsome rioe bowls made 
of wood bound wltii brass, similar to those kuown ss 
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bcirlB,'’ 6re Abo [nrned tni. Tbe tnM nteuib majiuf&otur^d in 
fhii distvici on fflDob priwd io naiiro liootobolda alwwbwa in 
Eaogftl> and oonndanble qn&ntiUM on export ad to Oalontta and 
obhar paria o£ ibe ootmtry. 

No aoeoont of tho ojuiufiutiUM of the dlitriot woald be 
QompUto viihoni a menticpn of tbo iruiigo indutt^, vliiob was 
fonnexl^ cd ooii^4B«Uo importanoo. 'Writiog in 186^, Oolonol 
QaatrcU said that the pnnoipal indi^ oonoomi were tboeo of 
iCr. J. Enkine in the n<^ and of Dr. Oheok in the eonth of the 
(lietriot. T]ie headqurtas of the former wae at Soaftmnhh}, and 
there were ont-fiotoriei at Aeorii, Ooeorifc, NiriTanpur, ltfcrapnr» 
TUoli, Knahnana^ and Oop&lpu. Tho UUer» with head* 
qurtert at Binkurl, bad faetoriee at Si o tor, Hlhri, OndA, 
Biahaupnr, Amdln^, ChampItoU, Jaypnr, Eotalpor, ICbataagor, 
dopllna^ar, Patraeijar, Jlmnri, Bari and Kiskilil. A reftf enoe 
to old mapa ihowi that than were aiao faotoriee at Sinturi 
and 0!ghi naar B&nkurl on the eaei, at Cnipi to the aouth 
on the road, at Rol, and at eereral plaoee along 

the hanka of tbe Dhalkiahor. Tbe bdnitrj haa now oompletoly 
died oni 

inAwii^i. ^ fobaooo maoufaetoriee in the (own ol Biahnupur, 

" ^ from whiob a loonted tobaooo ia exported to almoat ove 7 part 
of Bengal. The prooeei of propantion iakept a (redo aeorot, 
and the pnoe rartea from Be. 6 to Be. 200 per maund. Wood* 
earring la carried on in a imaU way at Binkari and Biihau|)ur, 
hOQjaboId reqoUitoi and eporting matexiala b^ng mannfaotured 
at tbe Uttar place. A new bnameae io fretwork and perforated 
earring in wood and metal haa alao been etartcd at Btnkorl. 
MoUaeea are menufaotnted by the onliiraion aU over tho diatricti 
bni tbe indnatry ia on the define. Penkairee, rteoia and eotaion 
of good qnality are mad* at Slibpur io the India thine, and 
oonob'Bbell omamenta at Btnknri, Biebnvpnr and Patraaiyar. 

Tbasi, Bioe, bram and boU^melal wata, rtlk ehifii, bidea, boma, lime 
aed Uo are tbe chief artielet of export, while tbe imports are 
ooai, I alt, ^eee, ooUon twiet, oobton yam and EoropeeD piece* 
goods. A Roall pari of the trade peeeee through the RinTganj 
and Flnigaih etationa on the Baet Indian Railway, but mo^ 
of it ii oonvayed by the Midoapore*Jbeiril ftoxteaeion of the 
Bttgal'Nlgpor Railway, iddeh paaaee tbroogb tbe diatriot. Tbe 
oonatmotion of the latte line haa inorcaeed ^e Tolumo of trade, 
but baa not yet afforded apeoal iaoJitiea of export and import 
to all the t^e oentrea. ConieqaanUy, wheeled traffic itUl 
coniinnea to a condderable extent ^ but the qxumiity of import 
or export by oarta cannot be asoertainod. The trade of the 
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disiriofc is mostlj oairied on, bj oieane of p^rmaauit mbrkdtf 
and obo ibrcngh the medium of ^<tts ud h\n. 

'iliere is no umformity ia tbo syei^m of weights and meuorM Woighu 
reoogniied in the dietfioi There nre no lesa Lbon three 
of different weighU in the towa of £inkur& alone. Tie., a seer 
of 00, 02 and 80 loiOi, The 6rst is need oxolssiTely by 
doalors in brass utoosilB, the second by retail daoleta for 
WGigUing salt, epiooe, ffeb, vogetablea, eto.i wliilo the third is 
Qsed by wholesolo doolon for all kinds of oomiaoditios^ In . 
other ports of the dUliIet the soer of 00 fo^ds is used by grooers 
and other traders, vheUier wholesale or retail; that of 62 iolds , 
is oomzaon in the Bishnupu; subdivision and io the south*west 
of the headquarters subdiviuon for sll hinds of oomnoditieB \ 
arid a soar of 04 iciit is employsd in the Cbh&tnA outpost for. 
weighing all goods except noo and oil In eoms ports of 
Bisbnupnr and OhhAtnft, ogi^n, a seor of 72 icida is used by 
traders In silk, rioe and oil, while the stuedord seer of 80 toida 
is used for all kinds of goods in Kotolpur, India, S&lioiS and 
GangljolgiiSti. *WholoBalQ doalors in brass eud bdll*metal also 
use weights kno>vn os litd and pai in parts of tlis Kotalpur 
bhKna, a pel being equivalent to 8i io/Aa, vblls the ^isd 
eontoini SO pak or 170 tolOt. For meisixros of oapooity the 
standard ii the pei, the oap&oity of whloh differs very greatly 
in different places, varying from 74 to 105 fo4li. For meanres 
of length tbo Fnglish yard and foot ore in oommon use, while 
the cubit {hdlh or /(ilAi) of 18 inches fa goDcrally used for 
mooBuriog (doth. 

The old laud measure in DftnkorA was oa follows :^1 
Ard'^islS sHafdkt Bengal standard measuxe, or 1 pole 22 yards 
6 feet; 40 kintal uSn 3 kAlH, or 7 polee 2tS yards 2 feet; 

50 irfii 7^ hiff/fOit or 2 acres 2 roods 18 poles, 12 yards 

8 feet; 4 bi^Adt, or 10 aores I rood S4 poles 

12 yards 7 feet. The Bengal standard higAd, whioh was 
introduced with the revenue survey operatiooi, is equal to 1,600 
equate yards, and is divided thus :—20 {/mddasl Maidif or 
5 square yards ; 16 cAAorslsal iiiAd, or 80 sqnexo yards; 20 
fidfidaz^l btffAd, or 1,600 square yards. There ia another dlvzAon 
of the standard ae f^ows 16 pnndda ^ I or 4 

sqnoro yards; 20 ^*wdAeis«al 5iw4 or SOaquaro yards j 20 btttpdf 
esl or 1,800 square yards. 
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OHAMBJi IX. 

HSAI7B OV C0UMUi4I0AT101f. 

DfttiLor* XJmul thd yoar 1002 tkoro w&a no rtilwAy in duirlot^ aivd 
floKtIirx. w«d8t way ol coooLing ib ww to trftTOl Ijy rail to UaalganJ 
wnovk 'oQd tlidsoo by rood, Tko jourooy wab not only oxponsivOf bub 
tediooB. Pint, thoBftmodar bad bo bo oroMod^no ooay mattor 
in the raine, with water ruehing down In flood, or at obLor Boaeons 
of the year in oonw^u^oe of the numerous sandbanks. IlaTing 
arrired on the other ^e of the liver, a weary journey in 
lamsbaokle carte drawn by feeble ponies awaited the traTsUsr 
before he oould reach the town of BinkorL The diffioiiltice of 
the journey be realiaed from the esporionoe of Sir W. W. 
Hunter when travellix^ from Sui? to Hidnapore in 1666. The 
jonroey,” writce Hr. Skrins, in the ^ Sir WVlktHi JFiUon 
*‘was fraught with fatigue and peril, and its incidents 
oontnst strangely with the prosaio foatursa of railway trarol now 
universal throughout India. The Hunters jouraayod by rood in 
their own victoria drawn by a pair, their third horse being seob 
forward st alternate stages. August is tha month least suited of 
the twelve for a flitting, for it is a time of saflocating heat varied 
by downpours, of which those who have never visited the tropica 
con form no oonooption. Ou arriving at the bank of the rivor 
D&modar the luokiM travellers found it a ragiog torrent. The 
only meaus of traneit was a oruy ferry-boat, into which was 
crammed* the viotorla daoked by the hones on either side. Each 
was firmly held by the head, while its master stood behind to 
manipulate a ounning apparatus of rops, so devised that on 
either aoimal showing signs of fraotiousness be would at ones be 
foioed overboard. Then a start was made to orcse the D&modar 
it 6 e.M.) but it was post ten at night era the boat was able to 
nuke a creek on the opposite bank. The hones were lifted 
through the sea of mud left by the rsoeding waters by the help 
of bamboo leverage, and the fan^y, now fairly worn out, made 
their way to the embanked high road and started for the rect 
house. The carriage had not proceeded hx cte the driver saw a 
broad block line bisecting the road immediately in front. This 
proved to be a chasm made by the floods. There was nothiog for 
it but to unhit^ tha hozees, let the cemage down the bonk, and 
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drag it pamfoE; to the oamzait of tiu loed on tbo otlier aide of 
the gap.”* 

nkilwa 7 pov nms through the diabiot from out to rat, 
but intonal oommnnicetiaii ie rendend difficolt b^ the Quy 
unbiidged rirore wlxioh mberseot the disbiot Code if sand in the 
diy weother, with a nanov fosfdable eboam in the ce&tro, they 
swell into tcvzonts in the rains» and b&fflo is freqQoatly izopoded 
for three or fou days at a tfma In the cold and hot weather 
again they form a eerioufi obstaole to tnffio owing to the wide 
itretohes of sand in their dried-np bade ; it is a pitiable eight 
to eee the frondo sbn^lsa of the holloohs to drag thtar oarti acme 
them. Where there is a narrow nnbridged nuUeh to (roes, the 
difficulty is equally great, f« the carter must niber nnlced, and 
convey the cart and its load over eeparaiely, or let cart, bnllooka 
end the load go fall ernng into the nullah, and take their 
of either b^g upset at the bottom or of getting stiiEdent impetua 
to np the other side. 

Sxcept for the defioieaoy of bndgee, however, the roads of the 
district are, on the whole, exoellent, and piaodcally orary port is 
well^provided with them except the soiLth*west comer round 
Caipur. The fsolitios for road^mahing are naturally good, the 
lateritio s<^il nfterflng .jn-ianjihatmphjg wirtnl • 

ieddee the th^tv roads, there are aumuotB oeit roads and 
intereecdng the oountry in all dnecdone, and rendesng the 
transit of light loads by carts and paek-bnUoab easy. 

^e only railway in the diateiet is a branch of the Bengal* Baii- 
Htgpur lUilway, known as the Hidn^)ore>JherrU extension ox 
the Kharagpui'Acansol hmocb. Its length within the diitriot is 
about fiO inilea, and there are 7 stations, vis., Pi&rdob&, RiabTin. 
pur, mmsSgar, OndSgr&m, Binhnri, Ohhltnft, and JhanUpftl^. 

The line ooesee the Birai river near Bi^mupur and the 
Bhalkuhor a few milsa east of Bknhori, the bridge over the 
nvei last named being a fine piece of engineeriTig work. There 
is also a proposal to oosstrusi a chord line from Howrah to 
B&nknrft, which would join bus nilivay at Bishnopur. Tbe 
principal object of this oonneotxon wooid be to sopply Oalontta 
with an aUemadre route from the United Frovinoss and 
f^orthem Tpd{» to thaS affoMed by the East Indien Bailway; 
its immediate efieot, eo far as th« distnct is oonoemed, would bo 
io bring it into direct ccsnmnnkation with C^outta. 

Tbe Public WcFrks B^artment msdnbuns altogether 58} milee Roam. 
of roads in the district, of whi^ 55^ milea are metalled and 3 
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are usjnetolled; wh\U the Difitrioi P^oard m&iutainB 61 
milea o£ loetftlled and 64L mi^oa oi nnmotalled TO&da> bendcB 
a suiobar of Tillage loada (all TmmebfUled} with axl aggregate 
length of 105 milea* The (oliowing u a brief acoouct of the 
prinapal roads of the distriot. 

UoiiZMj. The only rood ha ^ disirlot mamtalood from ProvinoUl 
funds is the PAalganj-Midnapore road, of wbioh 0$J niiloe Lie 
vitbin the dietiiot; It is at proaent kept up by the PiatHot Board 
for tbe Pablie Works Pepartmoct. StartiDg from the P&modar 
riTer, it passes aoutbwttds tlirough Mejift ajid Cr{mg&^'a1gh&^ to 
the toim of BSnhnrfi. Tlionoe it l ans to the sonth-east^ parallel 
wth the railway, through Ondi and Blalmupar, ontoring the 
b&dnaporo dlstiiot a short distanco to the south of the Pifirdobft 
railway station. Near Biehxmpar tlioie is o short loop xoadf 
whieh branches off at Ibe Blrai riTer, and passing to the west of 
tbe town of Bislmupur, rojoins the main road about a mite from 
tbe town. Of tbe 58} miles lying within the district, all but 3 
miles are tasUlled. Most of tbs strsaras over wjiiuh it passes 
ksTO been bridged ; but there aro no bridgee otst tbe Osadbeswai'l 
and Dbalkuor near B&iikur& or over the BirM near Biabnupur. 
The D&modar is unbridgod, and oonss^iusn^ oommnnicaiion 
with lUnlgani is l i cc w j^ tiV? .vafna. tho liTor 

bemg often impassable for days togothor when it is in higi; 
dood. 

The moat important ro&ds maintuned by tbe District Board 
radiate from Ba^urft and Bishnupur. To the west of Binkurfi is 
a road 17 znilee long, known as the B&nkiir&*Bag)xun&thpur road, 
which leads to B&munshUan, ssid. ostablishos commnnioation with 
Eaghun&thpur in M&nbbilni. Two ixnpoitant roads brnnob off 
from this road, one running from Balpur to Moheseft (9 milee) on 
toe sonlh-weet and thence to PuroUS, while another spikes north 
from OhhStnft to 5aBani& and tbonoe through KusthoU& to Mejii 
(21 miles). On the south of BinkurS tiiere are two roads, 
ooe, the Bftnknr&>Kb&trS road, running south-west through 
Indpnr (6 miles) to XhBtr&, 21} miles from BSnkur&j while ibe 
other, the BinhurS'Biupnr rood, goes south*east to T&l^agri 
(15} miles) and thsooe rid Slml&p£ (8} milee) to Xlupux, which 
u atuated 38} miles from Bsnknri. To toe north-east a long 
road, known as ths Binkuift-Burdwan rood, leads from !i9nkuri 
through Beliatore (12} milee) to Sonimnkhi (25 miles) and 
. thenoe through KrishBonagor to Baldwin; its Isugto within 
the district is 41} milea This used to form part of the direct 
route between BSskuii and Caloutto, a tolal dutanoe of 86} 
miles. 
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iFroia Bldraupur two imporioDtDietiiot Board roads bra&ob 
off. The Bni, known as the BiehaupU7«P&sJi^b read, runs da4 
north through doQ&inukhS to Bftng&mohu on the D&modei river 
(knd ihonco to P&D&gaib, ifca lougth in the dietriot heiug 26 milos. ^ 

The eeooad, known Eistlxe Biebnapn^Howiah road, runs tbroagh 
Jaipur and Kirzftpur to £LOtalpur and thenw into tho Howrah 
di^riot, 28 milos lying within this diatriot; £nni Kotalpur a road 
branohosoff to Ind&s aad thenoe to Hoi, uliimatoly joining the 
BftiikiU‘&>Burdw6n rood a Ettlo distanoe beyohd the north*eastein 
boundary. The only other itada oaUisg for separate sotioe an 
thoie ia tho oortU«weat of the dietriot^ viz., a road horn Gengftjal- 
gb&tl to S&ltorfi, IS^'nilea loag, wliioli paeses through KusthoUl, 
where it oroaMe tho OhhBtnl*Meji& road, and a road from Mejil 
eld iSkltori toMarain (UkinitM), whioh ia part of iheBlnlganj- 
PuruUl road. 

In oonolnding thia of the roade of BAnkurA, mention Miiiury 

may be made of tho old Military Grand Truck Bo&d from 
Oaloutia to.the north-woet. It outers B&nkuiA from Bordw&n, BmS. 
and trAveraing tho aoutbeim half of the dietriot, runs in a north¬ 
westerly diroation south of and nearly paxullel to (he DiialkiBhor, 
oodentora the kl&nhbQm dietriot near the Tillage of liagbuaitbpur, 
pasnng on iU way through Kotalpur, Bishsupor, Ondl, BJmkuri, 
and Obhatak. L refareneo to tbo map will show that this road is 
now divided into thiss eooUone, vU., port of the Bishnupnr- 
Howrah road, part of the HAntganj-Midnapore toad and part of 
tbs Biukuri-^gbunAthpur ro^. Formerly, the sootioa from 
BtnkurS to Bislmnpur was much need by pilgrims on their way to 
the groat temple of Jagannith at Puri, but moet of the pONengor 
traOio, ae well as port of the oort trofHo, has now boon absorbed by 
tbo railway. 

Not far from the road at H&ma&gar, a few mUoe weat of 
Biehnupur, and at 8Algb&i&, a short distanoe from Ondi, some 
lofty towers may atlU be seen. These are interesting relim of a 
aohome entertained by the Indian Goremmeot early in the 
nioeteenlb century (1820-80) for the construction of a ssriefl of 
towers, 100 foot high and at intervals of 8 miles, for eomaphore 
signslliog all ths way from Oaloutta to Bombay. In those days 
the word * telegraph' was applied to the method of signallbg by 
means of a eomapbore, and we therefore find these towers marked 
on old reaps as telegraph stations. 

The ooQveyanoes in common use oonsist of buUook oarts, pack- couv« 7 . 
bullocks and ydikes, which call for no special deecRption. One 
oonveyance is, bowevsr, peculiar, vis., the ordinary tumtum or 
dogoort with bamboo shafts, the peouliaiity being that, instead of 
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A boTMf there are oso or two mea in the ebafU, who dr&w the 
Tdhiole along b 7 pualiiog agaioat o rope tied between them. 

The only oa^gable risers in the dietriot ere tbo D&modar and 
K&aai, but ^ere u pnoticolly no riTor*horne iraffio exoopt timber, 
which is ftoatod down the D&modar. During the raine numbere 
of logs ere fostoned together by ropes to form rafts known locally 
as n\A}ti with thzeo or four men to etoer tbom. The rafts are 
sometimes dO to 60 ya»ls long, and generally ten or twelre are 
launched together from the tunber-yidding tmota higher up tbo 
river. The trade. howoTer. is deoliniug on aeoount of the denu¬ 
dation of the forests towards the souroes of the Dftmodar. 

The Dislriot Board maintains 18 ferries, of whioh the most 
important is that aorosa the DAinodar at Bftugimetifl. Moat of 
tlie ferries ply only daring the raina when tbo rivers and streama 
are in dood, the poasengors and goods bomg traniporied in 
ordinary oouniry boats and diig.outa Floats resting on invsrted 
euthsQ pots, and rofta made of lolapitb, ore used for eiussing'tiie 
smaller atreama, and the latter are tito used by fisbormen to stand 
.on when throwing their nets. 

There are Jiltogstber dOO miles of postal oommonioation in (he 
district and 67 post offloas. i.c,, one pest office for every dD iguare 
miloi. The number of postal ai'tiolce deliverod in 1008-07 was 
l,Ddl,dd2. including letters, poateards, pachote. liowspapora. and 
parcoli i while the value of money orders paid vroa 0,80,429 
and of those issued Its. 6.46,261. The number of Savings Bank 
depoaits 10 the same year was 6,346, the amount deposited being 
lU. 2,68,760. There are 4 i>oelal-tologrikph offices, from which 
6,998 mosaagea wore iiauad in the same year thsea effioea are 
atuated at B&nkiiri, Bishuupur, Cfangljatgb&ii and Sonftmukbl. 
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oiupteh X. 

hK^tiUnVUms ADMINIffnUTIOK. 

BKruKii Briiisli rule wai ecUbluked, the whole of the duifiot, tti rivimcii 
now oosatituted, with the exoeption of ihinu Raipur aud Kh&txft bii»bt» 
aod of the woatom portion ol the Binkurfi thine now iaolndad 
in the Ohhltnl outpost, woe oomprued within the territor 7 of the 
IU]l of Biahnupui', the deeoeudent of a long line of independent 
or tributary ohi^. On the cession of B&nknrl, the lUjl was 
reduced to the position of an ordinary l&nd-holdsr. In 1763 
a ssttlomout of his ostate was mode with tho then HljS, Ohuton/a 
Siogh, the land reTsime payable being dxed at tla 6,81,708: a 
copy of tho kiibHUj/tU signed by Mr. (afterwords Sir) Arthur 
HesUxige, dated Indfts, the dth August, 1783, is slJU preaer/ed in 
ths OoUwtorote at BlukurS with an ekt tirnimd signed k the 
Nigri ohuaeUr by the EljL At the doconuiai settlement 
Ohaitanya Singh engaged to pay 4 lakhs of mpeei annually u 
land revenue; but this aum ho was unable to pay, for his estate was 
impoverished by the famine of 1770, by the lawless state of the 
country, which had for many years past been overrun by banditti, 
sad by costly lidgiUon ^^th a rivid oUimnni The result was 
tiiot, focn after sxsoutiog tbs agroemeot, the Kiji failsd to 
meet his engagements; and in default of payment of revonne, tho 
Bishnnpur pargantt was split up into smaUer eatates, whioh were 
either idi or settled under separate engagements with the subor¬ 
dinate iAhtkddri already in poaesaion. 

In this way 12 separate estates were formed, vis., in 1721, 
^ahu&ri now indndad in the Qan^jalgh&ti th&ni, Kariaun^ 
in Id die and Kotalpur, Barsisli and Hutbalsiia India, Baytil, 
Hutdeara and Kotalpur in Kotalpur, and F&mUft iu Sooimolcbl; 
in 1798 JSmtlift in Ondl and the e^te known as the Jungle 
Mah&l; and in 1800 Sushilkol and Banohli in the Bishnnpnr 
thina. The following portions ol estates were also separated and 
settled with talukdin in 1791, vis., MlUlrfl in the Gangftjeighfiti 
thSna, and 6bih&rjor& and Kismat Sh&h&rjorl in llarjorft. 

Among th^ estates the Jungle Mahll oeUe for special mention. 



ilAKKrttA. 


1^24 

LftTgo porfcioafl oi the old dstato of Buhnupur under JuDglo* 
ftud tbe timber, firewood, bonoj, wax, oto., whieb tbej yielded, 
formed a valuable souroe of revenue. Tlio right of coUooting these 
juogb products was fanned out by the lUjd, and the revenue be 
doomed thereby vrei oolled the Juuglo Mabfil, end iiad uotbing 
to do with arable lend. But eftor«i*erdi, when it wee formed into 
e aepante eetate, the none of Jungle MuU&l woi given to tbo 
whole area from which jungle products ^voro eoUeoted, eomo 
port of which woe olosred and cuUirated, while the rest remained 
eoverod by jungle. 

Bren al(or these portioni of tbo uUte had boon dotaohed 
and sold, tho lUjR was unable to pay tbo asuesed rovonuo. 
Ooxueq^uontly the portion of hie ostato which still remAiaed was 
eventually put up to aaetion lu August 1606 in satiefootion of 
arrears of load revenue. At that time, no Udividual would bid 
above Bb. 1 , 60 , 000 , and Oovernmeut aooonliugly booame tbe 
purcbaier for that sum. On the 13tb November in the some 
year It was again put up for sole by Government, and putobaiod 
for lU. 2,16,000 by Ibe hCabirftja of Durdwfcn, whose property it 
itUl is. 

Though the revenue*paying property had thus been disposed 
of, tho lllj family rdlainod some proportioe eonsietiag of ( 1 ) 
lands, which had boon ginnted reubfree by lllghObaitanya 
Singb or his predoooeeora to rolations, and (2) lands granted 
rsat>free for tbo mainteuaoco of idols. A ocnaiderable area had 
been ttiigned for tbs latter puipowi and even after the estate of 
Uisbonpur had been sold oi! in ISO 6, these aseignmonte hold good, 
tbe B&j family remaioing in pesseeeien as lelailt. Altogether 108 
idole are, it is reported, lUU maintained on the estate, among which 
may be mentioned Modes Mohm, B&dhft 6yim, Aneota Deva and 
Mrinmayl at Bishnupur, Syftm Oh&nd at Bidh&mobanpur, Goknl 
CbAnd atGohulnagar, Siva at Ekteswar, BUmkriihasjlatS&br&koo, 
and Brlndsban Chandra at BlrtinghA. As regards the hAbttdn 
lands, i. 0 ., Unde held reot-£ree by relations of the Bishnupur 
Jttjds* Sir Oharlee Blunt, who was appelated OommiMiooer of 
Bishnupur in Booember 1801 and held charge of theoffioe until 
it was abolished in 1606, proposed ^he rosomptioa by tbe Elj 
family of rent-free lands In tiio porfj^rta in April 1603. This 
prbpoeel was saoetiooed, and the iilmin lands were resumed ou 
behalf of the Buji. There are still a number of revenue-free 
estates stsndiog in tbe name oi members of tbe family, besides a 
few stDsU reveaue-payin g estates, whioh were original ly revenue- 
free properties, but were inboe^uently roaiimed as invalid 
holdings and settled with the BijA. 
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Uea witlua tbo googra- 
pbieal Umiti ol this 
diatriot, but is borne 
on the revonud roll ot 
U&QbbDin. The itate- 
meok in the mtr^ 
ebowi the different jwganat, their area, and the tbluas or 
outposta within whiob tbe^ are sitoatod. 

The most uapoitnnt ovont in the subsoqueut roTsniie history OMMli 
of the dUtriot hoe been the setilemoot of tbo Inode held "by 
The ghalviit appear to liaTO beoD originally a 
military body man employod by the Eijis of Blshnapur to 
defend the oountry against the inouruom of the Mar&this and 
other InTodere, and gonerally to maiutam peaoe within their 
borders. As ragarda ^e y/fdtt for whidh tbay were rosponfible» it 
may bo axplained that, though the word itMlf denote a pase of 
Borne hind, thoir dutiae were not ooadnad to the proieotiou oi 
passes through the hills. Some it is true, were hill-passee 
in the sitiot sense oi the term, but otUars morely ambraoed a 
section of an ordinary road, and others again nothing hut areas 
of open country, which niight oontain one or more Tillages and 
might not be traTemed ty any rood at all. In return for their 
Bervioee the ffhdftfiBU had aesignnienta of land granted to them 
aubjeot to the payment of a quit-rent oallod jxtnchak, andeaoh 
asaignmente obnslituted the ffhdiiciii tonuree. 

These tenures were of throe hinds, vi 2 ., (1) tftrkiy} panclifrki, 

1 . 0 ., those in which the panofioii ox ouit^rent was realued bv 
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ChT^niment dirtoti (2) suimUf/dri pane^aki, or UioM In vLloh 
tbd qaiUrents weifi arcalg&uatad witli tho luul reTsnue of n 
pamt estate and leolUod tlarougK tUe xamfnddn, and (3) 
is>/aacA 0 A*i» or tlioao in wbioh uo quit-rent of auy kind was 
realised. Tbe tenuree of tbe third olots oaU for no expliuiatioo, 
but an oooount of the origiJi of the first two oksses maj bo 
gif on. Die taminddri pfine/iokl lands cMSuiated of lands forming 
portioni of tKe old Bishnuput estate sold for arroars of rovonue 
betwoen 1791 and ld02» for vLlali the panehak or quit-ront 
was paid to (^oferumeiit through tho samTiLdfir. Bbo tnrkdri 
panfi/uih lands oousisted of ffHltedli tsuuioa bolonging to 43 
aad ooropnsed the greotei* portion of tbs tliAuos oi Biukuri, 
Ondi and Blshnupur. At tho olose of tho 16th century, tbs Bsjn 
of BUhimpur found that he had no control over the ff/kUKi/i, 
who refuted to pay the pano/tak due from them, life, thsrofore, 
agreed to mako over these gWi to doverament, on oonditioo 
that he was given an abatemeot of revenue eiqual to the amonot 
oi pttnohak phjthXt io him by the gkiitsiii. This orrangemoat 
was made by Sir Charles Blunt, OommiauoDer of Bishnupur, in 
1802; and it woe agreed that if Government ahould ever dispense 
with the ierfioes of the gkaivah, the lands ahould be re-anoexsd to 
tho samlnddri (i.i., of Bishmipur or tho aamTnd&ri to which they 
then appertained oi* iu the ambit oi whioh thoy ’ivcro included 
when that samiudfiri was eottled). By the solo of the Bisbnupur 
wtatos in 1806 the MohlUiJft of Buidwan auoooedod to the 
righU oi the E&ji of Biahnupur, hat tbs lauds have oontioued 
to be known as tarkdri paNcAslJ, as tho panckak or qult-ront has 
been realised by Government since 1802. 

The original area of the lands held by ghatioah betwoon 1791 
and 1802 is not knows, and tho first information we liave is 
regarding the wrAdvi pcnckaH lauds soporated in 1802, whioh, 
aooording to Sir Oharlee Blunt, had an area of 85,282 (ng/iOt 
and half a mausd. This area, however, was not asoertainod by 
measurement, but was based on the assertions of fbe gk^luiia 
themselves. From 1805 yearly lists of tho g/MfciU lands called 
im-nffeiti or nd/^^dri were complied from the statements of the 
ghalvdISf but no relianoe can be pUcod on those lists; and it Is 
not till the revenue survey of 1854*56 that we have any oleai 
record of the area in the poesesuen of ffhiiviia. AxMording to 
this survey, the area of the sarkdid pavckfiki lands held by 
y^d<tr<l/s was 186,586 bigkOi, of the aaminditi panckakl lands 
130,858 MyAds, and of the lands 2,971/.tpAdf, making 

a total of 269,865 l/iffhAt ot ghiitrdli lands b^onging to the old 
Bishoupur .estate. Subsequently a surroy (made betweea 1679 
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«sd 1^87) wofl undori&k^n to defconnino preolselj the area of 
the ghsticAii land; and it is reported that thej oompriae altogether 
520,000 biphit {i.e.y about 170,000 aores), $/jrleafi pcncfulsi and 
b^’fianofin^ t lande oooountmg: 170,000 bighAf and zanttndiri 

fiancH'i lande for 350,000 bi^fids. The number of urA’Ari 
paithahi phM ie 49, oJ hi-penchaH gh&ti 0, and of xomindAH 
pf^Mhak^ ghaa 218, making a total of 270 ; and the p^n9h9k 
mlUed woa 10,H0O, yU,, lie. 6,000 for the taikurj prtnefiaH 
ItmdB and Its. 0,800 for tlie tnminrlAi'i pmuhoh lande. 

Nominiilly, the ghAlxfiU oonetitated a body of rural police, 
y/ho bore ike generio same of yh&ivily but were dirided, 
occcvding to their speftol funotione or to the tenures they held, 
into seTcral olaese*, such ae tard&i' ghiindl, sorffA/, digi/' and 
The reeponeibUity of keeping the roods open and o! 
proteoticg fcraTellere from robbery rested with ghAiwAh 
generally j but the man* at tbeir head wse called tar dir, the 
men next in rank and immediately subordinate to him was 
the tadiAly wh^e the lAbedAyt were immediately enbordinste to 
the latter. 

The duty of the tnrdAt' was to ooUeot pmekaJi or quit^rent 
from the tadidit and iAbedAr ghilUfdU, to pay the game to Goverzu 
roest or to the samlodar, as the cese might be, to depute gkAitcdh 
for keeping wotob and ward io the yilUges or on roods, to oasist 
police offioers in inTeetigations, and to perform o^er poliee 
dutiee, when neoesrm’y. The tadiAis bad to ooUeot ptmc/tak from 
the tdUdAn, to pay the eame to the tardAr, aod to lupervise the 
work of the ghAiviU. In some instances, slso, they were deputed 
for watch and wud duiiee in the Tillages and along the roads. 
The dnty of the iAUddf gkAtail was to keep watoh over a ghity 
M,, generally a vtUage or a group of two or more ylUsges, as 
well os oeitain portioas o£ road, He was also required to give 
information of any odenoe oogaisable by the police oomiDitted 
within bis ghAl and to report bltths aod dMths, for whioh porpoee 
he had to attend the poUoe atnUon periodioaUy. 

Id psrgatuu Mabiewar&, Snpnr, AmbikSnagor, Raipni, 
Fhnlkueni, Sy&msundarpur, SimlipSl and Bb&Uidil^ those 
who performed the duties of sardSrs were colled and the 

dig Art of the last se?en parganat ezeioiaed the powers of head* 
omutables, wheu those parganm were in Msnbhiim. In porganat 
MahiawaiA and 0hh6tn& again there was a class called jd^idAft, 
who in the f ormor pdrgana performed the duties of tardAn, and 
in the latter the duties of ghiitcAh. 

Tl>e duUee of the ghAiteAk, bb a body, dlifersd from tboee of 
the Tillage eftaakidAjt, in that they were exeroisod not within tho 
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aa mob, bcit vithm an ana roagblj daUrminad by iama* 
morial ouB^oiR and known qb a Ths ImI^ of foreo may bo 
daeoribed u rural patrols wooing on atatad baato, which did nol 
neodOBanly cdnoida with auj Una of diitriot or Tillaga road. A 
faw did naafol work in proTa&dng or raporUng onmo, and more 
nraly, in aaBialing in its doiao^n, bnt as a mlo tbay Q(g]Gotad 
^air datias. Ths was, in foot, an anachronism, ilia 

oircumstaneea whioh led to iba oroation ol tha aerrioa liaTmg long 
smoa caaaed to axufc. The fkiMJt were praodeally nacloae for 
police pnrpo&es, and with no dafinita doiies to panfono, they became 
in time parpeinton or abottois of Ofifne. As late as 1873 tlia 
Hagistrato of Binknrft roportod that *Hboy haTe or UciTa bad 
tha npniation of ooncoiirfing robbanea, doooitiae and the lika.” 
This was no new faators, for we find 8ir CSmrlas Blnnt reporUng 
in 1802 that “inaUad of proteotbg the perpme teem tha depia^ 
doiions of others, they hara readily seised arary opportnnity 
of jorning the inraden, and many of them are by profeaaon 
dsooita.*^ 

' Erantaally, in 1876 a Bill wu inbodnoad in tha Bengal 
Gounal with a sUtament of objaota and reaaone to the affect 
f hst —“ The gkaivAU are doing as little police work as thay like, 
and that little as inafbaenily as they chooeo, and ore dispntmg 
tha oathori^ of the kfagietxata to make them do anything, while 
the Hsgiebote Imnsolf hU doabt as (o what hie lawful anihonty 
is. The azpediency of tagislation is thareforo manifest.’’ The 
Bill, which was passed in April 1877, lacogmnod the hereditary 
title of g^aiieiU whose familifle bad ba«i in pooeanon since the 
Pemunant Settlement. The heir of on heredituy gkiUvil ooold 
only be passed oter on certain definite grounds of unfitneee end 
wi& the sanction of the Local Govenunant. Tha daiiaa of 
ghiiviit were laid down, and panaliiea for their neglaot were 
preeoribed. AlieDotton of gldfirdh lands was forbidden; laastf 
were not to be binding on a gHuedii sucoeosor and no cavil oonrt 
was to anferfoin a suit by a dismissed gh&heAi for the posaatsion 
of serrioe londa The ^ceroy and Ootemor*Ganeial, however, 
withheld his aaent from the BiB, on the ground that the loo&l 
l^islatore ooold not oust tbo jnjiidiotion of the dvil oonrt, and 
also baoaase of varioas inoonBstexmUe aod defeote in tbo wording 
of the BUI. 

It wu then determined to have a eorvey of all tiis 
lands sad a record of the rights of the ghdlvdU in order to separato 
the lands held on a variety of otha titles or no title at ^; to 
ascertain what lands were really gh^beili, by whom they were held 
8Rd on what terms td semoe, oto., so tiiat di^tee mi^bt bo ^ 
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m end &&d pMper s«moe demanded in ntum lor iho boldingi. 
The work wu oommenoed b 1579, but at the end ol 1884 
it von found that the sorref had ooot &n onormouB sum ol 
money, and prodnood nothing hat a long list of oivil nuts, in 
vluoh Qoremment woa bound to fail. l£i. Bulof, o.t. (nov 
Bu H. H. Hieley, k.o.i.h.) was tbon deputed to ooxnpromise 
the enita and huixig the surrey to a oloM ae qniekij ae posaible, 
both of irhioh objeots he effected. The total number of tenures 
demuoated ae phatvaii rrae 0,011, with an area of 160,603 
aoros or 2,430 square miles, and the coat cl the prooeedinga 
amounted to Be. 63,380. The eurrej was completed in ldSO-87; 
and on its baais an amicable eettlement ol the ghAtirAi* lands 
waa undertaken in Korembet 1894. These prooeedinga are 
approaohing coxDpIetion. 

In all oases in ’^hioh aeUlement hte been effeated, tbs 
ghAlKiU conoemod hare been released from police duties. The 
panohoh hae been aboliehed, and they pay the rent aseeased for- 
their land. The oseeaimenta Ijoyo been made oocordiog to 
prerailiQg rates oa rogards lands in the direct occupation of the 
ghiwAAUf bat as rogords lends held by them through their tenants, 
70 per oant. ol the rest realised by them from tbs latter has been 
accepted as the aisoeemuot. L oonoeesion of 26 per cent, of the 
total assosement hae been allowed to the pA<Utf4/i in considera¬ 
tion of the fact that they have been enjoying the lande from 
generation to genomtion on payment of a mall quit-rent. The 
remaining 76 per cent, of the aeeeeament is being divided equally 
between GoTemment and the samind&rs, the Qoremmest demand 
being fisted in perpetuity. 

This amieablo settlement hsa been made poaaibli by the 
peoulior nature of the tenuroe. Up to the present there have 
been three partise supposed to be beneficiaries in the land, the 
State, the samTndir and the yhSitfAl. The State hoe ooneented to 
the eettlomeut, as hithorto there has been but little retam lor the 
heavy exponditure incurred on eurreys and litigation in oonneotion 
with these tenures, and because the peoulior distribufioa of the 
sen ice land rendered it impossible to arrange for adequate asrnoe, 
s.p., one part of the district bad more ghMoAlfi than could be 
employed on any uiefal purpoee, while another part had not 
enough for the necessary watch and ward on the roads. The 
samlnd&n again received nothing but the quit-rent from the 
ghMmii whereas in I he case of the pavahofii lands the 

lands are now being mado integral portions of the eetatea in 
whioh they ore situated, the rental .aesessed being paid to .the 
landlords, who ag^ pay (^venunent the revenue agreed upon. 

% 
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for tlid ffhdit uunu tlid pancJiol’ foroidrlj rooelTdd hy them ftiid 
moluded m the menue demaad. Ae regards the ffhHicdk, ae Die 
tai'ddra gte^r rioher, tho^ tended more and moro to peso as lAad> 
holders, and the ohUgation of personal service, freqnenUj^ inTolTmg 
the payment of hWkmul io escape huUying by the rogi\lar 
police, beoeme extremely distaeteM to them. TJie fAicddn, on 
the other band, vero oonatmitly in trouble between the needs of 
their onltiTotion and the reguiiomenfe of the t)iAna in the matter 
of patioL Ceeidse Oiia, the abolition of the system liee been 
ooquiceoed in by tho [fAdivd/a as relieving them from the risk of 
forfeiting Ihoir tonares by dismisool for disobeying oidore. Snob 
oases hi^ occurred, and 'whon an onisidor ^YH& appointed to 
SQOoeed to a vaeonoy orestod by diemissol, the family kit its land 
for good. 

IBiTATia. Aooording to & return for the ysoi' lS87-d8 tlie number of 
eetatee borne on the jevenne roll was 910, with a onirsDt revenue 
demand of Bs, 4,58,000. The total number of estate in 1907 
was 1,148, and the land revenue domand was Ba. 4,83,00 0, 
representsug an inoresas of 20 per oent. in tho nuabor of estates 
and of 6 per oent in the demAnd during 20 years. Of these 
eaUtos, 1,071 with a demand ol Be. 4,81,000 are pormanontly 
settled,. inolnding a certain number added- reoenily by tho 
resumption and settlement of lands. The remaining 

estates are mainly estates which wore formerly held revenno-fcoe 
but weie afterwards resumed by liforoniineat and 
assessed. Most of these wore at first wttlod tempomrily, but 
this error was reoUfied In January 1865, when the Board of 
Bevenue dlreoted thatallsottlementsof reenmod idHii dJ BvthUt 
ahonld be revised, and settlemenU effeoled witli the proprietors 
in perpetuity. Besides the 1,071 permanently setiM estates, 
there are 72 eetntes of wtuoh Government ie the proprietor, 63 
with a demand of Bs. SCiO being temporarily settled eetates, 
while 19 with a demand of Bs. 1,000 ore under direct manage* 
ment. Tbe former aro mostly pet^ estatee formed out of tbe 
surplus rood-side laud oloog the ^nlgan j*KidDapore rood, d'ha 
latter include oeriiun town khiU mafidlt and ore also unimportant 
properties, which have been bought in by Government at ealea 
for arrears of revenue. 

Tnrusn. The tenniee of Binkurft eomisi of proportioe held imder the 
iamlnd&rs and comprise (<s) patni iiluk'>, with their subordinate 
tenune called dm-patnl and upalni, {li) tnnkin'rari taiuksy (e) 
ialimran tdiuki, and {d} ijdrOa including d/n-iyar/ts and zffr-i-fieakgi 
ifdt'dt. The following is a brief doeoription of each of these 
tenures I 
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K bfts Iwtfi ftlfudy 2 Dmiion 6 d tbo fiij& of 3iihnupui'ft PMrt 
Mtaio beouno bnkea sp towudi Uie aid of tho IStli odntoiy^ 
and tbft^ m 1806 4 ooD&doraUa portion of it via poicJiaisd hy the 
Hahflr&jS of Budvrlo, wLo gTsdoaUp bocatno the proprioto of 
foixr of tbfi most mportaat esUfw Ia the district, vis , Biahoupor, 
Bdrobosiri, ITaripint^a^ and tha Jqb^o Oo tbaso 

eatatee oommg into bis poosoason, ha oraated ondar.tanum, 
Iqio^ oa paiHi iMi», ntoUar to titoae in axittoioo on liia laiga 
estates in Bnidv&n and olhar distxiob. ^ palni tanora is, in 
affeot, a lease wbicb biada its holder hy tenci and condition 
flimilar to those by i^cdi a coparior landlord is boond to tha 
State. By Begnlattos ZLtV of 1783 the proprieteva of eetatca 
were allowed to grant leasM for a period not axoeadiiLg Id years, 
but tbu provision «aa ruanded by section 3 of Eegolatioa Y 
of 1813; wbiLe byBegolation X7111 of tbo seme year proprietors 
were declared oomp^ont to grant laaeea f« any period avan in 
perpetni^. Finally, Eagedation Vni of 1819, known aa ^ 
Fatoi Solo law, deolared the validity of these pemanent tanoras, 
defined bha ralative rights of tha suDlndirs and their sabordinate 
pfitni and sstabUehsd a summary process for the 

of such tanures in ei the samindlr'i demand of rant. 

It also legalised under'Isttmg on dmilar terns by the painidifi 
and others. 

the panang of the Pati^ Bale Law, this form 
of tenure has hoen voy popatar with samtodSTS who wish to 
divest themselves of the direct maaagftrasnfc of thrir proper^, 
or part of it, or idio wish to tame money in the shape of a bonus. 

It may be described as a tancre created by the amlndar to be held 
by the leasee and his hahn or transferees for ever at a rent died 
in perpetuity, snbjaot to the liabdli^ of asnohnent on sale of 
the parent mUte for arrears of Qoveniincnt xersnue, unlese 
protected a^net the rights exerosable by anotion purchaaere 
by common or apecdal registry, as pxesoibed by sections 87 and 
39 of Act XI of 1869. The tenant is called npon to fuitiuh 
ooUataial seonriiy for toe rant and for his eonduot generally, or 
he is excused from this obligation at toe sam!ndir*8 dieoretioD. 

Under-tenures created by pesniddn are called dirya^si, and 
those created by ddrpatuidin are called i^s/aJ tenures. These 
onder-tonxues sre, like the parent tenores, pennsoant, transferable 
and heritable; and have generally the seme rights, priTileges, 
and responabiUiles attaohed to them. Th^ axe xisueily granted 
on payment of a bonna. Section IS of Eegnlatioa YIIl ot 1S19 
providee rultt for slaying toe sale of a pe^nl, if it take# place 
owing to toe intentional withholding of payment of rent by the 
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patnidir mill the object of rmain^ hie nbordinate tenuro* 
holdexe. lo sooli oftaee, the imder^taoeiite axe albwed the meaoa 
of eoving the pafni tenme oad thoii owa cadar-toiareSi bj 
ifito the Oolleoior'a ofBco tlie adTor^sed Menoe due to the 
eft min d&y. Tho peffll tenaio eo pxeeerred fonos the uewBearj 
eeouity to the depoatore, who have a Ueo on it in the eome 
menne; se if the loan bed been made upon mortgage. The 
depositoia na^ then ap^fdj to the Oolleotor for obtauung 
immediate poweseitm of die deFaulter’e tenure i and the defaulter 
will not reeorer hie tennio, *'exc^t upon repaTmoDt of the 
entire earn adraDoed, witli b t exoa t at the rate of 12 per oenl per 
tcnnnm up to tho doto of pOMesaion haTing bean giren^ or upon 
Mhihifcing proof» iu a regufox init to be inetitotod for the purpoee, 
that the full amoust eo advanced, with intoest, hea been roelieed 
from the ueoiruot of the tenure. 

i8Aitm tennree ue a daaa of ienuiee o! a peculiar natnxo, 
created by Gorerament at the settlemmt of reaumed IdkArr^ 
Tillagee. Doxiog tiie invealigationfl whi^ were made into the 
validity of the rent-free tenari* of the dietriot, eererol TlUagee 
were disoorered to be held under invalid grants. They 

were xeeamed; and in the ooune of the meaeuremeat end 
veeeemeiit of the tenante* holdrnge praUaunary to the eattbmont 
of the villages by Gorermnaiii, eeverel small liMrdj holdiogs wero 
found. These were separately measozed and auoeeed, and thoir 
propriatora were called npon to entex info a aetilement on the same 
prindple ae wee obnrred in the eettleonent of the entire village— 
half the aeaets being allowed to them at prodte, eto., and half 
fcahaa as the revenue due to Oovemcoeat. But for oonvenienoe 
seha> tha proprietor of theeotixe staAdf waaatthe tiine of the 
settlement entrusted with the ooUeotion of the revenues due 
from his and was allowed 10 per cent, on the ooUediooB 

as his remuneratian. Thoe into eKutenoe the tltAwti mahdlt, 
the revenue of whli^ iepaid to Government through the 
proprietors of the village in which they are situated. The statue 
of a i^ahnUdr is that of a Unuxe-h^ec with heredit&iy and 
txaueferable righto; the Govenmeot revenue paid by ihemis fixed 
iu perpetuity, and is not euhjeet to enhancement. ShU'Vii tsnuree 
may be found in almost every part of tho diebict. 

The old muhirreH tenone formerly existing in Bftokuzi were 
nearly aU ahoHshed at the decomial settleioent, end the niukarrart 
tiinki subsequently created ate not nnmeroos. Those that exist 
have definite righto expressed in the wxittoo engagsmeots by whioh 
they are created. It is generally they be 

hereditary, and th^ir jmto are suligect to enhanoement. 
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H«noe the name muHnot^ which ie derived from the Penfia 
ihirdf'» moamn^ fixed. At the araaiion of a mxiko,vrari tenure, 
the leuee pOTo a bonus or taiAml. 

DennisAd'TffrIi are suhoidinete to MiiJran'orie, sad are created 
b/the MUibrrffrifAtr. These tenuros are aleo of a fixed nature, 
and tho rights of the iMsee are the same as thoso of the laperior 
holder or who oreoted the tonnre. Dumukanarl 

tenarosi however, aro very few in number in Binhuzfi. 

IstimrAi'i tAhth alsoai^e not nomerous. All those found in 7«<tarafS 
Bfinkurl are said to have been oi oated by proprieiors of estatee ^‘"'*** 
snhseg^uent to the deoennial settlement. The rights and privileges 
o{ ufffNfdflddri ace similar to those of makarroiidAny and a bonm 
is also paid by the tenant at the time of the ezeoution of 
the lease. Bahtiim'Ar\ iAluJUf or iiiiyArArft of the leoond degreo, 
are rate. 

The status of ijii’AdArty or farmers, and of thair subordinate 
(UryAHtiArt, differs widely from that of the other intermediate 
tonuro^holders desotibed above. ^ii'Addrt hold faming leasee, by 
whioh a definite amount of annual rent is fixed for a epomfisd 
term, usually varying fioiQ,five to thirty years. Suoh leases are 
granted not only by the sammdfirs or superior landlords, but also 
by subordinate iAhihiAi't or tenure-holders b on sstete, The 
lessor cannot enhauoe the rent of an ijM lease during its torxn; 
and on its oxplry, the ^ArddAf is not entitled to ronewal. If 
the latter is not speoifloally, by the oondiiions of bis lease, 
debarred from creating an un^-tenure, be oooasionsUy creates a 
darydrA tenure, the form of which o&noot, of oounw, bo longer 
than that of his own lease. 

Another kind of vSrS is known as a ijArd, f.r., 

a lease granted in consideration of sn admnoe of monsy. It may 
bo granted for an unspeoifled tenn of yean, and made terainable 
on oetioin oouditions, e.p., when an estate is mortgaged as security 
for a loan. The term ospiree when tho mortgagee has recovered 
the amount of debt and iuiereet from the proceeds of the property. 

Saoh leases are much in vogue in this pari of the ooontry, wliere 
even the oulhvaton often give a iJdt'A of their lands to 

the vilisge n}akAja»t. 

The third olaas of tenures ooneista of lands held by actual Tsir4VT*« 
cultivators, which comprise («) jatnd ot Joij (^) middi Jamd, (c) 
mvkarrari and mtniraiijmd, (ci) hor/d and dorhor/A, and (s) hhdg 
jui. 

Ooltivators’ holdings, ooUed yhnidoiyo^, are generally, but7«MSQ ' 
not always, held without any written eogagemeni The lands 
remain in the poasessiou of one family from generation to 
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g^nffniicn, and in meet coiee Afiilioat any document; of title. 
All tbese tonuree aio now g;oTomed 1>y tlio Bengal Tenanoj Act, 
VIII of 1885 ae amondodby Act I of 1007, hi practioe, a 
/omeZ is divided Into es nnny paitB as suit Ibo oonvonience oE 
tbe lyots *wbo hold it, (did the total rent ooublbutod by the 
different holders thereof is paid by one of them to the /jimitkii 
0 ? rent-Qo)lootoT. 

Man The term midtli Jama is applied to the holding of a aaltiTutcr 
with only a temporary intoroet in his land, wMoh ha holds for a 
fixed term of years under tipdfid or lease, 

Holdings for which the tenant pays a share (h/idg) of iho 
produce as rent are hnown os tkdg Jc(, An account of this 
system of rent payment hoe Blready boon given in Ohaptar 
VII. 

When waste lands are leased out for the puiposo of being 
*'^"'*** cleared of jungle and brought under ouIUvation, the tenure is 
Imown by the name of Jtuiffaiiuf i. Such lands are generally 
assessed at progreesive rates of rent, payable after a certain 
number of years, during which no rent is paid, There used 
to be large ^aots of waste land on whioh id! timber grew 
in abundance; bat meet of theec jungle tracts haye now boon 
reclaimed and brought under the plcugb, Several ;;aiDmdAre 
and (ilukddn have leased out a f^ of thoir jungle lands at a 
small annual rant, and others retain them in their immediate 
possession. 

jra;3SS<Zi. A ienuro of a similar kind is that known as napsbidi, This 
io^ure is creatod by a wn/id granted by the zamindBr or tihikddr 
to a person intonding to olear and settle on wasto la&d. The 
tenant is empowered by the grant to bring laud under cultivation 
within eertain fixed boundaries and is rorooneratod either by a 
gift of a special portion of the land rent>iree or by doduoting a 
regular proportion from the rent of the entire tonure. 

jsUifH. Another tenure called^^dsati is denned to encourage the 
permanent improvameut of laud, a tenant obtains a grant 
cf a fixed quantity of land either rent-free or at a small quit* 
rent on oondltion that he oonstruota tacks and reservoirs 6om 
which that and other lands can be irrigated. 

Anoth^ peculiar tenure called dakhsldiri is found only iu 
yargsM Slmlip&l m ih§ua Bupur. The holder of the tenure 
has a right of occupancy, but the rent of the tenure u regarded as 
liable to enhancement. 

MtUr, Botah .gpltivatore hold land usdai’ leasee called mukanari 
and mnr^ati, .the chief stipulations of whioh are that the rent 
is subjeot nether to enhancement nor abatement, and that the 
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UnuTd clesceudA from father to These left f P are ^Denllj 
gi*&nted OQ the peymeDt of a hoQoe <s ttUduti by the tenant, 

A anb^ryoti tenon eobontinate to that b^d by an ordinary 
Qulttvetor if celled ktrfi, EorJ* teoura are generally orealad 
vorhaIly» and in aoxne ouea ihm arc also or lyota * 

holding undor htrf&din. 

Tho fosrth cUas of ieaarca odoaiats of landa held uther entirely 
rcuUiroc (6f->wK/lAb),or liable to a nomioal ^uit-rent 
Such tenoiH were fcmerly very nninsoua ia the disinat. Eow 
nmereof and nsied they were may be geihered from a letter 
written in 1849 by the Bftji of Biahnnpar to the 0ndge of 
B&stur5, in which he gare the foQoeing Iht and doacripticn of 
the Tariona paneJialci wahik which oiiated in the tarritoiy of 
his anoeetor:—•(!) SeAipoii pud for eerrioe lands 

held by the canunending offioae of the artoy. (2) 2iahAl‘hir& 
fwhai—panoltak paid for eerrioe lands b^ hy the gnerds of the 
Bisbunpor tort. (3) Cltkaridi/u 9taA6i-^aMJiek paid for serrioe 
landa held by the mace-bearen. (4) iakHhl ma/iil — 

panchak paid for serrioe Unde held by bakfalm or military 
paymasten. (5) K'dslUka^iitJar »*aJi6i—j>aiKhal’ pud for aervioe 
landa held by kht sappliers of fad for tha lUjL’s pikoe. (6} Skd'- 
fir(ii>pt$Aa mahif—p<ueMcM paid for etttioe lands bold by priTate 
soroonte of the Baji, an^ as khiwa*, namhiii$, 

yoTdUt, eio, (7) KrU mahAi'—poHMai paid for eerrioe lands held 
by the ooart offioals of the lUji, «ch aa the etc. {8) Topm 

mahdl—penchak paid for aerricc landa held by the gnnneia. 

(9) IhtH paid for eervioa lands held by dmmmera 

and mneiedans. ( 10 ) KiMirin mAOl—panciiak paid for aerrice 
landa held by palanqun beoiete. (U) EkHiH maltal^paruhak 
pud for serrioe held by cooUea and Labouen for wotMog 
in the fort. ( 12 ) EUi/d •poMtiak paid for the ut«a of 

markets at Bi^npar, (13) makil^^anekak paid for 

landi granted by the Bij& fev obariUHe and religions ptspoeu. 

The majori^ of thcM tanniea haTs bean abdiabed by the 
Mahlr&jA ^ Bnrdwtn ; bat paiukaM iAkkirdJ Usnree are atiil to 
be found in peryma Bhhnnpnr^ where oertun amoe and ieiit> 
free lands granted V ^ ^34 of Biihnnpnr for religious 

pujpoiea have not been inteifared with, thoogb some eerrioe 
lands have lapsed to the proprietor of the eefaU on the deceaee of 
the wrvanta who formerly enjeyed theta. Of other eervioc 
tenuree which have aomTed, ly far the most important are the 
p/tdjtfdli’tenur<e deeoribed above, Thb choMkidAri chakrtn lands, 
i.i.t the landa held hy village ckankidin in lisa of wagea have also 
been resumed end tnnafeiird to the gamlnd&re under Act ,YI 
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(B.O.) 1870, tLd chank\iJij‘» beu^ paid from the cHauklddri 

tax. A few other lotoioetiog eerrioe tonuroa aro s^)! loft, eaoh 
oa timdnMH, Umimdiri (or fnan^fd/l), Horp04h sad hikimil 
iontiree. 

AiiSiti* Simindddrt aro a body of mea who do the work of cfuiuklddrt 
In tb&nae Indie and Hotalpur, and baTe grante of land in Uou of 
wagoe. Theee laods are being resumed and aottled with the 
BunTm^xa, the timinAi/dri beiag left in poeeoaeion of theii bold* 
ings ae ooouponoy ryoti under tlm camfndlrfi oonoemod. 

//■ixKfSfi Tbe iimAmdiri or manduh tonuro exiats only in the weetem 
mtnMU porUon of the distriot in thlsoe lUipnr and Kli&tr&. Tbo Jrolder 
of tbo tenure performs the duties of a ffumiiMA or oollootor of 
rente and holds a grant of land io lien of wages, aoquiriog an 
hereditary oooupanoy right ui the land. 
thHr^h. The grants giren by a sam!nd&c to the members of his family 
for their maintenanoe are colled kkorputh tenures. In some 
initanooB suob tenuree reeoTt to the original grantor or bis heirs 
on the death of the grantee, and in others they are hereditary. 
aihim9t%. EikimAtt is a term applied io a^grant of aasigned fur the 
maintenanee of the hikim or second brother of a Hftjd or samTncUr. 
On the death of the latte:*, the second brother of his suooesaor 
Ukoe up the name and Uie land. A AiktuiAil tenure is thus 
dependent on the life of the B&jft or samTndlr and not of the 
tenure-holder bimsolf. 

nevT. Bent-Ires tenures form the fifth and last olaas of landed 
viaeui. estates in B&nhur& distriot. Soteral varieties of this tenure oxlst, 
but none prevail to any considerable extent. Lands granted for 
religious purposes, such sa bfahmottof'f titoiiar, ikboUai'f etc., by 
Hindus, and plrettar^ ckirApAH, etc., by MuhammadaQs, are found 
(a many villagn, Besides these, there are several other rent-free 
iesuree grants for charitable purpoees, and numerous small rent- 
free holdings, which do not appear to have been assigned for any 
special purpose. 

Rent-free tenurs-bolders have soveral classes of ryots dlreotly 
under them, and in sonis oases middlemen, generally mukarifii'idA t 
or taiukdin, to whom the ryots bolding or cultivating the said 
lands pay their rent. Borne proprietors of small rent-free holdings 
are simple oultivatore, who either cultivate their rent-free lands 
themfelves or aubdet them. 
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Ton (idmituitratiTd purpoiee the distnot is divided isto the two Anuitu»> 
subdlriuonj oi Binlsorl and 3ijhnapur» the fonner boin^ under ” 
the direot aapervieion of iho Oollootor, whilo Biabnnpur ii in as» 
charge of a Subdivi&tonol Offloar, who is genemllj a Deputy 
OoUootor of the X^ronncial OiviL Serrioe, At BAsktxxA the 
sanoUoned eta I! ooneute of three Deputy Oollwtors, of whom 
two are miigutrates of the drsi olass and ono ia reeted with the 
powen of a xnaigistrato of the acoond or third ohus; ia addition 
to thoso ofdoora, there ore sometimee one or two 6ah«Doputy 
Oolleotore. At Bishnupur the SubdiTirioual Offioer ii uaiitod 
by a Sub'Bsputy OoUeotor. 

The rstenue of thedUtriot, under the msin beads, rose from urantt. 
Its. 7,16,000 in 1680 81, whsn ths inooae-tK had not been 
impost, to Bs. S,1 \ ,000 in 1890*01 and to Be. 9,4d,000 in 1900.0X. 

In 1906*07 it amounted to T*. 10,81,000, of vhioh Be. 4,86,000 
were derived from load revenue, Ba 8,49,000 from ataaps,. 

B«. 1,30,000 from exoiis, Ba. l,06,000£rom oossos, and Ba. 21,000 > 
from ineom»*ta>. 

Tbs ooUeoiiona of land revenne fell from Bi. 4,59,0CO in x«nd 
1880*81 to Ba. 4,68,000 in 1890*91, but rose egaln to Ba 4,60,000 
in 1900*01. In 1906*07 they aggregated Be 4,86,000 ooUc^ad 
from 1,143 estates, the current land revenue demand being 
Ba. 4,88,000, oi whioh Be. 4,81,000 were pi^ahle by 1,6? I 
pennaneniJy settled eatates end B a. 800 by 68 temporarily aettled 
tttatea, while tiie demand from 19 esUtM held d^ot by 
Qovemment was Be. 1,100. The total land rerenue demand 
ia equivalent to 26 per cent, of the groea rental of Uie 
diairiot. 

The receipts from judioial and non^jodioial atamps rank next 
in importanoe os a source of revenue. They increased from 
Be. 2,49,000 in 1896*97 to lie. 2,79,000 in 1900-01, and rose still 
further to Be 6,49,000 in 1906*07. There hai, in faot, been a 
steady iooreaae year after year, owing to the growtli oi both the 
nunber and value of suite instituted in the Civil Conxts, which i8 
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ftUributod to tlid apmd of o^uoAtion nob mg tlio poopU bottei 
aoquaintod witli tjioir riglita. More thw foDT'Aftba (Ua. 2,90,000) 
of the reoeipta iu l!)C(i*07 woro oUrujicd frcmi tho rvIo of 
jiidioiAl etampfl, and m partioulAr of coiirt^foo BtAmpe, which 
McouAtod for IU 2,0<J,000 i vbilo IU. 0O|COO wore obtained 
from tbo sale oi non^judiolAl BtAinpfi, Jioarly the whole of 
thii aim (Ha. 07,000) boiog duo to tho domuid for impreuod 
itompa. 

Tlio roooipta from oxuaa roao from Ha. 82,000 in 1306*07 
to Ha. 90,000 in 1900>0I, aucl fuiibcr inoroaaod Id 1000-07 
to Ha. 1,20|000. The greater poiiiou of the oxoiaa rovonuo la 
doriyed from the anlo of ooontry spirit ivoparod by distillatioD 
from the flower of the mhui troo (diftt/a Mifoltfi). Tho 
reoeipta from thia aooroo amoiinied in 1000*07 to Ha. 64,000, 
or nearly half of the total eioieo rovonuo. The mannfaohuo 
and eele of oountry epirit woro provionaly carried on under 
both tho ontaiill ay stem and the oentral diatiUery ayalem, i.f., 
there wero outatilla serving the wild troeta to tho aouth-woet 
and a oontrol distiUeiy at Buukuri for the supply of the 
rest of tho diatrlot. In 1907 the oontraot anpply syetein 
woa introdnoed, «.e., tba local maanfsotuio of oountry spirit 
baa been prohihltod, and a ooniract for tbo wholesale supply 
oi epirit gWon out to a firm of diatilleis. Tbe oontraotora 
^ forbidden to bold any retail licenses for lie aolo, but 
ore allowed the nee of distillery and waroheuae buildinga 
for the atorngo of liquor. The right oi' retail vend is 
diapoeod of by aspoiato ahopsi each of whioh ia put up fo 
auction; and tbo retail vondors are forbidden to sell liquor 
osoept at preeoribed atrengthi, lor wbleh maximum prieea 
are flasd. 

According to the retuma foe 1906*07, there la one retail 
abop for the sale of country apirit to ovary 10,417 peraona; 
Md in that year the average oonaumptien of the oentral 
diitillory liquor woa 4 proof gallona and of eutatiU epirit 68 proof 
golloDa per 1,000 oi the population. Tbo reooipta from the 
sale of oountry apirit and of the fermented liquor coiled iiri 
repreecntod on expenditure of Ba. 721 per 10,000 of tho popu* 
leiion, a figure lower than that returned by any district in tire 
Surdwin Divirion exoept hTido^ore. On tho other hand, the 
reoript* from pachmi or rice beer are considorablo, amounting to 
|te. 26,000 in 1000-07, a total esoeeded in only four other districts 
ip the Province (Burdw&n, Birbhum, Dsxjeeling and the SantAl 
Bargonoa). This is the natiouol drink of the aborigmel races, 
prhq. regftM it os a nutritious feed and uUlise It os a aubatitute 
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iot A mesl. Tlie oonBomptim of iaported UquoiB is oxceediogly 
email, the mnee oi the po^&tiofi boing unable to nHord ioreign 
apiriU and also pre Coning the con&tsy apirit and paeJiVai ihej 
bavo drank for get^oralion ( poet. 

The ooneuBiptioQ of )pium ie not greet, only Be 23,000 
being obtainod from tbo duty aud liconse fooe. Tho rovonue from 
thifl eouroo ie loea tlion in any other diitriob in tbo Burdv&n 
Divieioa, and amounU to only lie. S08 per 10,000 of the popula¬ 
tion. Tboro ie oven lees demand for * dried flowering 
tope of the oultivatod fomalo hemp plnut ( Oannabit indiea) and the 
reeiuouB ozudetion on them, The consumption of Ihie drug is leas 
than in any diitriot m Bengal oxoept Angid, tho duty and hoeoee 
feee rodieiGg only Be, 16,000 in 1906-07, or Re, ICO per 10,000 
of the population, 

Bo^ and public works ooeaee aro, oe ueuol, levied at the Ce«ei. 
maximum rote of one anna in the rupee. Tho oollooUona fell 
from Re. 07,000 in 1896«07 to Iti. 94,000 in 1900-01, but 
incrooeed to Re, l,0fl,000 in lOOd-OT. Tho ournut demand in 
tho year lut nomod woi lU, 1,06,476, of whioh Be, 94,040 
woro payable by 1,432 revenue-paying oet&tea, Ee. 6,080 by 
1,602 rent-froo propertioe, and Ee. 6,268 by 887 revonue-freo 
oetotoe. The number of eetatei onseaecd to oeasM ia thua 8,821, 
while tho number oftenuroe ie 92,704, and there ore therefore 
28 times ee many tonurea liable to pay oessee oe there aro eetitee. 

Tho number of recorded ehoreholdete of eelaiea and tonurea la 
8,700 and 104,490 reipeotively. 

In 1901-02 tho iooome-tas yielded Ec, 18,000 pold by 966 lnwm*- 
aaaeeaeoa, of whom 698 paying 8,000 hod inoomea of Us, 600 
to Be. 1,000, At that time the miniTuum income osaeaeable wae 
Ee. 600, but this waa taiaed in 1008 to Ea 1,000, thoroby giving 
relief to a number of petty tradore, money-lendera and clerks. 

The number of ooeosseea ooneoqnently foil in 1903 to 874 end 
the oolleoUona to Bj. 16,000. In 190 6-07 the tax yielded 
Es* 21,000 paid by 468 aaeesaees. 

There ore 9 o£oea for the registration of esatinnoee under Act IU|liin- 
III of 1877. At B&okurS the Dietriot fiub-Uegiatror deeds oe^ 
usual with tbo dooumenta preaenUd there, end also asaiata the 
BIstriot Magistrate, who ie eai-officio Biatriot Uogistrar in super¬ 
vising the prooeedlngs of the Bnb-Usgistr&ra in charge of the 
othor regiatrotion offices. The average number of doonmenta 
eegiatered annually donng the quIntpaeimiuiD ending in 1899 was 
26,310, but in tbe .6 jeore ending in 1904 it inoreaaad to 
30,880, the inoeaso being due to the settlement of resumed 
cAsuMtri end ghdtadli lands.' 
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Tba mazginal eUtamant abows tba mimbar of dooomente 

rogieterel aod the 

roooipU and oxpendiiixi'O 
ai wik ofRod in 1907. 
Tho numbor of legli- 
trationa vu bigber 
than in any ether dU* 
(riot in tba Di7i0toD> 
oxoept QtLr(]>?&& and 
Midnapore. 

Xlia itoA ontertained for Ibe admmietration of civil juitloe 
oo&ei»U of tbo District Judge And Sub •Judge at Baalttira and of 
flix Munufe, of wbom tbioo bold tbair couttA at Bflnkiira and the 
rematsing three at Biehnnpur, and Ketolpur. Xbore bai 

been, on the whole, a atoady inoroaie in the number of civil luila 
in recent years, which the Dietrict Keglatrato eacribea to the 
growth of inteHigenoe and eduoation among tbe mnesee, who 
are gradually becoming more acouafomod to resort to the 
(HtU Oonita than to use criminal foroe in oalabllshiog their 
righta 

Oriminal }UBllce ie administered by the Uiatriot and Seesioni 
Judge, tbe Dieiriot Magislmte, and tbo Deputy and 8ub*Depuiy 
hfAgiefratoi stationed at BfinkurS end Bishnupur* The sano> 
floned sisff at BRnkurl consiaU of tbe District hf&giatrato, two 
Deputy fcfagistxateeof the first eloss and one Deputy Magistrate 
of the seoond or third class, in addition to tbe Sub*Deputy 
Magistrates of the second or third okas wiio are somotimee 
lUtionod there. The SubdiTiaional Officer at Bithnupur is 
almost invariably a Magistrate vested with diet class povors, 
and is osnally assisted by a Sub*Deputy Magistrate of the 
second or third class. Seeides these stipendiary Magietratee, 
there ore benches of Honors?/ Magistrates at B&&kur& and 
Bishnupur, berides an Honorary Magistrate at each of the 
following plaoes:—Gimgijalgh&il, Indfis, Kbatr&, Baipui and 
Son&mukhL 

BftzLkuxft hat long hod an unenviable repat ation for barbonr- 
ing organised bands of daooits, who oommit numeroue daooities 
within its borders or in the surrounding districts. It stands high 
ia the list of distriots in which thie form of crime is provelent j 
in the three yean 1901«0h the average annual number of docoities 
oonunitted was 15, and though Uie number fell to fi in 1904 and 
also in 1905, it rose agun to 10 m 1905. SystematiQ efforts 
have been made in recect years to break up these gongs of 
dsooitS} and the cosm instituted have brought to light some 
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remBrk&bl 0 fnota lOguding them. It ^vBtioand tbatonB gi&g 
bad bdOE in ezuUaoo for over 20 yoan ifid GOOBlatod of 
ao lew than 103 membon, and that snotbir liad baeo at 
iroclc fiinoe 1379 < A, third iaoloded 36 xsdmben, and tho 
ring-Uador of & fourth confowed to no lew than Si2 daooltioa 
and 00 burglaTiaa ooumiltod by bit gang in B&nkuru batvaan 
1890 and 1901. The bintory of o Aftli gang wluoh carried 
on iti oporatio&i iu Bftnkiir& it even more ramarkahlo. lor it 
datoe ba^ to iho Mutiny of I807j when the gang ia reportod 
to have woyliud a body of the matinaeta and atripped them 
of thair arms and loot* It ▼la eompoaad of abonginala, 76 
in number, to whom wei^o traced 10 daooltiei, ocmmitted in 
this diitrirt and MfinbbCu between ISllO and 1906. Another 
gang. oompoBcd <^ie3y of Bhumijes, formarly Imown locally as 
fifiuan or robbers, ooxoniilted orima no^ only in Binkui^t whioh 
they made their hetidquarters, bat also in Hooghly, Midnapore 
and Mftnbiium; no lees than 18 dacoitiaa and 7 hargl^ee 
weie traced to this gang. Another {omone bond of daoolts 
oonastad of TuntiA Mnealmins, who were aaoountabla for 22 
daooities oommiltod in BSnkniA and Hoogbly. Tet another 
gang> consisting of Loh&ie, was in the habit of committing 
daooitoae not only in BSnkurS, but also in Hooghly, Bnxdwdn, 
and tbe 24*Parg&noB. 

Tho above oooount of the BAnkorA daooita will show thecrioiml 
Bxiatonoe of oartaia olaaaos who obtain their Uvelihood by 
habitual and organiaed crime. Among thou who haye acquired 
notoriety as daooita, the Lohnn and the TnntiA MuealmBne 
be nxantioiiod. Tho Lob fin ora not, as in other distriots, a 
reepulable artisan olaia of Aryan deeoent hot are lemi-abongisals, 
aixnilar to the Bsgdie. Of late yean, however, they hare 
boon ondeavouring to improve tlieir social condition, end in 
the Dietriot Oenaus Hapori of J8DL it is stated as a iaot 
worthy of notios that the Lobirs are gradually progressing. 

They show by their sots that they are ambitious to improve 
their aooial st^as without publioly crying out for social preoe* 
denoo. Bduoation ia now gTsdually spreading itself among 
thoo, and they arc often found to take a great intoreat in 
tho observance of simple Hindu rites and oeramomas. Their 
love for Somanklrtan ia gradually briitglng them in olosa oontaot 
with higher oaatei.*' 

The TuotiA MusaloAns have their hoadquarten ia Midnapore, 
but a oartain number are found in the south of the dlebiot. They 
sre a Kohammadan caste, whose traditional oconpation is cultiv^ 
t^n' of the mulberry (tuni) lor. feeding sUk*worm Tl^ 
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oocnpation b&vlng beoomo lea proBt&ble o£ kta y^tin, many 
bara t&boa to ordinary onUivation and fleU labour, otbera to 
twitting ropoa from a rood oollod itn*, wbilo oiben are profea- 
eioDal tiiierea and dooolU. In ordor lo watob tboir moro- 
monte and oUeok tboir deprodaliona, it waa found nooeaafiry 
to eetabllsh a boat-bo oae at 8irou3au\par in tbo Kotalpur 
tliona. 

Kigmiioo. Tho oontrol of oraignfion to fbe tea gardnia playa an import¬ 
ant part in the oi odmiDiatrationtlie diatriot, lUgarding lliia 
tbe OommUaionar wrltoa oa foUowa in hii Admiutatraiion Hoport 
on tho quinquennium 1000*01 to 100d>00liappcara t)mt Uioro 
waa a at^dy morooae of omigiaute from year to year, bnt tbo numbor 
nproaenti to a largo extent tbe oooliea reorultetl by garden M'ilan, 
nio ore more auooeasful in eaouring oooliea Uian the rocruiten 
employed by oontraoton. Tbe niimbor of oontraotora* oooliee ia 
gradually ooming down with tbe gradual doTolopmout of the froo 
ayatem, which baa prootioolly taken ite plooei During tbe laat 
few monihii regletration under Chapter III boa praotionUy oooiod, 
but inatanoee of fraudulent rooruitmant by free reoruitera have been 
10 common and wideapread that legialatlon ia nooenary, eo aa to 
protect aimple and ignorant Tillageri from being eniioed away and 
MDt off to tbo tea diatrloli umlar falae lopreeentaiio&ei As great 
core ia token to lae tbat no oooly ia fraudulently reoruitod when 
produoed for regietratlon, tbo reoruiteri under the contract lyatom, 
li^eneTCT they have any doubta of aeouring rogiatratioo, botako 
thamaelTee to tbe mora aoay proooduto laid down under aeolion 03 
of tbe Emigration Aat and manage to send the oooUei to labour 
diatrlota aa free reorufffl. Pres emigraiioo is tbereforu open to 
many abueea, and tbe syaleni goes to inoreoae ratber than to 
decreaie the facUitiea of fraudulent reoruitmoni. A large number 
of emigrants were repatriated lost year, and most of them were 
recruited aa free emigrants. Tbe Magistrate ttales tbat it ia very 
di6onlt to bring home to tbe oflendera obargea of unlawfal 
recruitmeot for want of autSoient evidence. There were 13 depots 
and rest-houBoa at the oloso of the period under review oa against 
0 in 

Posioi. For police purpoiea the distriot is divided into 9 tbElnas or 
police cdrolee, via., in tbe headquarters aubdivision, BOnkurR 
with au area of 383 equaro milee, Qang&jalgh&ti with tbo 
BorjoTfl outpost having a combined area of 46Q equ&rc miles, 
Ondb (339 square milea), Raipur (333 square miles) with the 
SimUp^ oncost (119 square miles), and "KhMit (848 square 
miles) ; and in the Bisbnupur snbdivi^n, Bisbnupnr (303 
square zdiles), Kotalpur (133 square miles), Xndfia (124 square 
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milM) and Bonamnlh! (141 squoio irnlas). BesidM tiio tlBnas, 
Oiero are 11 outposta oa eliovn bolow ^ 
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The regular polloo foroe ccnaiBled in 1900 of a Superintendeat, 

6 Inflpeotors, SI 8ub*7nBpeoton» ZO Head«OoDitab!u and 
ooQitableii a toUl foroo of 807 mea> repraunUng one pollcotoan 
to OTory 6*0 aqnaro milei andtooyory 2,612 oftho popnlotlon. 

Tho roial foroo for tho watoh and ward of vltlagM in the intorios 
ia oompcaed of 246 iafai&>'k and Z,7H iuoludiog a 

email body of men called tlminddirt in the IndAe and Zotolpnr 
th&DU, wliote eeirloee are remunerated by gmntj of land ; other 
afiftuhMt ate paid Ba. 4 a month. 

There ie a dietriot jail at B&nkiirft with ocoommodation jiiti, 
(in 1007) for 301 prieonere, lit., bamoke for 213 male oonviotj, 

12 leTQole oonTlota, 30 and6>trial pruonere and d oItU prluaers, 
oelle for 6 mob oonviots, and a hoepiial with 32 bods for male 
conyiots. There U a siibBidiary jail at Biihnupur, which hoe 
aooommodation for 12 male and 3 female prieonen. The 
industries carried on in the dietriot jail are oil-pressing, brick* 
making, wonTing of tiaris and oloth, and cone and bamboo «ork. 
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OHAPTER Xri, 

LOCAL d7!LP.GOVESyU£»T. 

Diiniqv 0<PT8(i)R the municlptbHtlee of B&ukur&, Biihonpar And Son&mukhT, 
BoAtfi. ulmi&iatrfttion of local afifaire, suoh as . the mainUnnooe 
of roads, bTidjee, lorries and poaode, tbo aostrol of village 
BuitafioxL and water*sappl/, tbo provision of modioal relief, et&, 
rests Tvitb the Bistriot Board, aseistod hj tbe Local Boarde of 
BftnkurS aud Bisbnixpur and a Uuion Oommlttoe at Kotalpor. 
Tho Dlitriot Board oonsists of 15 members, of whom soven are 
eleoied, fon; aro nominated, and font are meznbere. 

Aeoording to tho returna for 190C-07, pleaders and mti/tMsn 
predominate) representing 40' per ocnt. of tbo menberi, while 
Government servants and tbe land^boldiog olassae eaoh represent 
26*6 pec oent. 

Ineoaa. Tbo average annual income of tbo District Board daring the 
10years ending in 1901«02 was Re. 1,10,000, of wbiob Re. 42,000 
were derived from the road oose. During tbe qabqnenniam 
ondlog in lD0d»0O it amounted, on the average, to Rs. 1,24,000 per 
annua, of which Re. 48,000 were obtained from tbo road ooes, 
Re. 33,000 from Government oontrlbuticns, Rs. 2,000 from 
pounds, Xte. 1,000 from ferries, and Rs. 30,500 fram other 
eouroBS. In 1906-07 tbe opening balanoe was Rs. 49,000, and 
the receipts of tbe year aggregated Re. 1,15,000, iDcludiDg 
Re. 49,000 realised from tbe oeB8,lti. 30,000 oontribated from 
Provinoiel revmuee, Rs. 1,500 obtained from tolls on feities, 
and Be. 2,000 from pounds. Here, as elsewhere, tho road cess 
is the piicoipal eource of income, but the laoideDOB of tazstion is 
light) being only 9 pies per head of tbe population—a proportion 
lower than in any ether distrlot in tbe Burdwin Dlvl^on. 

Bsp«Ddi« average annual expenditure duviog the decode ending in 

tors. 1901*02 was Rs. 1,09,000, of which Re. 67,000 were spent on 
dvit works, Ra. 32,000 on ednoatlon, and Es. 2,000 on medioal 
relief. During the 6 years ending in 1906'06 the dlsbuxsementa 
amounted to Be. 1,30,000, the chief items being Rs. 47,000 spent 
on oommuniestiens, Rs. $7,000 on education, and Re. 4,000 on 
medical relief. In 1906-07 the esponditure was Rs. 1,28,000, of 
which am:e than hslf (Es. 79,000) was allocated to edvil warks^ 
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wkiU adnofttion aonoantod lor Ri. 36,000. Hie hMTJMt ohirge 
oa tha inoome of tha Diairiot Board ia tlia maistaouioa oi 
oozaiaoaio&tiona. It now 61 mibi of CMtallad roada 

and 641 milea of anmaiallad roada, Wdea a lar^ tucabar of 
TilUgo inoka with a total laafth of 306 vilm • tlxa oo«t of 
mAintaiumg thaio roada in 1006-07 waa Ba. 64» Ra. 42, tJiA 
lU. 98 per mUa roapeotiTely. The Board maiat^oa 7 Middle 
lohooli and aide 9 High aohoola, 88 Middle aohoola, ^Fpor 
Prisur/ aohoola and Lower Priniar/ aohooU. For the piupoee 
of iDperviilon, it ODUrtaina 11 la^wtiDg Faadita. AKogether 
6 per ooni of the ordinary inoooe of the Board waa. axpeoded 
in tha aame year on medioal relief and aanjtatioa—a piop^on 
higher than in any other diatrict in the Divi^a except Burdwin 
and BfrbhQm. Three di^Moaariaa are ntirely m^taioed by it, 
fix djpenaariea reoeire graota*io*aid, and ^edal neatniea are 
taken on the oathreak o( epidemic diaeaaai. 

In inhordinatioo to the Diatcict Beard are the B&nknrft and L9oii0 
Biahnnpar Local Boarda, the joiiadiotion of eaohooneaponding 
to the anbdirieional charge of Iho aame same. The Bankuri 
Local Board ia ooapceed of 12 membem, of whoa aix are aooi* 
nated and aix are elected; while the Bjihnnpor Local Board ii 
oompowd of 12 snemhera, all nominated by GoTune^t aa the 
ayitem oi election hae not been introdnoed The X«oal Boarda 
receiTe allotoenta from the funda of the Diatriot Board, and ire 
eotruited with the aMlntenanoe of village road^ ponnde and 
ferriei, and tome other mall funetiooa. 

There ii onlf one Union Oommittee in the diitriat, via., that Unew 
of whioh wae aetaUiahed in lOOd-Od. It hai an area 

of 2 square milee, and a population of 6,088 peieona The 
Ooamittee ia adminietered by a Board of 7 members, and ia 
reported to display little aotiTity ; for in 1906*06 the Oommittee 
held no meetingt and ^nt nothing, while in 1906-07 it held 
only two aeetinga and merely epmt the balanfte of the ptevioni 
year (fie. 360). 

There are 8 mtinkipalitiee in the diatriot, rii., Binkmra, Biih- Xevt* 
nupur and Sonimukh). The number of rate-poyart in 1906*07 
waa 6,964, repreeenting 13*07 per oant. of the population (63,204) 
reaidiiig in amniapel limits, ae compared with the aTorage oi 
16*16 per cent, for the lAole Dirieon. The average mtidanoe of 
taiation in that year wai only annas 7*6 per head of the popula¬ 
tion, aaagaloat the DimonalaTenge of Be. 1*18*8, and Tin^ from 
ennaa LO-l in Biokort to acnaa 6*9 in Biehnnpar aad Soolmukht. 

The mnaioipality of Binkuri, which waa ertabll^ied in 1869, ia Biakari. 
^cuiniatered by a Muaudpal Board oompoeod oi 120oamiLBaLon^, 

t, 


146 


SAIiXUlU. 


of whom eight ere elected, om ir nomioeted hy OoTemmentr 
end three &re ttsoifflcio memhera. The erea within mumoipal 
limite in 1906 wm 4'96 square miles, the nambar of rate-payers 
being 2,482 or 12 per cent, of the popidatiou ; but in 1907 the 
area wu extended to 6*90 square milsa by the IdoIumou vitbin 
munioipal lunite d mnuetfi Eeihilirdfcogai Demur&ri tiopto&tlipur, 
hTurri and LadibA. 

The average annual income of the rantuolpality during the 
deoado ending io 1901-02 wu Ba. 13,00 O, and the expenditure 
iru Its. 12.000 i and during the 0 yeare ending in 1906*00 they 
were Ks. 17,600 and Ihi. 16,00U respootlTely. In 1905-07 the 
inoeme aggregated lie. 19,000, beeidee an opening babnoe of 
lb- 3,000, The chief aouroe of inooma ia a tax on poraoni, 
aooordiog to thoir (uoumstanoee and property, asMesed at the 
rate of per oent. on the income of the asseesoes. This tax 
brought in Be. 7,000; and next in importanoe are a tax on 
animals and Tehicloe, whioh brought in Be. 3,000, and a eoncer- 
vanoyrate, which brought in Be. 2,400, while fees from markete 
lealited Be. 1,200. The total inoidenoe of taxation was annae 10-1 
per head of the population. The expenditure in the same year 
WM Ila, 20,600, excluding Ka. 4,000 expended on the repay* 
Bicut of Aane, adranoee end deposita. The principal Items of 
expenditure were medioal relief, aonievvancy, drsinage and pnbUo 
works, wbioh aooounted lor 26*01, 24*1, 16*3 and 13*5 per cent. 
rMpeotively of the total expenditure. 

It ia reported that, at the prsaent rote of taxation, the 
munioipality cannot undertake new projeota or cany out euh« 
itantial reforms for want of funds. The supply of drinking water • 
is eaid to be defective, the town being mainly depoodeot on the 
two riven on the north and south, which run nearly dry in the 
hot weather, and there is also a need of good tanks containing 
sufBoient water for bathing and culinary purposes. The drainage 
eyatem and lighting lystem ere also eaid to require improvement. 

Oo the other baM, the drsinage is believed to be better than 
in most of the towns in Bengal, and, on the whole, the emit ary 
condition of the town is good and the loode are well kept np. 
siiboa* Biehnupur was conetilnted a municipality in 1873, and hes 
a Municipal Board oonssbtng of 12 Commission ere, of whom eight 
are elected and fonr are nominated by Coveroment. The area 
within mnnidpal limits is 8 square milee, and the number of rata- 
payen le 2.8(H, repreasnting 14*6 per oent. of the population 
reeidiog within munioipal limits. The average anniml inoome of 
the mnuioipelity daring the 6 years euding tn 1906-06 was 
Be, 10,00(^ and the expenditure wu Ba 9,000. In 1906-07 
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tbd i&ooDie of tKo coaoioipalify Ha. 10,000, of whioK 
Bs. 5,500 obtained fvcm a tax on poraona aocording to 
thoir droamatoDOeo and propsrty, Mod at por oeot. on 
^6 inoome of the aaaeeeeea, vbilo a tax on aoimaU and vebiolea 
brought m Ha. ]|200. TKo incddonne of taxation voa annaa 5*0 
per bead of tbe population. The expenditure In tbe same year 
vas Be. 8,000, the principal items being oonaervanoy, medioal 
relief, pnblio works and education, which accounted for 21*9, 15*2, 

15*5 and 10*5 per cent. raspeotiTeLy of the total expenditura 

The municipality of f^on£mnkh] was established in 1886, and 9 oqI> 
ie adxnuietered by a Haaidpal Board, oonaisting of 0 Commii- 
aionere, all of *whoin are nominated by Gcremment, the eleotiTe 
system not being m foroe. The ^eea ’within mnnioipal Umita ia 
4 square miles, and the anmber of rate-psyera is 1,868, repreaenU 
ing li^’4 per cent, of the popnlation. The arerage sonual mooue 
of the mnnicipality dunng the 5 years ending in I906«06 was 
Ra, 5,840, and the expenditure was Bs. 5,820. In 1906*07 its 
inoomewssIU. 5,000, beaidee an opening balance of Bs. 1,200. 

The obief source of inoome is a tax on persons, according to 
thni cuoamsUmoes and property, leried at 2 per cent, on the 
inoome of the rate-payei^ which brought in Be. 4,000 ; the total 
incidence of tazation was ansae 5«9 per head of the populatnoo. 

The expenditure in the same year was Bn. 8,000, the principal 
items expenditore being oonBerronpy (28*5 per oent.), mediod 
relief (18*6 per oent], and ednoation ( 12 * 2 per cant.). 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


BUJOATION. 

fnowMt Tbr baokward itate of aduoation in tha diabioi ball a cootury 
J’ Bdqoa' ^ gaUieied from the ooooa&t giraa io 1863 by Oolonol 

* ‘ Ooatrall in tbd firtt SfcatioUoal Ilaport ol Bftokur&. In 1347 a 
Deputy OoUaotor, who bod ao intimata aoqu&IntauM with the 
habits ol the people and bod trarelled orer OTery port cl the 
djetriot» reported:—Eduoation is very little attended to. Vw, 
indeed, can do more than TOite their nomee even in the towns. 
In the viiUgee education may be mid to be en^rely neglected. 
In the towns the children ol tr&dcepeople attend the Guru 
Uabuoya or Pondit'i school until they understand oommon 
Moounta/^ Up to 1681 there were only 12 lohooli, with 087 
pupils, eetebliebed by Gcvscniuent; and the state ol these aoboole 
wu ndt miiefootoiy owing to the want of Interest in them taken 
by the people. said Colonel Gostroll, wbeie such uttoi 

dathneM had prevailed, any light, brooking in and dispelling 
no matter bow little oi it, is to bo helled with delight ee the 
down of a brighter day.” As regards the state of eduoetion In 
his own day, Colonel Gostrell wrote:—"Education is neither 
much sought after nor thought ol by the lower olsisee. Few 
con read, etill fewer write.” 

The pregnse which has been mode since the above remarks 
were written bos been undoabtedLy great, though, Blnkure being 
a poor and backward dietciot, the advance bos not been so rapid 
as in rioher parti of the country. Piguree showing the extension 
of education for any lengthy period cannot be given, as the 
distriot did not acquire its present dimondcQs uotU X67&; but an 
idea ol the progrees made recently can be gathered from the 
tetnms lor the laet 26 years. Aoooidmg to etatistice furnished 
by the Eduoation Deportment, the niunber of sohools in the year 
' 1331 woi 1,410 and there were 32,243 soholors on tbo rolls. In 

1391 the number of edaoatioool institutiona hod increased to 
1,684 and the number ol pupils to 89,057. During the next 
10 years there woe a iellmg In the number o! eohools, while 
the attendance reinained almoat etationary, the number of tbt 
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former in 2901 boing 1,800, while tb.e eggregeU of pupils ves 
39,092. The oeuus of that ^ear showed tlut the total munber 
of persons able to nod end write wfis 103,679, raprdwntbg 9'3 
per cent. (18*3 maloe and 0*5 females) the popolntios. 
According to the returns for 1006-07, there are, ia edditiOQ 
to a ooUege st Binbxri, 1,406 sohools attended hy 48,815 pupils, 
the number of bo 7 e rooei7inj^ metmoiion being 49*8 per cent, of 
the nember of boTS of sohool-going age. 

Of the total number of eobooli, 1,380 with 42,808 pupile ero atiraiAb 
publio i&ititiitioas, and 70 with 707 pupils are pdyate inetiUitioni. 

Of the former, 19 eohools attended hj 660 pupils, ore under 
poblio tnanagoment, five being managed by GoTemment and 
eeven by the Distriot Board; wbile 1>818 soboolt, attended by 
41,048 pupils, are under private managetnoni, 1,184 being aided, 
while 134 ere unaid^. The inspeeting staff ooneiite of 3 
Deputy Inapeoton of Schools, 8 Bub^Inspeotori of Sohooli, one 
Assistant Sub*Inspsotor end 11 Inspecting Pandits. 

The <mly oollege in the dietriot is the oollege at Bsnkuri Coin* 
mainiained by the Wesleyan Mission, whioh is afiUiated up to tbe ucu. 

B. A. Examination in Arte. Tho oollege wee ostabliihed in 1903, 
and new bulldinga ore being coaetnioted, taoludiag a hostel 
for Hindu boys, another for Ohristiao students, and a house for 
the PiinoipsL A fuller ooooant ol the oollege will be found in 
Chapter ni< 

The number of eeooadary lohoolfl is 63, end the attendance Ssoosn. 
at them is 5,090. Of these lobcoli no lest than tbirteen ore High o^ier.^* 
sohools, at whioh 2,188 boys reoeive instruotion. The largest 
ie tbe Kaohkuobil High e^ool, with 836 boys ou the rolls; 
tbie sobool is meinUuied by the WHleyon Mission, and is 
aided by Government. One school ii maintained by Goverainent, 

Tii., theZilftsohooLat BinhurA, and nine leoeive grants*in-aid, 
viz., the High sohooli at EuohkuohiS, Blshnapnr, Kotalpur, 
Ecohilhol, Sondmuhhl, Palisd&nge, Rol, Mlh&r& and BeUtaorsi 
Besides tbeee, there are three un^dedeohooli, vis., the Binkurft 
Hindu High sobool and the High schools at BAjgr&m and 
Indlis. There are altogether 28 Middle English schools, inolud' 
ing 25 sided and 2 unaided achools, besides one maintained by 
the Dlstriot Board. 8eoondary vemaoilaT eduostlos is losing 
popularity, and the number of Middle Yemaoular sohocla hie 
decreased to 22, of which 6 are mainiained by the Distriot Board ^ 

and 16 are unaided. 

The total number of boys' Primary sohools ia the district is 
1,069, of which 190 nre Tipper Primary and 869 are Lower " 
Pnmory sohools. With the exception of two Upper Primety 
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sohoolB io tke two Gum Trunisg sobools, &]! tho boLooIb 

under pnmte maiL&gemenbi 956 being aided and 101 niuuded. 
The attendanoe at ^eee sohoola u 84,119, yh., 32,468 U/yi and 
1,651 girls. Tboreare also $8 night schools attonded by 1,591 
pnpQs, mostly eons of artisans and day labonrere. It is reported 
that most of ite Upper Fiiznary eohoola have separate bnildinge, 
but that they are not very suitable for thepurposei and that 
there are souoely any Ziower Primary schools with separate 
buUdinga For want of saoh aooommodation, the olassee are 
generally held in the oommou pUji houses of the village or in 
the verandah of sotne woll-io>do Tillager’s house: a pajA house, 
it may be explained, is the house set aside for the psriormasoe 
of the hAfvavit (religiotis and mnuool entertainments} of the 
tillage. 

^0 advance of female education, at least of a primary ohatas- 
Ur, has been very notioeablo in recent years; for the number of 
Primary girls' sohools rose from 90 in 1901*02 to 183 in 
1906*07 and the attendance from 1,466 to 2,987, besides 1,654 
girls reading in boys' schools. In all, 4,641 girls reoeived instruo* 
tion in 1906*07 as oompared wi& 8,209 in 1901«02, i.s., the 
inorease during &e decade wu no less ^an 41 per oenh At 
present, the majority of these schools ere tacght by i^ale teachers 
belonging to neighbouring boys' schools, and there are only a 
few girls' schools with a separate staff. The number of female 
teachers is very few, for there are only five sohcols with female 
teachers, and they are all OhrisUan. 

There are four Xrmaiug sohools for the training of Primary 
school teaohers, of which three are intended for male and one 
for female tsbohen. Of the former, two are under the direct 
mauagement of the Education Department, and one, at S&rengi,. 
is maintained by the Wesleyan hliasioru That hCksion also 
maintains the Training school for female teaohers mentioned 
shove. 

Indnstrial or technical education is praotioally non.sxistont, 
the only teohnioal school being that Jcaown as the BSnkurt 
Misucai Teohnioal School, which is maintained by the Wmleyon 
Uimion. At this sohDol oorpentry, oho^smlung, weaving and 
the mannfaoture of oaae basket are taught. 

Under this bead may ba olassed the Sanskrit toU and muoiool 
sohools established k the district. Sanskrit toh number 15 and have 
211 boys on the rolls, the pupils being taught Sanskilt grammar, 
literature, ibetorio, logic, Hindu philosophy and TT?p«^it u^. 
There are 5 musical s^ols, at which voo^ and instrumental 
musie is taught to 70 boys. 
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The number d private institotions is 76 and that of the Pbitat* 
pupils stud 7 iD^ at them 707. Those 76 schools molndo 
Sanskrit UU not adopting departmontal Btaudaids, and II maftiahi 
teaching Arabic and t^ersian of an elementary oharacUr. 

The nnmber of Mohommadan pupils atndjing in publio Rdvoa* 
iosLitutions in 1906*07 ms 1»628, repioeeatisg 9*6 par cent, of the 
number of pupils of all oreeds. The proportion of Muhnm* KAciye. 
madans to ^e total population, according to the oensns of 1901, 
ia 4*6 per cent., bo that it vould appear that the Mahajsmadans 
of B^urft are more backward from an eduoatioaal point of 
view than the Hindus. It is notioeable, moreoVR, that nearly 
all of the boyi under ioBbuotion attend Primary schools, and 
only 128 attend seoondary eohoola. 

The number of aboriginal pupils in the rsrioua pablxo inatitu* sovoa* 
tione in the sene year voa 2,148, of whom 73 ware Ohriatians 
snd 2,076 wore non*Ohristian Bantlls. Spedel efforts are belog eiiits. 
made by the Wealeyeu Miuion to difluse eduoatiou amoog the 
Saut&la, and a Training school has been eatabliahed for the 
truning of teaobcrs In the SaotU schools main tuned by the 
Miasion. 

Altogether 14 boarding bouses have been established, of Uoititi 
which twelve are intended for male and two for feniaU students. Misarao 
The jaUer are under the meDagement oi the \VesIeyas Ifisslon, bcbmi. 
and are located at fi&okar& and Sirongli. 

There are two publio libraries, vis., one at Blshnupur, for Ltiu. 
whioh a small buU^g was oonstruoted fn 1904 within the 
Hunioipsl olBce compound, and e small Ubaiy opened in 1808 rirsss. 
at Hikalii in the Biehnupur subdivision. The only newspaper 
published In the distriot is a Bengali paper known as the 
UMkutH Darpciit a weekly paper, printed at BBnkurl, whioh 
deals ohieBy with matters of io^ interest. 
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Ajodhj ^.—k Tni4gd in tli 0 BlfllmupT]! BubdiviMofi) ntu&ted 7 
milM nortL'VdB^ of Bi^nupur. Tbo viUftge oocttans t obuitable 
diBponinrj and tho reciddnoo of ona of the leading samlndAn of 
tbe dlfitriot. 

Ambik&nRg:ar.—A village in tbo Bftnknrft subdiviiiont situated 
on^e south bank of the XAsoi Tiver) 10 miloe south wMt of 
Xbltri, with whioh it is oonnooted b 7 on unmetalled rood. This 
Tillage has gdven its some to a ptrffuna eidondisg over 101 square 
miles, and woe forxnetlj the headquarters of an onoient famil 7 of 
zAmindftTO, vrhoie bietor 7 bae been given mtbe artiole on BhaU 
bhOm. 

Baholara.—‘A village in the Biakuri snbdivisios, utiiated on 
the eoutb bank of the Dholkieor river, 11^ miloe south*east of 
BOokurA and 0 miles north of Ond5. It contains a temple 
dedicated to Mahidoo Siddheewar, said to have been built by the 
Bij&B of Bishnupur, vhioh Mr. Boglar hoe deeoribed as the flnoet 
briok temple in distrxot, and the fineit though not the largest 
brick temple that he hod eeen in Bengal. He gives the following 
account ot it in tbo Beports of the Aroheeologioal Surrey of 
India, Yol. Vm. 

*'Tbe temple is of briok, plastered} the ornamentation 
is Qsietully out in the briok, end the plaster made to corre¬ 
spond to it. There ore, hcweveri ornaments on the plaster alone, 
but none inconsistent with the briok ornamentation below. 
I oonolnde, therefore, that the plaster formed a port of the 
original design. Tbo mouldings of the basement are to a great 
extent gone, but from fragments here and there that exist, a 
oioss approximation oan be mode to what it was; some portions 
are» bowever, not reoovetable. Tbs present entrance is not the 
original old one, but is a modem aooretion, behind which the 
real old doorway ^ withite toll, trisngnlar opeuing of ororlapping 
oonrees, is hidden. This old opening is still to be seen intsN 
nidly; it oonsisis of a reotangular opening, 41 ooureee of brioks 
in beighi, over which rises the tiiongiilar portion in a series of 
corbels, sack 5 oonises in depth; the width of the opening is 4 
feet 10 inohes There is no dividing sill, and from the fspsde 
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oi tha tample is aridan^ that the oeU, with ite attaobdd portion ia 
iha thiehiMS of the mil iUoli, itood alofle without toy adjonots 
in front. Thera aro, howaver> the remeine of a mhdmuniapa, 
whioh ms added on ia leoont timea but it ia widely di^eat in 
oonstruotion and in maiaiial to the old temple, and is probablj^ 
not so old as the Bntlah ruU in India. The object of worabip 
inudo ia named Siddhaswar, bemg a Urge lingam, spparontly 
in aliu. I oonolude, thorofore^ that the tampio was original^ 
, SaiTio. Boudes the lingam there are insi^ a ukked Jaiu 
atoodiag figure, a ten-ormed female, and a Oanesa; the Jain 
figure ia oloar proof of the oxistenoe of the Jain religion in these 
parte in old times, though I cannot point to the pretnae temple 
or spot whioh was derotod to tbU sect. The temple had 
subordinate templee disposed round it in tbo usual manner; there 
were seven round the three aides and four ooniera, and one in 
front, the last being most probably a temple to Kandi, the pdhane 
of Sira. The whole group was onoloi^ within a iquorolffioh 
oaoloeuro; subordiDOte temples and walla aro equally in ruins 
now, forming Isolated and long mounds roepeotirely.’' 

Binkora.— Pmnpal town and odminiitrative beadquartera of 
the district, situated in 23*’ 14' N. and 87^ E, on the Kharag* 
pur«frianiol branch of the BengaUNfigpiu Bailwey, Tho town is 
bounded on the north by tho Gandheawarl, and on the south by 
the Dbalkiior or Dw&rkeewor, both riTeis uniting at a place oalled 
Bhuteahar, 3 miles to tbo south-east Per munioipol purposes, 
it inolndae the adjoining villages of Blmpur, Nuton^ati, 
Kendudl, Lokpur, Rljgrlm, if&skitl, PRtpur, Qopinftthpur, 
LodihA, MunS, Keth^rdioga, and Demar&ri Gopfn&^pur, the 
area thus grouped together for adminiatrative purposes being 
S*96 square miles. The town proper is, however, little more 
than a mile in longth from west to e^ and slightly over bal£^* 
mile in breadth from north to south. The population, aoooiding 
to the oe&eus of 1901, is 20,737, of whom 19,353 are Hindus, 
while 903 are hfubamxnadsns, and 168 are Ohiietlans. 

Before the opening of the nilwey, BinhurA was a small and 
somewhat etroggUng town, but sinoe then it bsi been expanding 
greatly, emd new houses are springiug up in every quarter. The 
number of those roofed with tiles or built of briok is still 
oomparatiyely unall, however, and almost all are tbetohed with 
straw. The public buildings, e.p., the public oourts and offices, 
hospital, senina hospital, jail, poet office, and 2UA school, lie in 
the eouth'Wesiem quarter of the town neat the residenoe of the 
'Oolleotor, a fine togalow in spacious grounds known as Bill 
House. X little further ofi in the same direction is the 
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'Earopeaa qnarier, with the drouit house, between whiob end the 
poblio offices ate the police linee, these being the old buraohe 
formerly oooupied by the troope stationed at B&nhizrfl. Thore are 
three mAin roads riumiog from west to east through the town, 
of whioh the middle one is lined with shops and ia known as the 
baser. Tins is the meroantlle quarter, the v'^i^^pal merohiuits 
bdsg ZDoatly Morw&rls. There is also n droular ro&d called the 
Tilgrim it ood, oe it was made, about 20 yoars ago, in order Co 
dirert the stream of pilgrims, whioh formerly passed throngh the 
oentre of tho town os tho way to Farl, and thereby to diminish 
the danger of contagion and disease. It branohee oil from the 
Blnkur&'Hlinlganj road at the Tillage of Seai&kol north of the 
Gandheewarl riror, whioh it crowes in a southerly diieetion, join¬ 
ing the Bishnuput load a little to the east of B&nhurs at the 
tauk oolled Nabln Dntta’s task. Two markets are held within 
the XQunioipaUty, one in the town and tho other in the auhurb of 
^ KljgrKiQ. The formor, whioh belongs to the munidpaUty, is 
' held in a masonry struoture built by public subsoription in 1666, 
the greater portion of the coat bdng oontnbnted by Bai Qad&dhar 
Baser) k BahAdur of AjodhyS. Tho latter was ooostruoted in 
1668 at the cost of tho munidpality. 

The town itself is modem, and there is no building oi 
antiquarian intereit. There ore a few Hindu temples and a 
Huhammodon mosque, the oldest temple being that of Eoghunltb 
at lUmpur, whioh bears date 1661 oi tho Saka era or A.B. 
1640. A number oi tho modem buUdinp owe their origin to 
the enterprise of European miulonariee. The first missionary 
who worked here was the Hevd. J. Weltbreoht oi the Ohuctdi 
Himonary Sooiety, who need to vliit the town from Baldwin os 
far back ae 1840. He nersr resided in BOnkurl, but established 
Bsreral sbhools, the bhisf oi which, founded in 1846, bas since 
beooms the 2iU school. The first European missionary who made 
his residence in Blnkurl was the BortL J. R. Brosdbead of the 
Wesleyan Mission, who oomvenoed work lu the year 1677 and 
reuded here for 10 years. Iluring that time he built the present 
gitW Tnuking school in the Mission compound, the ohuroh, and 
o^her property belonging to the Mission in L&Ibozar to the east 
of the town. In 1669 the Kuohkuohift High school was started 
by the Bevd. W. 8pink, and the work thus begun has been 
oarried on steadily. The Wesleyan Mission now maintains a 
large college and High school, a Middle yernaoular eohool, 
a female Training school, and tiiree Primary girls’ schools. The 
work in oonneotion with the Leper Asylum on the outskirts of 
the town is also under the superrieion ol members of the Mission> 
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ihoug’b Che huildiogS} whioh were erected m 190^ belong to ibe 
Miseion io Lepen in IndU and the Ewi. The town &Uu owee 
to the UiMioa the Central Hall sear the poet office, hoilt by the 
Revd. J. W. Dathie in 1899. 

The olimate of the town u dry and healthy, and the place 
u now begionisg to be regarded ta a health resort for Indian 
gentLeoan, ospooially for those angering from febrile oonplicia* 
Uone, with the result that aeveral reiidente of Oaloniia are 
building heuaee in the town. The drainage is naturally good 
but there u diffleuUy in obt^ing a good supply of drinking 
water during tho hot weather. In the mootbi of April, Uay and 
JunOi the water in meet of the tanks beoomea aoeoty, anditii 
neoessary for the people to get watei* from (he ^ondheewarf and 
Dhalkiior tiTere. The railway station ie situated about a mile 
from the town iteelf and baa removed the diffloulty of oommunioa- 
tion which formerly existed, but oart and paesenger tralfio ie still 
impeded to lomo extent by the risen on either lide. On tho 
north thore ii a oauseway aoross the Qaudheewarl river, but it is 
often impaeeable for days ut a time, when tbo river rieaa in flood 
during the ralne. On the south the bulk of the tralBo fi brought 
by bullooks and buliook oaite along three main roads to the south* 
vest, south and south»eMl. As the river Bhslkisor flows from 
west to east along (ha southern portion of the town, each of ihsM 
roads has to cross the rirer before rsaohbg the town; and as there 
ia no oaaseway aoroei this river, and it Is a wide stretch of sand 
during the hot westhor, the difficulty of bringing fully loaded 
oarts norosa it is conalderable. 

Bfinkuri SubdlYlsion.—Wosten subdivision of the district, 
lying between 99^ 88^ and 28° 38^ K. and between 36° 3^ 
and 87* 26' E. with im area of 1,921 square miles. The 
subdivision is bounded on tbe north by the river Elmodsr, 
which separates it from Burdwftn, on tho south by Midas’ 
pore, on the east by the Bisbm^ur subdivirioni and on the 
west by USnbbQm. It is composed of undulating ooontiy 
covered in many places with scrubby jungle, coppice wood and 
rooky boulders. iTie soil is mainly laterite, aod snb’SoU water 
is found at a depth of 80 to 60 feet, after impinging en hard 
solid rook. To the oast li merges in tbe alluvial plaio, but to the 
west the surface is more irregular, the undulations become 
more marked, and namerous low juagle-olad hills ooonr. Few 
of the hills are of any great height, but Snsuni&is 1,442 feet 
and BiharinSth l,i69 feet above sea level. Here, and eepeoisJly 
in the Eh&ir& and Raipur tbSnas to the south’west, the scenery 
is very like that of OhoU Nagpur. Tho principal ritera era 
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Bftoiodar Co ilio nortk, Uio DlmlkiKn' ond the Guidhuverti 
whioh UAiCo ftt a dieUooo of about 3 isiZee from Blabcil, the 
Sill, vhioh is a tributarj of iho Dftmodar, the SUaii the Ja/- 
pandu end the EAeai, which flow through the eouth'Weet, 
aod iho BhairabbinkT, which flewe through the south of the 
lubdiTiiica. Theie rivore are hill etroame, which liw iq flood 
during hearf rain and as apesdily auheide; but at times the 
floods in the Dhslkieor, Dimodar, Silai and Siaailsei fordone 
together. 

The population of tlie anbdirieion was 712,003 in IflOl, as 
eompared with 002,337 ia 1801. The donaltj of population is not 
great, for tlie lub^viaion, which lios on the fringe of the Ohoti 
Nigpur platoau, and is leea fertile and less thioklj peopled than 
the Bishnupur eubdivision, sapports onij 371 penons to the 
square mile. Itooutoins 4,009 rUloges and one town, BAnkurS, 
the headquarters of the district. 

Bishnupur.—Headqoarteia of tho subdirisioiL of tho eaioe 
name, rituated in 23^ d' N. and 87^ 20' £. a few miles south of 
the Dhalkisor river. For municipal purposes the town is held to 
include a number of Tillages, the area within municipal limits 
being 8 square milee, but the town proper is ool^ about 2 miles 
in length. It has a population, aocording to the census of 1901, 
of 19,090 ponena. 

Historically, Bishnupur ia the most iDtereeting place in the 
district, as it was the capital of the lUj&s of Bishnupur, who, even 
sa late aa the period of Uuhsmoiadaa rale, though nominally 
tributary to the blawibe of Murtbid&b&d, frequently eieroiaed 
todepsndent powers. A aketob of the history of the house baa 
been given in Chapter 11, and it will be aaffioient here to state 
that in the 16th century the family rapidly declined. They 
were impoverished by the ravages of the MarAthia, and the 
famine of 1771 depopulated their territory and oompleted their 
ruin. The mUforiunaa of the R&jK were aggravated by family 
disadDsiona end by the omahing weight of land revenue, which 
he was unable to pay, to that eventually Me estate waa sold 
by Government for arreara of revenue ia 1606. Their estates 
thus lost, the BkjSi were dependent upon ponsiooe granted 
by Goversmeni and some revenuo'lree property whioh they 
had originally auigned to various idols. The iuoome of this 
(UhoUar property wsa small, however, and liabilities bad been 
incurred which no B&jA conld clear ofl. So far from deoxeas- 
log, their debts oontinued to grow, and gradually most of the 
dibottur property had to be mortgaged or sold to meet the 
demands of oreditore. 





157 


Tlie Utt of ibo BAjSs weo BSm Kriahnfl Sisgih Dob, vbo died 
leaving no eoa. In obedienoOi it U repoitod, to the wiahes of 
the B&jft, the oldest RSnl trAnsferred the property by ft deed of 
gift to Nllmftni Siegh, o nephew of her haebnnd. He» in his tom, 
heoamo beaTily io'volred in debt, and whet little d»bM(tt' property 
voe left wee elioneted by an ijdfd lease for 51 yeare, whioh, 
howoTer, ib said to be ignored by hie widow. GoTemment hu 
granted a pension of Bs. 75 to the Bsjfi’e widow for her main- 
ten anoo and for the odiiootion of her son, a yoimg boy, named 
BAm Ohaadra Singh Deb. Other reolpiente of pensloai are a nieoe 
of the lato lUji and two othes widows. Though the title of B&jE 
^ed with Efim Knehna Singh Deb, and his deeoendonts are in 
suoh redooed oiroumstances, the leading rapresentati^ of the 
family are still popularly oaUed JiSjAi or BAals, as the case 
may be, end are treated with great reepeot by the people. 

Other branghee of the family ere fouid in Tambnadi, ladle 
and KnohiSkoI, a aeparaiion haring been effected after the 
struggle which, as related in Chapter II, tooh place at the end of 
the 18th cesitoTy between the laling Bljl, Ohaitanya Singh, 
and his kinsman, Dlmodoi Singb. Dfimcdar 8ingh made hlmaelf 
anew home at Jlmkandii where he oommenosd building forti* 
fiofttione, which were nerer ooapleted. The descmdante of 
Ohaitanya Singh are fonod in the anoestrel hone at Bishnupur 
and also at Ind&s and Kuohi&kol. 

Eridecce of the power oaee held by the B&jSs of Bishonpur 
is afforded by the remabe still found in the itm, tbongh there 
is little beyond a nanber of templee and some enoient taoke to 
justify the tradition that ** Bishnupur was the most renowned 
oity in the world, and more beautiful than the bentif ol house 
of India in hdareo.*’ The bail dings, it is said, were of pure 
white stone; intbin the walls of the palace were tbeatree, 
embdUished rooms, dwelling honsee, and dressing rooms; and thers 
were also a treasury, housee for elephautSi barraolu for soldiers, 
Btablae, storehouses, armouries, eto. The oity was oooe strongly 
fortified by a long oonneoted line of onrtaina and bsstiona, mea- 
b T ifia g seren miles in length, with email cdnmla; ravelins ooveriog 
many of the oortains. Within this outer line of fortifioations, 
and w^t of the oity, lies the oitadel, and within this again the 
lUj&'spalaoe. What the palace may have been in the palmy 
days of its ancienfc chiefit ia diffioalt to eay, bot at present 
an inagnifioant pile of brick butidingi, surrounded by ruins, 
marks the site. A number of fine temples etill remaio, however, 
to attest the former proi^srity of the Bisbnnpur Bsj. These 
temples are situated partly in the modem town of Bishnupnr, 
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perils i&side tbe old and partly near the I^b&ndli, a fiaa 
largo aheet oi wator aoulli oi tha £o;t. In tha town are tha 
tamplea known os kfallaawar, Madaii Mohan, Muralt Mohaa, and 
Hadan QopAl; in the fort ara tha Syftm Kai, Jor BaagU, LAljl 
and Bidha Syftm tomplae ; while the Lalbandh group Inoludea 
throe templaa bearing the oollaotiTO name of Jor Mandir, the 
tamploa galled 2lU Oliftnd, llftdli& Qohiad> E&dbk Midhab, 
and another undated temple, galled NandaUl. Other ondated 
templee In the fort ore a duplioate of the Joif BangU temple 
and a few minor ahrinee near the R&ji’e palaoe ; and In the town 
oloie to Madaa Hohan ie another undated temple in a dilapidated 
atate. 

Aoeording to Dr. Bloehj Suporiateodent of tlie Arohnolo* 
giool finrrey, Eaetem Oirole, ^e twelve dated templee range 
in ehronologioal order ai iollowi* 
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Begarding their general ieatureeDr. Blooh writei;—''It ie 
not on aeooant of their age or their hietorioal auoolationB that 
these temples olaim the intereet of aroheologiite, but beoause 
they reproeont the moet complete eet of epeoimens of the peoaliar 
Bengali style of temple orobiteoture. Thie style baa not yet died 
out. It will be familiar to any ono who has taken a trip up 
the Hooghly river from Oalontta. All along the banks oi the 
stream one meets with rows of iiz to twelve tiny little shrines 
with ouTved roofs, arranged in a line, and over these rise here 
and there larger buildings with one to five or even mote 

* P«p«vt, Arcb. Sdrr. Ben^ Ciraja,/«r in)S. 04 > ANb. Sorr. 

lod. ror'ieOt'OAi A diffareot obroaoUgr li glvm b; Hr- Digltr is Rtperte 

Afob. 8orr. Zrd., Vn. vui, pp. 1308*206. 
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Am&U towdrft- The g&nanX pri&oipU TipOQ whioh the lajt type 
u (UT&nged it fairly aimpla. The temple cooiiaU ef a equara 
bulldiixg mth a oiiTred roof ; upon tbia riaeo one tomr in 
the oontre, either alone or surrounded by four, eight, and dTen 
twentj-foor amnU corner iowore. Aooording to namber, 
the temple ie oalled ponoheuatno, naHiraina, eto. The main 
building hu au open galler/, generally on throe ^dei only, 
'erliioh lurronnds the inner obambor or thAiiurbarl, the room where 
the image ia plaoed upon the ptdi or altar. Staira lead up to the 
towers of the roof. The eutaide walle are oorered all OT«r with 
email omred brioh panola, the oarriogi repreaentiag rellgioui 
Bcenea, generally from the history of Krishna, cr aimilar farourito 
sahjeote. ^ 

"la Biehnnpur tbii type is ropresented by the temploa of 
Sylm Bat and Madan Mohan, built of briohs, and by (hose of 
Xjftljl^ lUdha Sy&m and Madan Q^il, boilt of lat^ite. The 
first temple is porhape the oldest ipedtoen of the pawhctafna 
type that exists in Bengal. Nowhere outside Bengal projw 
baa this style of tonple arobiteotnre been found, and owing to 
the late date of all the existing epedmene, it is difBcult to deoide 
whether it existed at all to pre-Huhammadan timee. The ourred 
battlements of the roof, made in initatioA of the roof of the ordi¬ 
nary Tillage hut, oertaiuly mast baxe been peeuUar to tbs arobi- 
teoture of Bengal before the Mubammadans took orer the oountry, 
for they hare introdaoed it into their own boJIdings, evidently 
adopting merely one of the charaoteristio featnm of the arohiteo- 
ture of tbe oonntry. . . Another type of modem Bengali temple 
ia repreiented by the Jor Bangli in Bisbnupnr. In general plan 
it differs little from the preriona type. Theeentral ^Adlurirfn’ 
creanot^iary is surrounded on foor sides by a gallery and has a 
few small side ohambere, one for the stairs losing up to the 
tower on top of the roof. But there if a oonspiouous diflerenoe 
in the elevation of the min building, As its came Jor BangU 
or double bungalow implies, it looks like two Bengali huU joined 
together. The roof likowise has one town in the oentre. The 
int ii not so oommon u the panoftaraino or noM^’alna typoe, 
but ii found to other plaoes besidoe Biibnupur.*'* 

Altogether four distinot types may be djlinguished. The 
first has a single square tower and is represented by the Malles- 
war temple. Tha seoond has a aingle tower rsiting on a square 
building with the ourved Bengali roof; tbe best examples of this 
type in briok are Madan Mohan, and in laterite Ltljl and 
EidhfcSyam. Of t he pmofurrMna type, with five towera ca the 

~ ~ • lUperli Arsti. Bart. Iad» for iSOI •))*, 
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sAiud buildings the beet exeraple is biiok is the 6;&ni U&i temple, 
And is laterite the Kiidas 0opU temple. The fourth tjpe la the 
JorBflsgU type wiilt two buildings shaped like a Bengali hut 
joined together, with a small tower on top. Among these teioplee 
the M&dan GlopKl tomple in anlqno, as it is tlie only speolmen in 
Uterite of the paMharaina typo. Tho Jor Baugli tomple is, 
bowoTer, perhaps the most interostisg one from on arobmological 
point of Iview. Tho Syftm Bol toiuple bos tbo fisost speoimeoa 
of oA?Tod tiles, its walls being ootoi^ with carvings in biiok j 
And tho Madao hfohao is also a fine building in fair proserva- 
t(OQ| with a deep maaonry water basin outside the tomple court 
to the north. The oldest of tho tomploe is MaUeswar, 

The materials of which the temples were built are either brick 
or laterito, whiob is easily obtained in the district. The briok 
temples are nobly oorored with carvings, and in spite of the an* 
suitable materioli the Uterite tomplee also hare carvings here and 
there, but moat of the latter have been oovered by plaster and 
osment. 

Besides these temples, there ie a onrious straeture outside the fort 
eaUsd the Bftehmaneha, a high structure which wae formerly used 
for pui^ng np idols during the B&eh feetivol in honour of Znshna, 
It oonsiits of a ^uore ohamber, surrounded on each side by 
three gollorioe, with ton, eight and live arohod oponinga reepeo* 
tively, and covered by a large pyramidal roof. UnMunately, 
the building is in a Tory bad staU of repair, and it would be too 
ooitly to restore it. Tim masoory work Mems to have been put up 
in a hurry; and it is now portly fallen and loosened everywhere, 
so that the restoration of the building would practically involve 
dlsmontling and rebuilding it entirely. 

The fort is surrounded by a high earthen woU and has a brood 
moat round it. The approach is tlirongh a fine large gateway 
built of Uterite, with arrow elite on either side of the entranoe 
for arohere or rifiomcn. This gateway, which Is koown os the 
Paihcif’ d(irj4, ij.f the atone door, has a double*8toreyad gallery on 
each eide of the central passage, but the floor of tho upper 
etorey, whioh was originally supported by horisontil Uterite 
beams, is now broken. In the weetom wall of the fort is a 
ouiions old building oonsieting of four solid briok walls with no 
entranoe except from above. It Lae no roof, and, according to 
looal tradition, woe a dungeon in whioh orimmola were thrown 
and left to die of stsfration, their eufferioge being aggravated by 
the nails whioh studded ita bottom and sides. It appears more 
probable, however, that it served the prosoio but more useful 
purpose of a water-reservoly. The fort encloeyre is a piotures^se 
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pldM And would b« Loi aoliko ui Efiglub wM>e it sot for 
ibo QumorouB toiaplat loattarsd o?dr it 

TboroAro also & nnmbei of omuou lyinp about uooarad N)r. 
Obo of tkoao ia a ranurkablo pUo« of iron ordaisoa, apiwmi^ 
modd of 69 hoops or abort oylindera of wrought iron waldad 
Cogetbar, and OTorl/ing ftsotbor oyllnder, alio of wrought iron, 
tho whole being wall waldad and worked togaihar» The IndeBta- 
tiona of the hammoia and the joining of tho hoops are still plainly 
vlaiblo. Though ozpoeed to all waathen^ it ia still free from 
ruat. and baa a bUok polished inrfoea. Ita extrema length ia' 
12 loot 61 inohas, tba ^ameter of the bora bahig 11^ iaiibae 
at tba musale, and 11^ inohaa tbrongbout the ramainder of iU 
leogdi. It ie BOW lying half buried in the groundi and a eimilar 
gun ia said to be at the bottom of one of the lakea. TrodiUon 
itataa that a deity gnya them to one of the old Rsj&s of Bishnu* 

E iir, and the one atill above ground ia held in great veneration 
y the people. It ia known na Dalmardan (oommonly pronounced 
Balmadal), and popular legend relates that in the reign of 
Qopal Singh, when Bhasku Pandit attacked Bishnupui at the 
bead of the ihe god Uadan Mohan hiioself fired it and 

repelled the invadors. 

On a high rampart jnat oatiule the fort gate are four more 
oannon, made of wrought iron, about 6 feet long and vazyiag in 
thioknees from 6 at the muasle to a foot at the breaoh. The 
masale of one is ehaped like a tigor’a bead and has ornamental 
bands round tbo barrel i the others are pLuner, bat have one 
or two ornamental bands. Two have burst, bat the otbsr two are 
still Brad onoe a year to annoiinoe to tho dwellers in M&Uabhum 
the time of the BandH Fuji on the seoool da^ of ihi Burgft 
POjA festival. One of the former abowioleody enongb the way in 
which it was made. I^g bands of iron are placed boritontally 
orv smoll iron hoops forming tbe bore, and this again is ooveied 
with larger wrougbt-iron hoopa welded togethar, which form the 
outside of the banal. It is said that there wore formerly many 
more of thiae guns, and that the otbets are now buried in the 
moat at the foot of the ramparts, having boon wantonly thrown 
down into it. 

4 quaint logondatUobea to the introduction of tbo wonhip 
of tbe god Madtn Mohan mentionod in oonneotion with the 
Dalmirdau gun. According to some, the idol of this god won 
originally in the house of a Biihman named Bbamnl, who was 
a reodent of a village in pavgono Bisbnapnr. Acoording to i 
oth era, it was in the house of a Er&bman of the same name in ^ 
Blrbhtim, part of wbiob lay within Ihe territory ruled over ^ 
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Bulmupur lUjS B!r Hlmblr, iiia snid, saw ibis idol 

Tphilo out b\\Qti]ig, and attraotod by its boanty and by a aweot 
aoont, rosombiing tlio psrfumo o£ a lily» wIuJi emoiiat^ from it, 
deiomuuod tc sooim it. Tko BriUnuui, boNvuvar, would not part 
with tbd idoli and ibo lUj& ibsroforo atolo and broTiglit it to 
Biibnnpur. ILo Br&bmau wont out iu soaroU of bis beloved idol, 
and at Uat dame to Bialmupui; but ibo idol was kept oouoealod, 
and the whole towu eobood with Stiiiionklr/an, nudor tbo orden oi 
the Kij&» Iu doipair, the BrfthmAH wne about to drown bltoeelf 
in the tlvor liimi, w)ie& a Voiuan told liim that tboBajRliad 
hidden away the idol. 

The BrAhman acoordiugly confrouted tlie IlAjil, aud tbroaUnod 
that unleae he showed him the iuinge oi tho god, ho would kill 
hineel! The lUja promiiod to ibow it to him next morning, aud 
ordered bis artiians to preparo a dgaro wbloh should be ite oxaot 
counterpart. Thia bo tried uoeuooeeefally to palm of! ou tho 
Brlhnm, and at last bod to ihow him the real idol The 
Srthman, however, atill refused to part with it, until tho 
god Madon Mohan himself appeared iu a dream, and told him 
that he was plooeod with the end would not leave him. 
After that, Modon Mohau remoinod at Biebuupur, enjoying 
the devout vonoratiou of its lUj&i, and numorouj stoiioe are 
told of hia diviuQ powers. The original idol was at last lost 
by li&jf M&dbcib Singh, when pergaM Biabunpui was sold 
forsrroare of reveune. The lUjA went to Ooloutta to prefer 
an appeol and tbne regola Lie eamindflil, taking tbo idol 
with him, as he used to wonbip it every day. Thero be took 
a Loan from Qokul Milra of BUgUbaxor, pledging the Idol for 
its repayment. Tbo BAJ& Icet bis oase, and Ookul Mitre wonld 
not allow him to take the idol away until he had paid oil hfa 
debt. AI tho BaJa ocnld not do thie, the idol woe kept in 
Oaloutta, and there it has remained ever sinoe.* 

In the vioiziity of the town and within the old iortifiostiona 
there are seven ploturesque lakes, called LAlbAndh, KrishnabAndh, 
GAnt&tbAndh, JamunAbAndh, BallndibSodh, 8y&mb&ndh and 
Pokib&ndh ; the gardens and pleasure grounds of tho anoient 
BijAa are said to have been laid out along the LilbAndh, These 
lakee were made by the anoient B&jas, taking advantage 
of the natural hollows, built embankments aoros then so oe to 
confine the surfsoe drainage. They served to furnish the oity ond 
fort with a never filing supply of good fresh water, and also 
helped to flood the moats round the forts, adding greatly to the 
Blrength ' of the place. Bat unfortunately these lakes have now 

^ V * Otiiar r«(srdb| lbs loii Ui« idol irlU 14 foiiad ee p. SO 
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•iZUd up, and a ooD&ddrabla por^oD boa been oulttvated and 
tuned into pa4d7 6elde. 

Apart from remAsoj deeoribed abore, there ia little of 
intarfiet mtbe town. It oontaiu tbe usual aubdiyieional oourta 
and offloM, iwoMun^fs’ oourte, a sub-]ail» HigH aobooL, dispeoear 7 
and inspection bungalow, wlacU call for uo deeoriptioa. Tba 
railway station is ntuated a milo from the town proper. The 
portion of the town oooapied by the aabdivisional oi&oea goes by 
the name of MaiflUih Obhhunl, f.i, tUe hfartthh oarop; and 
south of it Lies the entronoe to the old f orblGeaiions which is called 
J)lr if d/yd, i.e., the warrior's door. In the town proper the 
peui^y of good, Bubetantial biiok dwellisg^boiues is somewhat 
notioeable. Tbe people say that the ohief cause of this was the 
rapadty of former JiSj&s, whioh rendered it dangeroui for any 
one to abow aigns of vealtb. Under theee oiiocimstanoee, mud 
and tlmtob proved safer than brick and mortar; and though tbe 
immediate oauso has been long ataeo removed, the modern 
townsmen adhere to the unpretentious dwellings of tbeir fore* 
fathers. Another eitikiug foatore is the number of singnsst 
tanks dotted all over the town, which arc often a sooroe of 
disease. Tbe chief industries are the manufacture of hraaa end 
bell'Rtetal utensils, shell omameofs, silk fabrics and tobacco. 
Tbe silk fabrloe and tobacoo have more than a local reputation, 
and the soentod tobacco made here is said to be cne of the bast 
brands in Bengal. 

Biebnupiir, it may be added, was formerly famous for its 
musical inititutioos, and there arc still several Indian auaicians 
of some renown, as well as a musical school. 

Biahnupul* 8ubdl7iaion<—Bloaterniubdivlsiond the district, 
lying between 9^ 64' and 28^ £6' N. and between 87^ 18' and 
67° 40' E., and extonding over 700 square mtlei. It is bounded on 
the north by the river Dlmodnv, on tbe south by the distiioti of 
Hoeghly and Muluapon, cn the eaet by Bnrdwtn, and on tbe 
west by Ihe BinkuiS subdivision. The subdivision is forthi 
most part a flat ollnvial plain proasnting the appearauoe of the 
ordinary paddy flelda io Bengal, but In the western portion, and in 
* tbe tract bordering on the Hidnopore district, the land ii rindulai' 
ing, tbe soil is Uterltio, and tbe lurfaoe is covered with low scrub 
jungle. The principal tivere are the Dbalkisor, Birai and SkU. 
The Dbalkisor flows nearly through the middle of the Bishnupur 
thSna from weet to east. The Bir&i is a tributary of the Bbal- 
kisor, and the Salt enters the aubdivision from the weet and 
falls into the DSmodar. The population was 404,356 in 1901 
against 377,311 in 1891, the density b«ng 678 persons to the 

K 2 


1^4 


BASKVIA* 


•quoN mile. It OMiUins Tillages and two towaij Tis., 

Biflbnnpur, ils bssdqtiarten> end Soniiankhi. 

ChlLfttn&.-^A tillsge m the Bftaknrt eabdiviAon, btusted 
cm the B&mkuii^ranUft rosii, 8 miles west of the former plmoe. 
It s polios OUtpOst QOll S SlsliOD QD tho DoOgsUNftgpUJ 

lUilvsy. There ere some rsmsine of sroboologioel imlereet, 
of vbiah the ioUowiDg soooiint is given by hfr. Bogler in 
Tfi* Jiip^rlt 6f lk$ Arekirohvknl 6'wTS/ ^ India, YoL VUI. 
"The prinoi^ remsiM eoiuiit of some tomples and raiiu 
withifr a briok enciosore; the moloiura and the brick tomples 
that exieted having long bsoome mere monnds, vliilo the lotorite 
templse stiU stand. The bricks used ire mostly inscribed, and 
the ioioription gives s nomewhitdi I reed aa Soulis UUt& 
while tbs pnntiit\ reed it m XXsaiiis UUn lUjft; the dote 
st the end is tho in sU, y'u., Soke 1470. There ore 4 
difirent varieties of the inioriptioiu, two ongnved sad two 
in relief; the brioks were olesiiy stooiped wbUo still soft and tliou 
burnt. Trsdition idsntiflee CUUUoi with \AsnU or YkUnli 
Ifigtrs. At Dokiba's isoriOoe, H is imd, one of the limbs of 
Tkrvsti fell hers, which tbeoM derived its ntms oi Yisnii 
Nogars or BkhnlylNagarsr s nsne mentioned in tbo old Bongsli 
poet CbondT Dis. Its present noma GlibUnl is derived from a 
grove ef eMUtMt or oiJ/ju trees, wlucA existed here. The lUjIs 
of tho ooantry were origiosliy Bribroans sad lived at Bihulyft 
Nsgors. One of them would not worship PftrvstT uadar hov 
form of Vlsuli Dsvt, and her fsvoar being withdrawn from him, 
he was killed hy ths Simonies (Soonta f) Ssatils, who reigned a 
long time. At lost, the people rose up and killed oU the Seymts 
they oould; one nun only eeosped by hiding in the hones of a 
low oeste potter (KnmbAr). For reason, to this day, the 
Ssonii will eat and drink with ths Snmhtrs. 

To this man Yisuli Bert spewed in a dream, sad eaoour* 
aged him to try his fortune, omaring him of suooesi. Ihe aun 
wu filled with profound reapeot for her, and hsviag aadergone 
various lasts, eto., he gathered togotber II other Sooals and kept 
wandering in the jangUs. One di^, when T«y bimgry, they 
met s woman with s boeket of faedue on her heed. She, pitying 
their condition, gore them one ^teoe from her besket; th^ e^ed 
for more, sad she gave ; but one of then iinpsUently enstohed 
sway one from her. However, the Id Saouls were refreshed, and 
the woman was highly jessed. Celling them, ebe said— Qq 
nto the jungle oad take IS kmd or hradit saplings, and go and 
fight tor you Bftj ; Yianli Devi and I will rntore year lisj.” 
The^ sooordtngly sallied oat, killed the Hfiji, oad obUined 
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pofaeaioQ of tho kmgdoiQ ag&ia. Then iwelTe nzled joinilj; 
the men 'ffho bad esa^ed the buii died fint; the remaioing 
elereo ruled hy turns till, findiog 26 too tronblnomo, the/ agrood 
to giro the sole power to oco oi their utusW. The deeoendants 
oi these men ere tho present ^manta who oall thomeeWee 
Ohhatrie. 

“The temple is ssoribed to Hamira tTtaro E&js and the 
legend about it is that Y&suU Deri one uigbt appeared in a dream 
to the lUjfl, and —“Behold, oertein oertzoeu and mak^ons 
are paasiAg throng your teiritory and are at this moment under 
a particular tree ; they have witb them a stone in whioh I bave 
taken up my abode. Take it and aot it up to be vorsbipped, tor 
I am pleased with you, and will remma with you.’’ The B&ji, 
aooordiogly sent men and stopped the irutki^oni and oarimea, 
and seised the stone in payment of groiuid rent for the ground 
they bad ooonpied during the night. He then set it up in the 
temple wbioh we now see." 

Aaotber version of tfaoee legends and a hietory of the fatnily 
of the samlndAn of OhMtna will be found in the ortiole on 
6 &mantabbum. 

There ie a tank at Ohhdtni called Eolpokharia. Although 
Hmall in area, it is deep, and its water never fails. It is baUered 
to be very acoient; indeed, the family records of the samln- 
dfira of Ghhatna nhr to it as in esdstenoe before the reputed 
date of the foundation of their family (1403 A.B.). A quaint 
legend attadhes to it. It is said that in tbe days when the lUjSe 
of Ohhitni were very powerful and the goddess Yieuli was very 
mcoh revered, a girl about 3 years old asked a tAnkMrif i.e., 
a woman eelling shell bracelets, who was posemg by the aide 
of the tank, to give her some brooelets. The woman baring 
enquired who would pty the price, she replied that her father was 
a oertain Eeghoria who worshipped Y&euH, and that he would 
pay her out of the money kept in the wall of bis house. On this, 
the women gave her the ornaments, and gcosg to the Deghoria 
infoimod him of what had happened and asked for the price of the 
bracelets. The Deghoria, who hod no daughter, was surprised^ 
and his surprise became the greater whan he found moafy at 
the plaoe mentioned, fie then went with the woman to the 
Bolpokhoria tank, and there two bauds decorated vpith the shell 
bracelets appeared shove the water. 

Ghbinpnr.^A village in the B&nkuri subdivision, situated 
about 6 south-east oi OndS, and 6 miles weet of Biehaupox, 
at a Stance of about a mile south of the B&nkUTft*Buhnapnr 
road. It oontaius a ruined temple biult of latehtej whiob is eaid 
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to hftvo boesu oi^colsd bj tbo Bifiknupux HsjSfl, It 1b Imowti 
M tbo iomplo of By&mBu&drir Tli&kur, m it uwd to oonUiu on 
iaiago of t^iot d^ty boforo it beoamo diIapi(]Ai4}d, 

I)balbh5m.‘-'A namo given to parpanst Supur and AmbikS* 
nftgftr, /•<*., tbo traot of<oountiy comprlied tvithm tbo Kb&tr& 
tb&oa. Acoording to tradilion, thie tmt was originally ruled ovor 
by B Ki 3 & of tlis wuliorinon oasCo, c&llod Olimtinani llhoLft] and 
tSeptt or grain moQiuvo itaod in tlioao pQi' 0 ftna$ is BtilioaUod CMhU^ 
utsTi I pel i. Logond gOBS on to say tb at DUolbbum was wxostod from 
Inra hy one JagannliJi Dob of Dholpni in lUjpntAna, wbo wont 
on a pilgrimogo to JagannAtl) (Purl), ond on lue way book 
paid a visit to tlio Kawib at Ouitaok. X'liQ NawSb oalled him 
*^Sblbt&d&" toeaning api'incQ, and tbe qtiick-wiitod HAjput at 
onoe begged that Ihe title thus givon miglit bo oondrmed. Plooaod 
by his ready address, the Naw&b gave him some of bis troops to 
aoablo him to win the title by carving out a prmoipnUty for him* 
self, Jagannitb Deb then came to Supur, nttaoksd and defeated 
C^nUmanl Dl)obA, and became 1Uj& oi Supur. In oommomora* 
tion of this oonquest^ Jagann&tb Dob was called Dbabal, and 
onjcysd the ShibeldA bestowed on him by the blaw&b. 

After 62 goneratioos had passed, tbo Super Kk}, as it is locally 
celled, woe divided in ooosoqunioo of a diiputod euoceeuon, Tek 
Cliandra, the older eon of tbo UAj&i receiving a 0| snnae sliaro, 
and the younger Kbai^goiivar a 6^ annas abare< Tlio fonnor 
oontinned to live at Supur, and the Utter settled at Ambikk- 
nagar about 8 nilea from fiupur. The desoendanta of Tek 
Obandra booame Uoavlly involved in debt, and the greater portion 
of the Supur estate hu oottsequeutly boon sold. The reddonoo 
of the proeent represontative of Ihie branoh of the family is at 
Eh&trk about two tcUce south of Supur. The doscendants of 
Sbarg^war still live at Ambikinagar, but thoir cetato has 
been sold in eaUsfaction of dobts. Both families are Kebaltriyae 
by caste, and are related to Ihe families of Bishunpur, Eaipur, 
Syimsundaxpur and others, 

DharipSbt.^A village in the Biehnupur eubdivluon, situated 
about 8 miles north of Biihcupur, at a distanoo oi miles to the 
west of the Bishnupur-Flnigaab road* It oontoios a temple dedi- 
catod to an idol called Sy&m Ch&nd Thfikur, commonly known 
as Neng:tg Tbikur; legend reUtoe that on the death of the 
founder of the temple the deity performed his v‘i(ldhn ceremony 
Tbe reputed founder of ihe temple was one Advesh, 
of Dharipit; snd the temple has on iosoription in Bengali 
chorsofers, in which the date 1026 or 1616 Saka (A.D, 1704 or 
1084) <anbe msde cut, Barren women of the locality visit the 
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ehTme> and wonbip Qje idol m ihe hopo tha&bj doing; so thoy 
bo blodsod with offspring. 

£kteswar.—A viUage altustsd sbont S milss $ouUi*saat oi 
B&nkiir& on tbs north bojik of the river BhdkUor. Tbs riUAge 
darives its name from » teraplo dodiosted to Siva, oalled Ekteewair 
whioh is odd to bavo bean built hj tbo BijU of BUhsupur. A 
woU in ibis temple oontains tlu symbol of Brvrv, a lingani osllad 
ff/idJi, os it is bolioved that it sprang up miraonlouely aod was 
not foehionod by mortal bauds. Le^s gotherioga, of which a 
desorption is given below, take place every year on the 
penaltimote day oi the mouth of OhdiTo, and besides that the 
ehrine is visited dally, espedolly on Kondsye, by Hindua who 
oome to make oiferiogs or to worship the god. Tho foUowing 
Aoooont of the temple ie given by bb. Beglor in TM Re^vU 0 / 

ih6 Ajchcwh^xnai 0 / /ndw, Vol. VIII- 

" The temple is remarkable in ite way ; the mouldinga of the 
basement aid the boldest and the finest of say I have seen, 
though qaite plain. Tlie temple woe hniU of loterite, bat bos 
had sandstone and brick nddiUone made to it dace. There axe 
baoes of three diHerent reetomtions or repairs e:iooiited to this 
temple. The first ww a restoration of ths upper portion, whioh 
hod apparently fallen down. In the restoration, the outline 
of the towar and the general appeaionoe of the temple before 
its dUapidarioQ appears to have been entirely ignored, and anew 
design adopted. After this, repairs on a smaU scale were ooiried 
out, of whioh traces are to be seen in variooB patoby porriosa oi 
briok and mortar. Lastly, a series of brick arobes were added in 
front of the temple. The objeot of worship inade is a lisgom, 
whioh is said to have tbmst itsdf up thiough the ground. 
Several pieoes of sculpture, both broken and sound, and almost 
all Brahm&nioal, lie in groups on plolforms outaido, none of any 
epedal interoet and nODO insorlbed.’’ 

Every year the Gharafs PSjd is observed at this striae with 
great enthusiasm. The festival, or pareb, oommeoces in the 
middle of the month of Ohoitra. On the fourteenth day before 
the end of ths mooth the pit bhakit as the chief devotee is 
oolled, shaves and prepares himaelf to Uve the life of on ascetic 
till the close of the f^val. Long before the dawn of the next 
day, the loud sound ol the drum awakens the sleeping inbabltoiita 
of the neighbourhood and reminds thorn that tbs groat parab has 
approached. Oa this cU^ the p6i bltakti is admitted, for the 
time bring, into the order of devotess, and wears tKa tiilarlpa' oi 
sacred thread. Thenceforward, he doily takes out froos the 
temple the pit or sacred seat, oonsisUng of a wooden plank 





9taddsd with im and haying an lion pillow, aod h&thee 
it in & neighhonruig tank. From da^ to d&j tho numher of 
deTotM 0 inoreasefi. Chd moBtly in coloured olothes* with nothing 
hut coloured napbinfl fo protect their headd and ahoulctm frcm 
the eaxEunor eua, thoae deToteee proceed in hatobes to ondfrom 
the temple, with heskeU of flowers or garlands in their lunds, 
followed hj the beating of drumB, ropeeting loudly and fervently 
the vttiiima names of the god Slvft. On the SiT'th clay of the 
month the majority of the hftnhtis heoome initiated; and on tho 
28th (or the 29 th, if tho month bas dX days) on what is known os 
^^phfilbhAngA day, they oat nothing but fruit, oud have byimmo* 
morisl oustcm liberty to take froit frum any tree or garden they 
like, The nest day, known oa the tladw'ghati day, is the moet 
important day of feetirol, for it is the parab or day. 

On this day a m$lA. or fur is hdd within a spaoious 
oompound adjoining the temple, whioh is attended by thouflands 
of people of all olasaea, male and femdo, young and old, from 
every port of the neighboaring country, all in thoir best ottu’o. 
The crowd become larger as the day advances, and is at its 
Uigest in the afternoon. The wholo pUoe is a lively nsrket, 
where ertioles of the most misoeUaneons deeoriptlon, ineludjng 
toys clay figures for diildcen, ore exposed for sale. Jnst 
b^ore evening pdi Is taken to ibe rivor f/haj, is tlccro 
wenhipped by the devotees, and is them earned book to tho temple, 
with the pit hhakli lying upon it, on his book, followed by the 
orowd of devotees. The pathway from the river ghAt to the 
temple is Med with & long proooesion of devotees, attired in 
tbw peculiar manner, with reeds, baskets of flowers, and garlands 
in their hands, round their heads, and round their necks. 
They have fasted the whole day, and have not had even 
a drop of water to moisten their lips, bat repeat as usual, in 
load voices, 2id venous names of the greet deity, and soetter 
flowers over the pai; here and there one sees solitaiy bkokOs not 
walking on foot but rolling on the ground towards the temple. 
Later on, ^ pathway is illuminated, not by oil lamps or oondlee, 
but by numbers of fenlale devotees oarrying on their heads 
earthen pots filled with boining ohorooal, kept alive by potuing 
powdered resin over it. ds night advances, the crowd gradually 
withdraws, and cmly a few speotatozs remain to pass the night 
in the holy place. Among other oei'Qmoniee perform^ in the 
darkness «vhieh follows, a great fire ie lit, whioh is said to be an 
imitation of the cremation of a ioii or virtuous wife with the 
ooipse of her husband, the oeremeny being therefore called 
tcUi^iha. 
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Tbe last [Banh'Snix) day of Obutra vofl the daj aei apart for 
eha>'o^ or awingu^, wbiob T?ae iormetl/ TOgoIorly praotiaed but 
bu now been giTeu up. i£arly od tbe morsing of tie eanki M 
day, & oeromooy kcovu oa dgun «»nyeS«, i.d., ^miking ofsr 
buroiag oharooal, took plaoe. A bug poet of stroog t&i wiodi 
over 30 feet bigb, VDe set up in the open pleia adjcuiing tbe 
tomplo. Tixe top had a strong pivot, to vhioh woe affixed a large 
orou beam, about 24 feet long, wbioh rorolved round it, about 
twO'tbirds being on one aide and one-Uiird ou tbo other. A long 
rope wu tied Gimly to and aafpeoded from tbe end of (be 
emeUer portion of the beajn. At &e other and wna faate&ed 
another abort rope vitb a large book affixed to ite lower end. 
TMe etruoture woe kuown ae the charak gio/ih or ewinging tree. 
On one side of ft, a raised racUngular platforia, about ^0 feet 
bigb, was formed by placing four beaioe upon four poeta planted 
in tbe ground with idender oi'Ott'beaoiB over tbem. 

'When the people were ready, tbe Maroil poet waaeeuotified 
by a priest with the ouetomary Tbe emeller arm of tbe 

whirlbg oroBS>bearu at ibo top wos turned nud brought over 
tbe wo(^eu platform. The man who wos to swing climbed tbe 
platform by » temporary stairoaae oi wood with some other 
dovoteesi while two more stood below holding tbe l<.aigor rope 
in tbeir hands. 'When be woe ready, tboy would reduce the 
pressure on tbo rope, so aa to moke the arm oi ike oroea-bsem 
on tb^ side go up aud tbe other arm bend down. Tbe hook 
was then tbruet tbrougb the flesh on ibo back of tbe man; hut 
if be showed aoy signs of fainting, ba woa ooi allowed to 
undertake tbe risk ci swinging. Otherwise, be was lifted oB. 
bis feet by the men below ^Uog down tbe other end of tbe 
beam; and one or both of tbeta bolding tbe tsrge rope went 
quiokiy round the post, so as to whirl tbe man b the sir. Tbia 
continued for 10 or Xfi minutes, nocording to the man’s power 
of enduianoe, the devotee all tho while utteriog tbe names of 
Mabfldava andeoatteriog floweraupon tbe assembled worsbippera 
below. Bis turn being over, tbe others would follow him one 
by one until it was time lor them to disperse* 

village in the BUbnupur aubdivision, situated 10 
miles north of Kotalpui. It is tbe headquarters of a th4na, 
and oontains a High school and sub-reglatry ofBoe. Some 
deeceedants of the Bislmupur Bijfte reside in the village. 

JgDikoiidi.—‘A village in the Bisbnupur subdivision, situated 9 
miles east of the Jayrimpnr ouipoat and about ISnnles nortb*eaat 

V I sa td Komnr B»iD«odrA Srhhna P«b, 0»lle«t«r of Hiokurfc 
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of Btflinapur. It wss iormcrl/ Uio Le4d<[fUkr(flr« of an old family 
of smlndirs boloogmg to a oc^aral braocli of the Bifl^oupur 
Bifla. lUjA Oopid Siogb* ona of tba moel faiuouA Bfcj&s of 
Bi^upur» TvUo flotmalicd iu tha drat half of lb« 18tb oeotary, < 
Uad two icna, Oia older of whom cuoooodod bia {atbor> wbilo tbo 
yonuger was givon tba j4glr of Jinko&di, vbiob waa aitorwards 
oonrortod into a lamlodiri. Dlmodar 9bgb, tbo olaimant of tUa 
Blalioupor Bftj at tho olcao of tba I8tb oontiuy, latilad bare and 
oonuzianoad making fortificatiou, wbidh, lioworoi) waro navar 
complalad* Nar Singb, (bo laat of (ba lina, died witliout imuaj 
and bia widow adoptad Suraudxa NUb Singh Dab» a aou of Bai 
BldL& Bollabb Sisgb Dob Bahidar of Kuobilkol. On bio doatb 
ia 1S66, ftftoT be bad attained bia majoiity and auDcocdad to 
tba aetata, tho samTndftri rervtad to (ba widow of Nar BJugb. 
The Tillage ia alao known aa Tiiiafiyar. 

Zbatrt.—A Tillage ia tho faaadqaartan aabdiTi^n, litoatad 
28 milea aonib of Blokorl. It ia tba baadquartara of a Iblna, 
andcootoina a Kunaif'a ooort aod a auUngiatiy office. It baa 
long baao tba baadqnartan of an InfloantUl family of samTodtra, 
an aooonnt of wboaa biatory will ba found in the artiola on 
BbalbbSm. 

EotAlpnr.—d. Tillago in Ibo Bialinupur aubdivlaion, aituatod 
2i miloa aoat of Buboupor. Itia (ba beadqoaitaxa of a polioe 
aUtion and oontaina a Huniifa ootoi, aub*rogialry offioo, dia- 
panaary, azid High aobooL Weaving ia tba prineipal indtiairy, 
oloth for tenta, bandagaa, ato.i being ipanofaotvad in tba Tillage 
and in itanaigbbonrb^. 

Koobiikol.^A rillaga iu tba Biaboupor aubdiviaioD, altuated 
10 milea aouth*aaa( of fiiahnnpar and 5 milea aoaib of tba 
Jaypui police ontpoat. It oontaina a High aobool and kiiddia 
Varnaoular acbooli and ia a oentra of betel oultivation. A large 
tank, ooUad Taliblndb, on (ba nortb-waai of iba Tillage fonai tba 
aonica of a small rocky alraam. Tbe vilUga i» tba headquarters 
of a family of samTndan, balongmg to a apteral branch of 
the Biahnupur BAjAa. Tba foonder of tba family waa Nimai 
Bingb Debt the second aon of Biji Cbaitanja Singb Deb, wbo 
pnrcbaaad 22 maesia whan yorpAM Blabnupor waa aold for 
arreon of raTanno in the beguniog of tba I9th oantory. His 
^ndson, llldbA Billabh Singh Dab, raceiTad tba title of Bai 
Bshiidur in recognition of bia good aarriosa and (ha pnbUc spirit 
ha di^Uyed doring tba faioina of 1874. 

Lokpnr. —A riUago in the Biabnnpur subdiririon, situated 4 
•mrlai jiOTtb*weai of SotalpTu. It oontaina a shrine bald in great 
Tansiaiion by the KubammadanB of the neigbboorbood, 
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maks vowa and olldriuga iUerc. Tli« local Ugood oonuoetod mth 
this eluiAo is that 1 DE 117 gooorations ago a caint namod lanuil 
GbSsif ?/lio woa a notable obampioo of lelim, warred ogaisit 
.tlie Hinda B&j& of Garb Mandiran and was killed in battle. 
HiB bead w$b remored rairaonloufily, but a ahglo drop of blood 
dropped on tbe spot wbere the Bbrlne now etandB. Tbe latter is 
built of stcno> and ia said to bava boon erected in tbo oomse of a 
einglo night The ebrine is in oborgo of a family of loool/ffA'Di, 
Bomo tevemie'froe Inude boing aaaignod for its maintonance. In 
tbe adjoining distrioi of Hoogbly there is a legend that fihiii 
Ismail Gbfisi inTsded Onsa with success and waa folselj acoused 
a Hindu of aiUmpting to set up an iodepeudent kingdom at 
Uandirao. He ms called io Gtanr and tlien beheaded by the 
order of Husain fih&b. The hoadlGes imnk straightway mounted 
a hotae which stood nesff^ and rode off to Hauddran^ where it was 
buried.' It seems at least an bistorionl fact that T am n il vas a 
gonerol of Hueun Sb&h, who invaded Orissa in tbe beginniog 
of the IGtb centurif, gained a viotory orer the Oriasan army and 
then returned to Mand&mn (tho modeiti Sbitorgach in the 
Hooghl^ district), whei'o ho built a fort iu whiob be lies 
bori^. 

A village in ^e north of the head<^txarters 
sobdiTuidD, aitusted a few sules south of the Damodsr, 5 rnilse 
west of Barjori. It contains a oharitablo dispensary and the 
zesidenoe of one of tbe leading zamrnd&rs of the distriot. 

The family traces its desoent back to Beo Adb&ryn, who 
aocompanied M 6 n Singh, the weII*kziown Hindu general of tho 
Hmperor Akbar, to Orissa, but instead of returning to bis country 
with Min Singh, settled at Miliirft. Ha^g snbdned the 
robbers and daooite who at that time ravngsd the country under 
tho leadenbip of ohieftuns, he cleared away jungle, end 
brought the land under onltivaUon. Eventually he reoeived a 
settlement of Mk Mlliara from the Nawib of Murahld&bld, 
together with the title of Ksjftand after his death his 
descendants eontinned to hold it on payment of the fixed 
revenue to the Nawab. Aooording to tbe fan^y records,' the 
third of tbe Une had a feud with tbe Bljl of Biabnupor, in 
the oourse of which he was tieacberonsly killed after sevnal 
battles, and his son GopM Dfis Adbarya was forced to pey 
revenue to the B&jl of Bishnapnr. But tbo Bisbnupnv Hdj 
family deolare that be was killed in open battle, after Bir Singh 
of Bishnupur bod been forced to invade bia territory in oonse- 
quenoe of his oppression of the people. However this way be, it 
appears that bis descendants oontinusd to pay levenue to the 
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E&jfi 0 of Biilmupui ’; ftnd oi tho tim^ of tUe dooecni&l 8e6tIomen(» 
iTu Slogli reoeiTod the settlenent of his somtudflri at the hands 
of the Bridsh (Government The present s&mindir cf M&Iiftri 
is Blhn EAj K&rftyan OhondrSdbu^a, whoee rental is reported 
to be Pe. 20,783 a year, the l^d revenue demand bein^ 
Eb, 4»877. He is a Hanauj Brthman b/ oostoj and is known 
loosU^ as E&jh. 

Baipor.—A villas in the eztremo south of the BinkorA 
eobdivision, situated olose to the southern bank of the E&sai 
livoTf 80 milee south of B&nkurft. It contains a sub^regutry 
office, poHoe th&na and oharitablo dispensary. It was for many 
generations ths beodquartors of an induontial family of somln- 
dftn. Trhdition relates tliat the founder of the family was a 
Obauh&n E&Jput, who earns from EftjpuUna during the reign of 
Mughal ompororf, subdued the surrounding eountry, and essumod 
the title of Sikhar Elj&. Tbo family fcunded by him has 
continued in this part of the district and forms the snbjeot of 
MToral traditions. The last Baji of the family^ having lost his 
pnnapal generali Miran Shftha, in a battle with the Mar&thM, 
committed suicide by jumping^ with his wile aiid children, into a 
tank called Sikhars&yar. This is a large deop tank to the south 
of an old fortidoation oalled Sikhargorh, wbioh is said to have 
contained the residsnoe of Sikhar ^jA | ruins of boildingv and 
temples are still to be found within it. On the wMtern bank of 
tho tank Use the tomb of Miran Shlba; he is regardod as a saint, 
and rows are still offered at bis tomb. It is ssdd that, after the 
death of iho lest Sikhar XliijA, his purokU or spiritual gnide 
enooeeded him and lived at the vinag:e of GKirapArA near 
Bsipur, but oventualiy the oetate passed to Fateh dfngh, a 
younger brother of BAjAEIrishna Singh of Bishnupur, who had 
been driven away from Bishmipur, and taken shelter with the 
lUjA of Bar&bhnm. He cveroune the last Bajl of the family 
of the Sikhar BA]A'syuroAi^, sotiled at Raipur, and was granted 
a tansd by the Naw&b of Mursbid&bAd, when he paeaed through 
tb?t part of the country on his way to Orissa. Tho umlncUri is 
involved in debt, and is now let out on (fdrd to Mosers. (Hibome 
d; Oo. in satisfa^on of debts. 

Near Balpur there is a tank, oalled SAnkhiriS, on the bank of 
whioh is a ^ioe of the goddess Mah&m&yK. A legend is told 
about the tank aimilar to that already mentioned to the 
artible on OhliAtoA. The goddess, it ie scud, osBOinod the form of 
a girl and obtained a piui of hraoelets from e tdnkhSi l or seller of 
oonch shell ornaments. Next day a Br&hman eaw tbo miraouloui 
vinon of a pair of hands, with these hraoelets on the wrists, 
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apllfted (kbove welter ol the tank. Tbit sight h« drearat tbat 
thd goddMCf Rppaared to him and told him to go oarl; ia 
tha morniog to iho taak> whero ha would And a piooe of atoao, on 
which hn imago would appear. Tbo Br&hoan did eo, and 
having found the atouo, ioatalled it on tlio back of the tank aa 
tlia roproHatation of tbo goddou UabAm&^li. ^!iio of 
Baipux tbon built a sbrlno for bar, and jnado graaia of rant- 
lino landi lor Uie inaintananoe of bor worahip. 

8&brSkon.—A Tillage in the extreme south* oaat of tiieliead* 
quarien lubdiTieion, ittualed about 10 miloa aoutb ol Biaboupur, 
and 3 miloa from Asurgarh. It ooatoins a alirino with an idol 
ol UKm Kriabna, of wbioh tbo following legend ia told. A holy 
oame from the uoiUi'West with two idola, one oiUed.R&m 
(Baiarim) aodtiie otbor Sriehsa, and liTad in tbe jungle near 
S&br&kon. One day wbou he wna awiy boggiog^ the idols 
assumed ^e form of two boys and began to danoe round the but. 
A milkman happened to bo poesing by os Us way to Biahnupur, 
and tbo boya handod bis a mango, wbioh they [old him to give 
to the iUjlL On bis arrlTal at BlshDupur, howoTor, the milkman 
forgot all about it, and that night both he and the lUj& dreamed 
alxrat ^ mango. bText morning) while he was going to tbo 
Kaji with the mengO) he met a messenger who waa ooming lor il 
having heard Us story, sab out to see the boys, but 
they were no longer to be seen. He begged Lhe to give 
him the idols, and the latter at last ooniented to give him one 
ol the two. It is not known whioh he gave, ood henoe the idol 
is ealled by the joint same lUm Krishna. The Hljg areoted 
a temple lor the idol and made grants of land for the main- 
tenanoe of its wonbip. The idol is of black stone and little 
bigger than ball a oubit, but ia regarded oa being very beautiful 
It is Bsdd that no bird can fly over the top of the temple, Cor oa 
attomptiflg to do ao, it foils down aeusoloss. The temple oi £lm 
Krish^ stands on the bank of a rirolet eiUed Purtntdblr, 
which ia said formerly (o have flowed round the temple j its 
dried-up bed oan sUU be seen on tbe north and oaaC. . ' 

SSmantabbnm.—Anome given to the tract of country now 
comprised within the Obhitnd outpost. The traditional history of 
this tract is that it was oonquered ia 1328 6aka or 1408 A.D. by 
one Sankha Rai, e SAmantn or goneral of tbe empsror of Pelhi, 
who had fallen into disfavour and returned to bU homo at the 
village of Bahulanagor. The tutelary goddess of the villi^e was 
Visuli, who appeared to him in a dream and instructed him to 
proceed towards the eaet and settle at a village called OhlUtoa, 
where Ibere was atankcaUed Bplpokharia, where the ^dess said 
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ibQ would oome Aftei* two generatioBi. SankliA Bu ftooordmgly 
Cftmo to OhLfltui and Laviug aetUod thero, eoriohod himaolf 
1>y giving proteotion to all aUk'nieTohauU wlio paasod tbrotzgh 
tbii port of Uie oouutry. Ilia groadsoa, IlAntir Uttar Bai, 
eolorgod U;o torritorioi to wlnoli ho auuoooddd aud waa givon 
the title of lUjI by the HuhainmadaQ l/aw&h. He wae, we 
are told, a iiioua Hindu, who rovored BrAhmtkae, ohorished the 
poor> and spent Lie days in the wonhip of the gode. Hii piety 
wae r'owarded | for one night ho droomed tltat Iho goddeee 
VUuli appeared befuzo him, and said**** I am pleased with your 
devotion and have oomo from BlKulftnagav with abend of U'^ore 
in the shape of a grindetone. Bo tliou, tlioreforo, to them and 
bid them give yon Uio griudelono/’ The R&ja obeyed the goddeee 
and placed tho etouo in a tomplo whioh ho bod built for it. On 
the stone there appeared an image, and from that day to ibie it 
has been worshipped as tho goddess YhnUi. 

This was encceeded by his son Btr H&mbir Bai, during 
whose reign one BhawAnI Jb&rah, with the aeelstanoe of the 
B&ji o£ B&nohet, attaoked Chhitnl and nearly extirpated all 
the zaemhers of the B&j family, the Bimantaa. Twelve of 
them escaped and flod to Bilda (now in Hidoapore), but after 
a time oamo back to ChhAtuA, kiUod the luarper, and regained 
tbo E&j. These twelvo were sons of Bir Himbir Bai and 
ruled over the Bftj by tuim for a month at a time. Boring 
their reign, it ie said, Nisanka Kfiriyon, a Ksbatfrlya of Sik&ri 
Fatehpur, came to Obhatud on his return from Jagann&th, 
and found saoh favour with tho twelve brothers that they 
gave him one of their daughtom in niornage, made him 
ruler of the oountry iu their stood, and Leetowed upon bun 
the title of Simantsbanin&th, <4., king of the land oonquei^ed by 
the Samantas. This title the representatives of the family 
still bold. 

Of tho three sucoeesors of Kisonka NOrlyan tradition has 
nothing cf intereit to relate, but the fourth of the line founded 
by him, Kbara Bibik N&rftyau, is said to have given shelter to 
the BhjI of Piaohet, wlien he ded from his territory on aooount 
of some domeetio feud, and to have built a iomple for the goddess 
Vieuli in 1606 Sake or 1686 A.D. He was killed by his ion, 
Swarup Niriyaa, during whoso time the Maritime mode an 
inroad into hie territory. The Ilftjl, we ore told, defeoted thorn 
in a piiohod battle, out off the heo^ of 700 of them, and sent 
them to the Nawib of Munbid&b&d who, pleased with tlus heroio 
deed, granted ^e Bija a rent-free pMd of the whole samindlri, 
which grant was colled Si}di* Hmmi. He was suemded by 
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Ub bod T N&rij&D, 'rrho for Boma tiAB Bcjo^ad tha 

EarnTsdi;*: and r^hon tbe Brltiah ^omiaica wst 

aa^blisb&d, ireat to &£idaapoi« and tooV aettloment of it at ad 
aimual roronuo of 2,144 aicoa 7U])6e8. 01 the auafzid&rs who 
euooaaded Mm tbereid liUlo of iulorost to isolate. In tbo ijma 
of tbe rebeUiou of QmgS. Nfii^yan, lb a than proprietor of tbe 
eaUto rondarad lojU Md to Oorei'ninont; and during tho Mutiny 
Ananda lAl Bent 4(>0 men and a oonnon to PoruIiS to aBsUt tbe 
Quthoritiae. Tbeutateuso^UTolved in debt, nnd the gie&tar 
portion of it hoe been let out b Oira to Mem. Glabonie & Ca 
T he hood of Ibe iemUy is still popnlmly colled Bijil, althongh 
Gorernitient does not recognise tbe title. 

Sarengit.—A TiUnge in the extreme south of the BinhuH 
Bubdiyirion, situated about 5 miles south-east of Bsipui. There 
was formerly an indigo faotety here; and tbe place oontoins a 
station of the Wesleyan MUsloO) of which an account will be 
found in Chapter III. 

Bimlapal.^A village in the Bfinkuii subdlTiaion, situated 24 
inilee south of Bjtnkurft. It is the headquoalers of on old family 
of samlndOrs, ^ho trace haeh thoir descent to oue Sripati Maha« 
pitra. According to the aooount given in the arixole on Tnngbhum 
(compiled from information furnished by former samlndirs of 
dylmsundarpur and Fbnlhuemtt). 8r!pati MahSpfttra was thd 
Bpiritual guide and general of Kakur Tung and was given a 
grant of }J^rsana SimUpAl when the latter oos^uered TuogbhQm. 
But the Simtepal family state that SrTpatl MabS^fcra oune from 
Bir-hamchandrapur in Cnttaok to while on a pilgrimage, 

end conquered the surrounding oountry, now known as poi’ffanai 
SimUp&I and Bhlllidihi. At first) ^e > whole samindSri was 
called pm’ganA SimlipSl, bat after the death of the seventh Bijs, 
Ohtianjib Singh Ohandhuri, it was divided, as in the case of 
the semtndarU of Snpup and Ambikanager, Syirasuadaxpur and 
Phnlkusnd, between two brothers, Lakshman Singh Chaudbmi 
and Laekar Singh Ohsndhari. The elder brother got a 10-annas 
share, now called pcrfjvia Simlsp&l, and the younger brother 
a 6 •annas shore, aov called p(tr$ofiQ Bbal&idihA. The heads of 
both families, who ore Otial Brihmana by caste, are ^erally 
oiUed Bsj&s and bear the appellation of Slogh Ohsodhnri; other 
members of the family are o^ed UebSpStrae. 

Sonamnkht.—A town in the Bhbnapur subdiviaioii, situated 
21 milea north of Bishnupur and 11 miles south of Pinigarh 
railway station. It was oonstituted a municipabty in 1886, the area 
within muaioipal limits being 4 square miles, Tlie population, 
accordingto the osdbub of 1801, was 13,448, of whom 13,201 were 
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Hiadtu and 165 were Muhammftd&oS}‘vhile tbard ware two peraooe 
belongif to other religiose., The towD.oont&ine a High ^gluh 
school, eub>regi»tryoffio6, oharitoblo diepenBary, and inepeotios 
buDgalow, and is tho hsadqusrtera of a poUoo th&zia, there is 
also a High aohool oj ened in 1887 in eommom oration uf the 
Jubilee of Queen Victoria. 

Formerly a largo factory of the hSaat India Company was 
establish od hcrei and a ambers of weavers were employed in 
oottca-spioning and oloih-rneking. One of the earliest notioee 
of Son&muJcbi ooenre in the reocide of tlie Board of ReTenne, 
and oonsists of a oomploint made by the Compaay’a Com* 
merdal Besldent stationed there regarding obatmotion to trade by 
the K&j& of Burdwhn, upon which on officer was deputed to make 
an em^uiry, and the Jl&ji was forbidden io inferfere in any 
way wilb the oommorolal boeinesa of the Oompany’s factories. 
The.io)redooiion of English piece-goods led to the ^vitbdmwal of 
the Oompaoy from this ‘trade, for the local products were act 
able to compete with imported European aiiiclee* Fomerly 
also the town oontaiood an Indigo factory and a Monrif’s 
ooort. 

At present silk weaving, pottery making and (be manufacture 
of ebellao are the principal indnstrios of the place. The industry 
last named was till 10 yesis ago large and pmepurone, and thore 
were several lac faotcrlea eslsblisbed by the loouf merchants in 
the lUnohl distriot, to which artisans were sent from Sondmukhi. 
The towh itself ooatains a temple oolled Girigobardhan, which 
is ropoited to be a fine apeoimsn of srohicsetnre and sculpture. 
There ore nuoeroos tanks, the Hggest of which in tbe centre 
of the town is knowu simply as ibe S&naf. There is also a 
shrine dedicated to a boel saint named Kanobar, which is a 
place of pilgrimage visited by many Vs^Davas. A large 
g:atluring YaishnaTsa takes place annually and lasts three 
days, commencing on Silrimnavami day, t,s., generally in the 
month of Ohaitro. 

legend shout the sauit is es foUows. There was a very 
devout Brihman, named Sriram DSs Adhik&ii, at Sonfimukhf. 
One day, when he was wenhippisg his god Sy&msiudar, the 
beeuty of a milhmud osnsed hia ^onghte to wander, and ashamed 
of his weakness he ont off his genitals and. died. Ibis Br&hmao, 
bft a eon and a daoghtsr, both of whom were mmon. Two days 
after his death, a Vaishnava came to the temple of Sy&msnnd^ 
and stated that he ha^l been sent by the deceased Adhikiri, who 
was going to Bxlod&bsn, to look after his children and the god 
By&nuundar. This VftuWtn wps Uanohap Dss, He broo^ht ap 
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iti9 c^UdrdQ ftud EoaTried the daugbto! to k BrAhman, whow 
daeoandanta beoama afterworda priMta of the deified aami. 

Manohar peribmed many zafrAolea, oued iaouable (lueaiMj and 
after hie death beoamo the duty of the Titktie (weaTenr) of 
Bdoamukhi, wbo then formed the bulk of the population of the 
town. The T&ntii aet apart a email portion of thur inoonie for 
tbe matetenanod of the ehriive asd for tbe oelebTation of an 
anoual foetival, baiidee ^te at tbe marriage of girb and other 
donat^nj. A pah of voodao landale are plaood over the tomb, 
aud are vorehipped by the Totoriea. 

Tradition eayi that the term owee ite name to a goddee 
Boa&mukhi (the golden^fooed), the note of vhoee image vaa 
broken off by tbe faraovu Uuhammadan iooaoolaet» Z&l&p&hir. 

So&ltopal—A Tillage in the BlnkurA subdiTteion, eituated 
4 milea eaat of BinkurA on tbe hank of the BbaUuaor. It 
oonUiTu a largo temple eioribed tothe.IlAjAi of BiaUnupur. of 
vhioh tbe following aooount ia given by Hr. Beglor in Tfu 
Jl^oris 9f SuiYiy ^ Inr^is, Tel. VIIL “Two 

afiea north«eaet of Ektoewar ie the village of Sonitepal; it ia 
aituaied at the point whore the DhalHaor river eplita into ^o, to 
join again lower down. Of the two obanneli, the one to the left 
ii the main one now, but, I think,' the otlur one was tbe prinolpal 
one before; tbe aandy bed marking its former extant lUowi that it 
wee larger than tbe left obannol. Kear tbe Junotion or fork of 
the two obonnole ij a tall briok temple, lolidly built of brioka 
meaannng IS inebee by 8} inehea; tbiity^tbroe oonrieB of brioka 
with the interpoaed mud oement make up 7 feet of height. The 
temple is remarkably solid, the dimensions of tbo sanotnm ioddo 
being only IS feet square, bat tbe groat height and the material, 
bnok, seed a greater ihioknees than atone. Tbe roof of the oolL 
begine to oontr&ot by overlapping ooursee at a height of IS feet. 
The overlaps are at first of tux ooimaes oaoh, then after four euoh 
overlaps there are five overlaps of fire ooarees eaoh, liter wbioh 
the overlaps are of foor, and subsequently of three and of two 
ooursee ea^. The ontranoe la of the usual style of overlapping 
openings; U is fi feet 1 indh wide. The overlape ore one of six 
oouiees, two of five ooursee eaoh, seven of four courses each, five 
of. three courses eaoh, and one of two ootirses, there being altoge* 
ther SI ooursee disposed in 16 ovorlape on eaoh aide to the point 
where the two sides of tbe liiaDgle approach to within 4 indies 
of eaoh other. 

“The temple stands on a high plintb, now a shapeless mound. 
It does not appear, from the ahsenoe of the dinding uU in tbe 
opening, that ^e temple had any insflffsjMin front, and the facade 
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ifl indeed complete u it it» tiiere beisg no part or Ime vhere the 
walli of any oharaher or etraotnre in front conld touch the present 
facade without hidiag some oniAiiient> or falling npon eome 
moulding or ornamental Bonlptuie. The long platform, therefore) 
In front of the temple (now a torraoe of eaiih and rubbish), 
must have been meant for open ur gatheiinga, as is oomnion to 
this day, eq^eoi&Uy in mtl4$ or laire, or for & subordinate temple 
fadag the main one. Close to the temple, and on the low ground, 
wluoh in flooda ia under water, sxe several raouuds, which still 
yield brioks. The mounds, os well os the temple, are asciibed to 
S&lihlltan, and the mounds near Uio liror ave said to be parts of 
his garfi, the other parts haTing been washed away by the left* 
band obannel, when the main stream Prat took that direction; the 
old name of the pUoe it said by aoms to bavo been Hnmirsdlngft. 
Tho temple woe oovored with plaster, and nobly and profusely 
ornamented. The piaster, from Its ornamentatiuD, oorreeponding 
in all parte with the out brlok ornamentation below, I oonsider to 
have formed port of the original deeign, end not, os is too often 
the oase, odde^ ^terwaids. The plaster hae, however, oome o6 
in most parts; the top of the temple has disappoarsd long ago, 
and is now a ehapoloss mass of niin, on which young trees ore 
allowed to take root and Aourieh undietnrhed. It is a pity that a 
fine temple, as this mast have been, iliould have been allowed to 
decay.” 

SosQBift.—'A bill in the B&nkurd aubdiTision, situated abost 
12 miles north-west of BAnkinl, rising to a height of 1,442 feet 
above sea-level. To the looal sportemou it is well koown as the 
resort of bears, panthers, bynnae, and other wild animals, whloh 
find shelter among its rooks and oaves. The hill is also an object 
of interest to the Indian oommuuiby from a religious poiot of 
view. There are two eprioga near tbo foot of the bill, and elose 
to one of these is aebrioe sacred to Nar Biugb. Here orowds 
assemble every year, and In the usual Indian fashion oornmingte 
their deroUoQB with the worldly oooupatioDB of sale and barter. 
Oommeroially, Busunift is a valuable property, being to all 
appeoronoes one vost quarry, prsotioally isexhaustlbLe, its oiroam* 
ferenoe being over six tuilse. The mmersloglGal oharooter of the 
atone Is se follows. It ie a pegmatite (quarts and felspar), In 
whloh tiie proportion of felspar is so email that it may be termed 
a hard, fine'grained, greyisb<white laminated sondetone, vnth 
minute oloudy veins of bitaniferous iron In very fine granular 
epsoke of much brillianoy when eeen ia a bright light. The 
effects of these oloudy veins is to give to the polished surface 
of the stone the appearance of a very ooane, doll, yellowi^ 
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gt6j Burble epeckled with bl&o^. Qaerrlea were first opeoed 
IB iQ 1859 by the Ute Mr< Boatld Campbell Maokey 

o! GalouUa e&d were nbeequently worked for raanj years by 
the BurdwSn Stone Oompaoy. The Company, however, was 
obliged by fioanoial ooniiderationB to oloae its oiuntiooB, and 
diepoead of ife property la the hill. Bccentlyi quarrying work 
was reanmed duriag the eonitruotion of the railway throngh 
the diatriot, when atone waa required by the ail way Company 
for the line. Quarrying ia oarriod on by bloating out large 
blooka, wbiob are afterwarda eplii by ateel weclgoe ioto the 
required sisea, and dreeaed in the uaual way. Ai ooropared with 
the atone oi aome other Indian quarries, that of Suaunia ia 
inferior to the produoU of Obnnftr and hfiraipur, hut ia mora 
valuable ih&n that of Bartkar.* 

TeliaAyar.-^ee J&mkundi. 

Tnngbhnm.-^A qatuo given to tbo traot of oountry lying in 
the Bou^ of the Baipur thftna. Trodi^on reUtoa that it was ao 
called alter Kakuv Tung, a cloeoondant of Tung Boo, who come 
from tbo banka of the river GbndakT on pilgrimage to Jagannitb, 
where, by the favour of the god Jagann&th, ho was made king of 
Furl. &s grandson, Gang&dhar Tung, was ioformed by Jagan* 
nith that alter him there would be no king of hie line in X'url, 
and that therefore his son ehonld ohangehis name and go to some 
other country, whore ho would be king. Aooordingly, 9angftdhar 
Tung's son, Nakur Tang, taking with him his wife, his trooauro 
and aome soldiers, left Piul in 11170 Sake (1348 A.B.), aad after 
10 years of wandering settled in 1368 A.D. at Tikarp&rA, a 
village near Sylmsundarpur. 

At that time, the port of the diitriot now oompriaod within 
pgt‘ffarut Shy&msandarpur, Phnlknama, lUipur, SimUpil, and 
Bhil&idibft, woe oaUed Bkj&gtim. It had hitherto been ruled 
by a Raja called SStnantoiar but tbia having, we are 
told, been destroyed with hla whole family by "jumpiug into 
fire," the country remained withont a ruler and was overrun by 
robbers. Nakur Tung, having subdued the jobbers and token 
poaaession of the county, oallsd it Jagenn&thpnr in hononr of 
J'agann&tb, whose idol ho bod brought with him, and himself 
assumed the tide oi Rajft Ohbatra K&r&yon Dab. He brought 
with him 252 families cl Utkal Brahmans, whose ddsoendante 
are now nnmerous in. thii paii of the district. To ooe of those 
Brahmans, Sripati HahipStia, who was bis spiritual gmde and 
hod noted os a general daring the campaign, the B&ji made over 

* fiunoia 8t«oe Qufrlei, S^9rl«r, 2976. 
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tha Urritovy koowu &s parganoi SwUp&l and Bh&Uidihft, 
while a further g^ont of the land n<rw e&Uad pargatm B&ipur 
wABgiTento a mom1>or of the 8ikhar EAj family. Unrin^ the 
time of the sixth H&jA, Lakehmi N&rfiyon Deb, vho before hie 
nooession was called Sy&msuDdar Tiixi^» a dispute ojoee between 
hon and his brother Muknt N&rflyan, which ended in the 
Apportionment of the B&j botwoeu tbom» The portion that fell 
OB the bt of the older, is aow celled pargmia Syfmsundarpar, 
And that which formed tha share of the youn^, PhulkusmAi 
The Permnnout SetUomeut of the two parganaa was mode with 
Sendar Mftr&yan Deb and RfijA Dorpa Nirtynn Dob 
reepeotirely. The samtnd&r of PLulkuamdhas lost bis property, 
AS It hue been eold in consequence of debts, while the represent^ 
tlves of the Sy&maundarpur family aro in roducod oireumstenees, 
portions of tbo aetata lieving been sold for liquidation of debts, 
while the remainder ii onoumbsred< 

To (his day p/ttgaiwa SySmsundarpur and PhulknemA ore 
generally ealbd Tungblium ot Tcog&bani, the land of 
Tnng. Members of the aamTnd&r's family are styled Tang or 
Tungftbsainitb» and ore also called Bara Tung and Ohhota ^ng 
respect! ToIy. Thoyare SehetlriyAs by ooato and ore connected 
the famiUee of Biahnupur, !^pur, Supur, &o, 

Vlshnupur.—Biihnupux. 
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Civil joatloo, adDlniilntion of, 140, 
Olinatc, 1748 ; ia rcletloe to baalUt, 78. 
CtotbiBg. 67. 

Ottlnhoo, 114*116. 

Coek'Aghtlog. 77*76. 

Cooooo mrinf, 111, 118,118. 

Col logo eC Watoyan Ulnloii, 47,140. 
Colkgiato odoakiOD, 149. 

Cc^Uerle^ 11^116* 

Ooouuweo, 116*117. 

Commoroial iiicaa, motorlal coediiloo 
ef.lW. 

CoottQolcuUon, maoni of, 116482} 

dotolopmoit of, 116*118; ailwftya, 
110; roadfc 110*181 j wator, 188; 

poaUI. 288. 

ConPgiuatioa o| dtetotaly 8. 

Ccovoyantei, 221.182. 

Cooly amig ratios dopAt, 143. 

Cotbou vuviBg, 118. 

Coubry apirit, mcaaftotoa aod coe. 

awaptiou of, 188.288. 

Covte, eiril aod criulaai. 140. 

Crloo, 140*141, 

OriniBol claaia, 141*148, 

Crlainal juatie*, adaiBiatntloB of, 140. 
Cnpa, prieolpal, 80, $1. 

CttIUtatioa, oitoasioD of, 01*93] in* 
provnsoata In, 98, 09. 

Outlay, manufAClBrfl of, 126. 

D. 

DawHUa, 140.141. 





lU. 

Kuodcr rfT«?, tecrifltdo of» j Mvi* 
gktlM OB, IS. 

.n«^(bisbJtAd), 80. 

I>aritHmf^ US. 

Zfpk0/t ho^f, 1S6. 

i)«ri*MU*rf«ri tmn^ US. 

t«Qre% IS). 

DeMb*riU»80. 

IMtUifUttAM- 
0 M»It 7 of iiopakkiMj 4^4B« 

DmutU, UO. 

DkBlbkAn, U; <a<erifHiii oi. 1M> * 

DbiilkliM tfl*eri|Uft» of, 8. 

Dhuas. UO. 

DtoAfSti awcrt^n tt. )88<1S. 
DkuiBUiJ* wonbij) ofi (^64 
Dlitrh««» S. 

Siflrt, M» IS. 

DlfU. Uft. 

SUmmi. piUieip*]. SO' S S. 

ZHtp«BMtl«. 8S<84. 

DiitlllfflM, 1S8. 

Dbkrta^ iorakttn Bf, 41.tt. 

jMMrIfit Bsftfi UbIMaUs of. 

Uf jraa«.lS0>UL 
DoOMtlA Afllinolt, 98. 

Smi of Uo poopli. S. 

Dtrjw 8 ( 9 f^ Bbboofv. S. 
Dwitkwww Hnr, ao u^iM o i «f. 8. 
DvollLfigi.M. 

DyoIXBirilk.lU. 

Df«Miot7,88. 

E. 

EdauUcfi. 14B.U1* woik ol Vaali^M 
tflMloa, 4840 f of SuUli, 74; pr ^ w 
of, 148.140; ittUiUcoof, IS; coU*. 
gUto.lS; OKMtdBrr. 140 j priaoJT, 
U9.U0ifoBA]a,lM|iirfwbU. llOi 
of HobaamoduBi 1 ( 1 ; of oltarigfo. 

Ob, 1(1. 

BdocotloDol iteff, 140. 

SkcBwof, doBoSptioa of, IS.IS. 
EUpboptioiii, 88. 

Bepbo»t0| 18. 

Baigniticn, 4S, IS ; of BoaUb, 74. 


Batoric f«?o, 8 L 

Brtotoo. Mib4S?|fioa if, 19*184; uuubir 
oed rereoM of, IM. 

Si^ odBlobtimUoB, 188.1 S. 
BxhlUUea, ifTleiilloii], 08 
JfxpoMo, U8. 

ExtoofiMi of nitifotioa, Dl.M. 

P. 

BMiOffoo, oU lodlf 1,118. 

Piabo of IfTO, SI; llofenii^ to, N> 

tncCi IbUo ic, H-H, of 1880, 08; 
orU74.98jo(U07,99>]Cl0. 

Tuu. 14>18» 

Ao>»’,88. 
rt^arifiMkt«,9^ 
roiMbodoiouiii. ua 
?orriB.U» 

frrv, pooTobeto of, S; tjpu at, 88. 
?U«rMo.88. 

VtaOMw, 187*140. 
fVk, tf*17. 
floods lOO. 

Food i«k*i if, 108. 

food if tbo pM0l4i W. 

FoM, 74. 

foH <d SbbMper, dooerlpUM <d, 180. 
16L 

0 . 

Mbps, ironVp of Dkcaoilj it, 88 
<]oMbMo,18 
Qoodkawori xifor, 8 
<kogiJoJgb8U, itinfiU of, 28; Wigroph 
oSco ol, liSj «Bb.f0(Uirp oSm ok, 
l40;lUBvOilS,149. 

<k^K BStipoa^ riof^. 4041. 

<no^«, BBOOBpl ^ oa el, ISO. 

OiBaihdodh IS. 

Ottonl od^i^Uoo, 187'14g. 

OoolQfPi 
OtSb. 186. 

OjU(« 4{» btodi, 19.180; nrvop aod 
wCUMtof,188.1S. 

B13MA tc&m, 101,188-180. 

OlSMli, 188180. 

OIoKa, 10. 

OiofoDj, calttTttioB of. 91. 


1^4 




Clir!»' leboolij IRP i of Woilefia UlMioiti 
48. 

Oold depsihit 116« 

Oesdiriiu ipiktD» 11. 

Oopnlaipt, 110, 

Oopftpuri vervUp of DlarnArl^ nt, UJ 
romot Indigo htibtj nt, lid. 

Qeiill 8lngb, RIji of Dlilinopor, SB. 
floptoltlipur, illk WMVlng at» 110, 119. 
OmwIsiW, 60. 

OoToraiDcnt Mfiotoo, 180. 

Ohio, cultinUoa of, 01 1 prlcti of, 100. 
Oming imndii 03, 

0km7#A<o, 08« 

Oqu ol Blilinupur. 161 . 

H. 

fiotletsSri £181,86. 

£’ortf9«£Moo,67. 

ElnaSori, 7, 

EMltb, poUic, 70>66. 

Bocp dngo, eoBonai|»tlon Of, 160. 

Bigb lelool, 140. 

SilHmili boldlogc, 160. 

ElU 6.0. 

Hiodsioo, *011)14ip«fit« of, B0.61. 

BUtorf ot tbo dlitrlot, 10.46 j of l^Dd 
nronoo idmloiitrolloD, ItB.lBO. 
Hoeorti; Vigfilnt*, 140. 

Hoek **le((ng, Bi.BOj uang tbo 
Oiioaii, 77. 

BoipitaJ*, 60.84. 

HttMa, 101. 

BooMi of til jtoojite, 60 . 

irv7336o, i. 

I. 

fdoti. oioiBlitlaed b; tbo BUbaapor BIJ, 
294 

^ir9 luim, 186. 

Janlgntloa. 46. 
laporto, 116. 
lafioo94<fcor, 100. 

laOia, roiofin of, 16 j worvblp of ObaraK* 
10] 01.08) •ub'Nilitt/ oAm ot, 140; 
tbCao 140,148; Blgb aeboel ot, 140; 
daaoHplioA of, 100. 


Indeblodnoii. 100. 

lodiffo, oolblvotloa ol, 01; {oduitrjf, 116. 
Tadpar, polleooulpoob, 148, 

Toduokial olMioo, 1101 noloriol oondRlon 
of. 10?. 

Indaitrlcl eduoaileo, IBO. 

Ziuluattla*, 110-117 (In diabriot jolh, 146. 
luoooUUen, 88. 

Initltubioiil, BOdlaol, 88-84. 

iDtoroo^, »1ao of, 108-100. 

louadatlona, 100. 

ZrrlftUoB, 67.80. 

I/NpffM toourai, 188. 

/{m!fmd3r, 60. 
i^aiBwddrt ]ioldiBg«, 180, 

J, 

.7dp{rd3r«,65,127. 

Jail laduflrlM, 118. 

JoRa, 148. 

JalaSaa* boldlugr, 184. 

J0ti3 (t«noDt*i boldUsg), 138-184 
JinVondf, dctaription of, 160-170. 
JuiDunSbisdli lain, 102. 

JtnoeSklioU ooHtoa^, 114. 

JSmnrO, 110. 

«78o (Son til wUob doaiDP) 76- 
^gafaligriJamS 184. 

JoMlu mi, 6. 

J9ird0, 67. 

JoykUl rim, 7. 

fofpAodl rlrar, 7 . 

ftfpur, allW WMvIng it, 110; fornar 
Indigo fAotorp ab, I10;poilc« ntpoab, 
UB. 

faptliopur, polbe eaCpoat, 141. 
Jblntipiblrl rallva^ itetlon, HO, 
7ag*JfdVM, 74. 

(toninta* boldlog) 188. 

Jadlolol ataff, 140. 

Janglo blihila, daacrlptlon of, 86.40. 
^unglo Vobtl aotato, 180,124. 

Jovilca, adalDlatnklon of, 140.146. 

K. 

Zalir^ (obosg tbo BaDllfa), 76. 

ElkatlS,101. 

S31indibKndb Ukii 168. 





jtdlkSpnt 114. 

B7. 

Xniar, 20» 

Sink ills, lie. 

ffanii Vi\, 4. 

KnuaViti river, deMtlpHoa of, ?. 

Xeelio, UB. 

Xire bill, 4. 

ESui rlm^ doicrIpUoB of, ?j obt^a* 
Hon 00,1S8, 

SeeUag, Oolloeior of BUhnnpur, 8S*84, 
SeadudI, I19« 

Eesbftbpu, llOi 

XMiikdl.lS4. 

T 0 tt ot tAiMT allk clotb, 109. 
Xb«r»gpQr<4uotQl bnaeb line, 119. 

EbtUiBgir, lie. 

EbStrSi nlafnll of,‘IS; dlepouMrg at, 
M ] nb>ngblT7 ofBei oe, 140 i thine, 
148,14d; deeeription of, 170. 

Sorpeei bolding 184. 

EoTthii),4.6. 

Sof/i boUiogf, 134. 

7oM4 74. 

Eobipnr, nUifeU of, 18 i d{ipiafer7 et, 
84; ionner indigo feotory et, 118 i 
rub<r«giikry office at, 140 i khiw, 148, 
148; eebool et, 140; doeeriptioB ot, 
170. 

ZritlSnt (Ubouren), 108. 

EiifbntbBndb Uke, 109. 

EudhiShoI, lohool at, 149 ^ deioriptlon 
or. 170. 

KocbkBebffi, ESgb ecbool tt, 47,149. 
ZokbrS tiYir, 8. 

SorpS, lie. 

L. 

ttobou eopply, 104>10S. 

Lebenrer*, wigei ef, 109,108; uaterini 
coodiUoa of, 108. 
lelnaiiog ehaeoe, llO. 

Lieindoetry, 118, 114. 

Lake*, 7,168, 
l«lbSedb lake, 189. 

Ifi&dlonlj, reUtioa with tooiaU, 61*09 j 
asttorin] eondifoa ef,108>107. 

Ifend neworea, 117. > 


its 

Lend rorenoe, edBiaiitreUoA oli 128. 
286; rocdpto froa, 187. ' 

I I'kad tenoTei, 180,183, 

Lugoego, 40. 

X^Aterito, 9,10 ; eowM&So um of, 118« 
LSugitm, 94, 

Loteei of land, 133,134,184. 

Legoode, of Uadaa Mohao, 16H62 j 
of CbbStflS. 16M34; ef DbalbbOca, 
188 ; of Lekpaj, 170*1?1 j of tUpor, 
1721781 of SSbAkoa, 178; of 
SSBUtabbun, 178.1741 of Slsiapll, 
1761 of Uanobtf, I7G47? i of 
Taegbbun, 179. 

Leopardi, 16, 

Leper MyloDi, 84*e6. 

Leproiy, 83. 

LlbnriM, 161. 

Litenta popnleiioo, 140. 

LttboDergo, 116. 
lK«lBoftrda,146. 

Local Solf.Oeremaenl, 144.X47. 

(LobSr^ 18D. 

LobpoT, dMoriptioa cf, 17d>l?l, 

H. 

tfegletrttae, 188. 

107,109,100. 

ifkAiaddrv {leknirari), 108. 

Vablewari parpma, 196. 

Voiee, CBltleatten of, 8L 
MebrS.ladigo fwiory it, 116. 

IRli 

Uelarlil ferar, 60*81. 
b^liiri, leiaUl Of, 18 j diapeniBry ot, 
84; par^ea, 196; eobool at, 140 ) 
deeeriptioa of, 171*179. 

Utllacblefi, 94>25. 

Uailaere, 48. 

IbUobbiia, deieriptiee cf 21*98 j legea* 
dory bletoiy cf, 28«36. 

Monoal, worebip of, 6L 

itoidaZ, «8, 64, 66. 

Jfbadak bel^sge, 188, 

Uaagotpv, verebip c( DbannariJ at, 
41. 

or Seatn beoduc, 66, 74. 
Maacber, l^;«8d of, 170,177. 



1^6 


ix, 


^ftaobtebim, U0>lS9i 
Ua4U>l9,nldio<, BfdO. 

IfarriBiffo cerOB)M>y Maong . tba U«urUi 
OO'dl I unong tb« DSgdi^ 61. 

JtSff, 6. 

UanhM, 7. 

Xsn/ai cDltinUoB of» 91. 

MkniK 181. 

Mmker Fth^. 6. 

Material ooedtUon of tbo pao^ 106< 
106 1 of liadjordi, 106.1071 of 
pnfMolenol bIbmm, 107 j of eoamer. 
Bill o&d loduakriil e)«aM| 107 j of 
ikgfi«ulhirlita> 1061 of lo^onn. 
108. 

Uot^godl ModA. 8S. 

Jfatii Oloths, 118. 

JCiur««t Jam9/ IM. 

Moat* of oootniuolootiOB. 118*181. 
MMi«nO| U7. 

Modkct) wpooUr 70*881 laKltuUona* 

88.8*. 

tf B)i8. polloo onipoo^ 04,148. 
lfojiS£<<. 7. 

jeuijamt, 184. 

Ulo4,118. 

IdidUo Sogliib loboela, 1461 of 
W«lipu UiwloQ. 48, 40. 

Ulddk VoiSMultr loboolo, 140 j of 
WhIo^d IfiioiMi* 48. 
tf iiuporo.lbofcK b?Meh Uboi 116. 
MlgnHoa. 40. 

KiliUry Onad Tronk Itoiid, 181^ 

KiaenUir 114,118* 

»ia«. ^4. 

ViMktt.ObrbtiM, 46.46. 

KoWaw, mtnutooloro of, 116.. 
Uoaop^ordorti 188. 
tfouwn nlftfoll, 17.16. 

VortgagM orprO(«ri7,.106. 
Uobmeitdaoii 40*60 1 adocolloo of, 
181. 

Jfbb4Pf«rl tooQTOI,, 188*198 ; j^md, 

^84, 

ifolVo. 86, 64 

Uuadiri. loDg oogo, 46. 


UwImiI ocbooU, IBO. 
btutard. colUfoUofi of, 01 * 
MnUa^eflSd?, 41. 

' K. 

M^pa&cbo«1,61* 

yaa,$2. 

2fVm9l, 48, 
tKrCyoojnr. llC. 

Natural eoiavldw, 04100. 

NftUirtl dtvlafona of dlaltlat, 8*8. 
Navigation, 6,188. 
yafSbidi holdingi, 184. 

Nawipapora. 181 . 

0. 

OcoBpaUona of tbo paep 1 f,. 110 . 

Oil.aaoda, eutUvaUoa of, 81. 

Ondt, nlafaU.cf, 16|Waal«gaa Ukiilon 
aeboola al, 48 < tarmar indigo laatorp 
at, 116 1 aub.tagialri offioa 140 1 
tbina, 148.148. 

OndJgifa rallwag alatlOA, 116. 

Opiuai, eenauBpUon ct, 180. 

Outpcott, police, 148. 

OoMtinf, iia. 

P. 

PatAwat, oODiuapUfio of, 18 ^ lie. 

radaspur, 84 

68 . 

PakbanlabS, 110 . 

PalSadtegS. aoliool al, 146. 

Pda, calUvaUoo cf. 81, 

PaMlo.4,186,186,187. 

PoMlaibt *olaio, 181.186. 

Paakhai. werablp of Dbuoiarlj at, 88. 
Par(BaH»8, 66, 74 
Porfoaat, 188. 

PargMaidf, 74 78. 

Parai, worablp of Dbamartj afc, 88. 
PutuMgo, 09. 

Ktbardabi, 116 . 

PaMtutnna, 182. 198. 

PtffaUdra, 68. 

Pattaaijar, 96, 116,116. 

People, tba, 48*71» Biatcrlal eoadlti^i 

of, 106*1061 occQpatloBf of, UO. 





m 


PeriDUMnU;r MUIod MtotMi ISO. 
P^uUucaS ftfrgana, Itf, t79. 180. 

MpMU, !•!& 

riti^oU nUwi; it*Uoa. U9. 

Kn, rMar4(l«B oS, 48>60. 

TokUthiadh 169. 

PoUm, ftdaluUtntlon of, 148.14t. 
FopgUtieD, gNffbh Of, 48} obiuui of 
1801. a.4i lOonittyoT, 44.48 } orb«&. 
48 j riu»l 48,40. 

PMt 188, 

P«t*l «eninUBl«U0M, 188. 
rF«nB&iui45 orphAB*8«i 40. 

Ptl<w, 108 f \a bmlBM, M, (n, W» 100. 
PriaiAT7«duc4ti«n, 140*180. 

FrlTfttt «elooli» 181. 

PrtfOnM FChtf, 108, 

FtoImbIomI 110 } natcrlftl 

wndition of, 107. 

PoUlobctJlK 78-08. 

PaWie WoTkl Dopotkanl. IIB. 180. 
Poalio], llO. 

PkroSK, 60. 

a- 

IIB. 

B. 

PaSi ei'opi, 00,01. 
lUrta, UM of, 186. 

Hogbonlib Oli^b, UIJI ct Uliboopui*! 
80. 

no. 

Kalofalli 17*18 1 la ntkUoii (o igrieoU 

loro. 80.07. ^ 

Uolpur, nkafoll of, 18 1 nWlioo of 
80, 40; dtifniar; il, B4| pof. 
fsM.lSB I lub^riglilr; eflMot, 140 t 
tllot, 08, 148, 146} doMrIpUoo of, 

178.170. 

BljgrlD, no, 180} lill.VHviDg ki 
110,118 s oeUee MtpoM, 148} Mbeol 
it, 140. 

SKJUt.Dinlegbpur, 118. 

Kloapur, llO* 

FluiSgv, 110,181. 

BlBgisiMtil, 181,198. 
KEBTgB&j.UMuptt* md, 180. 
eaUlraboo.of, 81, 


*Ritb,40. , ' * 

Pdfla Ml, 46. 

lUtMoT nnl,102,108. 

&«0liUillcft, 180.140. 
lloglit/y offlM, 140, 

HoUlf worki lo faoba, 06, 07, 00, ». 
lOO. 

Baltgloea, 40.60 j of bo SootKlo. 76.76. 
Ront'froo Undo, 184 } lonwoo, 138. 
fteofo, 101.1081 cub mU, 101.108} 
prcdvoo rnto, 106^ 

RoptilM, 17. 

PovooQo, 6d«Sdlib»lioii ol UoO, 188^ 
166. 

KovMUO bUbrp, 188.180. 

RovoDBOol M)0 <11*trlo6| 187.2401 land 
Nunno, 167) •lAospi, 187.100) ezoUo 

100.160} uoMi, 189 J lnc«mo*t*«, 

100) rogiaMblon. 160.14(K 
RIm, eultlvodon of, 90.01} prioai of, 
106, 

Rl*or«;ot«v,4.7* 

BoaO %o 6 Pobllo Worki cuM, 180. 

JlMib, 119181. 

Bol, tonDor dkaponHry il, 84) (oraoc 
fndJgo facCery afi. 110 j aduol at, 
140. 

[toMaa of cfciia, 09. 

Rlpulrlyan ritoz, 8 
BunI popultUon, 46,40. 

8. 

SlbrttDn, dwription of, 176. 

eoMi 64 106, 

S4JA OQltlYObTa, 106. ' 

Af fnoau, 7,0. 

i0e24al p«7BMt of, 110, 106,. 

Saida, 04. 

Sllgbitl, 181. 

SlUUoi, B9. 

Sail riw, 8. 

Biltoif, 00, 181} pelie* oulport, 94, 
146. 

fialt, prieoa of, 106. 

SitDutabbOiD, 88; doacripUoo (if,l?0> 
176 

Samiar, 6. . « * . 

SftBitok fob, 160, lU. 



iRDgDA?*, 46, 97. 

&et8]« «f JlSolvti, Z^6e, 7i-99 i 

mm^eilon vUb lavd, 94 j clktTtoUr, 
?b<78; TWig« life, 78} eaignUea, 74: 
Mbtl orpBtsitleo, 74*?61 rcligioo, 
74>78; Um Ib 70} 

pnoti^o at boob*t«iiiglngi 97j butuo* 
■«atJ, 77} boatJaK, 77} cock*ff8li&lng, 
77*78} lOdcatlaa of, 161i 
Siator, liC> 

8io(4ir(/110. 

SetrMr, 6^08. 

£4riir 64.1S7. 

Sinsga, W«*l»}Bn Uiii^ at, 40j book* 
owiagiog at, 66*68} daiotiplion af. 176. 

BariiH panekois fconoroi, 101, 120, 

W. . 

SSatpur, 116, 

BoThigo daak tcatuacUoni, 188. 

Bpcrtitj, 86 * 100 . , 

8o«acr} of (be ^strict, 8. 

Soboob, 148.151; of Walejaa Ul«ot«q. 
47.481 Sgb oebooli, 148; Mlddlo 
Sogliib, 148 j bfid4)o Taraoulu, 
148 } Prlaurp, 140*160; ipoclol 160.. 
f^oaondary odneotlee, 140. 

SabbirbbiiTB, 88, 

tenuTM, 181. 

Sor^ofl Waoroi, 186*186. 

SettlaoMftt of Nat. JOl* 

BHUomnti, Wrly, 126} of /I4<«dl4 
laitdo, 186188. 

SblblTioTSparjUM, 186. 

Sbeikbf. 48. 

tssuni, 188. 

as*, vonbtp of Dbirmtrij at, 68. 
SbborbbuB, 88. . 

8aabatlrim,6*7. 
lilal Aftr, 

ftik iNovlag, 110*118. 
iSUifnd 43ft boldlagi, 166. 

Bim^n€i9rt (watcbma), 86,104| 148. 
BiaijpU, 110 ; police eutpoat, 86, 148; 

f srpMo, 136; daaerjption of, 176. 

81|ta diwuoo, 88. 

HaaU.pox, 62. 

6aobo% 17. 

Bodal Ufa of tba 81*71, . 


' 88 . 

SoaSsabbT, 88, rainfall of, 16; con* 
martial raaldaiMy at, 89 j iliapaaurj* 
at, 84; a{1k waorlRg at, 118 r 
formar fodlgo* factory at, 116; tale* 
gnplk oOec at, 123; iQb'toglitry 
olDeeat, 140; (b4na and outp<«^ 86, 
148, ili6 ; * mualcIpoliGy, 147; 
Mbool at, 148; deHripUon) of, 176* 
177. 

SoBsUptl, daicripUoa of, 177*178. 

Bjwdal aclioola, 160. 
fiplrit, eootnoiptlon of, ISO. 

Stampa, nvasoa frjra, 187*188. 

BtaUitica, viisi, 79*80; of c»pi, 00/ 
ofoduaaHoB, 146, 249. 
fiCaaa QQarrlca, 116. 
fiobdlvitioai of tba dfattict, 187. 
BBbbnkarl M41, 7. 87, 88. 

SugoNaca, otitivatfan of, 9l. 

8vBi acil, S8. 

So|f1y of labdor, 104*105. 

Supur parffana, 126; d«vlpt!0n of, 266. 
fiorray oad aaUlaaimt of 

laoda, 128.120. 
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